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Chap.  III.  ver,  13. 

And  who  is  he  that  will  barm  you,  if  jots  ibr followers 
of  that  wbicb  is  good  ?  '      ■ 

THIS  the  Apoflle  adds^  as  a  further  reafon  of  the 
fafety  and  happinefs  of  that  way  he  points  out,- 
from  its  own  nature.    There  is  fomething  even  in- 
trlnfecal  in  a  meek,  and  upright,  and  holy  carriage, 
that  is  apt,  in  part,  to  free  a  man  from  manry  evils  and 
mifchiefs  that  the  ungodly  are  expofed  to,  and  do  na-» 
turally  draw  upon  themfelves.    Your  fpotleis  and 
harmlefs  deportment  will  much  bind  up  the  hands 
i      even  of  your  enemies,  and  fometimes,  poffibly,  fome-t 
I      what  allay  and  cool  the  malice  of  their  hearts,  that 
I      they  cannot  fo  rage  againft  you  as  otherwife  they 
might.    It  will  be  fomewhat  ftrange  and  monftrous 
to  rage  againft  the  innocent  j  Wbo  i/  be  that  will 
barm  you?  &c.  Her^  are  two  things,  i.-Tbe  carriage. 
2.  The  advantage  of  iti  - 

I.  Their  carriage  es^reSed^followerSf  &c.    Or,  a^ 
the  word  is,  Imitators  of  that  wbicb  is  good.     . 
Voi.n.  A  Thcr^ 
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There  is  an  imitation  of  men  that  is  impious  and 
wicked,  taking  the  copy  of  their  fins;  again,  an  imi- 
tation, that,  though  not  fo  grofsly  evil,  yet  is  poor  and 
fervile,  being  in  mean  things,  yea  fometimes  defcend* 
ing  to  imitate  the  yery  iipperfedions  of  others,  as 
fancying  fome  'comelinefs  in  them  ;  ^s  fome  of  Bafil's 
fcholars,  that  imitated  his  flow  fpeaking,  which  he 
had  a  little  in  the  extreme,  and  could  not  help  :  but 
this  is  always  laudable,  and  worthy  of  the  bed  minds, 
to  be  imitators  of  thai  which  is  good^  wherefover  they 
find  it.  For  that  ftays  not  in  any  man's  perfon,  as  the 
ultimate  pattern, ,  but  arifes  to  the  higheft  grace, 
being  man's  neareft  likenefs  to  God,  his  image  and 
refemblance;  and  fo,  following  the  example  of  the 
faints  in  holinefs,  we  look  higher  than  them,  and 
confider  them  as  receivers,  but  God  as  the  firft  owner 
and  difpenfer  of  grace,  bearing  his  ftamp  and  fuper- 
fcription,  and  belonging  peculiarly  to  him,  in  what 
hand  foevw^t  be  found,  as  carrying  the  mark  of  no 
other  owner,  but  his  only. 

The  word  of  God  bath  our  copy  in  its  perfeftion, 
and  very  legible  and  <^lear ;  and  fo  the  imitation  of 
good,  in  the  complete  rule  of  it,  is  the  regulating  our 
ways  by  the  word :  But,  even  there  we  find,  befides 
general  rules,  the  particular  tracks  of  life  of  divers 
eminent*.holy  perfons,  a»d  thofe  od  purpofe  fet  before 
us,  that  we  may  know  holinefs  not  to  be  an  idle 
imaginary  thing,  but  that  men  have  really  been 
h^dy ;  though  not  altogether  finlefs,  yet  holy  and  fpi- 
ritual  in  fome  good  n^eafure ;  that  there  have  been 
thofe  who  have  Jbined  as  lights  amidjl  a  perverfe  ge^ 
neration,/9i&  greater;  ftars  in  a  dark  night,  and  j/^r  men^ 
as  St  James  fays  of  £lias,  like  us  in  nature^  «fAoi«iraOffic, 
and  the  frailty  of  it  j  fubjeSl  to  like  pajjions  as  we  are, 
James  v.  17.  Why  may  we  not  then  afpire  to  be  holy, 
as  they  were,  and  attain  to  it,  although  we  fhould 
fall  fbort  of  the  degree?  Yet  not  ftopping  at  a  fmall 
meafure,  but  running  further,  prejjingjiill  forward 
toward  the  mark,  FhiL  iii.  14. ;,  following  them  in  the 

way 
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way  they  went,  though  at  a  diftance  ^  npt  reaching 
then:^  and  yet  watkii^g,^  y^a,  running  after  th^im  as 
fell  as  we  can :  Not  judging  of  holinefe  by  oux  own 
floth  and  natud^al  averfjsQefs,  taking  it  fpv  i^Ji^gularity 
fit  only  for  rare  extraordinary  p^rfons,  fuqb  as  Pro- 
phets and  Apoftles  were,  or  ais  the  Church  of  Rome 
fancies  thofe*  to  be,  to  whom  it  vouchfafes.?  rpom  in 
the  roll  of  ikitits,  Dqt  you  npt  know  , that  holineTs  is 
the  only  viii  regiaj  xhjsfolhwinjr  qf  gopd^  thatypath 
wherein  all  the  children  of  God  muft  walk,,  one  fol- 
lowing after  another,  each  driving  to  equal,  and,  if 
they  could,  tooutftripioveq  thof(^they  look  on  as  moll 
advanced  in  it  ?  This  is,  ainongfl  many  other,  a  mif- 
conceit  in  the  Romilh  Ch,urch«  that  they  fc^m  to  make 
holinofs  a  kind  of  impropriate  good,  that  the  conjmon 
fort  can  have  little  fhare  in;  almoft  all  p^ety  being 
fliut  up  within  cloyller- walls,  as  its  only  fit  dwelling. 
Yet  it  hath  not  liked  their  Ipdgiflg,  it  feems,  but  is 
flown  over  the  walls  away  from  thefn  }  for  there  is 
little  of  it  even  there  to  be  found ;  l>ut,.  however,  their 
opinion  of  it  places  it  there,  as  haying, little  to  do 
abroad  in  the  world. 

Whereas  the  truth  is,  that  all  Chriftians  have  this 
for  their  common  talk,  though  fome  are  under  mofe 
peculiar  obligations  to  lludy  thi<?  one  copy.  Look  on 
the  rule  of  holinefs,  aild  be  followers  ^of  it»  and  fol- 
lowers or  imitators  one  of  another,  fo  Ear  as  their  car- 
riage agrees  with  that  primitive  copy,  as  writ  after  ij: ; 
Be  ye  followers  of  mcy  ^Aiff^taiA^  fays  the  Apollle,  even  to 
the  meaoell  Chriftians  amongft  thofe  he  wrote  to,  but 
thus,  as  I  am  ofChriJl^  i  Cor.  xi.  i. 

Is  it  thus  with  us  ?  Are  we  zealous  and  emulous 
followers  of  that  which  is  good,  exciting  each  other, 
by  our  example  to  a  holy  and  Chriftian  converfation, 
provoking  one  another  (fo  »the  Apoftle's  word  is)  to 
love^  and  to  good  v^orks  F  Heb.  x.  24.  Or^i  Are  not 
the  moft,  mutual  corrupters. of  each  other,  and  of  the 
places  and  fof^leties  where  they  live ;  fome  leading, 
and  others  following,  iq.  their  ungodlinefs?  Not  re- 
garding 
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garding  the  courfe  of  thofe  that  are  moft  defirous  to 
walk  holily,  or,  if  at  all,  doing  it  with  a  corrupt  and 
evil  eye  J  not  to  ftudy  and  follow  what  is  good  in 
them,  ttteir  way  of  holinefs,  but  to  efpy  any  the 
lead  ^rong  ftep,  to  take  exad  notice  of  any  imper* 
feftion>  and  fometimes  only  charged  on  them  by  ma- 
lignant falfehood  ?  and  by  this,  either  to  reproach  re* 
.  ligion,  or  to  hearten  or  harden  themfdves  in  theiit  ir- 
rcligion  and  ungodlinefs,  feeking  wartant  for  their 
own  willing  licentioufnefs  in  the  unwilling  failings  of 
God's  children  ?  » 

And,  in  their  converfe  with  fuch  as  themfelves,  they 
are  following  their  profane  way,  and  flattering  and 
bleffing  one  another  jn  it,  "  What  need  we  be  fo 
**  precife  ?  and.  If  I  (hould  not  do  as  others,  they 
**  would  laugh  at  me,  I  (hould  pafs  for  a  fool." 
Well,  thou  wilt  be  a  fool  in  the  moft  wretched  kind, 
rather  than  be  accounted  one  by  fuch  as  are  fools, 
and  know  not  at  all  wherein  true  wifdom  coniifts. 

Thus  are  the  moft  carried  with  the  ftream  of  this 
wicked  ^orld,  their  own  inward  corruption  eafily 
agreeing  and  fuiting  with  it ;  every  man,  as  a  drop, 
falling  into  a  torrent,  and  eafily  made  one,  and  run- 
ning along  with  it  into  that  dead  fea  where  it  emp- 
ties itfelf. 

But  thofe,  whom  the  Lord  hath  a  purpofe  to  fever 
and  fave,  he  carries  in  a  contrary  courfe,  even  to  that 
violent  ftream  ;  and  thefe  are  the  ftudents  of  holinefs, 
the  followers  of  good  \  that  bend  their  endeavours 
thus,  and  look  on  all  fides  diligently,  on  what  may 
animate  and  advance  thfem  ;  on  the  example  of  the 
faints  in  former  times,  and  on  the  good  they  efpy  in 
thofe  that  live  together  with  them  ;  and,  above  all, 
ftudying  that  perfeft  rule  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that 
higheft  and  firft  pattern,  there  fo  often  fet  before  them, 
even  the  Author  of  that  rule,  the  Lord  himfelf ; 
fludying  to  he  holy  as  he  is  holy ^  to  he  bountiful  and  mer^ 
piful  as  their  heavenly  Father^  y  and  in  all  labouring 
-      •  '        ■  to 
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to  be,  as  the  A^oRl^.cxUotts^lhwers  of  God  as  dear 
<:bildren^  Eph.  v.  i,  2.  As  children  that  are  beloved 
of  their  &ther,:and  do  love  and  reverence  him  ;  who 
therefore  wilh  be  ambitious  to  be  like  him,  and  par- 
ticularly aim  at  the  following  any  virtues  or  excel- 
lency in  him  :  Now,  thus  it  is  moll  reafonable  in  the 
children  of  God,  their  Fatb^r.being  the  higheit  and 
beft  of  all  excellency  and  perfedion. 

But  this  excellent  pattern  is  drawn  down  nearer 
their  view  in  the  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;  where  we  have 
that  bighefl  example  made  low,  and  yet  lofing  no- 
thing of  its  perfedion.  So  ^  that  we  may  ftudy  God 
in  man,  and  read  all  our  lefTon,  without  any  blot,  eve!n 
in  our  own  nature.  ..  And  this  is  truly  the  only  way 
to.be  the  heft  proficients  in  this  fbllowing  and  imitat- 
ing of  all  good*  In  him  we  may  learn  all,  even  thofe 
leflbns  that  men  moit  defpife ;  God  teaching  them, 
by  ading  them,  and  calling  us  to  follow  ;  Learn  of  me^ 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  hearty  Mat.  xi.  29.  But 
this  is  too  large  a  fubjed.  Would  you  advance  in  all 
grace  ?  ftudy  ^Chrift  much,  and  you  fhall  find  not  only 
the  pattern  in  him,  but  ftrength  and  ikill  from  him 
to  follow  it. 

1.  The  advantage  ;  Who  is  be  that  will  harm  you? 

The  very  name  of  it  fays  fo  much;  agood^  worthy 
th^  following  for  itfelfr  But  there  is  this  further  to 
perfuade  it,  that,  hefides  higher  benefit,  it  oftentimes 
cuts  ofif  the  occafions  of  prefent  evils  and  difturbances^ 
that  otherwife  are  incident  to  men.  Who  is  he  ?  Men, 
even  evil  men,  will  often  be  overcome  by  our  blarjie- 
kfs  and  harmlefs  behaviour. 

I.  In  the  life  of  a  godly  man,  taken  together  in 
the  whole  body  and.  frame  of  it,  there  is  a  grave 
beauty  or  comelinefs,  that  oftentimes  forces  fome 
kind  of  reverence  and  refpecft  to  it,  even  in  ungodly 
minds*  t 

"Z.  Though  a  natural  man  cannot  love  them  fpiri- 
tually,  as  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  God  j  (for  fo  only 
the  partakers  of  them  are  lovers^  of  them  j)  yet  he 

,  may 

V 
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may  have,  and  ufuallji.  hath,  a  natural  liking  and 
efteem  of  fome  kind  of  virtues  which  are  in  a  Chri^ 
ftian,  and  are  not,  in  their  right  nature,  in  any  other 
to  be  found  ;  though  a  moralift  may  have  fomewhat 
like  them,  me^knefs,  and  patience^  and  charity^  and 
fidelity  J  &c. 

3.  Thefc,  and  other  fuch  like  graces,  do  make  a 
Chriftian  life  fa  inoffenfive  and  calm,  that,  except 
where  the  matter  of  their  God  or  religion  is  made 
the  crime,  malice  itfelf  can  fcarce  tell  where  to  fa- 
ften  its  teeth  or  lay  bold,  or  hath  nothing  to  pull  by, 
though  it  would  ;  yea,  oftentimes,  for  want  of  work 
or  occafions,  it  will  fali  alleep  for  a  while  ;  whereas 
ungodlineis  and  iniquity,  fometimes  by  breaking  out 
into  notorious  crimes,  draws  out  the  fword  of  civil 
juftice,  and  where  it  rifes  not  fohigh,  yet  it  involves 
men  in  frequent  contentions  and  quarrels,  Prov,  xxiii. 
29.  .  How  often  are  the  lufts,  and  pride,  and  cove- 
.  toufnefs  of  men,  paid  with  dangers,  and  troubles,  and 
vexations,  that,  befides  what  is  abiding  them  hereafter, 
do  even  in  this  prefent  life  fpring  out  of  them  ?  Now, 
thefe  the  godly  efcape,  by  their  juft,  and  mild,  and 
humble  carriage.  Whence  Jo  many  jars  and  Jlrifes 
amongft  the  greateft.^art,  but  from -their  unchriilian 
hearts  and  lives, /rom  their  lujls  that  war  in  their  mem- 
bers? Jam.  ivw  I.;  their  felf-love and  unmortified  paf- 
fions?  One  will  bate  nothing  of  his  will,  nor  the 
other  of  his.  Thus,  where  pride  and  paffion  meet 
on  both  fides,  it  cannot  be  but  a  fire  will  be  kindled  ; 
when  hard  flints  ftrike  together,  the  fparks  will  fly 
about ;  but  a  foft  mild  fpirit  is  a  great  preferver  of 
its  own  peace,  kills  the  power  of  conteft  ;  as  wool- 
packs,  or  fucb  like  foft  matter,  moft  deaden  the  force  of 
bullets.  A  fqft  anfwer  turns  away  wrath,  fays  Solo- 
mon, trov.  XV.  I. ;  beats  it  off,  breaks  the  bone,  as  he 
&ys  ;  the  very  ftreogth  of  it,  as  the  bones  are  in  the 
body. 

And  thus  we  find  it,  they  that  think  tfaemfelves 
high  fpiritedy  and  will  bear  leaft,  as  they  fpeak,  are 

oftent 
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often,  even  by  that^  forced  to  bow  moft,  or  to  burlf 
andet  it ;  while  humility  and  meeknefs  efcape  many 
a  burden,  and  many  a  blow,  always  keeping  peace 
within,  and  often  without  too. 

Reflexitm  i.  If  this  were  duly  confidered,  might 
it  |iot  do  fomewhat  to  induce  your  minds  to  love  the  . 
way  of  religion,  for  that  it  would  fo  much  abate  the 
turbulency  and  unquietnefs  that  abounds  in  the  lives 
of  men  ;  a  great  pact  whereof  the  moft  do  procure 
by  the  earthlinefs  ^nd  diftemper  of  their  own  carnal 
minds,  and  the  diforder  in  their  ways  that  arifes 
thetice. 

2.  You,  whofe  hearts  are  fet  towards  God,  and 
your  feet  entered  into  his  ways,  I  hope  will  find  no  rea- 
foil  for  a  change,  but  many  reafons  to  commend  and 
endear  that  way  to  you  every  day  more  than  another  ; 
and,  amongft  the  reft,  even  this,  that,  in  thern^  you 
efcape  many,  even  prefent,  mifchiefs,  that  you  fee  the 
ways  pf  the  world  are  full  of.  And,  if  you  will  be 
careful  to  ply  your  rule,  and  ftudy  your  copy  better, 
you  ftiall  find  itraore  fo.  The  more  yoxi  follow  that 
which  is  good f  the  more  ihall  you  avoid  a  number  ot 
outward  evik,  that  are  ordinarily  drawn  on  upon  men 
by  their  own  enotmities  Tind  paffions.  Keep  as  clofe 
as  yoti  can  to  the  genuine,  even,  track  of  a  Chriftian 
walk  ;  add  labour  for  a  prudent  and  meek  behaviour, 
adorning  your  holy  profefiioh,  and  this  (hall  adorn  you, 
and.  fometimes  gain  tbofc  that  are  without,  i  Cor.  ix. 
21.;  yea,  even  your  enemies  (hall  be  conftrained  to 
approve  it.  \ 

it  is  known  how  much  the  fpotlcfs  lives  and  pa- 
tient fufFerings  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  did  fome- 
times work  upon  their  beholders,  yea,  on  their  per- 
fecutors ;  and  perfuaded  fome  that  would  not  (hare 
with  them  in  their  religion,  yet  t6  fpcak  and  write 
for  them. 

Seeing,  then,  that  reafonand  experience  do  jointly 
aver  it,  that  thtf  lives  of  nicn,  coaverfant  together, 
have  generally  a  great  influence  one  upon  , another  ; 

for, 
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for,  example  is  an  animated  or  living  rule,  and  is  both 
the  fhorteft  and  moll  powerful  way  of  teaching :  Let 
me  graft  an  exhortation  or  two,  on  this  obvious  re- 
mark. 

!•  Whofoever  are  in  an   exemplary  or  leading^ 
place,  in  relation  to  others,  be  it  many  or  few^  htye 
fiKf^  followers  of  God.     Set  before  you  the  rule  of 
holihefs,  and  withal,  the  belt  and  btgbeil  examples 
of  th«)fe  that  have  walked  according  to  it,  and  then 
you  will  be  leading  in  it ;  and  thofe  that  ^re  under 
you,  and  bent  to  follow  you  in  fo  doing,  vfiW  follow 
ibat  which  is  good^  i  "JTbelT.  v.  15.     Lead  aAd  draw 
them  on,  by  adn^onifhing,  and  cdunfelling>  and  ex- 
horting, but  efpecially  by  walking. — -JPaftors,  be  [two*} 
enfdmples  to  the  flock,  or  ^o</^/j*,jtS  pur  Apoftlp  hath 
it,    I  Pet.  V.  3.    that  they  may*  be  ftampr  ^dgbt, 
taking  the  impreffion  of  your  lives,  ,  Sound  do^rine 
alone  will  not  I'erve  ;  though  the  water  you  give  your 
flocks  be  pure,  yet  if  you  lay  fpotted  rods  before  them, 
it  will  bring  forth  fpotted  lives  in  th^m  ;  either  teach 
not  at  all,  or  teach  by  the  rhetoric  of  your  lives  *.— 
Ye,  elders,  be  fuch  in  grave  and  pipus  carriage,  what* 
fpeverbeyour  years;  for  young  men  may  be  fo,  and, 
poflibly,  gray  hairs  may  have  nothing  under  them  but 
gadifhneis  and  folly  many  years  old,  habituated  and . 
inveterate  ungodlinefs.-j-Parent8  and  mailers,  let  your 
children  and  fervants  read  in  your  lives  the  life  and 
power  of  godlinefs^  the  praSlice  of  piety  ;  not  lying  in 
your  windows  or  corners  of  your  houfes,  and  confined 
within  the  clafp  of  the  book,  bearing  that  or  any  fuch 
like  title,  but  fhining  in  your  Uves. 

2.  You  that  are  eafily  receptive  of  the  inapreflion 
of  example,  beware  of  the  damp  of  unholinefs,  and 
a  carnal  formal  courfe  of  profeflion,  whereof  the 
examples  are  mod  abounding ;  but,  thgugh  they  be 
fewer  that  bear  the  lively  image  of  God  imprefled  on 
their  hearts,  and  exprefled  in  their  a&ions,  yet  fludy 
thcfe,  and  he  followers  of  thofe  as  they  are  of  Chri/i, 

I  Cor. 
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I  Cor.  iv.  16.  I  know  you  will  cfpy  much  irregu- 
lar and  unfandified  carriage  in  us  that  are  fet  up  for 
the  miniftry  ;  and  if  you  look  round,  you  will  find 
the  Hvorld  lying  in  wickednefs  ;  yet,  if  there  be  any 
that  have  any  fparks  of  divine  light  in  them,  con- 
verfe  withthofe  and  follow  them. 

3.  And,  generally,  this  I  fay  to  all,  for  none  are  fo 
complete,  but  they  may  efpy  fome  i  mi  table  and 
emulable  good,  even  in  meaner  Chriflians  ;  acquaint 
yourfelves  with  the  word,  the  rule  of  holinefs ;  and 
th^o,  with  an  eye  to  that,  look  on  one  another,  and 
be  zealous  of  4)rogrefs  in  the  ways  of  holinefs. 
Choofe  to  converfc  with  fuch  as  may  excite  you  and 
advance  you,  both  by  their  advice  and  example. 
Let  not  a  corrupt  generation^  in  which  you  live,  be 
the  worfe  by  you,  nor  you  the  worfe  by  it.  As  far 
as  you  fleceflarily  engage  in  fome  converfation  with 
thofe  that  are  unholy,  let  them  not  puU  you  into  the 
mire,  but,  if  you  can,  help  them  out ;  and  let  not  any 
cuftom.  of  fm  about  you,  by  familiar  feeing,  gain 
upon  you,  fo  as  to  think  it  fa(hionable  and  comely  ; 
yea,  or  fo  as  not  to  think  it  deformed  and  hateful. 
Know,  that  you  muil  row  againft  the  ftream  of  wick- 
ednefs in  the  world,  unlefs  you  would  be  carried  with 
it  to  the  dead  fea,  or  lake  of  perdition  ;  take  that  grave 
counfel,  given,  Rom.  xii.  2.  be  not  conformed  to  ibis 
world f  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  refiewing  of  your 
*  mind^  which  is  the  daily  advancement  in  renovation, 
purifying  and  refining  every  day. 

Now,  in  this  way  you  Ihall  have  fweet  inward  peace 
and  j^y,  and  fome  outward  advantage  too  \  that*  men, 
except  they  are  monftroufly  cruel  and  malicious,  will 
not  fo  readily  barm  you.  It  will  abate  much  of  their 
rage  ;  but,  however,  if  you  do  not  efcape  fuffering  by 
your  holy  carriage,  yea,  if  you  fuffer  even  for  it,  yet 
in  that  are  ye  bappy^  as  the  Apoftle  immediately  adds. 

Vo^.XI.  »  Yer.  J4. 
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Vcr,  14.  But  and  if  ye  Jifffer  for  rigbieoufnefs  fake^ 
happy  are  ye ;  and  he  not  afraid  of  their  terror^ 
neither  b^'trqubledp  .      ;     " 

IN  this  verfe  wc  may  obferve  two  things:  lyl,  Even 
in  the  mod;  blamelefs  way  of  a  Chriftian's  life,  his 
iffering  fuppofec}.    ^dly^  His  happinefs,  even  in  fuf- 
fering,  afferted, 

I.  SttjScring  is  ftippofcd  notwithftanding  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  ytv^for  rigbteoufnefs  ;  and  that  not  as  a  ftrc 
unufual  accident,  but  as  the  frequent  lot  of  Chrif- 
tiahs ;  as  Luther  calls  perfecuti$n^  maluj genius  Evan- 
^elii.  And  we,  being  forwarned  of  this,  as  not  only 
thD  poflible,  but  the  frecjuent  lot  of  the  faints,  ought 
.  not  to  hearken  to  the  falfe  prophecies  of  pur  own 
felf-love,  that  divines  what  it  would  gladly  have,  and 
eafily  perfuades  us  to  believe  it.  Think  not  that  any 
prudence  will  lead  you  by  all  opofitions  and  malice 
pf  an  ungodly  world ;  but  many  winter  Wafts  will 
meet  you  in  the  mbft  inoffenfiye  way  of  religion,  if 
^pu  keep  Araight  to  it.  Suffering  and  war  with  the 
worl4  \^  a  part  of  the  godly  man's  portion  here,  which 
feems  har4,  but,  take  it  altogether,  it  is  fweet ;  none 
in  thpir  wits  will  refufe  that  legacy  tnUvt^Inthe 
world  ye  jhall  have  trouble^  but  in  me  ye  Jball  have 
peace^  John  xvi^  ult. 

Look  about  you,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  eilate  of 
man,  or  courfe  pf  life,  exempted  from  troubles.  The 
greateft  are  ufually  fubjeft  to  greateft  vexations  ;  as 
the  largeft  bodies  have  the  largeft  fliadows  attending 
them*  We  need  not  tell  nobles  and  rich  men,  that 
contentment  doth  not  dwell  in  great  palaces  and 
titles,  nor  in  full  coffers ;  they  feel  it,  that  they  are  not 
free  of  much  anguifli  and  moleftation,  and  that  a 
proportionable  train  of  cares,  as  conftantly  as  of  fer- 
vants,  follows  great  place  and  wealth.  Riches,  and 
trouble,  or  noife,  are  fignified  by  the  fame  Hebrew 
ip^rprd,  yw  i  compare  Job  xxxvi.  19.  with  xxx,  24.  ; 

aijd 
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and  kings  find  that  their  crowns,  that  are  fet  fo  rich- 
ly with  diamonds  without,  are  lined  with  thorns 
within. 

And,  if  we  fpeak  of  men  that  are  fcrvants  to  un^ 
rigbteoufnefs^  befides  what  is  to  come,  are  they  not 
often  forced  tofuffer,  amongft  the  fervice  of  their  lufts^ 
the  diftempers  that  attend  unhealthy  intemperance  ) 
and  poverty  that  dogs  luxury  at  the  heels  ;  and  the 
fit  punifiiment  of  voluptuous  perfons  in  painful  difea-^ 
ieSy  that  either  quickly  cut  the  thread  of  life,  or  make 
their  aged  bones  full  oftbefins  of  their  youtb^  Job.  xx^ 
II?  So  that^  on  the  whole,  take  what  way  you  will^ 
there  is  no  place  nor  condition  fo  fenced  and  guarded^ 
but  public  calamities,  or  perfooal  griefs,  find  a  way 
to  reach  us. 

Seeing,  then,  we  muft  fuSer,  whatever  courfe  we 
take,  this  kind  of  fufiering,  to  fi^erfor  rigbteoufneft^ 
is  far  the  beft*  .What  Julius  Csefar  laid  ill,  of  doing 
ill  *,  we  may  well  fay  of  fufieriag  ill ;  if  it  muft  be, 
it  is  bed  to  be  for  a  kingdom.  And  thofe  are  the 
terms  on  which  Chriftians  are  called  to  fuffer  for 
righteoufnefs  \ifwe  will  reign  witb  Cbrijij  certain  it 
is  we  mujl  fuffer  witb  bim  ;  and,  if  we  do  fuffer  witb 
bivif  it  is  as  certain  wejball  reign  witb  him^  2  Tim. 
ii.  iz.    And  therefore  fuch  fufferers  are  bappy. 

But  I  fhall  profecute  this  fuffering  for  righteouf- 
nefs, only  with  relation  to  the  Appftle's  prefent  rea<« 
foning.  His  conclufion  be  eftablifhes  :  i.  From  the 
favour  and  protedion  of  God.  2.  From  the  nature 
of  the  thing  itfelf.  Now,  we  would  confider  the  con- 
fifteoce  of  this  fuppofition  with  thofe  reafons. 

xflj  From  the  favour  or  prote&ion  of  God.  The 
eyes  oftbe  Z^r^  being  on  the  righteous  for  their  good, 
and  j&i/  ear  open  to  their  prayer  ;  how  is  it,  that,  not- 
witbftanding  all  thi$  favour  and  infpedion,  they  are 
fo  much  expcifed  to  fuffering ;  and,  even  for.  the  re« 
gard  and  affedlion  they  btear  towards,  him,-  fuffering 

for 

*  Si  violandum  eJljuSy  regnandi  caiifd  viblandum. 
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for  rightjeoufnefs  ?  Thefe  feem  not  to  agree  well,  yet 
they  do. 

It  is  not  faid  that  his  eye  is  fo  on  them,  as  that  he 
will  never  fee  them  afflided,  nor  have  them  fufFer 
any  thing  ;  no:  But  this  is  their  great. privilege  and 
comfort  in  fuffering,  that  his  gracious  eye  is  then  upon 
them^  and  fees  their  trouble,  and  bis  ear  towards  them  ; 
not  fo  as  to  grant  them  ah  exemption,  (for  that  thiey 
will  not  feek  for),  but  feafonable  deliverance,  and,  in 
the  mean  while,  ftrong  fupport,  as  is  evident  in  that 
xxxiv.  Pfalm.  If  his  eye  be  always  on  them,  he  fees 
them  fuffer  often,  for  their  affiiSiions  are  fnanyy  ver. 
19. ;  and  iFhis  ear  be  to  theiti,  he  hears  many  fighs 
and  cries  prelTed  out  by  fufferings :  And  they '  are 
content ;  this  is  enough,  yea  better  than  not  to  fuffer  ^ 
they  fuffer,  and  often  direftly  for  hiip;  but  he  fees  it 
all,  takes  perfed  notice  of  it,  therefore  it  is  not  loft.^ 
And  they  are  forced  to  cry,  but  none  of  their  cries 
efcape  his  ear  \  he  hears,  and  he  manifefts  that  he 
fees  and  hears,  for  he  delivers  tbem  ;  and,  till  he  does 
that,  he  keeps  them  from  being  crufhed  under  the 
weight  of  the  fuffering ;  He  keeps  all  bis  bones,  not 
one  of  them  is  broken^  Pfal.  xxxiv.  20. 

He  fees,  yea  appoints  and  provides,  thefe  confiids 
for  his  choiceft  fervants  :  be  fets  his  champions  to  en* 
counter  the  malice  of  Satan  and  the  worlds  for  his 
fake,  to  give  proof  of  the  truth  and  theftrength  of  their 
love  to  him  for  whom  they  fuffer,  and  to  overcome 
even  in  fuffering. 

He  is  fure  of  his  defigned  advantages  out  of  the 
fufferings  of  his  church  and  faints  for  his  name }  he 
Ibfes  nothing,  and  they  lofe  nothing  :  but  their  ene- 
mies,  when  they  rage  maft,  and  prevail  mod,  are  ever 
the  greateft  lofers.  His  own  glory  grows,  the  graces 
of  his  people  grow,  yea,  their  very  number  grows,  and* 
that  fomictimes  mod  by  their  greateft  fufferings;  it 
was  evident  in  the  firft  ages^  of  the  Chriftain  churches : 
where  were  the  glory  of  fo  much  invincible  love  and 
patience,  if  they,  had  riot  been  fo  put  to  it  ?  . 

2dly, 
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adfy^  For  the  other,  that  argument  from  the  na* 
ture  of  the  thing :  It  is  certain  that»  when  it  is  inti- 
mated that  the  (oid  following  qf  good  would  preferve 
from  barnif  it  fpeaks  what  it  is  apt  to  do,  and  what, 
in  fome  meafure,  it  often  doth  ;  but  then,  confidering 
the  nature  of  the  world,  its  enmity  againjl  God  and 
religion,  that  flrong  poifon  in  the  ferpent^s  feed,  it  is 
not  ftrange  that  it  often  proves  otherwife ;  that,  not* 
withftanding  the  righteous  carriage  of  Chriftians, 
yea  even  becaufe  qfit^  they  fuffer  much.  It  is  a  re- 
folved  cafe,  all  that  will  live  godly  mujl  fuffet  perfecu^ 
tion^  iTimi  iii.  ia«  It  meets  a  Chriftian  in  his  en* 
try  to  the  way  of  the  kingdom,  and  goes  along  all 
the  way.  No  fooner  caii'ft  thou  begin  to  fcek  the 
way  to  heaven,  but  the  world  will  feek  how  to  vex 
and  moleft  thee,  and  make  that  way  grievous  ;  if  no 
other  way,  by  feoffs  and  taunts,  intended  as  bitter 
blafts  to  deftroy  the  tender  bloiTom  or  bud  of  reli- 
gion, or,  (as  Herod),  to  kill  Chrift  newly  born.  You 
fhall  no  fooner  begin  to  inquire  after  God,  but,  twen- 
ty to  one,  they  wUl  begin  to  inquire,  if  tbou  art  gone 
mad.  But  if  thou  knoweit  wbo  it  is  whom  thou  baji 
trujled^  2.  Tim,  i.  12.  and  whom  thou  loveft,  this  is 
afinall  matter.  What  though  it  were  deeper  and 
Iharper  fufferings,  yet  ftill,  if  you  fuffer  for  rigbteouf 
nefSy  bappy  are  you : 

Which  is  they^^o;!^  thing  that  was  propofed,  and  more 
particularly  imports,  i.That  a  Chriftian,  under  the 
heavieft  load  oi  fufferings  for  rigbteoufnefSf  is  yet  ftill 
happy^  notwithftanding  ihefe  fufferings.  2.  That  he 
is  happier  even  by  thefe  fufferings.     And, 

j^,  All  the  fufferings  and  diftreffes  of  this  world 
are  not  able  to  deftroy  the  happinefs  of  a  Chriftian, 
nor  diminifh  it ;  yea,  they  cannot  at  all  touch  it,  it 
is  out  of  their  reach.  If  it  were. built  on  worldly 
enjoyments,  then  worldly  deprivements  and  fuffer- 
ings might  fhake  it,  yea,  might  undo  it ;  when  thofe 
rotten  props  fail,  that  which  refls  on  them  muft  fall,. 
He  that  hdtbfet  bis  beari.on^  bis  riches,  a  few  hours 

can 
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can  make  him  miferable ;  he  that  lives  on  popular 
applaufe^  it  is  almoft  in  any  body's  power  to  rob 
him  of  his  happinefs,  a  little  flight  or  difgrace  un^ 
does  him ;  or,  whatfoever  the  foul  fixes  on  of  thefet 
moving  unfixed  things,  pluck  them  from  it,  and  it 
mull  cry  after  them,  Te  have  taken  away  my  gods* 

But  the  believer's  happinefs  is  fafe,  out  of  the 
reach  of  fhot;  he  may  be  impoverifhed  and  impri*. 
foned,  and  tortured  and  killed ;  but  this  one  thing  is 
out  of  hazard,  he  cannot  be  miferable;  ftill,  in  the 
luidllof  all  thefe,  fubfifts  he  a  happy  man;  If  all 
friends  be  fliut  jout,  yet  the  vifits  of  the  Comforter 
may  be  frequent,  bringing  him  glad  tidings  from 
heaven,  arid  communing  with  him  of  the  love  of 
Cbrift,  and  folacing  him  in*  that.  It  was  a  great 
word  for  a  heathen  to  lay  of  his  falfe  accufers,  Kill 
me  they  may^  hut  they  cannot  hurt  me :  How  much 
more  confidently  may  the  Chriftian  fay  fo  !  Banifh- 
ment  he  fears  not,  for  his  country  is  above;  nor 
death,  for  that  fends  him  home  into  that  country. 

The  believing  foul,  having  hold  of  Jefus  Cbrift, 
can  eafily  defpife  the  bed  and  the  word  of  the  world, 
and  bid  defiance  to  all  that  is  in  it ;  can  Ihare  with 
the  Apoftle  in  that  of  his/  /  am  perfuaded  that  nei^ 
ther  death  nor  lifejhall  feparate  me  from  the  love  of 
Godf  which  is  in  Chrijl  Jefus  our  Lord^  Rom.  viii.  ult. 
Yea,  what  though  the  frame  of  the  world  were  a- 
diflblving,  and  falling  to  pieces!  This  happinefs 
holds,  and  is  not  ftirred  by  it ;  for  it  is  in  that  Rock 
of  eternity,  that  ittrs  not,  dor  changes  at  all. 

Our  main  work,  truly,  if  you  will  believe  it,  is  this, 
to  provide  this  immovable  happinefs,  that  amidft 
all  changes,  ahd  loiTes,  and  fuflferings,  may  hold  firm^ 
You  may  he  free  ^  choofe  it  rather;  not  to  ftand  to  the 
courtcfy  of  any  thing  about  you,  nor  of  any  man, 
whether  enemy  or  friend,  for  the  tenure  of  your 
happinels.  Lay  it  higher  and  furer,  and,  if  you  be 
wife,  provide  fuch  a  peace  as  will  remain  QntQUched 
in  the  hotteft  flame ;  fucl^  a  light  as  will  fliine  in 

the 
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tfaed&q>eft  dungeon,  and  fuch  a  life  as  is  fafe  evea 
in  deadiitfelf  ;*  that  life  that  is  bid  with  Cbrijl  in  God^ 
CoL  iii.  3» 

Bat  if  in  othtv  fufferings,  even  the  worft  and  fad- 
defty  the  believer  be  ftill  a  happy  man,  then  more  ef- 
pecially  in  thofe;that  are  the  beii  kind,  fuffering  for 
righteoufnefs  :  Not  only  do  they  not  detract  from  his 
happineis;  but^ 

2rf/y,  They  concur  and  give  acccffion  to  it ;  he  is 
happy  even  fo  by  fuffering ;  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  confiderationSy 

X.  It  is  the  hai^inefs  of  a  Chriftian,  until  he  at* 
tain  perfe&ion,  to  be  advancing  towards  it;  to  be 
daily  refining  from  fin,  and  growing  richer  and 
ftronger  in  the  graces  that  make  up  a  Chriftian,  a 
new  creature  ;  to  attain  a  higher  degree  of  patience, 
and  meekiiefs,  and  humility,  to  h^&ve  the  heart  more 
weaned  from  the  earth  and  fixed  on  heaven :  now, 
as  other  afili£lions  of  the  faints  do  help  them  in  thofe 
their  fufferings  for  righteoufnefs,  the  unrighteous  and 
injurious  dealings  of  the  world  with  them  have  a 
particular  fitnefs  for  this  purpofe.  Thofe  trials  that 
come  immediately  from  God's  own  hand,  feem  t% 
bind  to  a  patient  and  humble  compliance,  with  more* 
authority,  apd,  (I  may  fay),  necefiity :  There  is  no 
plea,  no  place  for  fo  much  as  a  word,  unlefs  it^  be  di-  . 
redly  and  exprefsly  againft  the  Lord's  own  dealing  i 
but  unjuft  fuffering  at  the  hands  of  men,  requires 
Ibmc  uncommon  degrees  of  refped  unto  God,  with- 
out whdfe  hand  they  cannot  move  ;  fo  that  for  his 
fake,  and  for  reverence  and  love  to  him,  a  Chriftian 
can  go  through  thofe  with  that  mild  eyennefs  of 
Ipirit,  that  overcomes  even  in  fuffering. 

And  there  is  nothing  outward  more  fit  to  perfuade 
a  man  to  give  up  with  the  world  and  its  friendftiip, 
than  to  feel .  itmch  of  its  enmity  and  malice ;  and 
that  directly  venting,  itfelf  againft  religipn,  making 
that  the  very  quacrd,  which  is  of  all  things  deareft 
to  a  Chriftian,  and  in  higheft  efteem  with  him. 

K 
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i  If  the  world  (hould  carefs  them,  and  fmile  on^ 
them,  they  might  be  ready  to  forget  their  home ; 
or  at  lead  to  abate  in  the  frequent  thoughts  and  fer- 
vent defires  of  it,  and  to  turn  into  fome  familiarity  with 
the  world,  and  favourable  thoughts  of  it,  fo  as  to  let 
out  fomev^bat  of  their  hearts  after  it ;  and  thus  grace 
would  grow  faint  by  the  diverfion  and  calling  forth 
of  the  fpirits ;  as  in  fummer,  in  the  hotteft  and  fair«- 
eft  weather,  it  is  with  the  body. 

It  is  a  confirmed,  obfervation,  by  the  experience  of 
all  ages,  that  when  the  Church  flouriAied  moft  in 
outward  peace  and  wealth,  it  abated  moft  of  its  .^i- 
ritual  luftre  ^i  which  is  its  genuine  and  true  beauty  ; 
and,  when  it  feemed  moft  miferable  by  perfecutions 
and  fuflferings,  it  was  moft  happy,  in  fincerity,  and 
zeal,  and  vigour  of  grace.  When  the  moon  fliines 
brighteft  towards  the  earth,  it  is  dark  heaven- wards ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  when  it  appears  not,  is  neareft 
the  fun,  and  clear  towards  heaven, 

2.  Pcrfecuted  Chriftians  are  happy  in  ading  and 
evidencing,  by  thofe  fufferings  for  God,  their  lov,e  to 
him.  Love  delights  in  difficulties,  and  grows  in 
them :  The  ipore  a  Chriftian  fufrers  for  Chrift,  the 
more  he  loves  him,  and  accounts  him  the  dearer ; 
and  the  more  he  loves  him,  ftill  the  ipore  can  he 
fufFer  for  him. 

3.  They  are  happy,  as  in  teftifying  love  tO-  Chrift 
^nd  glorifying  him^  fo  in  conformity  with  him, 
which  is  love's  ambition.  It  affeds  likenefs  and  har^ 
mdny  at  any  rate.  A  bdiever  would  readily  take 
it  as  an  affront,  that  the  world  fhould  be  kind  to 
him,  that  was  fo  harfli  and  cruel  to  his  beloved  Lord 
and  Mafter.  Canft  thou  exped,  or  wpuld'ft  thou 
wifti,  fraooth  language  from  that  world  that  reviled 
thy  Jefus,  that  called  him  Beelzebub  ?  Could'ft  thou 
own  and  accept  friendihip  at  its  hands,  that  buffeted 
him,  and  (bed  his  blood  ?  Or,  art  thou  rather  moft 
willing  to  (hare  with  him,  and  of  St  Paul's  mind, 

^  *  Ojfibus  mafoTt  virtutibus  minor. 
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wbo  executed  bis  emhaffy in  chains*^  Eph.  vi.  20.;  and 
jct  could  boldly  fay.  Gal.  vi.  14*  God  forbid  that  I 
Jbould  glory  in  any  tbing  fave  in  the  crofs  of  Cbriftj 
wbereby  the  world  ts  crucijfied  unto  me^  and  I  unto  the 
worML 

4*  Suffering  Chriftians  are  happy  in  the  rich  Aip^- 
plies  of  fpiritual  comfort  and  joy,  that  in  thofe  times 
of  fuffering  are  ufual ;  fo  that  a«  tbeir  Jufferings  for 
Cbri/i  do  aboundy  tbeir  confolations  in  bim  abound  mucb 
more,  as  the  Aj^oftle  tefiifies,  2  Con  i.  5.  God  is 
fpeaking  moft  peace* to  the  foul  when  the  world 
fpeaks  moft  war  and  enmity  againft  it ;  and  this  com* 
penfes  abunHantly.  When  the  Chriftian  lays  the 
gceateft  fufferings  men  can  inflid  in  the  one  balance, 
and  the  leaft  glances  of  God's  countenance  in  the 
other,  he  fays,  it  is  worth  all  the  enduring  of  thefe 
to  enjoy  this ;  fays  with  David,  PfaL  cix.  28*  Let  tbeni 
turfCj  but  blefs  tbou;  let  them  frown,  but  fmile  thou. 
And  thus  God  ufually  doth ;  refrefhes  fuch  as  are 
prifoners  for  him  with  vifits,  that/  they  would  buy 
again  with  the  hardeft  reftraint  and  debarring  of 
neareft  friends.  The  world  cannot  but  misjudge  the 
ftate  of  fuffering  Chriftians;  it  fees,  a^  Bernard 
fpeaks,  their  croJQTes,  but  not  their  anointings  f. 
Was  not  Stephen,  think  you,  in  a  happy  pofture 
even  in  his  enemies .  hands  ?  Was  he  afraid  of  the 
(bowers  of  ftones  coming  about  his  ears,  that  ^u;  tbe 
heavens  opened^  and  Jefus  Jlanding  on  tbe  Father* s 
right  hand  ?  fo  little  was  he  then  troubled  with  the 
ftoning  him,  that^  as  the  text  hath  it,  in  the  midft  of 
them  befell  ajleep^  Ads  vii.  55.  60. 

5.  If  thofe  fufferings  be  fo  fmall,  that  they  are 
weighed  down  even  with  prefent  comforts,  and  £3 
the  Chriftian  be  happy  in  them  in  that  regard,  how 
much  more  doth  the  weight  of  glory^  2  Cor.  iv.  17. 
furpafs,  that  follows  thefe  fufferings  ?  They  are  nbt 
worthy  to  come  in  comparifon ;  they  are  as  nothing 

Vol.  11.  C  tp 

'i,Vi4ent  cruces  noftras^  unRiomsnon  viJcnt*    St  Bero. 
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Ijto  th?Lt^Iory  that  Jball  he  revealed^  iii  the  Apoftle's 
arithmetic.  That,  his  expreffion,  impbrts,  {Aoyi^f|Mit1, 
Ti^hen  I  have  caft  up  the  fum  of  the  fufiferings  of  this 
prefent  time,  this  inftant  now,  [t^ »»»],  th^  amount 
to  juft  nothing  in  refpe6t  oi  that  glory^  Rom.  viii.  i8» 
1^0 w,  thefe  fqfferings  are  happy,' becaufe  they  are  the 
\ray  to  this  happinefs,  and  pledges  of  it,  and  (if  any 
thing  do)  they  raife.the  very  degree  of  it;  however, 
it  is  an  exceeding  excellent  weight  of  glory;  the  He- 
brew lyord  that  fignifies  glory^  fignifies  ijoeigbt,  133 ; 
yet  the  glpries  th4t  are  here  are  all  t^o  lights  ro  i^atfj^aVf 
except  in  the  weight  of  pare«  and  forrows  th&t  attend 
them,  bpt  that  hath  the  weight  of  complete  bleffed- 
nefs  ;  fpeak  not  of  all  the  fufferings,  nor  of  all  the 
profperities  of  this  poor  Ufe,  por  of  any  thing  in  it, 
^s  worthy  of  a  thought,  when  that  glory  is  named  ^ 
yea,  let  pot  this  life  be  called  life,  when  we  mentiop 
that  ot)ier  Ufe,  that  our  Lorc}^  by  his  death,  bath  pur- 
chafed  for  us. 

l^e  not  qfraid  of  their  terror.J  No  time,  nor  place 
^1  the  woirld,  is  fq  favourable  to  religion,  that  it  is 
not  ftill  needful  to  arm  a  Cbriftian  mind  agaiuft  the 
putward  pppofit^ons  and  difcourageipents  he  ihall 
meet  with  in  his  way  to  heayen.  This  is  the  Appftle's 
fcope  here  i  and  he  doth  it,  i/?,  By  an  afiertion  ;  2^/^, 
3y  an  e:[^hortation,  The  afiertion,  that,  in  fuj^ering 
for  ri^hteojifnefsj  they  are  happy.  The  exhortation^ 
agreeable  to  the  afiertion,  that  they  fear  not^  Why 
ihould  they  fear  any  thing  that  are  afiiired  of  happi- 
neis,  yea,  that  ajre  the  more  happy  by  thofe  very  thing$ 
that  feeih  inoft  to  be  feared  ? 

The  wprds  are  in  part  borrowed  from  the  Prophet 

Ifaiab,  who  relates  them  as  the  Lord's  words  to  him, 

^nd  other  gpdly  perfons  with  him  in  that  time, 

.  couuternianding  in  them  that  carnal  diftruftful  fear, 

that  drove  a  profane  king  and  people  to  feek  help, 

rather  any  where  than  in  God,  who  was  their  ftrength ;; 

fear  not  their  fear ^  but  fanSlify  the  Lord,  and  let  him 

pe your  fear,  &c.  Ifa.  viii.  |^,  13,    . 

'  '    .  L  :.     ".    .  This 
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This  the  Apoftle  extends  as  an  univerfal  rule  fot 
Chriftians  in  the  midft  of  their  greateft  troubles  and 
dangers. 

The  things  oppofed  here  are,  a  perplexing  trou- 
)Aingfear  ^fuffering^^  as  the  foul's  diftemper,  and  a 
fanS^fying  of  God  in  the  hearty  as  the  fovereign  cure 
of  it,  and  the  true  principle  of  a  healthful  found 
conftitution  of  mind* 

Natural  fear,  though  not  evil  in  itfelf,  yet,  in  the! 
natural  man,  is  conftantly  irregular  and  difordered 
in  the  actings  of  it,  ftill  miffing  its  due  objed,  ot' 
meafure,  or  both  ;  cither  running  in  a  wrong  chan- 
nel, or  overrunning  the  banks.  As  there  are  no  puref 
elements  to  be  found  here  in  this  lower  part  of  the 
world,  but  only  in  the  philofopher's  books,  (they 
define  them  indeed  as  pure,  but  they  find  them  ncr 
where),  thus  we  may  fpeak  of  our  natural  paflions  as 
not  finful  in  their  nature,  yet  in  us  that  are  natural- 
ly finful,  yea,  fulKbf  fin,  they  cannot  efcape  the  mix.-^ 
ture  and  allay  of  it. 

Sin  hath  put  the  foul  into  fuch  an  univerfal  dif-^ 
order,  that  it  neither  loves  nor  hates  what  it  ought^* 
nor  as  it  ought ;  hath  neither  right  joy,  nor  forrow,- 
nor  hope,  nor  fear;>  a  very  fmaU  matter  ftirs  and 
troubles  if;  and,  as  waters  that  are  ftirred,  r»^j(Ptttg 
fo  the  word  fignifies,  having  dregs  in  the  bottom, 
become  muddy  and  impure ;  thus  the  foul,  by  carnal 
fear,  is  confufed^  and  there  is  neither  quiet  nor  clear*- 
nefs  in  it.  A  troubled  fea^  as  it  cannot  rejl^  ioy  in  its* 
reftlefnefs,  it  ioafis  up  mire^  as  the  Prophet  fpeaks^ 
Ifa.  Ivii.  20.  Thus  it  is  with  the  unrenewed  heart 
of  man,  the  lead  blafts  that  arife  difturb  it,  and  makcf 
it  reftlefs,  and  its  own  impurity  makes  it  caft  up 
mire  ;  yea,  it  is  never  right  with  him ;  either  he  is 
afleep  in  carnal  confidence,  or,  being  fhaken  out  o{ 
that,  he  is  hurried  and  tumbled  to  and  fro  with  car- 
narl  fears  y  either  in  a  lethargy,  in  a  fever^  or  treni- 
blipg  ague^  When  troubles  are  at  a  diftance,  tie/old^ 
bis  bands,  and  takes  eafe  as  long  as  it  may  be ;  and 

ihcn^ 
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then,  being  furprifed,  when  they  come  rufliing  on 
bim,  his  fluggifh  eafe  is  paid  with  a  furcharge  of  per- 
plexing and  afTrighting  fears.  And,  is  not  this  the 
condition  of  the  moft  ? 

Now,  becaufe  thofe  evils  are  not  fully  cured  in 
the  believer,  but  he  is  fubjedl  to  catnal  fecurity,  as 
David,  I  Said  in  my  profperity^  IJball  never  he  moved^ 
FfaL  XXX.  6.  \  and  filled  with  undue  fears  and  doubts 
in  the  apprehenfions  or  feeling  of  trouble,  as  he  like- 
wife,  complaining,  .confefTes  the  dejedion  and'dif- 
quietnefs  of  his  loul ;  and  again,  that  he  had  almoft 
loft  his  (landing,  bis  feet  bad  well  nigh  JlipU 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  2. :  therefore,  it  is  very  needful  to  cau- 
tion them  often  with  fuch  words  as  thefe.  Fear  not 
their  fear  ^  neither  he  ye  troubled*  It  v^ill  be  proper, 
if  you  take  it  objedively,  their  fear ^  be  not  afraid  of 
the  world's  malice,  or  any  thing  ijt  can  effed  ;  or  it 
may  be  taken  fubjedtively,  as  the  Prophet  means, 
•*  Do  not  you  fear  after  the  manner  of  the  world  ; 
*♦  be  not  diftruftfuUy  troubled  with  any  afflidion  that 
•*  can  befal  you/*  Sure  it  is  pertinent  in  either 
•  fenfe,  or  both  together  ;  Fear  not  what  they  can  do, 
nor  fear  as  they  do. 

If  we  look  on  the  condition  of  men,  ourfelves  and^ 
others,  are  not  the  minds  of  the  greateft  part  conti*- 
nually  tofled,  and  their  lives  worn  out  betwixt  vain 
hopes  and  fears  ^,  providing  incefiantly  new  matter 
of  difquiet  to  themfelves  ? 

Contemplative  natures  have  always  taken  notice 
of  this  grand  malady  in  our  nature,  and  have  at*^ 
tempted  much  the  cure  of  it ;  they  have  beftowed 
much  pains  in  feeking  out  prefcriptions  and  rules  for 
the  attainment  of  a  fettled  tranquillity  of  fpirit,  free 
from  the  fears  and  troubles  that  perplex  us ;  but  they 
have  proved  but  mountebanks,  that  give  big  words 
enow^  and  do  little  or  nothing,  all  pbyficians  of  no 
value^  or  of  nothing,  good  for  nothing,  as  Job  fpeaks. 
Job  xiii.  4.    Some  things  they  have  faid  well  con* 

cernins 
*  Bitec  inter  duhii  vivimus  et  morimur. 
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cerning  the  outward  caufes  of  this  inward  evil,  and 
of  the  inefficacy  of  inferior  outward  things  to  help 
it ;  but  they  have  not  defcended  to  the  bottom  and 
inward  caufe  of  this  our  wretched  unquiet  condition, 
much  lefs  afcended  to  the  true  and  only  remedy  of. 
it  In  this,  divine  light  is  needful,  and  here  we  have 
it  in  the  following  verfe. 

Ver.  i5*  But  fan6iify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts : 
And  he  ready  always  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every 
man  that  ajketh  you  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
youy  with  meeknefs  and  fear, 

IMPLYING  the  caufe  of  all  our  fears  and  troubles 
to  be  this,  our  ignorance  and  difregard  oftGod; 
and  the  due  knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  him 
to  be  the  only  eftablifhment  and  ftrength  of  the 
mind. 

In  the  words  we  may  confider  thefe  three  things : 
I.  This  refped  of  God,  as  it  is  here  esprefled,  Sanc^ 
^ify  the  Lord  God.  2.  The  feat  of  it,  in  your  hearts^ 
3.  The  fruit  of  it,  the  power  that  this,  fanSlifying 
God  in  the  hearty  hath  to  rid  that  heart  of  thofe  fears 
and  troubles  to  which  it  is  here  oppofed  as  their 
proper  remedy. 

iX  We  have  the  rcfped  to  God  expreiled  by  the 
word  fanBify*  He  is  holy,  raoft  holy,  the  fountain 
of  holinefs ;  it  is  he,  he  alone,  that  powerfully  fandti- 
fies  us,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  fandify  him. 
When  he  hath  made  us  holy,  we  know  and  confefs 
him  to  be  holy  ;  we  worfliip  and  ferve  our  holy  God; 
we  glorify  him  with  our  whole  fouls,  and  all  cur  af- 
fedtions;  we  fandlify  him,  by  acknowledging  his 
greatnefs,  and  power,  and  gpodnefs ;  and,  which  is 
here  more  particularly  intended,  we  do  this  by  a  holy 
fear  of  him,  and  faith  in  him.  Thefe  confefs  his 
greatnefs,  and  power,  and  goodnefs,  as  the  Prophet  is 
exprefs,  SanSitfy  him,  and  let  him  be  your  fear  and 
your  dread^  Ifa.  viii.  13.    And  then  he  adds,  if  thus 

you 
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you  fanftify  him,  you  (hall  further  fanftify  him,  He 
/ball  he  your  fanSluary:  Ton  IhaU  aictount  hiiu  fo,  in 
believing  in  him,  and  ihall  find  hin^  ib,  in  his  pro- 
teding  you  ;  you  ftiall  repofc  on  him  for  fafety :  And 
thefe  particularly  cure  the  heart  of  dndue  fears. 

2rf/f,  We  have  the  feat  of  this,  with  refpe€k  to 
God,  in  your  hearts.  We  are  to  be  fandified  in  ©ur 
words  and  anions,  but  primely  in  our  hearts,  as  the 
root  and  principle  of  the  reft.  He  fanSHJks  his  own 
throughout^  iThefT.  v.  23.  makes  their  language  and 
their  lives  holy,  but  firft,  and  mod  of  all,  their  hearts  ; 
and,  as  he  chiefly  faii<5tifies  it,  it  chiefly  fandifies  him. 
The  heart  acknowledges  and  worfhips  him  often 
when  the  tongue  and  body  do  not,  and  poiSbly  can- 
not well  join  with  it ;  it  fears,  and  loves,  and  trulls 
in  him,  which  properly  the  outward  man  cannot  do, 
though  it  does  follow  and  is  aded  by  thefe  affeAion^, 
and  fo  fhares  in  them  according  to  its  capacity. 

Beware  of  an  external  fuperficial  fanftifying  of 
God,  for  he  takes  it  not  fo ;  nay,  he  ^11  interpret 
that  a  profaning  of  him  and  his  name.  Gal.  vi.  7.  Be 
not  deceived,  God  is  hot  mocked.  He  looks  through 
all  vifages  and  appearances  in  upon  the  heart ;  fees 
how  it  entertains  hip,  and  ftands  affeded  to  him.  If 
it  be  ppifeired  with  reverence  and  love,  more  than 
either  thy  tongue  or  carriage  can  exprefs,  he  gra^ 
cioufly  approves ;  and  if  it  be  not  fo,  all  thy  feeming 
wor(hip  is  but  injury,  and  thy  fpeaking  of  him  is 
but  babbling,  be  thy  difcourfe  never  fo  excellent; 
yea,  the  more  thou  haft  feemed  to  fandify  God, 
while  thy  heart  hath  npt  been  chief  in  the  bufinefs, 
thou  fhalt  not,  by  fuch  feirvice,  have  the  lefs,  but  the 
more  fear  and  trouble  in  the  day  of  trouble^  when 
it  comes  upon  thee.  No  eftate  is  fo  far  off  from  true 
confolation,  and  fo  full  of  horrors,  as  that  of  the 
rotten-hearted  hypocrite ;  his  rotten  heart  is  fooner 
fhaken  to  pieces  than  aiiy  other.  If  you  would  have 
heart-peace  in  God,  you  fnuft  have  this  heart- fandti- 
fying  of  him.     It  is  the  heart  that  is  vexed  and 
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tjroiiUed  ^ith  fi^ftrs:;  the  difeafe  is  Vhere,  ^nd  if  the 
piefcnhied  rdoied^  reach  not  thither^  it  will  do  no 
good.  But  let  y&fki  hearts  fan&ify  hiiri,.  and  the&  he 
fliall  fortify  and  'cftablifb  your  hearts^  i  TheiT.  iii.  13. 

3^^,  For  the  &%iit  of  this  holy  af&dtoq ;  this 
iand:ifying  of  Ood  in  the  heart,  compofes  the  heart, 
and  frees  it  from  fears. 

1.  In  {[epeml,  the  turning  of  tjie  heart  to  confi- 
der  and  r^ard  God,  takes  it  off  from  thofe  vain, 
empty,  ^indy  things,  that  are  the  ufual  caufes  and 
matter  of  its  fears.  It  feeds  on  wind,  and  there* 
fore  the  bowelaf  are  tormented  within.  The  heart 
is  fiibjei^  to  difHni)ance,  becaufe  it  lets  oat  itfelf  to 
fuch  things,  and  lets  in  fuch  things  into  itfelf  as  are 
efer  in  motion,  aiid  full  of  inftability  and  reftlefnefs ; 
aod  fo  it  cannot  be  at  quiet  till  God  come  in  and 
caft  but  liiefe,  and  keep  the  heart  within,  that  it 
wander  out  no  more  to  thero^ 

2.  The  particulars  of  this  religious  fear  and  &ith 
work  patticuliiirly  in  this, 

I.  That  fear,  as  greateft,  overtops  and  nullifies 
all  lefler  fears.  The  heart,  poflefled  with  this  fear, 
hath  no  room  for  the  other;  it  refolves  the  heart, 
in  point  of  duty,  what  it  fhould  and  muft  do,  that  it  ' 
muft  not  offend  God  by  any  means;  that,  it  lays  down 
as  indifputable,  and  fo  eafes  it  of  doubtings  and  de- 
bates in  that  kind;  Whether  (hall  I  comply  with  the 
world,  and  abate  fotnewhat  of  the  iincerity  and  exad): 
way  of  religion  to  pleafe  men,  or  to  efcape  perfecutioa 
or  reproaches  ?  No,  it  is  unqueftionably  beft,  and  only 
neceflary  to  obey  bim^  rather  than  men  ;  to  retain  his 
favour,  be  it  with  difpleafing  the  mod  refpeded  and 
confiderable  perfons  we  know  ;  yea,  rather  to  choofe 
the  univerfal  and  higheil  difpleafure  of  all  the  world 
forever,  than  his  fmalleft  difcountenance  for  a  mo- 
ment;  it  counts  that  the  only  indifpenikble  neceffity, 
to  dearie  unto  God  and  obey  him.  If  I  pr^,  i  &all 
be  accafbd,  might  Daniel  think ;  but  yet,  pray  I  muft, 
come  on  it  what  will.     So,,  if  I  worlhip  God  in  my 
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prayer,  they  will  mock  me,  I  ihall  pafs  for  a  fool. 
No  matter  for  that,  it  muft  be  done.  I  maft  call  oq 
God,  and  ftrive  to  walk  with  him.  This  fets  the 
mind  at  eafe,  ^  not  to  be  baiting  betwixt  two  opinions^ 
but  refolved  what  to  do.  We  are  not  careful^  faid 
they,  to  anfwer  tbee,  0  king;  our  God  can  deliver  us^ 
Ban.  iii.  i6.  but,  howevjer,  this  we  have  put  out  of 
deliberation,  we  will  not  worjbip  ibe  image.  As  one 
faid,  Non  oportet  vivere^  fed  oportet  navigare;  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  have  the  favour  of  the  world,  nor  to 
have  riches,  nor  to  live  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  hold 
faft  the  truth,  and  to  walk  holily,  to  fandify  the  name 
of  our  Lord,  and  honour  him,  whether  in  life  or 
death. 

2.  Faith  in  God  clears  the  mind,  and  difpels  car* 
nal  fears,  fo  it  is  the  moft  fure  help ;  Wbat  time  I  am 
afraid  (fays  David)  I  will  tru/i  in  tbee,  Pfal.  Ivi.  3. 
It  refolves  the  mind  concerning  the  event,  and  fcat- 
ters  the  multitude  of  perplexing  thoughts  that  arife 
about  that ;  what  ihall  become  of  this  and  that  ? 
what  if  fuch  an  enemy  prevail  ?  what  if  the  place  of 
our  abode  grow  dangerous,  and  we  be  not  provided, 
as  others  are,  for  a  removal  ?  No  matter,  fays  faith, 
though  all  fail,  I  know  of  one  thing  that  will  not ;  I 
have  a  refuge^  that  all  the  ftrength  of  nature  and  art 
cannot,  break  in  upon  or  demolifh ;  a  bigb  defence^ 
my  rock  in  whom  I  trufl^  &c,  Pfal.  Ixii.  5,  6,  The 
firm  belief  of,  and  refting  on  his  power,  and  wifdom, 
and  lo^e,  gives  a  clear  Satisfying  anfwer  to  all  doubts 
and  fears.  It  fuffers  us  not  to  Hand  to  jangle  with 
each  trifling  grumbling  objedion,  but  carries  all  be- 
fore it ;  makes  day  in  the  foul,  and  fo  chaces  away 
thofe  fears  that  vex  us  only  in  the  dark,  as  afirightful 
fancies  do.  This  is  indeed  to  fanEtify  God^  and  give 
him  his  own  glory,  to  rejl  on  bim.  And  it  is  a  fruit- 
ful homage  done  to  him,  returning  us  fo  much  peace 
and  vidory  over  fears  and  troubles,  it  perfuades  us 
that  nothing  can  feparate  from  bis  love^  and  that  on- 
ly 
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ly  wc  feared ;  and  fo  the  things  that  cannot  reacK^ 
that,  can  be  eafily  defpifed. 

Seek  to  have  the  Lord  in  your  hearts,  and  fanftify 
him  there,  he  (hall  make  them  ftrong,  and  carry 
them  through  all  dangers  j  T'baugb  I  walk,  fays  Da- 
vid, through  the  valley  of  the  Jbadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  ill,  for  thou  art  with  me,  Pfal.  xxiii.  fo  Pfal. 
xxvii.  I.  What  is  it  that  makes  the  Church  fo  firm 
and  ftout,  though  th(S  fea  roar,  and  the  mountains  he 
cajl  into  the  midjl  <if  the  fea,  yet  we  will  not  fear  ?  It 
is  this,  God  is  in  the  midjt  of  her,  Jbe  Jhall  not  he  mo^ 
ved,  Pfal.  xlvi.  2,  3,  5.  No  wonder,  he  is  immov- 
able, aiid  therefore  doth  eftablifh  all  where  he  re- 
fides.  If  the  world  be  in  the  middle  of  the  heart,  it 
will  be  often  (haken  ;  for  all  there  is  continual  mo-» 
tion  and  change,  but  God  in  it  ITeeps  it  ftable.  {la- 
bour, therefore,  to  get  God  into  your  hearts,  refiding 
in  the  midft  of  them,  and  then,  in  the  inidft  of  all 
conditions,  they  fliall  hot  ipove. 

Our  condition  is  univerfally  expofed  to  fears  and 
troubles,  and  no  man  is.  fo  ftupid  but  he  ftudies  and 
projeds  for  fome  fence  againft  them  ;  fome  bulwark 
to  break  the  inciiriion  of  evils,  and  fo  bring  his;  mind 
to  fome  eafe,  ridding  it  of  the  fear  of  themi  Tbu& 
the  moft  vulgar  fpirits  in  their  way,  for  even  the 
brutes,  from  whom  fuch  do  not  much  differ  \fi  their 
a£lings  and  courfe  of  life  too,  are  inftruded  by  na- 
ture to '  provide  themfelves  and  their  young  ones  t)f 
fhelters,  the  birds  their  nefts,  .and  the  beaft$  theiv 
holes  and  dens.  Thus,  men  gape  and  pant  after 
gain,  With  a  confufed  ill-examined  fancy  of  quiet 
and  fafety  in  it,  dc^iiring  oiice  to  reach  fuch  a  day^^ 
as  to  fay  with  the  rich  fool  in  the  gofpel^  Soul^  take 
thine  eafe,  thou  hafl  much  goods  laid  up  for  manyyears\ 
&c.  Luke  xii.  19.  though  warned  by  his  fliort  eafe] 
and  by  many  watch- wordi,  yeaf;  by  daily  esrperiehce, 
that  days  may  come,  yea,  one  day  will>  where  ftatf 
and  trouble  (hall  rulh  in,  and  break  over  the  Jiigheft 
tower  of  riches^  that  there  is  a  day,  called  the  day  of 
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wratbf  wherein  th^y  profit  Mt  (it  all,  Frov.  xi.  4. 
Thus  men  feek  fafety  in  the  gfeatnefs,  or  multitude, 
or  fuppofed  faith  fulnefs,  of  friendi ;  they  feck  by  any 
means  to  be  ftrongly  underfet  this  way,  to  have  many, 
and  powerful,  and  conftant  friends.     But  wifer  men, 
perceiving  the  unfafety  and  vanity  of  thefe,  and  all 
external   cbiqigs,   have  caft  about  for  fome  higher 
^ourfe.     Tbey  fee  a  neceffity  of  withdrawing  a  man 
from  external^,  that  do  nothing  but  mock  and  de* 
^ive  thofe  moft  that  trull  aioft  to  them^  but  cannot 
tell  whither  to  direifl  him.    The  beil  of  them  bring 
him  in$Q  bimfilf,  and  think  to  quiet  him  fo  ;  but  the 
truth  is,  he  finds  as  little  reft  and  fupport  there. 
Kotfaing  truly  ftrong  enough  within  him,  to  hold  out 
againft  the  many  forrows  «nd  fears  that  dill  from 
without  do  afiault  him.     So  then,  though  it  is  well 
doBe  to  call  o£f  a  man  from  outward  things,  as  mov- 
ing fands,  that  be  build  not  on  tban^  yet  it  is  not 
enough  ;  for  his  own  fpirk  i$  as  unfetded  a  piece  as 
is  in  all  the  world,  and  mud  have  i#me  higher 
ftrength  than  its  own  to  fortify  and  fix  it»    Thi^  ia 
the  way  that  is  here  ;aught,  Fet^r  not  their  fear ^  but 
fanStfy  the  Lord  your  God  in  your  beartsj  and  if  you 
can  attam  this  latter,  the  former  will  follow  of  it- 
fdf. 

In  the  general^  God  taking  the  place  formerly 
poCefi^d  by  things  full  c^  motion  and  unquietnefs^ 
ftreingthem  and  cftabliftics  the  heart ;  hut  we  may 
»orc  jWflicuUrly  eonfider,  1.  Fear  of  bimt  2.  Faitb 
in  him* 

iflfy  This  fear  of  God  turns  other  fears  out  'of 
doors;  there;  is  no  jfoom  for  them  where  this  great 
fear  is„  and  being  greater  than  they  all^  yet  it  difturbs- 
not  as  they  do,  yea,  it  brings  9$  great  quiet  as  they 
brought  trouble^  It  is  an  eale  to  have  but  one  thing 
fo«  the  heart  to  deal  withal,  for  many  times  the  muU 
titi:^e  of  carpal  fears  is  more  troubkfome  than  their 
weighi;  as  flies  that  vex  moft  by  their  number. 

Again^ 
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Again,  This  fear  is  noC  a  terrible  apprehenfion  of 
God  a&  ar>  enemy,  but  a  fweet  compofed  reverence  of 
God  as  oar  KLing,  yea,  as^our  Father;  as  very  great, 
bur  no  lefs  good  than  great ;  fo  highly  efteeming  of 
his  favour,  as  fearing  moft  of  all  things  to  offend  him 
in  any  kind  ;  efpeciatlv  if  the  foul  have  been  fortner* 
ly  either  under  the  la&  of  his.  apkprehended  difplea^ 
fare,  or,  on  the  other  fide,  have  had  fonif?  fenfible  taftes 
of  his  love,  and  have  been  entertained  in  bis  b^inquet^ 
Hng  b6u/hf  where  bis  banner  over  it  was  love^  Cant< 
H.  4*  Faith  carries  the  foot  above  all  doubts,  with  a£« 
fiirance  that  if  fufferings,  or  ficknefs,  or  death  come, 
nothing  "can  feparate  it  from  bim^  this  fuffices ;  yea, 
what  though  he  may  hide  his  face  for  a  time,  though 
that  is  the  hardeft  of  all,  yet  there  is  no  feparation« 
His  children  fear  btm  for  bis  goodnefs  i*2LXt  afraid  to 
lofe  fight  of  that,  or  deprive  themfelves  of  any  of  it« 
influenced.  They  defire  to  live  in  bis  favour,  ah9 
then  for  other  things  they  arc  not  very  thoughtful. 

2^/f,  Faith  fets  the  foul  in  God^  and  where  h  Me-^ 
ty  if  it  be  not  there  ?  It  refts  on  thofe  perfualions  It 
hath  concerning  him,  and  that  iDtereft  it  hath  in 
him.  Faith  believes  that  he  fits  and  rules  the  affairs 
of  the  world,  with  an  all^feeing  eye  and  alUmpving 
hand :  The  greateil  affairs  furcharge  him  not,  and 
the^  very  fmalleft  efcape  him^  not.  He  orders  the 
majrcfa  of  all  armies,  aind  the  evients  of  battles,  and 
yet  thou  and  thy  particular  condition  i[\p^  not  out  ^ 
his  view.  The  very  hairs  of  thy  bead  are  numbered^ 
Mattb.  %.  30.  Are  not  all  thy  (teps,  and  the  hazards 
of  them,  known  to  him,  and  all  tby  dejtres  before  btm  f 
Doth  be  not  nrnnber  thy  wanderings^  every  weary  flep 
tbott  art  driven  to^  and  put  thy  tears  in  his  bottle  P 
Pfal.  Ivli.  8.  Tbou  mayeft  aflure  thyfelf,  that  how- 
ever thy  matters  feem  to  go,  all  is  contrived  to  fub- 
lerve  tby  good,  efpecially  thy  chief  and  higheft  good# 
There  is  a  regular  motion  in  them,  though  the  wheels 
do  fcetn  to  run  crofs,    AU  thofe  things  are  againfl  me]^ 
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faid  old  Jacob,  Gen.  xliL  36.  and  yet  they  were  all 
for  him. 

In  all  eftatesy  I  know  no  heart's  eafe,  but  to  be- 
lieve ;  to  fanS:ify  and  honour  tby  God^  in  refting  on 
his  wod-d.  If  thou  art  perfuaded  of  his  love,  fure 
that  will  carry  thee  above  all  diftrufting  fears.  If 
thou  art  not  clear  in  that  pointy  yet  depend  and  re- 
folve  to  ftay  by  him,  yea,  to  ftay  on  him,  till  he  fliew 
hiuifelf  unto  thee.  Thou  haft  fome  fear  of  him,  thou 
canft  not  deny  it  without  grofs  injury  to  him  and 
tbyfelf ;  thou.w.ould'ft  willingly  walk. in  all  well- plea- 
$ng  unto  him:  Well  then,  i£;6o  is  among  yau  that 
feareth  tbc.Lord^  tboi^b  be  fie  no  prtknt  light,  yet  let 
him.  truft  in  the  name  of  tbe  Lord^  and  ftay  upon  bis 
God,  Ifa.  1.  10.  Prefs  this  upon  thy  foul,  for  th^re  is 
not  fuch  aQotber  charm  for  all  its  fears  and  unquiet ; 
therefore,  Repeat  it  ftili  with  David :  Sing  this  ftill, 
tiU  it  be  ftilled ;  chide  thv  diftruftful  heart  into  be* 
Jieving,  Wby  art  thou  caft  down,  0  my  foul?  why  art 
ibou  difquieted  witbin  me?  ffope  in  God,  for  I  Jball 
yet.praife  bim^  PfaL  xliii,  5.  Though  I  am  all  out  of 
tune  fqr  the  preicnt,  never  a  right  ftring  in  my  (bul, 
yet  he  will  put  to  his  hand  and  redrefs  all :  And  I 
Jbqllyet  once  again  praife;  and  therefore,  even  now,  I 
jviil  hope. 

It  is  true,  will  the  humble  foul  reply,  God  is  a  fafe 
ibelter  and  refuge,  but  he  is  holy,  and  holy  men 
may  find  admittance  and  protedion  ;  but  can  fo  vile 
a  finner  as  I  look  to  be  proteded  and  taken  in  under 
his  fafeguard  ?  Go  try.  Knock  at  his  door,  and  (take 
it  not  on  our  word,  but  on  his  own)  it  Jball  be  opened 
•  to  tbee,  Matth.  vii.  7.;  and  if  that  be  once  done,  thou 
fhalt  have  a  happy  life  on  it  in  the  worft  times. 
Faith  hath  :this  privilege,  never  to  be  ajbamed ;  it 
takes  fan6luary  in  God,  and  fits  and  fings  under  tbe 
Jhadow  of  his  wings,  as  Datid  fpeaks,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  7. 

Whence  the  unfettledncfs  of  mens  minds  in  trou- 
ble, or  when  it  is  near,  but  becaufe  they  are  far  oflf 
froip  God  ?   The  heart  is  Jhaken  a^  tbe  leaves  of  the 
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tree  with  the  wind,.  Ifa.  vii.  2.  there,  is  no  ftabili^  of 
fpirit ;  God  is  not  fandified  in  it»  and  no  wonder^ 
for  be  is  not  known.  Strange  !  the  ignorance  of  God^ 
aDd  the  precious  promifes  of  his  word  !  the  moil  livy 
ing  and  dying  ftraogers  to  him  1  When  trouble  comes 
they  have  not  him  a  known  refuge,  but  are  to  begin 
to  feek  after  him,  and  to  inquire  the  way  to. him  ; 
they,  cannot  go  to  him  as  acquainted,  and  engaged 
by  his  own  covenant  with  them.  Others  have  empty 
knowledge,  and  can  difcourfe  of  fpriptu^re,  and  ter^ 
mons,  and  fpiritual  comforts,  and  yet  have  none  of  *^ 
^batfear  and  truil  that  quiets  the  foul :  Notions  of 
God  in  their  heads,  but  God  not  £an&ified  in  their 
hearts. 

If  you  will  be  advifed,  this  is  the  way  to  have  g 
high  and  ftrong  fpirit  indeed,  and  to  be  above  trou* 
bles  and  fears.  Seek  for  a  more  lively  and  divine 
knowledge  of  God  than  moll  as  yet  have,  and  reit 
not  till  you  bring  him  into  your  hearts,  and  thefi  you 
jhall  reft  indeed  in,  him.  ,  , 

Sanctify  him  by  fearing  him  ;  Let  bim  be  your  fear 
and  your 'dread,  Ifa.  viii.  13. ;  fear  not  only  outward 
grols  offences,  do  not  only  fear  an  oath,  and  the  pro* 
fanation  of  the  Lord's  holy. day,  but  fear  all  irreg;ular 
earthly  defires;  Fear  the  diltempered  affeding  any 
thing,  entertaining  any  thing  in  the  fecret  of  your 
hearts  that  may  give  diftafte  to  your  Beloved.  .  Take 
heed,  refped  the  great  Perfon  you  have  in  your  com- 
pany, who  lodges  within  you,  the  Holy  Spirit.  Grieve 
bim  not,  for  it  will  turn  to  your  own  grief  if  you  do ; 
for  ail  your  comfort  is  in  his  hand,  and  flows  from 
him.  If  you  be  but  in  heart  dallying  with  fin,  it 
will  unfit  you  for  fu;^ering  outward  troubles,  and 
make  your  fpirit  low  and  bafe  in  the  day  of  trial :, 
Yea,  it  will  fill  you  with  inward  trouble,  and  difturb 
that  peace,  which,  I  ^m  fure,  you  that  know  it,  efteem 
more  than  all  the  peace  and  flourifhing  of  this  world, 
putward  troubles  do  not  moled  nor  ftir  inward  peace, 
\kvx  an  unholy  unfanftified  affedion  doth.    All  thcf 

wiqds 
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winds  without,  caufe  not  an  earthquake,  hut  that 
within  its  own  fiowels  doth.  Cbrillians. are  much 
their  own  enemies  in  unwary  walking  ;  hereby  they 
deprive  themfclves  of  thofe  comforts  they  might  "have 
in  God ;  and  fo  are  often  almoft  as  perplexed  and 
fuQ'of  ^ars,  upon  fraall  occafions^  as  worldlings  are. 

Sanftify  him  by  be|.ieving.  Study  the  main  que* 
ftron,  your  reiMcilement  with  him  ;  labour  to  bring 
that  to  fome  point,  and  then  in  all  other  occurrences 
faith  will  uphold  you,  by  relying  on  God  as  novr 
yours;  for  thofe  three  things  make  up  the  foul*s 
peace:  i/?.  To  have  right  apprvheofions  of  God^ 
looking  on  him  in  Ghrift,  and  accOTdirlg  tothafi  covr* 
nant  that  holds  in  him.  And*  '2.dly^  A  particular 
apprehenfion,  that  i?,  laying  hold  on  him  in  that  co- 
venant,  as  gracious  and  merciful,  as  iktisfied  and^  apu 
pekfed  in  Chtii!,  fmelling,  in  his  facrifice,  (which  was 
faimlelf),  afavour  of  reft,andfetting  faunfelf  before  tne, 
that  I  may  rely  on  him  in  that  notion,  ^dly^  A  pet* 
fuafion,  that  by  fo  relying  on  him  my  foul  is  at  oije, 
yea,  is  one  with  him.  Tet,  while  this  i«  wanting,  as 
to  a  believer  it  may  be,  the  other  is  our  duty,  to  fano 
tify  the  Lord  in  believing  the  word  of  grace,  and  be- 
lieving on  htm ;  repoling  on  his  word ;  and  this 
even  levered  from  the  other  doth  deliver,  in  a'  good 
meafure,  from  drftradling  fears  and  trouMes^  and  fets 
the  foul  at  fafety. 

Whence  is  it,  that,  in  times  of  perfocution  or 
trouble,  men  are  troubled  within  and  racked  with 
fears,  but  becaufe  inftead  of  God,  their  hearts  are 
glued  to  thofe  things  that  are  in  hazard  bythof« 
troubles  without,  their  eftatfcs,  ot  their  cafe,  or  their 
lives  ?  The  foul  deftitnte  of  God  efteems  fo  highly 
of  fuch  things,  that  it  cannot  but  exceedingly  feel 
M^hen  they  are  in  danger,  and  fear  their  lofs  moft^ 

fiping  after  fome  inragined  good,  and  faying.  Oh  I  if 
had  but  this,  I  were  well.     But  then,  fuch  or  fuch 
f  thing  may  ftcp  in  and  break  all  my  projeds :   And 
tbis  trqubles  the  poor  fpirit  of  man  (hat  hathno  high- 
er 
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er  defignsy  but  fucb  as  are  fo  eafily  blafted,  atid  ftill 
as  any  thing  in  man  lifts  up  bis  foul  to  vanity^  it  muft 
needs  fall  down  again  into  vexation.  There  is  a  word 
or  two  in  the  Hebrew  for  idols^  that  iignify  withal  trou^ 
bles*,  and  terrors  f ,  and  fo  it  is  certainly.  All  our  idols 
prove  fo  to  us;  thej  fill  us  with  nothing  but  anguifh 
and  trouble^  with  unprofitable  cares  and  fears,  that 
are  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  fit  punifiiments  of  that 
folly  out  of  which  they  arife.t  The  ardent  love  or 
obftinate  defire  of  profperity,  or  wealth,  or  credit  in 
the  world,  carries  with  it,  as  infeparably  tied  to  it,  a 
bundle  of  fears  and  inward  troubles  :  Tbey  that  wili 
be  ricb,  fays  the  Apoltle,  i  Tim.  vi.  9.  fall  into  a 
fnare^  and  many  noifome  and  hurtful  lufts^  and,  as  he 
adds  in  the  ne&t  verfe,  tbey  pierce  tbemfehes  through 
with  many  for  rows  ^  He  that  hath  fet  his  heart  upon 
an  eftate,  or  a  commodious  dwelling  and  lands,  or 
upon  a  healthful  and  long  life,  cannot  but  be  in  con- 
tinued alarms  of  ^renewed  fears  concerning  them  ; 
efpecially  in  troublous  times^  the  lead  rumour  of  ahy 
thing  that  threateneth  his  deprivement  of  thofe  advan« 
tages  ftrikes  him  to  the  heart ;  becaufe  his  heart  is  in 
them.  I  am  well  feated,  thinks  he,  and  I  am  of  9 
found  ftrong  conititution,  and  may  have  many  a  good 
day.  Oh  I  but  befide  the  arrows  of  peftilence  that 
gre  flying  round  about,  the  fword  of  a  cruel  enemy 
is  not  far  ofif.  This  will  affright  and  trouble  a  heart 
void  of  God  J  but,  if  thou  would'ft  readily  anfwer  and 
difpel  all  thefe»  and  fuch  like  fears,  fanhify  the  Lord 
God  in  tby  heart.  The  foul  that  eyes  God,  renoupces 
tbefe  things,  looks  on  them  at  a  great  diftance,  as 
things  far  from  the  heart,  and  therefore  that  cannot 
eafily  trouble  it,  but  it  looks  on  God  as  within  the 
lEk^^rt^  fanSifies  him  in  it^  and  refts  on  him. 

The  word  of  God  cures  the  many  fooltfh  hopes 
and  fears  that  we  are  naturally  fick  of,  by  reprefent-^ 

ing 
•  Dn*S  Ila*  slv.  16. from  1W  arShvitf  bofiilUer  ept. 
\  nXbSD  I  Kbgsxv.  13.  from  ifyQ  coritremifcere,  et  D»0»K 
Job  zx.  2$.  from  O^Hformidabilisf  terrtficus. 
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ing  to  us  hopes  and  fears  of  a  far  higher  nature^ 
-  which  fwallow  up  and  drown  the  other  ;  as  inunda- 
tions and  land-floods  do  the  little  ditches  in  thofe 
meadows  that  they  overflow.  Fear  not,  fays  our  Sa- 
viour, bim  that  can  kill  the  body,  what  then  ?  Fear 
niuft  have  feme  work,  he  adds,  but  fear  Him  that  can 
kill  both  foul  and  body.  Mat.  x.  28.  Thus  in  the  paf- 
fage  cited  here,  Fear  not  tbeif  fear,  but  fanSlify  tbe 
Lord,  and  let  him  be  your  fear  and  your  dread.  And 
fo  for  the  hopes  of  the  world,  care  not  though  you 
lofe  them  for  God  ;  there  is  a  hope  in  you  (as  it  fol- 
lows here)  that  is  far  ahove  them. 

Be  ready  always  to  give  an  qnfwer.']  The  real  Chri* 
ftian  is  all  for  Cbrijl,  hath  given  up  all  right  of  him- 
felf  to  his  Lord  and  Matter  ;  to  be  all  his,  to  do  and 
fuflfer  for  him  ;  and  therefore  fure  will  not  fail  in  this 
which  is  leaft,  to  fpeak  for  him  upon  all  occafions. 
If  he  fanftify  him  in  his  heart,  the  tongue  will  fol- 
low, and  be  ready  [irj oc  o^troXoyiup]  to  give  an  anfwer, 
a  defence  or  apology.  Of  this  here  are  four  things- 
to  be  noted. 

I/?,  The  need  of  it,  Men  will  afk  an  account  J 

idly.  The  matter  or  fubjed  of  it,  tbe  hope  in  you. 

'^dly.  The  manner,  with  meeknefs  ^nd  fear. 

4tbly,  The  fatuity  for  it,  Be  ready. 

I.  For  the  frjl,  the  need  of  a  defence  or  apology* 
Religion  is  always  the  thing  in  the  world  that  hath 
the  greateft  calumnies  and  prejudices  cafl;  upon  it ; 
and  this  engages  thofe  that  love  it  to  endeavour  to 
clear  and  diiburden  it  of  them.  This  they  do  chiefly 
by  the  track  of  their  lives.  The  faints,  by  their 
blamelefs  adtions  and  patient  fufferings,  do  write  moil 
real  and  convincing  apologies;  yet  fometimes  it  i$ 
expedient,  yea,  neceflkry,  to  add  verbal  defences,  and 
to  vindicate  not  fo  much  thedifelves,  as  their  Lord 
and  his  truth,  fuffering  in  tbe  reproaches  caft  upon 
tbem.  Did  they  reft  in  their  own  perfons,  a  regard- 
lefs  contempt  of  them  were  ufually  the  fitteff  an- 

fwer  J 
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fwer  ^ ;  but  where  the  holy  profeiiion  of  Chriftians  is 
likely  to  receive  either  the  main  or  the  indired  blow^ 
aad  a  word  of  defence  may  do  any  thing  to  ward  it 
off,  there  we  ought  not  to  fpare  to  do  it. 

Chriftiaii  prudence  goes  a  great  way  in  the  regu- 
lating of  this ;  for  bolyjbings  are  not  to  be  cajl  to  dogs^ 
Matl  vii.  6.  Some  are  not  capable  of  rational  an-^ 
fwers,  efpecially  in  divine  things ;  they  were  not 
only  loft  upon  them,  but  religion  indignified  by  con« 
tefting.  But  we  are  to  anfwer  every  one  that  inquires 
n  reafon  or  an  account ;  .which  fuppofes  fomething 
receptive  of  it.  We  ought  to  judge  ourfelves  engag- 
ed to  give  it,  be  it  an  enemy,  if  he  will  hear  i  if  it 
gain  him  not,  it  may  in  part  convince  and  cool  him  ; 
much  more*  be  it  one  that  ingenuoufly  inquires  for 
fatisfadion,  and  polfibly  inclines  to  receive  the  truth, 
but  is  prejudiced  againft  it  by  falfe  mifreprefentations 
of  it :  As  Satan  and  the  profane  world  are  very  in- 
ventive of  fuch  (hapes  and  colours  as  may  make  truth 
rooft  odious,  drawing  monftfous  mifconfequences  out 
jof  it,  and  belying  the  pradic(^  of  Chriflians,  mak-^ 
ing  their  alTemblids  horrible  and  vile  by  falfe  impu- 
tations ;  and  thus  are  the^  often  neceffitated  to  de- 
clare the  true  tenor,  both  of  their  belief  and  lives,  in 
confeiiions.  of  faith,  and  remonflrances  of  their  car^ 
riage  and  cuftom. 

The  very  name  of  Chriftians,  in  the  primitive  times, 
was  made  hateful  by  the  fouleft  afperiions  of  ftrange 
wickednefles  committed  in  their  meetings  j  and  they 
paffed  credibly  through  with  all  that  were  not  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  them.  Thus  it  alfo  was  with 
the  Waldenfes ;  and  fo  both  were  forced  to  publi/B 
apologies ;  and,  as  here,  every  one  was  and  is  bounds 
feafonably,  to  clear  himfelf,  and  his  brethreti,  and  re- 
ligion. Such  is  the  expreffion  here,  be  ye  always 
ready  ;  which  intimates  it  was  not  always  to  be  done 
to  every  one ;  but  we,  being  ready  to  do,  are  to  con- 
fider  when,  and  to  whom,  and  how  far. 

Vol.il  E  a.  W« 

*  Spreta  inkfetrtm* 
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1.  We  haive  the  matter  or  fubjcft  of  the  apology. 
All  that  they  are  to  give  acconnt  of  h  comprifed  here* 
lindler  this,  the  hope  that  is  in  you.  Faith  is  the  root 
of  all  graces,  and  of  all  obedience  and  holinefs  ;  and 
hope  is  fo'  near  in  nature  to  it,  that  the  one  is  com- 
monly named  for  the  other  :  For,  the  things  tH^t  faitb 
apprehends,  and  lays  hold  on,  as  prefect  in  the  truth 
of  divine  promifes,  hope  looks,  out  for  as  to  come  in 
their  ctrtain  performance.  To  believe  a  promife  to 
be  true  before  it  be  performed,  is  no  other  but  to 
believe  that  it  Ihall  be  performed ;  and  hope  expwSls 
that. 

Many  rich  and  excellent  things  do  the  faints  re- 
ceive, even  in  this  mean  defpifed  conditio{k  they  have 
here  ;  but  their  hope  is  rather  mentioned  as  the  fub- 
jcdt  they  may  fpeak  and  give  account  of  with  moil 
advantage  ;  both  becaufe  all  they  receive  at  prefent 
i«  but  as  nothing,  compared  to  what  ihey  hope  for  ; 
and  becaufe,  fuch  as  it  is,  it  cannot  be  made  known 
at  all  to  a  natuiral  man,  and  is  fo  clouded  vvith  their 
afBiftions^  and  forrows.  Thcfe  he  fees,  but  their 
graces  and  comforts  he  cannot  fee;  and  therefore 
the  very  ground  of  higher  hopes,  fomewhat  to  come, 
though  he  knows  ftot  what  it  is,  fpeaks  more  fatisfac- 
tion.  To  hear  of  another  life,  and  happinefs^  hoped 
for,  any  man  will  confefs  it  fays  fomething,  and  de- 
ferves  to  be  confidered. 

So,  then,  the  whole  fum  ofireligiofigoes  under  this 
word,  tbf  hope  that  isinjoUf  for  two  rtafons,  !•  As 
it  terminates  in  hope  :  Atid,  2.  as  that  is,  by  way  of 
eminencie,  tbf  bope^  the  moft  noble  of  all  others. 

!•  For  that  it  doth  indeed  all  refolve  and  terminate 
.  into  things  to  come,  and  leads  and  carries  on  tbe 
foul  towards  them  by  all  the  graces  in  it,  and  all  the 
exercife  of  them,  and  through  all  fervices  and  fuffer- 
ings  ;  ftill  it  aims  at  this,  as  its  main  fcope,  to  keep 
that  life  to  come  in  the  believer's  eye,  till  he  get  it 
in  his  hand ;  to  entertain  the  hope  of  it,  and  bring 
him  home  to  poflefs  it.    And, 

2.  It 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


VJER.  X5»]  TH£  FIRST  EPISTI-E  OF  PSTZR.  3^ 

a.  It  is  eminently  The  hope;  therefore  tljie  Apoftk 
calls  faith  tbsfuhfianfie  of  things  hoped  for ^^h,2X  which 
makes  them  be  before  they  be,  give$  a  folidity  an<^ 
fubftance  to  th<m«  The  name  of  hppe^  in  other  things, 
fcarce  fuits  with  fuch  a  meaning,  but  founds  a  kind 
of  uacertaimy,  and  is  foroewhat  airy.  For,  of  3U 
other  hopes  but  this,  it  i^  a  very  true  word,  fhnf  hope 
is  the  name  of  an  uncertuingood^:  But  the  gofpel, 
being  entertained  by  faith,  furnifhes  a  hope  that 
hath  fubftance  and  reality  in  it ;  and  all  its  truths  do 
concentre  i^to  this,  to  give  fuch  a  hope.  1  here  was 
in  St  Paul's  word,  belides  the  htnefs  for  his  ilratagem 
at  that  ti^te,  a  tru|;h  fuitable  to  this,  where  he 
affigns  his  wb^e  caufe  for  which  he  was  in  quediong 
by  the  name  of  his  hope  of  the  refuritediion^  AdU 
xxiii.  6. 

And,  indeed,  this  hope  carries  its  own  apology  in 
it,  for  itfelf  and  for  religion.  What  can  more  pertir 
nontly  anfwer  all  exceptions  againft  the  tiray  of  god- 
Jinefs  than  this,  to  reprefent  what  hopes  tiie  O^ints 
have,  that  walk  in  that  way.'  If  you  a(k,v  Whither 
tends  all  this^  your  precifcnefs  and  Hngularity  ?  Why 
cannot  you  live  as  your  neighbours,  and  the  rell  ef 
the  world  about  you  ?  Truly  the  reafqn  is  thjs,  w« 
have  ron(iewhat  further  to  look  to  than  our  prefcnt 
condition,  and  far  more  confiderHble  than  any  thing 
here ;  we  have  a  hope  of  bleQednefs  after  time,  a 
hope  to  dwell  in  the  preftnce  of  Gud^  where  our  Lord 
Chrift  is  gone  before  us  ;  and  we  know  that  as  tnany 
as  have  this  hope^  muft  purify  themfehes  even  as  he  14* 
pure^  I  John  iii.  3.  The  city  we  tend  to  is  holy,  and 
no  unelean  thing  Jhall  enter  into  it,  Rev.  xxi.  17.  The 
hopes  we  have  caimot  fubfift  in  the  way  of  the  un- 
godly world ;  they  cannot  breathe  ii^  that  air,  hut 
are  choked  and  ftifled  :w|th  it ;  and  (therefore  we 
muft  take  another  way,  imlefs  we  will  forego  pur 
hopes,  and  ruin  ourfeives  for  cqmpany.  *'  But 
'*  all  that  buftle  of  ^odlinefs  you  oaake^  is  bvitpften- 

•  Spis  efl  nomtn  loni  inctrti.    Sen. 
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M  tation  and  hypocrify/'  That  may  l>c  your  judg- 
jnent ;  but,  if  it  were  fo,  we  had  but  a  poor  bargain, 
'Mat.  vi.  They  have  their  reward,  that  which  they 
defire  (to  he  feen  of  men)  is  given  them,  and  they 
can  look  for  no  more ;  but  we  (hould  be  logth  to  have 
it  fo  with  us.  That  which  our  eye  is  on,  is  to  come  ; 
pur  'hopes  are  the  thing  which  upholds  us.  We 
know  that  we  (hall  appear  before  the  Judge  of  hearts, 
where  (hews  and  formalities  will  not  pafs :  And'wc 
are  perfuaded,  that  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite  Jball  pe^ 
^ift^i  Job  yiii,  13.;  no  man  Ihall  be  fo  much  difap? 
pointed  and  alhamed  as  he ;  but  thp  hopeX\i2Lt  we 
have  makes  not  ajhamed^  Rom.  v.  5.  And  while  we 
corifider  that,  fo  far  are  we  from  the  regard  of  mensi 
•eyes,  that,  were  it  pot  we  are  bound  to  profefs  our 
hope,  and  avo\v  religion,  and  .to  walk  like  it,  even  be- 
fore men,  we  would  be  content  to  pafs  through  alto- 
gether vfnfeen,  and  defire  to  pafs  as  if  it  were  fo  ; 
as  regardlefs  either  of  the  approbation,  or  of  the  re- 
proaches and  miftakes,  of  men  ;  as  if  theriB  were  no 
fuch  thing,  for  it  is  indeed  nothing. 

Yea,  the  hopes  we  have  make  all  things  fweet. 
Therefore  do  we  go  through  difgraces  and  fufFerings 
with  patience,  yea  with  joy,  beoaufe  of  that  hope  of 
'glory,  and  joy,  laid  up  for  us.  A  Chriftian  can  take 
joyfully  thefpoilings  of  his  goods,  knowing  that  he  hath 
in  heaven  ^  better,  and  an  enduring  fubftance,  Heb. 

X.  34-         ' 

It  is,  as  we  feid,  The  hope.  All  the  pftate  of  a  be- 
liever lieth  in  hope,  and  it  is  a  royal  eftate  ;  for  out- 
ward things,  the  children  of  God  have  what  h^ 
thinks  fit  to  ferve  them,  but  thofe  are  pot  their  por- 
tion, and  therefore  he  gives  often  more  of  the  world 
to  thofe  that  ftiaU'  have  no  more  hereafter :  But  all 
their  flQurilh  and  luftre  is  but  a  bafe  advantage,  as 
^  lackey's  gaudy  clothes,"  that  ufually  make  more 
Ihew  than  his  that  is  heir  of  the  eftate.  How  often 
under  a  mean  outward  condition,  and  very  defpica- 
W?  sy^ry  wajr,  goes  an  heir  of  glory,  born  of  God,  an4 
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fo  royal;  born  to  a  crown  tbatfadeth  not,  an  eftate  of 
hopes,  but  fo  rich  and  fo  certain  hopes'  that  the  leaft 
thought  of  them  furpalTes  all  the  world's  polTefiions. 
Men  think  of  fomewbat  for  prefent,  a  bird  in  band, 
as  you  fay,  the  beft  on  it :  But  the  odds  is  in  this, 
that  when  all  prefent  things  Ihall  be  pad  and  fwept 
away,  as  if  they  had  not  been,  then  Ihali  thefe  ho* 
pers  be  in  eternal  pofleffion  ;  $bey  only  (hall  have 
all  for  ever,  that  feemed  to  have  little  or  nothing 
here. 

t)h !  how  much  happier,  to  ^  be  the  tneaneft  ex- 
pectant of  the  glory  to  come,  than  the  fole  poffeffor 
of  all  this  world.  Thefe  expedants  are  often  held 
Ihort  in  earthly  things,  and,  had  they  the  greateft 
abundance  of  them,  yet  they  cannot  reft  in  that ; 
yea,  all  the  fpiritual  bleffings  that,  they  do  poffefs 
here,  are  nothing  to  tbe  bope  that  is  in  tbem,  but  as 
an  earneft.penny  to  their  great  inheritance.  So,  in- 
deed, it  confirms  their  hope,  and  aflures.it  unto  them 
of  that  full  eftate,  and  therefore,  be  it  never  fo  fmal^ 
they  may  look  on  it  with  joy,  not  fo  much  regarding 
it  fimply  in  itfelf,  as  in  relation  to  that  which  it  feals 
and  afcertains  the  foul  of.  Be  it  never  fo  fmall,  yet 
it  is  a  pledge  of  the  great  glory  and  happinefs  which  , 
we  defire  to  ftiare  in. 

It  is  the  grand  comfort  of  a  Chriftian  to  look  often 
beyond  all  that  he  can  poffefs  or  attain  here  ;  and  as 
to  anfwer  others,  when  he  is  put  to  it  concerning  his 
hope,  fo  to  /j«/i£;^r  A/;7z/^^ concerning  all  his  prefent 
griefs  and  wants :  **  I  have  a  poor  traveller's  lot 
♦*  here,"  little  friend(hip,  and  many  ftraits,  but  yet  I 
"  may  go  cheerfully  homewards :  For  thither  I  fbali 
**  come,  and  there  I  have  riches  and  honour  enough ; 
•^  a  palace  and  a  crown  abiding  me :  Here  nothing 
.  ^*  but  depth  calling  unto  depth,  one  calamity  and 
*'  trouble  (as  waves)  following  another ;  but  I  have 
"  a  hope  of  that  Reji  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  . 
**  God,  Heb.  iv.  9.  I  feel  the  infirmities  of  a  mortal 
^^  ftate,  but  my  hopes  of  immortality  content  me  uii- 
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^*  dcr^j^em.  I  find  ftrong  and  cruel  affiiults  of  temp- 
f^  tat  ions  brewing  in  opon  me,  but  for  all  that,  I 
<<  have  alTured  hope  of  a  full  viSory,  and  then  uf 
"  everlafiing  peace,  /  Jind  a  law  in  my  members  re-- 
"  belling  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  Rom.  vH/23«^ 
**  the  word  of  all  evils  ;  fo  much  ftrength  of  corrupt 
**  tion  within  me  :  Yet  there  is  withal  a  hope  with- 
**  in  me  of  deliverance,  and  I  Ipok  over  all  to  that  ; 
^*  /  lift  up  my  head  J  becaufe  the  day  of  my  redemptton 
*'  draws  nigh,  Lukexxi.  28.  This  I  dare  avow  and 
''  proclaim  to  all,  and  not  be  alhamed  to  anfwer^  con- 
"  cerning  this  blefied  hope.'* 

Bat  then,  ^dly^  For  the  manner  of  this,  it  is  to  be 
done  with  meeknefs  and  fear.  Meeknefs  towards  men^ 
and  reverent  fear  towards  God. 

I.  With  nieeknefs.  Not  therefore  bluftering  and 
flying  out  into  invedives,  becaufe  he  hath  the  better 
on  it,  againft  any  man  that  queftions  him  touching 
this  hope  ;  as  fome  think  themfelves  certainly  autho- 
fifed  to  rough  fpeech,  becaufe  th^y  plead  for  truth, 
and,  are  on  its  fide.  On  the  contrary,  fo  much  the 
rather  ftudy  meeknefs,  for  the  glory  and  advantage  of 
the  truth.  It  needs  not  the  fervice  of  paflion ;  yea,  no- 
thing fo  diOerves  it,  as  paffion  when  fet  to  ferve  it. 
The  Spirit  of  truth  is  withal  the  Spirit  of  meeknefs^ 
the  Dove  that  refted  on  that  great  Champion  of 
Truth,  who  is  the  Truth  itfelf,  and  from  bini  is  de- 
rived to  the  lovers  of  truth,  and  they  ought  to  feek 
the  participation  of  it.  Imprudence  makes  fome 
kind  of  Ghriilianj  lofe  much  of  their  labour,  in 
fpeakingfor  religion,  and  they  drive  thofe  further  off, 
that  they  wpuld  draw  into  it. 

Arid,  2.  This  defence  is  to  be  made  with  fear. 
Divine  things  are  never  to  be  fpoke  of  in  a  light  per- 
fundory  way,  but  with  a  reverent  grave  temper  of 
fpirit ;  and,  for  this  reafon^  fome  choice  is  to  be  made 
both  of  time  and  perfons.  The  confidence  that  is  in 
this  hope  makes  the  believer  not.  fear  men,  to  whom 
he  aofwersi  but  ftill  he  fears  his  God,  for  whom  he 

anfwers 
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anfirers,  and  whofe  intereft  is  chief  in  thofe  things  he 
fpeaks  of.  The  foul  that  hath  the  deepeft  fenfe  of 
fpiritaa!  things,  and  the  trueft  knowledge  of  God,  is 
moft  afraid  to  mifcaTry  in  fpeaking  of  him,  mod  ten- 
der and  -Wttvy  how  to  acquit  itfelf  when  engaged  to 
fpeak  of  and  for  God. 

^tbfy.  We  have  the  faculty  of  this  apology,  be 
ready.  In  this  there  is  implied  knowledge,  and  af- 
feftion,  and  courage.  For  knowledge  is  not  requi- 
red of  every  Chriftian,  to  be  able  to  profecute  fubtil- 
ties,  and  encounter  the  fophiftry  of  adverfaries,  efpe- 
cially  in  obfcure  points  ;  but  all  are  bound  to  know 
fo  much,  as  to  be  able  to  aver  .that  hope  that  is  in 
them,  the  main  dodrine  of  grace  and  falvation, 
wherein  the  moft  of  men  are  lamentably  ignorant.   , 

Affedion  fets  all  on  work  ;  whatfoever  faculty  the 
mind  hath,  it  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  ufelefs,  and  it 
hardens  it  stgainft  hazards  in  defence  of  the  truth, 
and  produces  that  undaunted  courage  which  this 
readinefs  exprefles. 

But  the  only  way  fo  to  know  and  love  the  truth, 
and  have  courage  for  it,  is  that,  to  have  the  Lord 
/anSlified  in  the  heart.  Men  may  difpute  ftoutly 
againft  popery  and  errors,  and  yet  be  ftrangers  to 
God  and  this  hope.  But  fure  it  is  the  livelieft  dc- 
fence,  and  that  which  alone  returns  comfort  within, 
when  it  arifes  from  the  peculiar  intereft  oi  the  foul 
in  God,  and  in  thofe  truths,  and  that  hope,  that  are 
qaeftioned.  It  is  then  pleading  for  the  neareft  friend, 
and  jfbr  a  man^s  own  rights  and  inheritance,  and 
thefe  \^ill  animate  and  edge  it,  when  you  apologite, 
not  for  a  hope  you  have  heard  or  read  of  barely,  but 
a  hope  in  you ;  not  merely  a  hope  in  believers  ia 
getieral,  but  myou^'hy  a  particular  fcnfe  of  that  hope 
within. 

But,  although  you  find  it  not  fo  ftrong  in  you  for 
your  particular  itrtereft,  yet,  Are  you  feeking  after  it,  - 
and  defiring  it  mainly  ?  Is  it  your  chief  defign  to  at- 
tain unto  it  ?  then  forbear  not,  if  you  have  occGfion, 
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to  fpeak  for  it,  and  commend  it  to  others,  and  to 
maintain  the  fweetnefs  and  certainty  of  it^ 

And,  to  the  end  you  may  be  the  more  eftablifbed 
in  it,  and  fo  the  ftronger  to  anfwer  for  it,  not  only 
again  ft  men,  but  that  great  adverfary  that  feeks  fo 
much  to  infringe  and  overbear  it,  know  the  right 
foundation  of  it ;  build  it  never  on  yoifrfelve^  nor 
any  thing  in  you. 

The  work  of  grace  may  evidence  to  you  the  truth 
of  your  hope  ;  but  the  ground  it  fattens  on  is  Jefus      ' 
Chrift,  in  whom  all  our  rights  and  evidences  hold 
good  :  His  death  afluring  us  of  freedom  from  con- 
demnation, and  his  life  and  poffeffion  of  glory  being   - 
the  foundation  of  our  hope,  Heb.  vi.  19. 

If  you  would  have  it  immovable,  reft  it  tliere  ; 
lay  all  this  hope  on  him,  and,  when  aflaulted,  fetch 
all  your  anfwers  for  it  from  him,  For  it  is  Cbrijl  in 
you  that  is  your  hope  of  glory,  ColofiT*  i.  37. 

Ver.  16.  Having  a  good  confcience,  that  whereas  they 
fpeak  evil  of  you^  as  of  evil-doers,  they  may  he  a^ 
Jhamed  that  falfely  ac^ufe  your  good  converfation  in 
Chrifl. 

THE  profperity  of  fools  is  their  deJlruSlion^  lays  * 
Solomon,  Prov.  i.  32,  But  none  of  God's  chil- 
dren die  of  this  difeafe,  of  too  much  eafe.  He  knows 
well  how  to  breed  theni,  and  fit  them  for  a  king- 
dom. He  keeps  them  in  exercife,  but  yet  fo  as  they 
are  not  furcharged.  He  not  only  direds  them  how 
to  overcome,  but  enables  and  fupports  them  in  all 
their  conflids,  and  gives  them  vidory.  One  main 
thing,  tending  to  th^ir  fupport  and  vidory,  is  this, 
which  is  here  required  in  the  faints,  and  is  withal 
wrought  and  maintained  in  them  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  Having  a  good  conJHence,  &c. 

I.  We  have  here  two  parties  oppofed  in  conteft, 
the  evil  tongues  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  good  con- 
fcienc^  and  converfation  of  the  C^hriftian  \  they  fpeak 
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evil  of  you  andfalfely  accufe  you,  but  have  you  a  good 
confcience. 

2.  The  fuccefs  of  their  couteft ;  the  good  confci- 
ence prevails,  and  the  evil-fpeakers  are  afhamed. 

For  the  firjl^  The  parties  engaged  :  of  the  firft,  it 
is  faid,  They  /peak  evil.     This  is  a  general  evil  in  the 
corrupt  nature  of  raan,  though  in  fome  it  rifes  to  a 
greater  height  than  in  others.     Are  not  tables  and 
chambers,  and  almoft  all  focietiesand  meetings/  full 
of  it?  And  even  they  that  have  fome  diflikings  of  it, 
yet  are  too  eafily  carried  away  with  the  ftream,  and, 
for  company's  fake,  take  a  ftiare,  if  not  in  lending  in 
their  word,  yet  in  lending  their  car.     Men  willing- 
ly hear  the  detractions  of  others;  and,  unlefs  it  be  of 
their   friends,   or  fuch  as  they  have  intereft  in,  do 
infenfibly  Aide  into  fome  forced  complacency,  and 
eafily  receivj^  the  impreffion   of  calumnies  and  de- 
famings.     Btft  the  moft  are  more  adive  in  this  evil, 
can  caft  in  their  penny  to  make  up  the  fliot ;  have 
their  taunt  or  criticifm   upon  fomebody  in  readinefs, 
towards  furniihing  out  the  feait,  fuch  as  moft  com- 
panies entertain  one  another  withal :    But  it  is  a  vile 
diet:  Satan's  name,  as  the  Syriack  calls  him,  is  an 
eater  of  calumnies^    This  tongue-evil  hath  its  root  in 
the  heart,  in  a  perverfe  conftitution  there.     Pride 
and  felf-love,  an  overweening  efleem  that  men  na- 
turally have  of  tbemfelves,  mounts  them  into  that 
chair,    gives  them  a  fancied  authority  of  judging 
others;  and  felf-love  a  delire  to  be  efteemed ;  and,  for 
that  end,  they  fpare  not  to  deprefs  others,  and  load 
them   with  difgraces  and  injurious  cenfures,  feeking^ 
upon  their  ruins,  to  raife  themfelves  *.  ^ 

But  this  bent,  of  the  unrenewed  heart  and  tongue, 
to  evil-fpeaking,  works  and  vents  inoft  in  the  world, 
againft  thofe  that  walk  moft  contrary  to  the  courfe 
of  the  world ;  againft  fuch  this  furnace  of  the  tongue, 
which  is  kindled  from  bell^  as  St  James  tells  us,  Ja. 
ill.  6.  is  made  feven  times  hotter  than  ordinary.  As 
Vot.  II.  F  for 

*  Ex  alicni  nominis  ja&ura  gradum  fihi  faciunt  ad  ^loriam.' 
Salluft. 
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for  (incere  Chriftians,  a  company  of  hypocrites,  (fay 
they,)  who  fo  godly  ?  but  yet  they  are  falfe,  and  ma- 
licious,  and  proud,  &c* ;  and  no  kind  of  carriage  in 
them  (hall  efcape,  but  there  Ihall  be  fonie  device  to* 
wreft  and  mifname  it.  If  they  be  cheerful  in  fo- 
eiety,  that  (hall  be  accounted  more  liberty  than  fuit* 
with  their  profeffion  ;  if  of  a  graver  fad  temper,  that 
fhall  pafs  for  fullen  feverity  :  Thus,  John  Baptift  and 
Chrift  were  cenfured,  Matth.  xi,  i8,  15^  If  they  be 
diligent  and  wary  in  their  affairs,  then,  in  the  world's, 
conftrudion,  they  are  as  covetous  and  worldly  as 
any ;.  if  carelefs^  and  remifs  in  them,  then  filly  wit- 
lefs  creatures,  good  for  nothing :  Still  fomething 
ftands  crofs^ 

The  enemies  of  religion  have  not  any  where  So 
quick  an  eye,  as  in  obferving  the  ways  of  fuch  ax 
feek  after  God;  my  remarkets^  David  calls  them, 
rial.  Ivi.  6.  they  that  lean  my  ways,  as  the  word  is, 
and  will  not  let  the  leaft  ftep  pafs  unexamined.  If 
nothing  be  found  faulty,  then  their  invention  works^ 
either  forges  complete  falfehoods,  or  difguifes  fome- 
thing that  lies  open  to  miftake  ;  or  if  they  can  catcb 
hold  on  any  real .  failing,  there  is  no  end  of  their 
triumph  and  infultations.  i.  They  aggravate  and 
raife  it  to*  the  higbeft.  2,  While  they  will  not  ad* 
mit  to  be  judged  of  themfelves  by  their  conftant  walk^ 
they  fcruple  not  to  judge  of  the  pondition  of  a  Chri- 
ilian  by  any  one  particular  adion,  wherein  he  dotb, 
or  feems  at  lead  to  mifcarry^  3.  They  reft  not  there, 
but  make  one  failing  of  one  Chriftian  the  reproacb 
of  all ;  ^*  Take  up  your  devoto's,  there  is  never  one 
"  of  them  better.'*^  4.  Nor  reft  they  there,  but  make 
perfonal  failings,  of  thofe  that  profefs  it,,  the  difgrace 
cif  religion  itfelf.  Now,  all  thefe  are  very  crooked 
rules,  and  fuch  as  v£c  them  are  guilty  of  grofs  in- 
joftice. 

I.  There  is  a  great  difference  be.twixt  a  thing 
taken  favourably,  and  the  fame  adion  mifconftrued. 
And^ 
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2.  A  great  difference  betwixt  one  particular  ad 
and,  a  man's  eftate  or  inward  frame,  which  they 
either  conlider  not,  or  willingly  or  malicioufly  ne- 
glea. 

3.  How  large  is  the  difference  that  there  is  be- 
twixt one  and  another  in  the  meafure  of  grace,  and 
of  their  prudence,  either  in  their  naturals,  or  in 
grace,  or  poflibly  in  both  ?  Some  who  are  honeft  in 
matter  of  religion,  yet,  being  very  w^ak,  may  mif* 
carry  in  fuch  things  as  other  Chriftians  come  feldom 
near  the'^  haziard  of;  and  though  fome  fhould  wholly 
forfake  the  way  of  godlinefs,  wherein  they  feemed  to 
walk,  yet  why  fhould  that  refled  upon  fuch  as  are 
real  and  ftedfafl  in  it  ?  Tbey  went  out  front  us^  fays 
the  Apoftle,  but  were  not  of  us^  1  John  ii,  19.  Offen- 
ces of  this  kind  tnttft  be,  but  the  wo  refts  on  him  by 
whom  tbey  com f^  not  on  other  Chriflians :  And  if  it 
fpread  further  than  the  party  offending,  the  wo  is  to 
the  profane  world,  that  take  offence  at  religion  be- 
caufe  of  him  ;  as  our  Saviour  hath  expreffed  it,  Wo 
to  the  world  hecaufe  of  offences^  Matth.  xviii,  7,  They 
fhall  flumble  and  fall,  and  break  their  necks  upon 
thefe  ftumbling-blocks  or  fcandak.  Thou  that  arc 
profanes,  and  fceft  the  failing  of  a  Minifter  or  Chri- 
ftian,  arid  art  hardened  by  it,  this  is  a  judgrrient  to 
thee,  that  thou  meetefl  with  fuch  a  block  in  thy  way. 
Wo  to  the  world:  It  is  a  judgment  on  a  placed  when 
God  permits  religion,  in  the  perfons  of  fome,  to  be 
fcandalous. 

4*  Religion  itfelf  remains  (lill  the  fame,  uhatfo- 
ever  be  the  failings  and  blots  of  one  or  more  that 
profefs  it.  It  is  pure  and  fpotlefs  ;  if  it  teach  not  ho- 
iinefs,  and  meeknefs,  and  humility,  and  all  good 
purely,  then  except  againft  it.  But,  if  it  be  a  flraight 
golden  reed  by  which  the  temple  is  meafured,  then 
let  it  have  its  own  efteem,  both  of  flraightnefs  and 
precioufnefs,  whatfbever  unevenncfs  be  found  in  thofe 
that  profefs  to  receive  it. 

Sufpeft 
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Sufpeft  and  fearch  yourfelveSi  even  in  general,  for 
this  evil,  of  evil-fpeaking.  Confider  that  we  are  to 
give  \xoyoy  Xoyu^]  an  account  of  words;  and  if, for 
idle  [«fyoir  fnfA*]  worklefs  words,  how  much  more 
of  lying  or  biting  words*?  Learn  more  humility 
and  felf-cenfurc.  Blunt  that  fircrcdge  upon  your 
own  hard  and  difordered  hearts,  that  others  may 
meet  with  nothing  but  charity  and  lenity  at  your 
liands. 

But,  particularly,  beware  of  this,  in  more  or  lels, 
earneft  or  in  jeft,  to  reproach  religion,  or  thofe  that 
profefs  it.  Know  how  particularly  the  glorious  name 
of  GOD  is  interefted  in  that;  and  they  that  dare  to 
be  affronting  him,  what  fhajl  they  fay  ?  How  (hall 
tthey  iland  whep  he  calls  thpm  to  account  ?  If  you 
have  not  attained  to  it,  yet  dp  not  bark  againit  it,  but 
the  rather  efteem  highly  of  religion.  Love  it,  and 
the  very  appearance  pf  it,  where  you  find  it.  Give  it 
refpedl  and  your  good  word  at  leaft ;  and,  from  an 
external  approbation,  Oh !  that  you  would  afpire  to 
inward  acquaintance  with  it,  and  then  po  more  were 
needful  to  be  faid  in  this.  It  would  commend  itfelf 
to  you  fufficiently.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  be  aftia- 
med,  be  afraid  of  that  profeffed  enmity  againft  Ggd 
that  is  amongft  you,  a  malignant  hateful  fpirit  againft 
thofe  that  deiire  to  vyalk  holily,  wt^etting  your  tongue^ 
againft  them. 

I.  Confider,  What  do  ypu  mean,  thi§  religion 
which  we  all  profefs,  js  it  the  way  to  heaven,  or  is 
it  not  ?  Do  you  believe  this  word  or  not  ?  If  you  do 
not,  what  do  you  here  ?  If  you  do,  then  you  muft 
believe  too,  that  they  that  walk  clofeft-  by  this  rule 
are  fureft  in  that  way.  They  that  dare  npt  fhare 
with  your  oaths,  and  excefl[ive  cups,  and  profane 
converfation,  what  can  you  fay  ?  It  is  not  pofl[ibl€ 
to  open  your  mouth  againft  them  without  renoun- 
cing this  word  and  faith  :  Therefore,  either  declare 
you  are  no  Chriftians,  and  that  Chrift  is  not  yours  \ 

^  Df  verbo  mendaci  aut  mordacu    Bern 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC   • 


▼£R.  16.]         THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  OF  PETER.  45 

or,  io  his  name,  I  enjoin  you,  that  you  dare  no  more  . 
fpeak  an  ill  word  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  power  of 
religion,  and  thofe  that  feek  after  it.  There  are  not 
many  higher  figos  of  a  reprobate  mind,  than  to  have 
a  bitter  virulent  fpirit  againft  the  children  of  God. 
Seek  that  tie  of  aflfeAion  and  fraternity,  on  which 
the  beloved  Apoftle,  St  John,  lays  fuch  (Irefs,  when 
he  fays.  Hereby  we  know  that  we  are  tranjlated  from 
death  to  life^  becaufe  we  love  tbe  brethren^  ijohn, 
iii.  14* 

But  becaufe  thofe  hillings  are  the  natural  Toice 
of  the  ferpent^s  feed,  exped  them,  you  that  have  a 
mind  to  follow  Chrift,  and  take  this  guard  againft 
them  that  you  are  here  directed,  Having  a  good  con^ 
fcience;  the  fecond  party  we  mentioned  above,  as 
engaged  in  conteft. 

It  i$  a  fruitlefs  verbal  debate,  whether  confcience 
be  a  faculty  or  habit,  or  not ;  and  as  in  other  things, 
fo  in  this,  that  moft  of  all  requires  more  folid  and 
ufeful  confideration,  the  vain  mind  of  man  feedeth 
on  the  wind,  loves  to  be  bufy  to  ho  purpofe  * :  Ifow 
much  better  is  it  to  have  this  fuperaatural  goodnefs 
of  confcience,  than  to  difpute  about  the  nature  of 
it;  to  find  it  duly  teaching  and  admonifhing,  re^ 
proving  and  comforting,  rather  than  to  define  it  moft 
exadtly  f  ?  i 

When  all  is  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  no 
other  but  the  mind  ofman,  under  tbe  notion  of  a  par^ 
ticular  reverence  to  bimfelf  and  bis  own  aSlions.  And 
there  is  a  twofold  goodnefs  of  the  confcience,  purity  ' 
and  tranquillity^  and  this  latter  flows  from  the  for- 
mer ;  To  that  the  former  is  the  thing  we  ought 
primely  to  ftudy,  and  the  latter  will  follow  of  itfelf. 
For  a  time,  indeed,  the  confcience,  that  is  in  a  good 
meafure  pure,  may  be  unpeaceabl^  but  ftill  it  is  the 
apprehenfioh  and  fenfe  of  prefcnt  or  former  impurity 
that  makes  it  fo ;  for,  without  the  confideration  of 

guiltinefs, 

*  Magna  conatu  magnas  Hugos, 

t  Malo /entire  compunSionem^  quamfyire  ejus  defnuionem* 
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guiltinefs,  there  is  nothing  that  can  trouble  it«  It 
cannot  apprehend  the  wrath  of  God,  but  with  rela«- 
tion  untp  iin. 

The  goodiiefs  of  confcience  here  recommended,  is 
tbe  integfity  and  botineji  of  the  whole  inward  man  in 
a  Chrijlian  j  fo  the  ingredients  of  it  tire,  i.  A  due 
light  or  knowledge  of  our  rule  :  That  as  the  lamps 
in  the  temple  mull:  be  ftill  burning  within, ,  as  filthi- 
nefs  is  always  the  companion  of  darknels ;  therefore, 
if  you  would  have  a  good  confcience,  you  muft  by 
ail  means  have  fo  much  light,  fo  much  knowledge 
of  the  will  of  God,  as  may  regulate  you,  and  Ihew 
you  your  way,  may  teach  you  how  to  do,  and  fpeak, 
and  think,  as  in  his  prefence. 

Z.  A  conftant  regard,  and  ufing  of  this  light,  ap- 
plying it  to  all ;  not  fleeping,  but  working  by  it ; 
ilill  feeking  a  nearer  conformity  with  the  known 
will  of  our  God  ;  daily  redrefling  and  ordering  the 
afFcdlions  by  it ;  not  fparing  to  knock  off  whatfoever 
we  find  irregular  within,  that  our  hearts  may  be  po- 
lifhed,  and  brought  to  a  right  frame  by  that  rule. 
And  this  is  the  daily  inward  work  of  the  Chriftian, 
his  great  bufinefs,  to  purify  bim/elfy  as  tbe  Lord  is 
pure,  I  John  iii.  3. 

And,  3.  For  the  advancing  of  this  work  is  needful, 
a  frequent  fearch  of  our  hearts  and  of  our  adlions, 
not  only  to  confider  what  we  are  to  do,  but  what  we 
haVe  done.  Tbefe  reflex,  inquiries,  as  they  are  a 
main  part  of  the  confcience's  proper  work,  they  are 
a  chief  means  of  making  and  keeping  the  confcience 
good :  I.  Acquainting  the  foul  with  its  own  date  ; 
with  the  motions  and  inclinations  that  are  moil  na- 
tural to  it.  2.  Stirring  it  up  to  work  out,  and  purge 
away,  by  repentance,  the  pollution  it  hath  cpntraft^ 
ed  by  any  outward  adl  or  inward  motion  of  fin, 
3.  This  fearch  both  excites  and  enables  the  con- 
science to  be  more  watchful ;  teaches  how  to  avoid 
and  prevent  the  like  errors  for  the  time  to  come. 
As  natural  wife  men  labour  to  gain  thus  out  of  their 

former 
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former  overfights  in  their  aSairs,  to  be  the  wifer  and 
warier  by  them,  and  lay  up  that  as  bought  wit,  that 
they  have  paid  dear  for,  aqd  therefore  are  careful  to 
make  their  beft  advantage  of  it ;  fo  God  makes  the 
conGderation  of  their  falls  prefervatives  to  his  chil- 
dren  from  falling  again  ;  he  makes  a  medicine  of  this 
poifpn.  Thus,  that  the  confcience  may  be  good,  it 
muft  be  enlightened ;  and  it  mud  be  watchful,  both 
advifing  before,  and  after  cenfuring,  according  to 
that  light* 

The  greater  part  of  mankind  little  regard  this ; 
they  walk  by  guefs,  having  perhaps  ignorant  con- 
fciences,  (and  the  blind,  you  fay,  fwallow  many  a 
fly  j,  yea,  how  many  confciences  without  fenle,  as  fear- 
ed  with  an  hot  iron^  i  Tim.  iv.  2.  fo  ftupified,  that 
they  feel  nothing  !  Others  reft  fatisfied  with  a  civil 
righteoufnefs,  an  imagined  goodnefs  of  confcience, 
becaufe  they  are  free  from  grofs  crimes.  Others  that 
know  the  rule  of  Chriftianity,  yet  ftudy  not  a  con- 
fcientious  refpcdl  to  it  in  all  things.  They  caft  forae 
tranlient  looks  upon  the  rule,  and  their  own  hearts, 
it  may  be,  but  fit  not  down,  they  make  it  not  their 
bufinefs,  to  compare  them.  They  have  time  for  any 
thing  but  that  *  ;  but  fliare  not  with  St  Paul,  do  not 
exercife  themfelves  in  this,  to  have  a  confcience  void 
of  offence  towards  God  and  men^  Afts  xxiv.  16. 
Thofe  were  his  Afceticks^  [<^^<«i]  he  breathed  him- 
felf,  in  ftriving  againft  what  might  defile  the  con- 
fcience, or,  as  the  word  fignifies,  elaborately  wrought 
and  drejfed  his  confcience  f .  Think  you,  that  other 
things  cannot  be  done  without  diligence  and  inten- 
tion, and  is  this  a  work  to  be  done  at  random  ? 
No,  it  is  the  moft  exadt  and  curious  of  all  works,  to 
have  the  confcience  right,  and  keep  it  fo."^As  watches, 
or  other  fuch  neat  pieces  of  workmanfhip,  except 
they  be  daily  wound  up  and  ikilfuUy  handled,  they 

will 
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will  qttiickly  go  wrong ;  yea,  befides  daily  infpeaion, 
coiifcience  flxould  (as  thefe)  at  fometimes  be  taken  to 
pieces,  and  more  accurately  cleanfed  ;  for  the  bell 
kept  will  gather  foil  and  duft.  Sometimes  a  Chri- 
ftian  fhould  fet  himfelf  to  a  more  folemn  examina-. 
tiOn  of  his  pwn  heart,  beyond  his  daily  fearch;  and 
all  little  enough  to  have  fo  precious  a  good  as  this,  a 
good  confcience.  They  that  are  moft  diligent  and  vi- 
gilent,  find  nothing  to  abate  as  fuperfluous,  but  ftill 
need  of  more.  Tne  heart  is  to  be  kept  with  all  di- 
Ugence^  Provr  iv.  23.  or  above  all  keeping.  Corrup- 
tion within  is  ready  to  grow  and  gain  upon  it,  if  it 
be  never  fo  little  negledled,  and  from  without,  to  in- 
vade it,  and  get  in.  We  breathe  in  a  corrupt  infedl- 
ed  air,  and  have  need  daily  to  antidote  the  heart 
againft  it. " 

You  that  are  ftudying  to  be  excellent  in  this  art 
of  a  good  confcience,  go  on,  feek  daily  progrefs  in 
it ;  the  lludy  of  confcience  is  a  more  fweet  profit- 
able ftudy  than  of  all  Science,  wherein  is  much  vex- 
ation, and,  for  the  moft  part,  little  or  no  fruit.  Read 
this  book  diligently,  and  corredl  your  errata  by  that 
other;  book,  the  Word  of  God.  Labour  to  have  it 
pure  and  right ;  other  books  and  works  are  i«f««fy«, 
curious ^ 2inA  ire^t^yok^  by-works;  they  fhall  foon  dif- 
appear,  but  this  is  one  of  the  books  that  Jball  be 
opened  in  that  great  day,  according  to  which  we  mujl 
.bejudgedy  Rev.  xx.  12. 

On  this  follows  a  good  convcrfation,  as  infepara- 
bly  connefted  with  a  good  confcience.  Grace  is  of 
a  lively  adlive  nature,  and  doth  ad  likeltfelf ;  holi- 
nefs  in  the  heart  will  be  holinefs  in  the  life  too  ;  not 
fome  good  adlions,  but  a  good  converfation,  an  uni- 
form even  trad  of  life,  the  whole  revolution  oi  it 
regular :  The  inequality  of  fome  Chriftians  ways  doth 
breed  muoh  difcredit  to  religion,  and  difcomfort  to 
thcmfelves. 

But  obferve  here,  i.  The  order  of  thefe  two. 
2.  The  principle  of  both. 

I.  The 
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1.  Thfi  confcience  good,  and  then  the  cdhvcrfa- 
tion  ;  Make  the  tree  goody  and  the  fruit  will  be  good, 
fays  our  Saviour,  Mat*  xii.  33.  ;  fo,  here,  a  good  con- 
fcience is  the  root  of  a  good  converfation  :  Mod  men 
begin  at  the  wrong  end  of  this  work  ;  they  would  re- 
form the  outward  man  firft  ;  that  will  do  no  good,  it 
will  be  but  dead  work. 

.  Do  not^  reft  upon  external  reformations,  they  will 
not  hold,  there  is  no  abiding,  nor  no  advantage,  in 
fuch  a  work ;  you  think,  when  reproved.  Oh !  I  will 
mend,  and  let  about  the  redrefs  of  fome  outward 
things ;  but  this  is  as  good  as  to  do  nothing  ;  the  mind 
and  confcience  bein£  dtfiled^  as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks. 
Tit.  i.  15.  doth  defile  all  the  reft ;  it  is  a  mire  in  the 
fpring ;  although  the  pipes  are  cleanfed,  they  will/ 
grow  quickly  foul  again  j  fo  Chriftians,  in  their  pro-- 
grefs  in  grace,  would  eye  this  moft,  that  the  con- 
science be  growing^  purer,  the  heart  more  fpiritual, 
the  afTedions  more  regular  and.  heavenly,  and  their 
outward  carriage  will  be  holier;  whereas,  the  out-, 
ward  work  of  performing  duties,  and  being  much 
exercifed  in  religion,  may,  by  the  negled  of  this,  be 
labour  in  vain,  and  amend  nothing  foundly.  To 
iet  the  outward  actions  right,  though  with  an  honeft 
intention,  and  not  fo  to  regard  and  find  out  the  in-, 
ward  diforder  of  the  hearty  whence  tbiat  in  the  ac- 
tions flows,  is  but  to  be  ftill  putting  the  index  of  a 
clock  right  with  your  finger,  while  it  is  foul,  or  out 
of  order  within,  which  is  a  continpal  bufinefs,  and 
does  no  good.  Oh !  but  a  purified  confcience,  a 
foul  renewed  and  refined  in  its  temper  and  affedions^ 
will  make  things  go  right  without,  in  all  the  duties 
and  a£ts  of  our  catlings. 

2.  The  principle  of  ./good  in  both  is  Chrift  ;  Tour 
good  converfation  in  Chrt/i.  The  converfation  is  not 
good,  unlefs  in  him,  fo  neither  is  the  confcience. 

.1.  He  the  perfop,  we  muft'^e  in  hi^t  and  thep 

thejconfcienpc  and  cpnverfatipn  will  be  good  in  himi 

the  confcience  that. is  morally. go(^,li»ving  fame 

Vol.  11.  G  kind 
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kind  of  virtuous  .habits,  yet,  being  out  of  Chrift,  is 
nothing  but  pollution  in  the  fight  of  God ;  it  miift 
be  waihed  in  his  blood  ere  it  <:an  be  clean  ;  all  our 
pains  will  not  cleanfe  it,  floods  of  tears  will  not  do 
it ;  it  is  blood,  and  that  blood  alone,  that  hath  the 
virtue  of  purging  the  confcience  from  dead  works^ 
Heb.  ix.  14. 

2.  In  him,  the  perfeA  pattern  of  holinefs;  the 
he&rt  and  life  is  to  be  conformed  to  him,  ^nd  fo  made 
truly  good. 

^3.  He  is  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  whence  it  is  firft  de- 
rived, and  always  fed  and  maintained,  and  made 
adive ;  a  fpirit  goes  forth  from  him  that  eleanfeth 
our  fpirits,  and  fo  makes  our  converfation  elean  and 
holy. 

If  thou  would*ft  have  thy  confcience  and  heart 
purified  and  pacified,  and  have  thy  life  certified,  go 
to  Chrift  for  all,  make  ufe  of  him  ;  as  of  his  blood  to 
veaih  off  thy  guiltinefs,  fo  of  his  Spirit  to  purify  and 
fandify  thee.  If  thou  would'ft  hjive  thy  heart  re- 
ftrved  for  God,  pure  as  bis  temple  ;  if  thou  would'ii 
lave  thy  lufts  eaft  out  that  pollute  thee,  and  findeft 
no  power  to  do  it ;  go  to  him,  defire  him  to  fcourge 
out  thy  filthy  rabble,  that  abufe  his  houfe,  and  make 
it  a  den  of  thieves.  Seek  this,  as  the  only  way  to  have 
thy  foul  and  ways  righted,  to  be  in  Chrift^  and  then 
'waik  in  him.  Let  thy  converfation  be  in  Chrift, 
ftudy  bim,^nd  follow  him ;  look  on  his  way,  on  his 
graces,  his  obedience,  and  humility,  and  meeknefs^ 
till  by  looking  on  them^  they  make  the  very  idea  of 
thee  new,  a»  the  painter  doth  of  a  face  he  would 
draw  to  the  life;  fo  behold  bis  glory,  that  thou 
mayeft  ht  transformed  from  glory  to  glory  :  But,  as  it 
is  there  added,  this  muft  be  by  tb&  Spirit  offhe  Lord, 
a  Cor.  iii^  18.  Do  not,  therefore,  look  on  him  fimply. 
us  an  example  without  thee,  but  as  life  within  thee, 
having  received  him^  walk  not  only  like  him^  but  in 
bim^  as  the  Apoftle  St  Paul  fpeaks,  Golof.  ii.  6.  ai^d 
wthe  woipd  13  bere^  have  your  converfation  not  only 

according 
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accotding  to  Ghrift^  but  in  CbHfti  draw  from  iisfuU 
^^fi  S^^^  fi^  g^^ce^  Job  n  i.  16. 

idly^  The  otber  thing  in  th«  words  \%  the  advati«« 
tage  of  this  good  confcience  and  converfation,  its  fuc*^ 
cefs  in  this  conteft  with  evU-fpeakera.  (i*)  Even 
external  towards  the  malicious  ungodly  world ;  tbey 
Jball  be  njbamed  tbdt  falfoly  accufe  you.  Thus  oftea 
it  is  even  lUoft  evident  to  men ;  the.viflory  of  inno* 
cenc79  filent  innocency,  moil  ftrongly  confuting  all 
calumny,  making  the  ungodly  falfe  accufers  hide 
their  heads.  Thus,  without  ftirring,  the  integrity  of 
a  Ghriftian  conquers  ;  as  a  rocX  unremoved,  breaks 
the  waters  that  are  daibtng  againil  it.  And  this  is 
not  only  a  lawful  but  laudable*  way  of  revenge^ 
ihaming  calumny  out  of  it,  and  punifliing  evil-fpeak- 
ers  by  .well-doing ;  fliewing  really  how  falfe  their 
accufers  were.  This  is  the  moil  powerful  apology  and 
refutation;  as  his  was  of  the  fophifter,  that -would 
prove  there  was  no  motion,  by  riling  up  and  walk- 
ing. And  without  this  gopd  confcience  and  conver- 
fation,  we  cut  ourfelVes  ihort  of  other  apologiei  for 
religion,  whatsoever  we  fay  for  it.  One  unchriftian 
adlion  will  difgrace  it  more  than  we  can  repair,  by 
the  largeft  and  beft  framed  fpeeches  on  its  behalfl 

Letthofe,  therefore,  that  have  given  their  names  to 
Chrift,  honour  him,  and  theii^  holy  profeffion,  molt 
this  way  ;  ft>4^ak  for  him  as  occafion  requires ;  Why 
ihbuld  we  not,  provided  it  be  nvUb  meeknefs  andfear^ 
as  our  Apoftle  hath  taught  ?  But  let  this  be  the  main 
defence  of  religion,  liye  like  it,  and  commend  it  fo« 
Thus  all  (hould  do  that  are  called  Chrtftians,  fhould 
adorn  that  boly  projtffion  with  holy  converfation : 
But  the  moil  are  nothing  elfe  but  y^^^j*  and  bUmiJbes^ 
fome  wallowit^  in  tbe  mire^  and  provoking  one  an- 
other to  all  uncleannefs.  Oh !  the  unchriftian  life 
of  Chriftians !  an  evil  to  be  much  lamented,  more 
than  all  the  troubles  we  fuftain*  But  thefe  indeed 
do  thus  deny  Cbrijl,  and  declare  that  tbey  are  not  bism 
So  many  as  have  afiy  reality  pf  Chriil  in  you,  be  fo 

much 
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much  the  more  holy  :  The  more  wicked  the  reft  are, 
firive  to  make  it  up,  and  to  honour  that  name  which 
they  difgrace.  And  if  they  will  reproach  you,  be- 
caufe  ye  walk  not  with  them,  and  caft  the  mire  of 
falfe  reproaches  on  you,  take  no  notice,  but  go  on^ 
your  way  ;  it  will  •  dry,  and  eafily  rub  off.  Be  not 
troubled  with  misjudgings  ;  fliame  them  out  of  it  by 
your  blamelefs  and  holy  carriage,  for  that  will  do 
moft  to  put  lies  out  of  countenance.  However,  if 
they  continue  impudent,  the  day  is  at^hand,  wherein^ 
all  the  enemies  of  Chrift  fl^all  be  all  clothed  aver 
and  covered  witbjbame^  and  they  that  have  kept  a 
good  confcience,  and  walked  in  Cbrijij  Jball  lift  up 
their  faces  with  joy. 

idlyy  There  is  an  intrinfecal  good  in  this  gobdnefs 
of  confcience,  that  fweetens  all  fuSerings,  as  follows: 

Ver.  17.   For  it  is  better^  if  the  will  of  God  be  fo^ 
that  ye  fuffer  for  well-doings  than  for  evil-doing. 

THERE  is  a  neceffity  of  fufFering  in  any  way 
wherein  ye  can  walk ;  if  ye  choofe  the  way  of' 
wickednefs,  you  fliall  not,  by  doing  fo,  efcape  •  fuffer- 
ing :  And  that  fuppofed,  this  is  by  fair  the  better,  to 
fuffer  in  well-doings  and  for  it,  than  to  fuffer  either 
for  doing  evil,  or  limply  to  fuffer  in  that  way^  as  the 
words  run,  to  fuffer  doing  evil,  xaxoiroi«vTa(  vft^nv. 

I.  The  way  of  the  ungodly  is  not  exempt  from 
fuffering,  even  in  their  prefent  circumftances,  fetting 
^fide  the  judgment  and  wratli.tp  cqme.     They  often, 
fuffer  from  the  hands  of  men,  whether  juftly  or  un- 
juftly ;  and  often  from  the  immediate  hand  of  God^ 
always  juft,  both  in  that  and  the  other,  caufing  the 
finner  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  bis  awn  ways^  Prov.  i.  30. 
When   profane   ungodly  men   offer    violences  and, 
wrongs  one  to  another ;  in  this  God  is  juft  againft. 
both,  in  that  wherein  they  themfelves  are  both  un* 
juft ;  they  are  both-  rebellious  againft  him,  and  fo,  * 
though  they  intend  not  his  qi^arrel,  he  means  it  him- 
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felf ;  fets  them  to  lafh  one  another.  The  wicked 
profefs  their  combined  enmity  againft  the  children 
of  God,  yet  they  are  not  always  at  peace  amongft 
themfelves :  They  often  revile  and  defame  each  other, 
and  fo  enmity  is  held  up  on  both  fides ;  whereas  the 
godly  cannot  hold  them  game  in  that,  being  like 
their  Lord,  who,  when  be  .was  reviled^  revikd  not 
again,  i  Pet.  ii.  23.  Befides,  although  the  ungodly 
fiourilh  at  fome  times,  yet  they  have  their  days  of 
fuflfering,  are  fubjed  to  the  common  miferies  of  the 
life  of  man,  and  the  common  calamities  of  levil 
times;  the  fword  and  peftilence,  and  fuch  like  pu- 
blic judgments :  Now,  in  what  kind  foever  it  be  that 
they  fuflfer,  they  are  at  a  great  difadvantage,  com* 
pared  with  the  godly,  in  their  fufferings. 
.  Here  impure  confciences  may  lie  ileeping,  while 
men  are  at  eafe  themfelves;  but  when  any  great 
trouble  comes  and  (hakes  them,  then  the  confcience 
naturally  begins  to  awake,  and  buflie,  and  proves 
more  grievous  to  them  than  all  that  comes  on  them 
from  without.  When  they  remember  their  defpifing 
the  ways  of  God,  negleAing  him  and  holy  things^ 
whence  they  are  convinced,  how  that  comfort  might 
be  reaped  in  tkefe  days  of  diftrefs ;  this  cuts  and 
galls  them  moft,  looking  back  at  their  licentious  pro- 
line ways ;  each  of  them  ftrikes  to  the  heart.  As 
the  Apoftle  calls  fin,  thejling  of  death ,  i  Cor.  xv.  56. 
fo  is  it  of  all  fufferings,  and  the  fling  that  ftrikes 
deepeft  into  the  very  foul :  No  ftripes  are  like  thofe 
that  are  fecretly  given  by  an  accufing  confcience  *.   . 

A  fad  condition  it  is,  to  have  from  thence  the 
greateft  angui(h,  whence  the  greateft  comifort  ftiould 
be  expedted;  to  have  thickeftdarknefs,' whence  they 
ihould  look  for  the  clearefl;  light.  Men  that  have 
eyil  confciences,  love  not  to  be  with  them ;  they  are 
not  much  with  themfelves,  as  Auguftine  compares 
them  to  fuch  as  have  fhrewd  wives,  and  therefore 
love  not  to  be  much  at  home.    But  yet,  outward 

diftreft 
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diftrefs  fets  a  man  inward,  as  foul  weather  driTes 
him  home ;  and  there,  where  he  fhould  find  com- 
fort, he  is  met  with  fuch  accufations  as  are  like  a 
^ntinual  droppingy  as  Solomon  fpeaks  of  a  contentious 
woman,  Prov.  xix.  3*  It  is  a  moft  wretched  ftate  to 
live  under  fufferings  or  afflidions  of  any  kind,  and 
a  ftraoger  to  God  ^  for  a  man  to  have  God  and  his 
ctofcience  againft  him,  that  ihould  be  his  folace  in 
times,  of  diftro(s,  being  knocked  off  from  the  com*^ 
forts  of  the  world,  whereon  he  refted,  and  having 
no  provifidn  of  fpiritual  comfort  within^  nor  expec* 
tation  from  above.     But  let  us  now, 

2dly,  Coniider  the  ftate  of  the  children  of  God  in 
their  fufferings,  (efpecially  fuch  as  are  for  God) ;  and 
heve^Jir/i,  They  can  retire  themfelves  inwardSf  JSivd 
rejoice  in  tbe  tejiimony  of^a  good  confcience,  2  Con  i« 
12.  \  yea,  the  pofiefiion  of  Chrift  dwelling  within 
them.  AH  the  trouble  that  befals  them,  is  but  as 
the  rattling  of  hail  upon  the  tiles  of  the  houfe  to 
a  man  that  is  fitting  within  a  warm  room  at  a  rich 
banquet;  fuch  is  a  good  confcience,  a  feaft^  yea^  ii 
continual  feajl.  The  believer  looks  on  his  Chrift. 
and  in  him  reads  his  deliverance  from  condemna- 
tion,, and  that  is  a  ftrong  comfort,  a  cordial  that 
keeps  him  from  fainting  in  the  greateft  diftreBes* 
When  the  confcience  gives  this  tefiimony  that  fin 
is  forgiven,  it  raifes  the  foul  above  outward  fufter<« 
ings«  Tell  the  Chriftian  of  lofs  of  goods,  or  liberty, 
or  friends,  or  life,  he  anfwers  all  with  this,  ^\  Chrift 
^'  is  mine,  and  my  fin  is  pardoned ;  that  is  enough 
^  for  me.  What  would  I  not  have  fuffered,  to  bavQ 
f*  been  delivered  from  the  wrath  of  God,  if  any  fuf- 
'*  fering  of  mine  in  this  world  could  have  done  that  ? 
^*  Now  that  is  done  to  my  hand.  All  other  fufifer^ 
^^  ings  are  light ;  they  are  light,  and  but  for  a  moment. 
'*  One  thought  of  eternity  drowns  the  whole  time  of 
^'  tbe  world's  endurance,  which  is  but  as  one  inftant, 
<•  or  twinkling  of  an  eye,  betwixt  eternity  before,. 
^  «n4  eternity  after.    How  much  lefs  is  any  fhort 
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**  life,  and  a  fmall  part  of  that  is  fpent  in  fufierings  ? 
**  Yea,  what  is  it,  though  it  were  all  fufferings,  with- 
'^  out  interruption,  which  yet  it  is  not?  When  I  look 
<*  forward  to  the  crown,  all  ranifhes,  and  I  think  it 
**  Ufs  than  n^tbingJ*^  Now,  thefe  things  the  good 
conference  fpeaks  to  the  Chriftian  in  his  fufferings  ; 
therefore,  certainly,  his  choice  is  heft,  that  provides  it 
for  bis  companion  agatnft  eviiand  troublous  times :  If 
moral  integrity  went  fo  far,  (as  truly  it  did  much  in 
fome  men  that  had  much  of  it),  that  they  fcorned 
all  bard  encounters,  and  efteemed  this  a  fufficient 
bulwark,  a  ftrength  impregnable,  bk  murus  abeneus 
efto,  nil  confiire  jSbi;  how  much  more  the  Cbri«. 
ftian^s  good  confcience,  which  alone  is  truly  fuch  ! 

2.  As  the  Chriftian  may  thus  look  inward,  and  re- 
joice in  tribulation ;  fo  there  is  another  look,  up^ 
ward,  that  is  here  Ifkewife  mentioned^  that  allays  ve- 
ry much  all  the  fqfferings  of  the  faints ;  Iftbe  will  of 
God  be /g^  iPet.  iii.  17. 

The  Chriftian  mind  hath  ftill  one  eye  to  this,  above 
the  band  of  men,  and  all  inferior  caufes,  in  fuifer- 
ing,  whether  for  the  name  of  God,  or  otherwife  ; 
it  looks  on  the  fovereign  will  of  God,  and  fweetly 
complies  with  that  in  all.  Neither  is  there  any  thing 
that  doth  more  powerfully  compofe  and  quiet  the 
mind  than  this.  It  feels  itfelf  invincibly  firm  and 
content,  when  it  hath  attained  this  felf-relignation  to 
the  will  of  God \  to  agree  to  that  in  every  thing,. 
This  is  the  very  thing  wherein  tranquillity  of  fpirit 
lies :  It  is  no  riddle,  nor  hard  to  be  underftood/  yet 
few  attain  it.  And  1  pray  you,  what  is  gained  by 
oar  reludlancies  and  r^pinings,  but  pain  to  ourielves  ? 
God  dotb  what  be  willf  whether  we  confent  or  not ; 
our  difagreeing  doth  not  prevent  his  purpofes,  but 
our  own  peace.  If  we  will  not  be  led,  we  arc 
drawQ*'  We  muft  fuffer,  if  he  will ;  but  if  we  will 
what  he  wills,  even  in  fufFering,  that  makes  it  fweet 
and  eafy  ;  when  our  mind  goes  along  with  his,  and 
we  willingly  move  with  that  ftream  of  providence, 

which 
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which  will  carry  us  with  it,  though  we  row  againft 
it ;  in  which  c^e  we  ftiil  have  nothing  but  toil  and 
wearinefs  for  our  pains. 

But  this  hard  argument,  of  necefiity,  is  needlefs  to 
the  child  of  God  ;  perfuaded  of  the  wifdom  and 
love  of  his  Father,  he  knows  that  to  be  truly  bed 
for  him  that  his  hand  reaches.  Sufferings  are  un- 
pleafant  to  the  flefh,  and  it  will  grumble ;  btit  the 
voice  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  his  children,  is  that  of 
that  good  king.  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  that  be 
batbjpokefif  Ifa.  xxxix.  S. ;  or  that  other,  2  Sam.  x, 
12.  Let  bim  do  with  me  as  feemeib  good  in  bis  eyes. 
My  foolifh  heart  would  think  thefe  things  I  fufier 
might  be  abated,  but  my  wife  and  heavenly  Father 
thinks  otherwife :  He  hath  his  deGgn  of  honour  to 
himfelf,  and  good  to  me  id  thefe,  which  I  would  be 
loath  to  crofs  if  I  might.  It  would  think,  I  may  do 
God  more  fervice  by  thefe  advantages  ;  but,  doth  not 
he  know  befl  what  is  fit?  Cannot  he  advance  his 
grace  more  by  the  want  of  thefe  things  I  defire,  than 
I  could  do  myfelf  by  having  them  ?  Cannot  he  make 
me  a  gainer  by  ficknefs  and  poverty,  and  difgraces, 
and  lofs  of  friends  and  children,  by  makings  up  all 
in  himfelf,  and  teaching  me  more  of  his  all*fuffi« 
ciency  ?  Yea,  even  concerning  the  affairs  of  my  foul, 
I  am  to  give  up  all  to  his  good  pleafure.  Though  I 
defire  tbe  light  of  bis  countenance  above  all  things  in 
this  world,  yet  if  he  fee  it  fit  to  hide  it  fometimes  ;  if 
that  be  his  will,  let  me  not  murmur :  There  is  no- 
thing loft  by  this  obedient  temper;  yea,  what  way 
foever  he  deals  with  us,  there  is  much  more  advan* 
tage  in  it.  No  foul  (hall  enjoy  fo  much  in  all  eftates, 
as  that  which  hath  divefted  and  renounced  itfelf,  and 
hath  no  will  but  God's. . 

Ver.  i»w 
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Ver.  18.  For  Cbriji  alfo  bath  once  fuffcred  for  Jtns,  the 
juftfor  the  uJyt^,  (that  he  ntigbt  bring  us  to  God  J, 
being  put  to  death  in  the  flejb^  but  quickened  by  the 
Spirit. 

THE  whole  life  of  a  Chriftian,  is  a  Iteady  aiming 
at  conformity  with.  Chrift ;  fo  that,  in  any 
thing,  whether  doing  or  fufFcring,  there  can  be  no 
argument  fo  appoQte  and  perfuafive  as  His  example ; 
and  no  kind  or  degree  frf  obedience,  either  active 
or  paffiye,  fo  difficult,  but  the  view  and  contempla- 
tion of  that  example  will  powerfully  fweeten  it.  The 
Apoille  doth  not  decline  the  frequent  ufe  of  it :  her6 
we  have  it  thas^  for  Cbri/t  alfo  fuffered. 

Though  the  dodrine  of  Chriftian  fuffering  is  the 
occafion  of  fpeaking  of  Chrift's  fuffering,  yet  he  in- 
fifts  on  it  beyond  the  iimple  neceflity  of  that  argu-^ 
jnent,  for  its  own  excellency,  and  further  ufefulnefs* 
So  we  Ihall  confider  the  double  capacity  *  1.  As  all 
encouragement  and  engagement  for  Chriilians  to 
fuffer.  II.  As  the  great  point  of  their  faith,  where- 
on all  their  hopes  and  happinefs  depend,  being  the 
means  of  their  redudtion  to  God« 

I.  The  due  confideration  of  Chrift's  fufferings 
doth  much  temper  all  the  fufferings  of  Chriilians, 
efpccially  fuch  as  are  dircdly  for  Chrift. 

X.  It  is  fome  known  eafe  to  the  mind,  in  any  di- 
ilrefs,  to  look  upon  iexamples  of  the  like,  or  greater 
diftrefs,  in  prefent  or  former  times  "*.  It  diverts  the 
eye  from  continual  poring  on  our  own  fuffering;  and, 
when  we  return  to  view  it  again,  it  leflens  it,  abates 
of  the  imagined  bulk  and  greatnefs  of  it.  Thus 
public,  thus  (piritual,  troubles  are  lightened ;  and  par- 
ticularly the  fufferingsand  temptations  of  the  godly, 
bytheconfideration  of  this  as  their  common  lot,  their 
highway,  and  not  new  in  the  pcrfon  of  any,  i  Cg^r. 
x.  13.  No  temptation  hiis  befallen  ^1^  but  what  is 
common  to  men.    It  weJtcacef  the  Eve^  of  the  mod 

Vol.  II.  H  eminent 
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eminent  faints,  {hall  we  not  find  every  notable  flap 
that  is  recorded  marked  with  a  new  crofs;  ^ne 
trouble  following  on  another,  as  the  waves  do*,  in 
an  inceflant  fucceflion  ?  Is  not  this  manifeft  in  the 
life  of  Abraham,  and  of  Jacobs  and  the  reft  of  God's 
worthies,  in  t hie  Scriptures  ?  And,  doth  not  this  make 
it  an  unreafonable,  abfurd,  thought,  to  dream  of  an 
e&emption  ?  Would  any  one^  have  a  new  untrodden 
way  cut  out  for  him,  free  of  thorns,  and  ftrewed 
with  flowers  all  along?  Would  a  man  meet  with  no 
contradidions,  nor  hard  raeafure  from  the  \vorld,  or 
imagine  that  there  may  be  fuch  a  dexterity  necef- 
fary,  as  to  keep  its  good  will,  and  the  friendfhip  of 
God  too?  This  will  not  be;  and  it  is  an  univerfal 
conclufion,  All^bat  will  live  godly  in  Cbrijl  Jefus^ 
mujt  fuffer  petfecution^  ^Tim.  iii,  12.  This  is  the 
path  to  the  kingdom,  that  which  all  the  fons  of  God, 
the  heirs  of  it,  have  gone  in,  even  Chrift ;  as  that 
known  word  is,  One  Son  without  fin,  but  none  with- 
out fufFering  ;  Cbrift  alfo  fuffered. 

2.  As  the  example  and  company  of  the  faints  in 
fuffering  is  very  confiderable,  fo  that  of  Chrift  is 
more  than  any  other,  yea,  than  all  the  reft  together. 
Therefore,  the  Apoftlc  having  reprefented  the  former 
at  large,  ends  in  this,  as  the  top  of  all,  Heb.  xii.  i,  2. 
There  is  a  race  fit  before  us^  it  is  to  be  run,  and  rtm 
with  patience^  and  witbout  fainting :  Now^  he  tells 
us  of  a  cloud  of  H»itnejles\  2i  cloud  made  up  of  tn-^ 
ftances  of  believers  fuffering  before  us  ;  and  the  heat 
of  the  day  wherein  we  run  is  fomewhat  cooled,  even 
by  that  cloud  compalling  us  :  But  tb,e  'main  ftrength 
of  their  comfort  here,  lies  in  looking  to  Jefus^  eyeing 
of  his  fufferings,  and  their  iflue.  The  conlidering 
and  contemplating  of  him  will  be  the  ftrongeft  cor- 
dial, will  keep  you  from  wearying  2xA  fainting  in  the 
way,  vcr.  3. 

The  (ingukr  power  of  this  inftance  lies  in.  many 

particulars^  confiderable  in  it*    To  fpecify  fome  chief 

•  ?  things 

'^  Viba  unda  peUiturunid.         ^    . 
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things  briefly  in  the  fteps^of  the  pre&nt  words :  Thf 
«ampte  is  great  and  fit,  and  the  refult  of  the  fufTer. 
ings  conte^mpUted,  of  infinite  importance  to  th^ 
C^riftian.  Cpn^der,  ift,  the  greatnefs  oi  the  exfim. 
pie,  which  y  ill  appear  from  the  greatnefs  of  the  pet* 
fon,  and  of:the  fuiFcripgs, 

1.  From  the  grcatiiejs  of  the  pe/fon  :  Cbrijl^  and 
that  marked  to  us  by  the  manner  of  exprefiion»  [x^i 
X(iro!i],  Cbrift  a{fi^,  beOdes  and  beyond  all  others,  ev^ 
Cbryt  bim/elf. 

T^iere  can  be  no  higher  example :  Not  only  are 
thfe  funs  of  adoption  fuffcrers,  but  the  begotten,  the 
only  begotten  Son^  the  eternal  Heir  of  glory^  in  whom 
all  tbe  reft  have  their  title,  their  fonfliip,  and  heir- 
(hip,  derived  from,  and  dcpepdent  on»  his  :  Not  only 
all  the  faints,  but  t^e  King  of  faints.  Who  (hall  , 
now  repine  at  fufFering?  Shall  the  wretched  fons  of 
men  refofe  to  fuffer,  after  the  fiiffering  of  thefpotlefs 
glorious  Son  of  God?  as  one  fp^aks of  pride,  that 
after  Maje(ty,  higbeft  Majeftj,  to  teach  humility^ 
hath  fo  hpmbled  himfelf,  how  wicked  and  impudent 
a  thing  will  it  be  for  a  worm  ^to  (well,  to  be  fiigb 
conceited*?  So  thus  our  Lord  hath  taught  us,  hj 
fufFering  in  his  own  perfon,  and  hath  dignified  fut- 
feriugs,  fo  that  we.(hould  ccrtaijily  rather  be  ambi* 
tious  than  afraid  of^theni.     Recoll^it, 

2.  The  greatnefs  and  .continuance  of  his  fufFering^. 
That  which  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  here  of,  bis  once  fif* 
fering^  hath  its  truth,  taking  in  all.  Hefvffered  ortcc  ; 
his  whole  Ijfe  was  one  continued  line  of  fuffering, 
from  the  manger  to  the  crotiB ',  all  that  lay  betwixt 
was  futtable.  His  eftate;  and  entertainment  through- 
out his  whole  life  agreed  well  with  fo  mean  a  begin* 
ning,'and  fo  reproachful  an  end,  of  it :  Forced  upon 
a  flight,  while  he  could  not  go ;  and  living  till  he 
appeared  in  public,  in  a  very  mean  def][>ifed  .  condi- 
tion, as  the  carpenter's  fon;  and,  after  bis  beft  work% 
paid  with  envy  and  revilings,  called  ^  wine  bibrr^ 

and 
*  Ubift  btimiliavit  MajeftaSf  vtrmicuJut  ii^fUtur  §t  intumtftatf 
Bern* 
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ind  a  cajler  out  qf  devils  by  the  prince  of  devils  ;  his 
life  often  laid  in  waif  and  fought  for.  Art  thou 
inean  in  thy  birth  and  life,  defpifed,  misjudged,  and 
reviled,  on  all  hands  ?  Look  how  it  was  with  Him, 
that  had  more  right  than  thou  haft,  to  better  enter- 
tainment in  the  world.  Thou  wilt  not  deny  this, 
for  it  was  his  own  ;  it  was  made  by  bim^  and  be  was 
in  it,  (ind  it  knew  bim  not.  Are  thy  friends  harfli  to 
thee  ?  He  came  unto  bis  own,  and  bis  own  received  bim 
not,  John  i.  lo,  ii.  Haft  thou  a  me^n  cottage,  or  ! 
art  thou  drawn  from  it  ?  Ha^  thou  no  dwellings  and 
lart  thou  every  way  poor  and  ill  apcommodated  ?  He  i 
was  as  poor  as  thou  can  ft  be,  and  bad  no  where  to  | 
lay  bis  bead.  Mat,  viii.  ^o.  worfe  provided  than  the* 
birds  vind  foxes.  But  then,confider  to  what  a  height 
his  fufferings  rofe  in  the  end,  that  moft  remarkable 
piece  of  them  here  meant,  by  his  gnce  fufferirig  for 
fins.  If  thou  Ihouldft  be  cut  oflf  by  a  violent  death, 
pr  ifi  the  prime  of  thy  years,  may'ft  thou  pot  look 
ppon  hitp  gs  going  before  thee  in  both  thcfe  ?  and  in 
fo  ignominious  away ;  fcpurged,  buffeted,  and  fpit 
on  ;  he  endurfed  all,  ^^^^w  bis  back  to  the  fmiters, 
Ifa.  i.  6. ;  ^nd  jhen,  as  the  fame  Prophet  hath  it,  He 
was  numbered  amongjl  tbe  tranfgrejffbrs,  Ifa.  liii.  ult. 
When  they  had  ufcd  \i\\n  with  all  that  fliame,  they 
hanged  him  betwioft  two  thieve^,  and  they  that  pafled 
by,  wagged  their  beads^  and  darted  taunts  at  him,  as 
at  a  mark  fixed  to.  the  crofs;  tbeyfcoffed  and^aid^ 
Hefaved  other  i,  himfelf  be  cannot  fave :  Biit,  for  the  joy 
fet  before  hif?i,  be  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the 
Jbame,  as  the  Apoftle  fays,  Heb.  xii.  2. 

Thus  fee  we  the  outfide  of  his  fufferings.  But 
the  Chriftian  is  fubjcft  to  grievous  temptations,  and 
fad  defertipns,  that  are  heavier  l)y  far  than  the  fuffer- 
ings which  indeed  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  here.  Yet 
even  in  tbefe  this  famp  argument  of  his  holds.  For 
our  Saviour  is  not  unacquainted  with,  nor  ignorant 
of,  either  of  thofe,  though  ftill  without  fin.  And,  if 
?ny  of  that  had  been  in  any  of  his  fufferings,  it  had 
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not  fuiitfaei!edy  but^undone  all  our  comfort  ia .  hitn* 
But  tempted  he  was ;  he  fuffered  that  way  too,  and 
the  temptations- were,  terrible,  as  you  know.  And^ 
was  there  not  fome  ft.rong  conflid  when  he  fell  down 
and  prayed  in  the  garden,  and  fwet  drops  of  blood? 
Was  there  not  aa  awfiil  eclipfe,  when  he  cried  out 
on  the  crofs,  Mjn  God,  my^  God,  why  baft  thou  forfaken 
me?  So  that,  even  in  thefe,  we  may  apply  this  com- 
fort, and  ftay  ourfelves  or  fouls  on  him,  and  go  to 
him  as  a  compaffionate  High<priel\,  Heb.  iv.  15,  16. 
Fqt  Cbrift  alfo  fleered.  .. 

2.  Confider  the  fitnefs  of  the  example :  As  the 
fame  is  eirery  way  great,  yea  greateft^  fo  it  is  fit,  the 
fitteft  to  take  with  a  Chriftian,  to  fet  before  him  fo 
near  a  pattern,  where  he  hath  fo  much  intereft.  As 
the  argutnent  is  ftrong  in  itfelf,  fo  is  it  to  the  new 
man,  the  Chriftian  man,  particularly  ftrongeft;  it 
binds  him  moft  ;  for  it  is  not  far  fetched,  but  a  home 
pattern*;  as  when  you  perfuade  men  to- virtue,  by 
the  example  of  thofe  that  they  have  near  gelation  to. 
They  are  his  fervants^  and  ih^ll  they,  or  would  they, 
think  to  be  greater  than  their  Mafter,  to  be  exempt 
from  his  lot  in  the  world  ?  They*are  bisfoldiers^  and  • 
will  they  refufe  to  follow  him,  and  to  endure  with 
him  ?  Suffer  bardfiip  (fays  the  Apoftle  to  Timothy), 
as  a  goodjoldier  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  2  Tim.  ii.  3.  Wik 
not  a  word  from  him  put  a  vigour  in  them  to  go  af- 
ter him,  whether  upon  any  march  or  fervice,  when 
he  Calls  them  friends,  Commilitones,  an  appellation  ufed 
by  Julius  Caefar,  which  wrought  fo  much  on  his 
trained  bands :  Yea,  be  is  net  ajhamed  to  call  them 
brethren,  Heb.  ii.  11.;  and,  will  they  be  afliamed  to 
ftiare  with  him,  and  to  be  knpwn  by  their  fuitable 
eftate  to  be  his  brethren  ? 

3.  There  is  from  thefe  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  fuch  a 
refult  of  fafety  and  comfort  to  a  Chriftian,  that 
makes  them  a  moft  efFeftual  encouragement  tg  fuffer- 
ing  -,  which  is  this,  if  he  fuffered  once,  that  was /or 

ftn; 
♦  Pxemplum  domefticum. 
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JiM  /To  thdt  now,  that  heavy  intolerable  fafieriisg  for 
fin  being  once  taken  out  of  a  believer's  way,  it 
makes  all  other  fuiferings  light,  exceeding  light,  as 
nothing  in  their,  account.  He  fuffertd.  once  for  jf», 
fo  that  to  them  that  lay  hold  on  him,  this  holds 
fate,  that  fin  is  never  to  be  fuffered  for  in  the  way 
of  ftrid  juftice,  again;  as  not  by  him,  fo  not  by 
them  that  are  in  him  ;  for  be  fuffered  for  Jini  once^ 
and  it  was  for  their  fins^  every  poor  believej^s.  So 
now  the  foul,  finding  itfelf  rid  of  that  fear,  goes  cheer- 
fully through  all  other  hazards.and  fufierings. 

The  foul,  perplexed  about  that  queftion,  finds 
no  relief  in  all  other  enjoyments ;  all  pmpofitions 
of  lower  comforts  are  unfavoury  and  troublefomc  to 
it.  Tell  it  of  peace  and  profperity  ;  fay,  however 
the  world  go,  you  ihall  have  eafe  and  pleafure,  and 
you  (hall  bo  honoured  and  efteemed  by  all;  yea, 
though  you  could  make  a  man  fure  of  thefe,  yet,  if 
his  confcience  be  working  and  ftirred  about  the  mat- 
ter of  his  fin,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is  tied 
clofe  to  fin,  he  will  wonder  at  your  impertinency, 
in  that  you  fpeak  fo  far  from  the  purpofe.  Say  what 
you  will  of  thefe,  he  ftill  aflcs,  "  What  do  you  mean  by 
•*  this  ?  thofe  things  ahfwer  not  me.  Do  you  think 
**  I  can  find  comfort  in  them,  fo  long  as  my  fin  is  uri- 
"  pardoned,  and  there  is  a*  fentence  of  eternal  death 
"  Handing  above  my  head.  I  feel  even  an  imprefs 
**  cf  fomevvhat  of  that  hot  indignation;  fome  flafbes 
**  of  it,  flying  and  lighting  upon  the  face  of  my  foul, 
**  and  how  can  I  take  pleafure  in  thefe  things  you 
*"  fpeak  of?  And  though  I  Ihould  be  fenfelefs,  and 
"  feel  nothing  of  this  all  my  life,  yet  how  foon  fhall 
•*  I  have  done  with  it,  and  the  delights  that  reach 
*^  no  further  ?  and  then  to  have  everlafling  burnings^ 
**  eternity  of  wrath  to  enter  to  ;  how  can  I  be  fatis- 
^  fied  with  that  eftate  ?"  All  you  offer  a  man  in  this 
pofture  is,  as  if  you  fliould  fct  dainty  fare,  and  bring 
mufic  with  it,  to  a  man  lying  almofi  prefied  to  death 
under  great  weights,  and  you  bid  him  eat  and  be 

mefry. 
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mertyt  but  lift  not*  off  his  prefl^re;  you  do  but 
mock  the  man  and  add  to  his  ipifery.  On  the  other 
fide,  he  that  hath  got  but  a  view  of  hid  Chrift,  and 
reads  his  own  pardon  in  (thrift's*  fulferings,  can 
rejoice  in  this,  in  the  midft .  of  all  other  fufTer- 
ings,  and  look  on  death  without  appr^henfioq,  yea, 
with  gladnefs,  for  r^^y^iizj^  iV  otfr :  Chrilt  hath  mad^ 
all  pleafant  to  hira  by  this  one  thing,  that  befuffered 
once  for  fins.  Chrift  bath  perfumed  the  crofs,  and 
the  grave,  and  made  all  fweet.  The  pardoned  man 
finds  himfelf  light,  fkips  and  leap$,  and,  through 
Cbrijljlrengthening  bim^  he  can  encounter  with  any 
trouble.  If  you  think  to  ihut  up  bis  fpirit  within 
outward  fufferings,  be  is  now,  as  Samp  Ton  ii)  his 
ftrength,  able  to  carry  away  on  his  back  the  gates 
with  which  you  would  inclofe  him;  yea,  can  fub- 
mit  patiently  to  the  Lord's  hand  in  any  correc- 
tion. '*  Thou  haft  forgiven  my  fin,  therefore,  deal 
''  with  nie  as  thou  wilt,  all  is  well."  For  the  im- 
provement of  what  has  been  faid, 

I.  Learn  to  confider  more  deeply,  and  efteem 
more  highly,  of  Chrift,  and  his  fuffering,  to  filence 
our  grumbling  at  our  petty  light  crofles;  for  fo  they 
are  in  comparifon  of  his.  Will  not  the  great  odds 
of  hi^  perfe(Sl  innocency,  and  of  the  nature  aod 
meafure  of  his  fu&rings  ;  will  not  the  fenfe  of 
the  redemption  of  our  fouls  from  death  by- his 
death  j  will  none  of  thcfe,  nor  all  of  thiem,  argue 
us  into  mbre  thankfulnefs  and  love  to  him,  and 
patience  in  our  trials  ?  Why  will  we  then  be 
called  Chriflians  ?  Ic  is  impofitble  to  be  fretful  and 
inalecontent  with  the  Lord's  dealing  with  us  in  any 
kind,  till  firft  we  have  forgot  how  he  dealt  with  his 
deareft  Son  for  our  fakes  *.  But  thefe  things  are  not 
weighed  by  the  moft :  we  hear  and  {peak  of  them,  but 
our  hearts  receive  not  the  impreijions  of  them ; 
therefore  we  repine  againft  our  Lord  and  Father, 
...  and 

*  £nvMit§  o^n.  fattient  fua^  fUi  iOuU  ^tulntra  intventur. 
Bern,  in  Cant.     Serm.  6i. 
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and  drowtl  a  hundred  great  blcffingfe  in  atiy  Ihtid 
trouble  that  befals  US;  ;;       ::  .i 

2.  Seek  furcr  intereft  in  Chrift  and  hisTuffering 
than  the  moft  either  hate  attained;  Or  are  afpiring  to, 
otherwife  all  that  hfuffered  A^r^will  afford  thee  no 
eafe   nor  comfort  in   any   kind   of  fuffering*     No; 
though   thou   fuffer  for  a  good  caufe,  even  for  his 
caufe,  ftill  this  will  be  an  extraneous  foreign  thing 
to  thee  ;  and  to  tell  thee  of  his  fufferings,  will  work 
no  otherwife  with  thee  than  fome  other  comnfOrt  ftory. 
And  as  in  the  day  of  peace  thou  regarded  it  no  more, 
ib  in  the  day  ef  thy  trouble  thou  (halt  receive  no  more 
»c'omfdrt  from  it.     Other  things  which  you  efteemed 
Ihall  have  no.  comfort  to  fpeak  to  you ;,  though  you 
purfu&tbem  with  words  (as  Solomon  fays  of  the  poor 
man's  friends)  yet  tbeyjhall  be  wanting  to  you ^  Pirov. 
xix.  7.     And  then  you  would  furely  find  how  happy 
it  were  to  have  this  to  turn  you  to,  that  the  Lord 
■Jefus  fuffered  for  fins,  and  for  your's,  and  therefore 
hath  made  it  a  light  and  cor^fortablebufinefs  to  you 
to  undergo  momentary  paffing  fufferings; 

Days  of  trial  will  come ;  do  ybu  not  fee  they  are 
on  us  already  ?  Be  perfuaded,  therefore,  to  turn  your  ^ 
eyes  and  defires  more  towards  Chrift*  This  is  the 
thing  we  would  ftill  prefs ;  the  fupport  and  happi- 
nefs  of  your  fouls  lie  on  it.  But  you  will  not  be- 
lieve it.  Oh,  that  you  knew  the  comforts  ^nd  fweet- 
nefs  of  Chrift  !  Oh,  that  one  would  fpeak  that  knew 
more  of  them  !  Were  you  once  but  enteired  into  this 
.  knowledge  of  him,  and  the  virtue  of  his  fufferings, 
you  would  account  all  your  days  but  loft  wherein 
you  have  not  known  him  ;  and  in  all  times  your 
hearts  would  find  no  refreftiment  like  to  the  reraem- 
brani:e  of  his  lovd. 

Having  fomewhat  confidered  thefe  fufferings,  as 
the  Apoftle's  argument  for  his  prefent  purpofe,  we 
come  now, 

2dty,  To  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  particulars,  by 
which  he  illuftrates  theix^,  as  the  main  point  of  our 

faith 
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faith  and  comfort :  Of  them  here  are  two  things, 
their  caufe  and  their  kind. 

I.  Their  caufe ;  both  their  meriting  caufe  and  their 
final  caufe.  What  in  us  procured  thefe  fufTerings 
unto  Chrift ;  and  what  thofe  his  fufTerings  procured 
unto  us.  Our  guiltinefs  brought  fufTering  upon  him; 
and  his  fuffering  brings  us  unto  God. 

ijly  For  the  meritorious  caufe,  our  guilt  brought 
fufTerings  on  Chrift.  The  evil  of  fin  hath  the  evil 
of  punifliment  infeparably  conneded  with  it :  We 
have  a '  natural  obligation  of  obedience  unto  God, 
and  he  juftly  urges  it ;  fb  that  .where  tht  command  of 
his  law  is  broke»  the  curfe  of  it  prefently  foUoweth. 
And  though  it  was  fimply  in  the  power  of  the  Su- 
preme Lawgiver  to  have  difptnfed  with  the  inflidtion^ 
yet  having,  in  his  wifdom,  purpofed  to  be  known  a 
juitGod  in  that  way,  following  forth  the  tenor  of  ^is 
law,  of  neceffity  there  mull  be  a  fufTering. for  fin. 

Thus,  the  angels  that  kept  not  their  ftation,  falling 
from  it,  fell  into  a  dungeon,  wfcere  they  are,  under 
chains  of  darknefs^  referved  to  the  judgment  qf  the  great 
day^  Jude  6. ;  and  man  feU  under  the  fentence  of 
death.  But  in  this  is  the  difference  betwixt  man  and 
them ;  they  were  not  of  one,  as  parent  or  common 
root  of  the  reft,  but  each  one  fell  or  ftood  for  hirofelf 
alone,  fo  a  part  of  them  only  perifhed  ;  but  man  fell 
altogether ;  fo  that  not  one  of  all  the  race  could  efcape 
condemnation,  unlefs  fome  other  way  of  fatisfadion 
be  found  out.  And  here  it  is,  Chriji  fuffered  for  Jint^ 
tbejujlfor  tbe  unjujl :  Father^  fays  he,  I  have  glorified 
tbee  on  earth,  John  xyii.  3.  In  this  plot,  indeed,  do  all 
tbe -divine  attributes  fhine  in  their  full  luftre  ^  infi- 
nite mercy,  and  immenfe  juftice,  and  power,  and  wif« 
dom.  Looking  on  Chrift  as  ordained  for  that  purpofe, 
I  have  found  a  ranfom,  fays  the  Father,  Job  xxxiik 
24. ;  one  fit  to  redeem  man,  a  kinfman,  one  of  that 
very  fame  ftock,  the  Son  of  Man ;  one  able  to.  re- 
deem man  by  fatisfying  me,  and  fulfilling'  all  1  lay 
upon  him  ;  my  Son,  my  only  begotten  Son,  in  whom  my 

Vol.  II.  I  foul 
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foul  deilgbts  >  Ahd  he  is  Willirjg^  undfertatos  ^11,  fays*, 
Lo  I  come,  &c.  Pfal.  xl.  7.  W*  are  b^refed  upon  thfe 
\vay  of  this  redehiptidri  ;  y^ia,  upon  the  pfei'foAs  to  be 
redeemed;  it  if  riot  a  roving  blind  bargain,  a  pric^ 
jiaid  for  we  know  not  wh6ra.  Hear  his  t'iiti  w6ifds  * 
tbou  baJigiiMti  the  !^on  (fays  th6  Son  to  the  Father) 
power  over  alljlejh  ;  that  be jfbould 'give  eternal  life  to 
as  many  as  thou  haji  given  him^  John  Xvii.  2^ ;  and 
afterwards,  all  mirie  dn  tbtne\  and  tbine  are  mine^  and 
I  am  glorifed  in  them,  ver.  16. 

.  For  the  fins  of  thofe  he  fuffered,  ftandStog  ifi  their 
room  ;  and  what  he  did  and  fuffeted,  according  to 
the  law  of  that  covenaht,  WAs  dbne  and  fuffered  by 
them.  Ail  the  fins  of  all  the  eleft  were  mad^  up 
into  an  huge  bundlei  and  bound  upon  bis  fhdulders. 
Sx)  the  Prophet  (|>eaks  in  thdir  name  5  Svrefy  he  hath 
borne  our  griefs ,  and  carried  our  farrows  ;  and  the  Lord 
laid  ^of-  made  to  meet]  on  bim  the  iniquity  of  us  aU, 
Jfa.  liii.  5.  where  he  had  fpdkfenof  many  ways  of 
fin,  and  faid^  twf  iave  tnrned  every  one  to  his  own 
way  ;  he  binds  up  all  in  the  word  of  iniquity  as  all 
d«ie  fin,  as  if  it  Were  that  one  tranfgreffion  of  thfe  firft 
Adain  that  brought  on  the  curfe  of  his  feed,  borne  by 
the  fecond  Adam^  to  take  it  away  from  all  that  are 
Ills  feed,  that  are  in  him  as  tfceirroot. 

He  is  the  great  High  Prieft  appearing  before  God 
with  the  names  of  the  ek\ft  upon  his  (boulders ;  and 
hi  his  heart  bearing  them  and  all  their  burdens,  and 
pffering  for  therUj  not  any  other  facrifice  but  bimfelf; 
charging  all  their  fin  on  hiniftlfi  as  the  prieft  did  the 
fins  of  the  people  on  the  head  of  the  facrifice.  He^ 
liy  the  Eternal  Spirit^  fays  the  Apoftle,  offered  up  bim-* 
felf  without  fpot  unto  God^fpotkfs  andfinUfs^  Heb.  ix. 
l^. ;  and  fo  he  only  is  fit  to  take  away  our  fip,  being 
a  fatisfadory  obiatioii  for  it.  He  fuffered  ;  in  hiiA 
Was  our  ranfomji  j^nd  thus  it  was  paid.  In  the  man 
Chrift  was  the  Deity,  and  fo  his  blood  was  as  the 
Apoftlfe  calls  ix^the  blood  of  God^  Ads  xx.  28.  j  and, 

t(eing  pierced,  it  came  forth,  and  was  told  down,  b% 

■■■  ^    -      - tl^^ 
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the  riqh  price,  of  Pur  ttdeinptian ;  mtjihuer  norgoldi 
mr  forruptit^le  tilings:,  as  Qur  Apoftle  hath  it  before, 
but  ibip  prfCiom  hhod  of  Cbri^y  as  ^f  a,  lamb  without 
bkmi/b,  I  Pet  i.  17, 

Obf.  I.  Shall  ^ny  man  offer  to  bear  the  nanie  of  9 
Chriftian,  that  pleafes  himfelf  in  the  way  of  fin  ?  that 
can  delight.. and  fport  himfelf  wjth  it,  when  he  con- 
fiders  this,  thM  Cbrift  fufFered  for  fin  ?  Do  npt  think 
it,  ypu  th^t  ftill  acoQunt  fin  fweet,  which  he  found  fo 
bitter  and  light,  which  wa§  fo  heavy  to  him,  and 
made  \i\%foul  heavy  tq  tke  death.  You  are  yet  far  off 
from  him  ;  if  you  were  in  him,  and  one  with  him^ 
there  would  be  fome  harmony  of  your  hearts  with 
hi3,  and  fome  fympathy  ^vith  thefe  fufFerings,  as  en* 
dured  by  your  Lord,  your  head,  and  for  you.  They 
that,  with  a  jight  view,  fee  him  as  pierced  by  their 
fins,  that  fight  pierces  them,  and  makes  them  mourn ; 
brings  forth  tears,  beholding  the  gufiiing  forth  of  hi9 
blood.  This  makes  the  real  Cbriftian  an  avowed 
enemy  to  fin :  Ihall  I  ever  be  friends  with  that,  fay^ 
he,  which  killed  my  Lord  ?  No,  but  I  will  ever  kilj 
it,  qind  do  it  by  applying  his  death.  The  true  penif 
teat  is  fworn  to  be  the  death  of  fin  :  He  may  be  fur- 
prifed  by  it,  but  there  is  no  poflibility  of  reconcile^ 
ment  betwixt  them.  ' 

Thou  that  liveft  kindly  and  familiarly  with  fin-^ 
and  either  openly  declareil  thyfelf  for  it,  or  hafl:  a 
fecret  love  for  it,  where  canft  thou  reap  any  comfort  ? 
None  can  flow  froth  thefe  fufferings  to  thee  continij- 
ing  in  that  pofture.  It  is  all  one,  aa  if  Chrifl;  had  not 
fuffcred  for  fins  j  yca^  it  is  worfe  than  if  f]Q  fuch 
thing  bad  been,  that  there  is  falvation,  and  terms  of 
mercy,  unto  thee,  and  yet  thou  peri  (heft :  That  there 
is  W/n  fs  GfV^a^,  Jer.  iii.  18.  and  yet  thou  art  not 
healed.  And  if  thou  haft  not  comfort  from  Jefus 
crucified,  I  know  not  whence  thou  carift  have  any 
that  will  hold  out.  Look  about  thee,  tell  me  whaf 
thou  fceft,  either  in  thy  pofleflioo,  or  in  thy  hopes^ 
that  thou  efteemeft  moft,  and  layeft  thy  confidenci^ 

on ; 
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on ;  or,  to  deal  more  liberally  with  thee,  fee  what 
eftate  thou  would'ft  choofe,  hadft  thou  »thy  wifh. 
Stretch  thy  fancy  to  devife  an  earthly  happinefs. 
Thefe  times  are  full  of  unquietnefs  ;  but  give  thee  a 
time  of  the  calmeft  peace,  not  an  air  of  trouble  ftir- 
ring ;  put  thee  where  thou  wilt,  far  oflf  from  fear  of 
fword  and  peftilence,  and  encompafs  the&  with  chil- 
dren, friends,  and  pofleffions,  and  honours,  and  tom- 
fort,  and  health  to  enjoy  all  thefe ;  yet  one  thing 
thou  mud  admit  in  the  midft  of  them  all,  within  9 
while  thou  muft  die ;  and,  having  no  real  portion  in 
Chriit,  but  a  deluding  dream  of  it,  thou  finkeft 
through  that  death  into  another  death  far  more  ter- 
rible. Of  all  thou  enjoyeft,  nothing  goes  along  with 
thee  but  unpardoned  fin,  and  that  delivers  thee  up 
to  cndlefs  forrow,  Ob!  that  you  were  wife  and 
would  confider  your  latter  end,  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  Do 
not  ftill  gaze  about  you  upon  trifles,  but  yet  be  en- 
treated to  take  notice  of  your  Saviour,  and  receive 
him,  that  he  may  be  yours.  Fatten  jour  belief  and 
your  love  on  him ;  give  all  your  heart  to  bim,  who 
ftuck  not  to  give  bimfelf  an  offering  for  your  fins^ 
Eph.  V.  2. 

2.  To  you  that  have  fled  in  to  him  for  refuge,  if 
fenfible  of  the  Church's  diftrefs,  be  upheld  with  this 
thought,  that  he  that  fuflfered  for  it  will  not  fuflfer  it 
to  be  undone.  All  the  rage  of  enemies,  yea,  the 
gates  of  bell,  Jball  not  prevail  againfl  it,  Matth.  xvi. 
i8. ;  he  may,  for  a  time,  fuflfer  the  Church  to  be 
brought  low  for  the  fins  of  his  people,  and  other  wife 
xeafons,  but  he  will  not  utterly  forfake  it.  Though 
there  is  much  chaff,  yet  he  hath  a  precious  number 
in  thefe  kingdoms  that  he  fhed  his  blood  for.  Many 
God  hath  called,  and  yet  is  to  c^ll :  He  will  not  lofe 
any  of  his  flock  that  be  bought  lb  dear.  Ads  xx.  28. ; 
and  for  their  fake  he  will,  at  one  time  or  another,  re- 
pair our  breaches,  and  eitablifh  his  throne  in  thefe 
kingdoms.  And  for  yourfely.es,  what  can  dfright 
you  while  this  is  in  your  eye  ?  Let  others  tremble  at 

the 
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the  apprehenfion  of  fword  or  peftilence ;  but  fuf e  you 
have  for  them,  and  all  other  hazards,  a  moft  fatisfy- 
ing  anfwer  in  this,  Rom.  v.  i,  a,  3,  •*  My  Chriit 
''  hath  fuffered  for  fin ;  I  am  not  to  fear  that ;  and 
''  that  fet  afide,  I  know  the  worft  is  but  death.  But 
"  I  am  wrong  j  truly  death,  that  is  the  beft,  to  be 
*^  dijolved ;  and  to  be  with  Chrift  is  {vQXKtf  p,9iKKQ9 
"  xfiwo-of]  tnusb  more  hettetj'*  Phil.  i.  23. 

This  were  a  happy  eftate  indeed  ;  but  what  ihall 
they  think  that  have  no  aflurance  ?  Thofe  that  doubc 
that  Chrift  is  theirs,  and  that  his  fuffered  for  their 
fins:  I  know  no  way  but  to  believe  on  him,  and 
then  you  fhallknow  that  he  is  yours :  From  this  19 
the  grand  miilake  of  many ;  they  would  firft  knowr 
that  Chrill  is  theirs,  and  they  would  believe,  which 
cannot  be^  before  he  becomes  theirs  by  believing.  It 
is  that  which  gives  title  and  propriety  to  him  ;  he  is 
fet  before  finners  as  ^^zw'xomx  that  batb  fuffered  for  fin^ 
that  they  may  look  to  him  and  be  faved  ;  that  they 
may  lay  over  their  fouls  on  him,  and  then  they  may 
be  afiTured  he  fuffered  for  them. 

Say  then,  what  is  it  that  fcares  thee  from  Chrifl? 
this  thou  feed  is  a  poor  groundleis  exception,  for  he 
is  fet  before  thee  as  a  Saviour  to  believe  on,  that  fo  he 
may  be  thy  Saviour.  Why  wilt  thou  hot  come  unto 
him  ?  why  refufeft  thou  to  believe  ?  Art  thpu  a  fin- 
ner  ?  art  thou  unjuft  ?  Theit  he  is  fit  for  thy  cafe  : 
He  fuflfered  for  fins,  tbe  Juft  for  tbe  unjuft.  Oh! 
but  fo  many  and  fo  great  fins  !  yea.  Is  that  it  ?  It  is 
true  indeed,  and  good  reafon  thou  think  fo.  But,* 
ly?,  Confider  if  they  be  excepted  in  the  proclamation 
of  Chrift,  the  pardon  that  comes  in  his  name :  If 
not,  if  he  make  no  exception,  why  wilt  thou  ?  idly^ 
Confider  if  thou  wilt  call  them  greater  than  this  fa- 
crifice,  be  fuffered.  Take  due  notice  of  the  greatoefs 
and  worth,  firfi:  of  his  perfon,  and  thence  of  his  fuf- 
ferings,  and  thou  wilt  not  dare  to  fay  thy  fin  goes 
above  the  value  of  his  fuffering,  or  that  thou  art  too 
to  juitify  thee :    Be  as  unrighteous  as 

thou 
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thou^Rpd:  bcj  art  thou  convinced  of  it?  tHen  knatv 
thsit  Jefos  the  jttft,  is  more  righteous  than  thy  unt 
yigbteoufnefs :  And  after  ^11  is  fai4,  that  any.linner 
hath  to  fay,  they  are  yet*  without  ea^ception,  blqffed 
that  truji  in  bim^  Pfal.  2,  ulu 

2.  We  have  t\i^  final  caufe  of  his  fufferings,  That  be 
might  bnr^g  us  tg  Ga^.]  It  is  the  chief  point  of  wif* 
dotn,  to  proportion  means  to  their  end  :  Thecefore^ 
the  all- wife  God,  in  putting  his  only  Son  to  fo  hard  a 
talk,  had  a  high  end  in  this,  and  this  wa3  it,  Tbat  he 
might  bring  us  unto  Gad.  In  this  we  have  three 
things,  jjif  The  nature  of  this  good,  nearnefs  unto  ^ 
God.  2rf/y,  Our  deprivement  of  it,  by  our  own  fin* 
3(?/y,  Our  reftorement  to  it,  by  Chrift's  fufFerings. 

I.  The  nature  of  this  good,  nearnefs  to  God. 
God  liath  fuited  every  creature  he  hath  made  with  a 
convenient  good  to. which  it  tends;  and  in  the  ob* 
tainment  of  which  it  refts  and  is  fatisfied.  Natural 
bodies  have  each  their  own  natural  place,  whither, 
if  not  hindered,  they  move  inceffantly  till  they  be  in 
it ;  and  they  declare,  by  rcfting  there,  that  they  arc 
(as  \  may  fay)  where  they  would  be.  Senfitive  crea- 
tures  are  carried  to  feek  a  fenfitive  good,  as  agreeable 
to  their  rank  and  being,  and,  attaining  that,  aim  no 
further.  Now,  in  this  is  the  excellency  of  map  ;  he 
is  made  capable  of  a  communion  with  his  Maker,  and, 
becaufe  capable  of  it,  is  unfatisfied  without  it ;  the 
foul,  being  cut  out  (fo  to  fpeak)  to  that  largenefs,  can-^ 
not  be  filled  with  lefs,  though  he  is  fallen  from  his 
I'ight  to  thait  good,  and  from  all  right  defire  of  it,  yet 
not  from  a  capacity  of  it,  no,  nor  from  a  neceffity  of 
it,  fpr  the  anfwering  and  filling  of  his  capacity. 

Though  the  heart  once  gone  from  God,  turns  coq- 
tioually  farther  away  from  him,  and. moves  not  to-f 
wards  him  till  it  be  renewed  ;  yet,  even  in  that  wan- 
dering,, it  retains  that  natural  relation  to  God,  as  its 
centre,  that  it  hath  no  true  reft  elfewhere,  nor  cannot 
by  any  means  find  it.  It  is  made  for  him,  and  \% 
therefore  ftiU  reftlefs  till  it  me«t  with  him. 

It 
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It  16  true^  the  natural  man  takes  much  pains  to 
^iet  his  heart  by  other  things,  and  digefts  manj 
vexations  with  hopes  of  contentment  in  the  end,  and 
accorapUfhment  of  fome  deiign  he  hath  ;  but  ftiil  the 
heart  mifgives.  Many  times  he  attains  not  the  thing 
he  feeks ;  but  if  he  do,  yet  he  never  attains  the  fatis* 
fadlion  he  feeks  and  expels  in  it;  but  only  learns 
from  that  to  defire  fomething  further^  and  ftill  hunts 
on  after  a  fancy,  drives  his  own  fiiadow  before  him^ 
aild  never  overtakes  it ;  and  if  he  did,  yet  it  is  but  a 
fhadow.  And  fo  in  running  from  God,  betides  the 
fad-  end,  he  cart^ies  an  interwoven  punifhment  with 
his  fin,  the  natural  difquiet  and  vexation  of  his  fpirit^ 
flutteting  to  and  fro,  znd,  finding  no  reft  for  tbifoJe  of 
his  foot :  The  waters  of  inconftancy  and  vanity 
covering  the  wboie  face  of  tbe  earth. 

We  ftudy  to  abafe  our  fouls,  and  to  make  them 
content  with  lefs  than  they  are  made  for ;  yea,  we 
ftrlvfe  to  make  them  carnal,  that  they  may  be  pleafed 
with  fenfible  things.  And  in  thiis  men  attain  a  bru^ 
ti(h  content  for  a  time,  forgetting  their  higher  good^ 
But,  certainly,  we  cannot  think  it  fufficient,  and  that 
no  tnore  were  to  be  defired  beyond  eafe  and  plenty, 
and  pleafures  of  fenfe ;  for  then,  a  bead  in  gooid  cafe, 
and  a  good  pafture,  might  conteft  with  us  in  point  of 
happinefs,  and  carry  it  away  y  for  that  fenfitive  good 
he  enjoys  without  fin,  and  without  the  vexation  that 
is  mixt  with  us  in  all. 

Thefe  things  are  too  grofs  and  heavy ;  the  foul,  the 
immortal  foul,  defcended  from  heaven,  muft  either 
be  more  happy  or  remain  miferable.  The  highell 
increated  Spirit  is  the  proper  good ;  the  Father  cffpi^ 
rits,  that  pure  and  full  good,  raifes  the  foul  above  itr 
felf ;  whereas  all  other  things  draw  it  down  below 
itfelf.  So,  then,  it  is  never  well  with  the  foul,  but 
when  it  is  near  unto  God,  yea,  in  its  union  with  him  ; 
married  to  him,  and  mifmatching  itfelf  elfewhere,  it 
hath  never  any  thing  but  fhame  and  forrow.  ^11 
fbfft  forfake  tbee  JbaJ^  Ife  q/bamed,  fays  the  Prophet^ 

Jer- 
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Jen  xvii.  13.  and  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  27.  Tbey 
that  are  far  off  from  thee  Jball  peri/b.  And  this  is  in- 
deed our  natural  miferable  condition,  and  it  is  often 
cxpreft  this  way,  by  ejlrangednefs  and  difidnce  ixova 
God,  Eph,  ii.  The  Gentiles  vrtttfar  off  by  their  pro- 
feffion  and  nation,  but  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  far  off 
by  their  natural  foundation  ;  and  both  are  brought 
near  by  the  blood  of  the  New  Covenant ;  and  that  is  the 
other  thing  here  implied,  that  we  are  far  off  by  rea- 
fon  of  fin  ;  otherwife  there  were  no  need  of  Chrift, 
efpecially  in  this  way  of  fuffering  for  Jin^  to  bring  us 
unto  God.    This  we  propofed  to  confider  Secondly,  • 

2.  Our  deprivement  of  this  great  good  of  riearnefs 
to  God,  by  our  fin.  Now  fin,  as  the  breach  of  God*s 
command,  broke  ofiT  man  and  feparated  him  from 
God,  and  ever  fince  the'  foul  remains  naturally  re- 
mote from  God,  i.  Under  a  fentence  of  exile^  pro- 
nounced by  the  juftice  of  God ;  condemned  to  ba- 
niihrnent  from  God,  who  is  the  life  and  light  of  the 
foul,  as  the  foul  itfelf  is  of  the  body.  2.  It  is  under 
a  flat  impoflibility  of  returning  by  itfelf ;  and  that  in 
two  refpeds,  1.  Becaufe  of  the  guiltinefs  of  fin  ftand- 
ing  betwixt,  as  an  unpaflable  mountain  or  wall  of  fe- 
paratron.  a.  Becaufe  of  the  dominion  of  fin  keeping 
the  foul  captive,  yea,  flill  drawing  it  farther  off  from 
God,  and  increafing  the  diftance  and  the  enmity 
every  day.  Nor  is  there  in  heaven,  nor  under 
heaven,  any  way  to  remove  this  enmity,  and  make 
up  this  diftance, .  and  return  man  to  the  poffeffion  of 
God,  but  this  one,  by  Chrift,  and  him  fuffering  for 
fins  ;  which  we  are  to  confider, 

3rf/y,  Our  reftoration  to  nearnefs  to  God  by  Chrift 's 
fuffering^.  He  endured  the  fentence  pronounced 
againft  man  ;  yea,  even  in  this  particular  notion  of 
]t,  aa  one  main  ingredient  in  his  fuffering  was  his 
being  deferted  of  God,  as  to  any  fenfible  communi- 
cation of  comfort  from  him  ;  of  that  he  cried  out^ 
Mat.  xxvii.  46,.  My  God,  my  God^  why  haji  thou  for- 
^flken  m^  ?  And>  by  fufferipgthQ  ft^ntence  pronounced, 

he 
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he  took  away  the  guiltinefs  of  fin,  He  himfelf  being 
Jpotlefs  and  undejikd  ;  forfucb  an  High  Prieji  became 
ust  Heb.  vii.  26.  The  more  defiled  we  were,  the 
more  did  we  (land  in  need  of  an  undefiled  Prieft»and 
Sacrifice  ;  and  He  was  both.  Therefore  the  Apoftlje' 
here  very  fitly  mentions  this  qualification  of  our  Sa- 
viour, as  neceflary  for  reducing  us  unto  God,  tbe 
Jujifor  the  unjujl ;  fo  taking  on  him,  and  taking  away, 
the  guilt  of  (in,  fetting  bis  ftrong  fiioulder  to  remove 
that  mountain,  he  made  way  or  accefs  for  man  unto 
God. 

This  the  Appftle  hath  excellently  exprefled,  Eph. 
ii«  16.  He  batb  reconciled  us  by  bis  crofsy  having  Jlain 
tbe  enmity  i  he  killed  the  quarrel  iJetwixt  God  and 
us  ;  killed  it  by  his  death.  He  thus  brings  tbe  par- 
ties together,  and  hath  laid  a  fure  foundation  of  agree- 
ment in  his  own  fufierings;  appeafes  bis  Father*8 
wrath  by  them,  and  by  the  fame  appeafes  the  finner's 
confcience.  All  that  God  hath  to  fay,  in  point  of 
juftice,  is  anfwered  there  ;  all  that  the  poor  humbled 
finner  hath  to  fay,  is  anfwered  too.  He  hath  offered 
up  fuch  an  atonement  as  fatisfies  the  Father  ;  fo  he 
is  content  that  fin ners  come  in  and  be  reconciled.: 
And  then  Chrift  gives  notice  of  this  to  the  foul,  to  re- 
move all  jealoufies :  It  is  full  of  fear;  though  it  would, 
it  dare  not  approach  unto  God,  apprehending  him  to 
be  a  confuming  fire.  They  that  have  done  the  offence 
are  ufually  the  hardeft  to  reconcile  ;  becaufe  they  are 
ftill  in  doubt  of  their  pardon  :  But  Chrift  aflures  of 
a  full  and  hearty  forgivenefs,  quenching  the  flame  of 
God's  wrath  by  his  blood.  **  No,  fays  Chrifl:,  upon 
•*  my  warrant  come  in  ;  you  will  now  find  my-Fa- 
''  ther  otherwife  than  you  imagine :  He  hath  declar- 
^  ed  himfelf  fatisfied  at  my  hands,  f^nd  is  Willing  to 
*f  receive  you,  to  be  heartily  and  thoroughly  friends  ; 
**  never  to  hear  a  word  more  of  the  quarrel  that  was 
**  betwixt  you;  he  grants  a  full  oblivion.'*  And  if 
the  foul  bear  back  ftill  through  diftruft,  he  takes  it  hf 
tbe  hand,  and.draws  it  forward,  leads  it  in  to  his  Fa- 

VoL^II.  K  ther. 
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ther, '  as  the  word  vpxrayayn  imports  ;  prefents  it  to 
him,  and  leaves  not  the  matter  till  a  full  and  Aire 
agreement  be  made. 

But  for  this  purpofe,  that  the  foul  may  be  able  and 
\i^illing  to  come  unto  God,  the  fufferings  of  Chrid 
take  away  that  other  impediment.  As  thciy  fatisftr 
the  feiatence,  ^nd  fo  remove  the  guiltinefs  of  fin,  u> 
he  hath  by  them  purchafed  a  deliverance  from  the 
tyrannous  power  of  Jin,  that  detains  the  foul  from 
Qod,  after  all  the  way  made  for  it.  And  he  hath  a 
power  of  applying  his  fufFerings  to  the  fouPs  deliver- 
ance in  that  kind  too.  He  opens  the  pfifon  doors  to 
(hem  that  are  led^aptive^  Ifa.  Ixi.  j. ;  and  becaufe  the 
great  chain  is  u[fbn  the  heart  willingly  enthralled  in 
fin,  .he,  by  his  fovereign  power,  takes  off  that ;  he  frees 
the  heart  from  the  love  of  fin  ;  fiiews  what  a  bafefla- 
vifii  condition  it  is  in,  by  reprefenting,  in  his  effedlu- 
al  way,  the  goodnefs  of  God,  his  readinefs  to  entertain. 
9  returning  finner,  the  fweetnefs  and  happinefs  of 
communion  with  himf  Chrift  powerfully  perfuades 
the  heart  to  fiiake  off  ^11,  and,  without  further  delay, 
fg  to  return'  unto  God,  as  to  be  received  into  favour 
aiid.  friendibip,  and  fo  to  walk  in  the  way  of  friend* 
fhip  with  God,  to  give  up  itfelf  to  his  obedience,  to 
difdain  the  vile  fervice  of  fin,  and  live  fuitably  to  the 
dignity  of  fellowlhip  and  union  with  God. 

And, there  is.no  other  but  the  power  of  Chrift 
alon^  that  is  able  to  effed  this,  to  perfuade  a  finner 
to  return^  to  bring  home  a  heart  unto  God.  Com« 
ropn  mercies  of  God,  though  they  have  a  leading  fa- 
culty  to  repentance,  Rom.  ii,  4.  yet  the  rebellious 
heart  V9\\\  not  be  led  by  them.  The  judgments  of 
God,  public  or  perfonal,  though  they  (hould  drive  us 
to  God,  yet  the  heart,  unqhanged,  runs  the  farther 
from.  God.  D^  we  not  fee  it  by  ourfelves  and  other 
linnets  about  us  ?  they  look  not  at  ^11  towards  him 
that  fmiles,  tuuqh  l^JTs  do  they  return  ;  or  if  any  more 
fexio^s. thoughts  of  rieturning  arife  upon  the  furprif© 
of  91)  aflaidiofl,  tfoW/foum  ypHifli  ,they  \  either  th? 

.:'  .ftTok? 
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ftroke  abating,  or  the  heart,  by  time,  growing  hard 
and  fenfelefs  under  it.     Indeed,  where  it  is  renewed 
and  brought  in  by  Chrilf ,  then  all  other  things  have 
a  fandified  influence,  according  to  their  quality,  to 
ftir  up  a  Chriftian  to  fcek  after  fuller  communion^ 
clofcr  walk,  and  nearer  accefs  to  God :    But,   leave 
Chrift  out,  I  fay,  and  all  other  means  work  ixot  this 
way  ;  neither  the  works,  nor  word  of  God  founded 
daily  in  his  ear.  Return,  return.     Let  the  hoife  of  the 
rod  fpeak  it  too,  and  both  join  together  to  make  the, 
cry  the  louder,  yet  the  wicked  will  do  wickedJy,  Dan. 
xii.  10. ;  will  not  hearken  to  the  vdice  of  God,   will 
not  fee  the  band  of  God  lifted  up^  Ifa.  xxvi.  11. ;  will 
not  be  perfuadcd  to  go  in  and  feek  peace  and  recon- 
cilement with  God,  though  declaring  himfelf  pro- 
voked to  punifh,  and  to  behaye  himfelf  as  an  enemy 
againft  his  Own  people.     How  many  are  there,  that^ 
in  their  own  particular,  have  been  very  fharply  lalhed 
with  divers  fcourges  on  their  bodies  or  families,  and 
yet  are  never  a  whit  the  nearer  God  for  it  all,  but 
their  hearts  as  proud,  and  earthly,  and  vain,  &s  ever  ; 
and,  let  him  lay  on  ever  fo  much,  they  will  ftill  be 
the  fame ;  a  divine  virtue,  only,  going fortbitom  Chriil 
lifted  up,  draws  men  unto  bim  \  and,  being  come  unto 
him,  he  brings  tbem  unto  tbe  Father* 

Reflexion  1.  You  that  ftill  are  ftrangers  to  God, 
who  declare  yourfelves  to  be  fo,  by  living  as  ftran- 
gers far  off  from  him,  do  not  ftill  continue  to  abufe 
yourfelves  fo  grofsly.  Can  you  think  any  confola- 
tion  in  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  yours,  while  it  is  fo 
evident  they  have  not  gained  their  end  upon  you; 
have  not  brought  you  to  God  ?  Truly,  moft  of  you 
feem  to  think,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  fuffered  rather  to 
the  end  we  might  negledl  God,  and  difobey  hiin  fc- 
curely,  than  to  reduce  us  to  him.  Hath  he  purchafed 
you  a  liberty  to  fin ;  or,  is  not  deliverance  from,  fin, 
which  alone  is  true  liberty,  the  thing  he  aimed  ai,. 
and  agreed  for,  and  laid  down  his  life  for  ? 

a.  Why 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


76  A  COMMENTARY  UPON  [CHAP.  III. 

2.  Why  let  we  (till  his  blood  run  in  vain  as  to  us  ? 
He  hath  by  it  opened  up  our  way  to  God^  and  yet  we 
refufe  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Oh  I  how  few  come  in. 
They  that  are  brought  unto  God,  and  received  into 
friendship  with  him,  they  entertain  that  friendfhip, 
they  delight  in  bis  company,  love  to  be  much  with 
him :  Is  it  fo  with  us  ?  By  being  fo  near,  they  be- 
come like  him,  daily  know  his  will  better,  and  grow 
more  fuitable  to  it ;  but,  alas  1  in  the  moft^  there  i» 
nothing  of  this. 

3.  But  even  they  that  are  brought  unto  God  may 
be  faulty  in  ^his,  in  part,  not  applying  fo  fweet  a  pri- 
vilege. They  can  perhaps  comply,  and  be  too  friend- 
ly with  the  vain  world,  can  pafs  many  days  without 
a  lively  communion  with  God,  not  afpiring  to  the 
increafe  of  that,  as  the  thing  our  Lord  hath  pur- 
chafed  for  us,  and  that  wherein  all  our  happinefs 
and  welfare  lie,  here  and  hereafter  :  Your  hearts 
cleaving  to  folly,  and  not  delighting  yourfelves  in  the 
Lord ;  not  refreihed  with  this  nearnefs  to  him,  and 
union  with  him  ;  your  thoughts  not  often  on  it,  nor. 
your  ftudy  to  walk  conform  to  it :  Certainly  it  ought 
to  be  thus ;  and  you  fhould  be  perfuaded  to  endeavoui; 
it  may  be  thus  with  you, 

4.  Remember  this  ,for  your  comfort,  that  as  you 
are  brought  unto  God  by  Jefus  Chriffi,  fo  you  are 
kept  in  that  union  by  him.  It  is  a  firn^er  knot  than 
the  firft  was  ;  there  is  no  power  of  bell  can  diflblve 
it.  He  fuffered  once  to  bring  us  once  unto  God, 
never  to  d^P^^t  again  ;  as  he  fuffered  once  for  all,  fo 
we  are  brought  once  for  all:  We  may  be  fenfibly 
nearer  at  one  time  than  another,  but  yet  we  can 
never  be  feparate  nor  cut  off,  being  once  knit  by 
Chrift,  as  the  bond  of  our  union.  Neither  principal 
litiesy  nor  powers^  ISc.Jball  he  able  to  feparate  us  from 
the  love  of  God,  Rom.  viii.  37,  38.  becaufe  it  holds- 
in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

Beinjr  put  to  death  in  thejle/h,  but  quickened  by  the 
Spirit.}  The  true  life  of  a  Chriftian,  is  to  eye  Chrift 

in 
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in  every  ftep  of  his  life,  both  as  his  rule,*  and  asf  his 
ftrength  ;  lool^ing  to  him  as  his  pattern,  both  in  doing 
and  fufiering,  and  drawing  power  froni  him  for  go- 
ing through  both;  for  the  look  of  faith  doth  that^ 
fetches  life  from  Jefus  to  enable  it  for  all,  being  with-' 
out  bim  able  for  nothing.  Therefore  the  Apollle  doth 
ilill  fet  this  before  his  brethren  ;  and  here,  having  . 
mentioned  his  fuSering  in  general,  the  condition  and 
end  of  it,  he  fpecifies  the  particular  kind  of  Jt,  that 
which  was  the  utmoft,  put  to  death  in  the  ftejb^  and 
then  adds  this  iiToe  out  of  it,  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 

It  is  at  once  the  ilrongeft  engagement,  and  the 
ftrongcft  encouragement.  Was  He,  our  Head,  crown- 
ed with  thorns,  and  ihall  the  body  look  for  garlands  ? 
Are  we  redeemed  from  hell  and  condemnation  by 
him,  and  can  any  fu'ch  refufe  any  fervice  he  calls  them 
to  ?  They  that  are  wa/bed  in  the  LamVs  blood  will 
'follow  him  whitherfoever  be  goes^  Rev.  xiv.  4. ;  and, 
following  him  through,  they  (hall  find  their  journey's 
end  overpay  all  the  troubles  and  fbfTerings  of  the 
way.  Tbefe  are  tbky^  faid  the  elder  who  appeared  in 
vifion  to  John,  Rev.  vii.  14.  which  came  out  of  great 
tribulation  ;  tribulation,  and  great  tribulation,  yet  they 
came  out  of  it,  and  glorious  too,  arrayed  in  long 
white  robes.  The  fcarlet  ftrumpet,  as  follows  in  that 
book,  dyed  her  garments  red  in  the  blood  of  the 
faints:  But  this  is  their  happinefs,  that  their  gar-^ 
ments  are,  wajbed  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

Once  take  away  fin,  and  all  futfering  is  light ;  now, 
that  is  done  by  this,  his  once  fuffering  for  fin  ;  they 
that  are  in  him  (hall  hear  no  more  of  that  as  con- 
demning them,  binding  them,  over  to  fuffer  that 
wrath  that  is  due  to  Qn.  Now,  this  puts  an  invin- 
cible ftrength  into  the  foul  for  enduring  all  other 
things,  how  hard  foever. , 

Put  to  deaths]  This  the  utmoft  point,  and  that 
which  men  are  moft  ftartled  at,  to  ilie,  and  a  violent 
death,  put  to  death  ;  and  yet  he  hath  led  in  this  way 
who  is  the  Captain  of  our  falvation.    In  the  flejb.\ 

Under 
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Under  this  fecond,  his  huTisan  nature>  a;nd  divine  na- 
ture and  power,  are  differenced.  Put  to  death  in  the 
jlejh  is  a  very  fit  expreffion,  not  only,  (as  is  ufual), 
taking  the  iflefti  for  the  whole  manhood,  but  becaufc 
death  is  moft  properly  fpbken  of  that  very  perfon,  or 
bis  fle(h  :  the  whole  man  fuffers  death,  a  diffolution» 
or  taking  to  pieces,  and  the  foul  fuffers  a  feparation 
or  diflodging ;  but  death,  or  the  privation  of  life  and 
fenfe,  belongs  particularly  to  the  flefli  or  body :  But 
the  Spirit,  hefe  oppofed  to  t\i^ flejb  or  body,  is  certain- 
ly of  a  higher  nature  and  power  than  is  the  human 
ioul,  which  cannot  of  itfelf  return  to  reinhabit  and 
quicken  the  body. 

Put  to  deatbJ]  His  death  was  both  voluntary  and 
violent ;  that  fame  pbwer  that  reftored  his  life  could 
have  kept  it  exempted  from  death ;  but  the  defign 
was  for  death.  He  therefore  took  our  fiefh,  to  put  it 
off  thus,  and  offered  it  up  as  a  facrifice ;  which,  to 
be  acceptable,  mud  of  neceffity  be  free  and  volun- 
tary ;  and,  in  that  fenfe,  he  is  faid  to  have  died  even 
by  that  fame  Spirit,  thalt  here,  in  oppofition  to  death, 
is  faid  to  quicken  him,  Heb.  ix.  14.  Through  the  eter^ 
nal  Spirit,  he  offered  him/elf  without  Jjpot  unto  God. 
They  accounted  it  an  ill  boding  fign  when  the  fa- 
crifices  carafe  conftrainedly  to  the  altar,  and  drew 
back  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  were  glad  in  the  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  when  they  cartie  cheerfully  forward  ;  but 
never  facrifice  came  fo  willingly  all  the  way,  and 
from  the  firft  ftep  knew  whither  he  was  going.  Yet, 
becaufe  no  other  facrifice  would  ferve,  he  was  moft 
content :  Sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings  thou  didjl  not 
dejire :  Then  faid  /,  Lo  I  come,  &c.  PfaUxl.  6,  7. 
He  was  not  only  a  willing  facrifice,  as  Ifaac,  bound 
peaceably,  and  laid  on  the  altar,  but  his  own  facri- 
ficer  :  The  beafts,  if  they  came  willingly,  yet  offer- 
ed hot  themfelves ;  but  he  offered  up  himfelf;  and  thus, 
not  only  by  a  willingnefs  far  above  all  thofe  y2im- 
fices  of  bullocks  and  goats,  but  by  the  eternal  Spirit^ 
fce  offered  up  himfelf.    Therefore  he  fays,  in  this  re* 

gard. 
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gard,  /  /ay  down  my  life  for  my /beeps  it  is  not  pulled 
from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down ;  and  fo  it  is  often  ex* 
prelTed,  by  [as-fOcdri]  be  died ;  and  yet  this  fuits  with 
it,  [9«»aru8£K]  put  to  death :  jtsif  it  was  alfo  expedi-* 
ent  to  be  thus,  that  his  death  fhould  be  violent,  and 
fo  the  more  penal,  fo  as  to  carry  the  more  clear  ex« 
preifion  of  a  punifhment,  and  fuch  a  violent  death 
as  had  both  ignominy  and  a  curfe  tied  to  it ;  and 
this  inflided  in  a  judicial  way,  (though  as  from  the 
hands  of  men  moft  unjuilly),  that  he  fhould  ftandj 
and  be  judged,  and  condemned  to  death  as  a  guilty 
perfon,  carrying  in  that  the  perfons  of  fo  many  that 
Ihould  other  wife  have  fallen  under  condemnation,  a» 
indeed  guilty  ;  He  was  numbered  with  tranfgrejfors^ 
(as 'the  Prophet  hath  it),  hearing  the  fins  of  many^ 
Ifa.  liii.  ult. 

Thus,  then,  there  was  in  his  death  external  vio- 
lence joined  with  internal  willingnefs :  But  what  is 
there  to  be  /ound  but  complications  of  wonders  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  ?  Oh  !  high  inconceivable  myftery  of 
godlinefs  I  God  mamfefied  in  the  flejb  /  Nothing  in 
this  world  fo  ilraoge,  and  fweet,  as  that  conjundure^ 
God  man,  humanitas  Dei  !  What  a  ftrong  foundatioa 
of  friendlhip  and  union  betwixt  the  perfon  of  man 
and  God,  that  their  natures  met  in  fo  clpfe  embraces 
in  on^  perfon  \  And  then,  lopk  on,  and  fee  fo  poor 
and  defpifed  an  outward  condition  through  his  life  ; 
yet,  having  hid  under  it  the  majefty  of  God,  all  the 
brigbtnefs  of  the  FatberU  glory  ;  and  this  the  top  of 
all,  that  he  w^sput  to  death  injbefie/bj  the  Lord  of 
life  dying,  the  Lord  of  glory  clothed  with  ihame. 
But  it  quickly  appeared  what  kind  of  perfon  it  was 
that  died  :  by  this,  he  was  put  to  death  indeed  in  the 
Jle/b,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 

^ickened.']  He  was  indeed  too  great  a  morfel  fofv 
the  grave  to  digeflt.  .  For  all  its  vaft  craving  mouthy 
and  devouring  appetite,  crying,  Sbeal,  Give,  givey 
jet  was  it  forced  to  give  him  up  again,  as  the  fifh 
^^icl^  /wallowed  up  tj^e  Prophet  Jonah,  when  the 

lord 
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Lordjpakei  was  obliged  to  vomit  bim  out^  who  in  that 
was  the  figure  of  Chrift^  Jonah  i.  17.  ii.  10.  The 
chains  of  that  prifoiii  are  ftrong;  but  he  was  too 
ilrong  a  prifoner  to  be  held  by  them  ;  as  our  Apoftle 
hath  it  in  his  fermon,  Ads  ii.  24.  that  it  was  not 
ponibte  that  hejbould  he  kept  by  tbem.  They  thought 
all  was  fure,  when  they  had  rolled  to  the  ftone,  and 
fealed  it ;  that  then  tbe  grave  had  indeed  /but  ber 
moutb  upon  bim,;  it  appeared  a  done  bufinefs  to  them, 
and  looked  as  if  it  were  very  complete  in  his  enemies 
eyes,  and  very  defperate  to  his  friends,  his  poor  dif- 
ciples  and  followers.  Were  they  riot  near  the  point 
'  of  giving  over,  when  they  faid,  Tbis  is  tbe  tbird  day, 
&c.  And  we  tbougbt  tbis  bad  been  be  tbatjbould  have 
delivered  IfraeU  Luke  xxiv,  21.  And  yet  he  was 
then  with  them,  who  was  indeed  the  Deliverer  and 
Salvation  of  IfraeL  That  rolling  of  the  ftone  to  tbe 
grave,  was,  as  Jf  they  had  rolled  it  towards' tbe  eaji 
in  the  night,  to  ftop  the  rifing  of  the  fun  the  next 
morning ;  much  further  above  all  their  watches  and 
power  was  this  Sun  of  Rigbteoufnefs  in  his  rifing 
again.  That  body  that  was  entombed,  was  united 
to  the  fpring  of  life,  the  divine  Spirit  of  the  Godhead 
that  quidkened  it. 

Reflexion  1.  Thus  the  Church,  which  is  likewife 
his  body,  when  it  feems  undone,  when  it  is  brought 
to  the  loweft  pofture  and  ftate,  yet  by  virtue  of  that 
myftical  union  with  Jefus  Chrift,  (as  his  natural  body, 
by  perfonal  union  with  his  Deity),  Ihall  be  preferved 
from  deftruftion,  and  (hall  be  delivered  and  raifed  in 
due  time :  Yea,  as  he  was  neareft  his  exaltation  in 
the  loweft  ftep  of  hi^  humiliation,  fo  is  it  with  his 
Church  :  when  things  are  brought  to  the  moft  hope- 
lefs  appearance,  thtujball  ligbt  arife  out  of  darknefs: 
Gum  duplicantur  lateres  venit  Mofes. 
c  Therefore,  as  we  ought  to  feek  a  more  humble 
ffetife  of  Sion's  diftrefs,  fo  we  ihould  alfo  be  folici- 
^U8  not  to  let  go  this  hope,  that  her  mighty  Lord. 
y^illj  in  the  end,  be  glorious  in  her  deliverance,  dod 
:  ^  that 
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that  all  her  fuffevings  and  low  eftate  fhall  be  as  a  datk 
ground  to  fet  off  the  luftre  of  her  reftoration,  when 
the  Lord  fhall  vifit  her  with  falvation.  As  in  the 
rifing  of  Jefus  Chrift,  his  Almighty  Power  and  Deity 
was  more  manifefted  than  if  he  had  not  died  :  And 
therefore  we  may  fay  confidently,  with  the  Pfalraift 
to  his  Lord,  Pfal.  Ixxi,  20,  21.  Thou^  which  hajtjhew-* 
ed  me  great  and  fore  troubles ^  Jhalt  quicken  me  again ^ 
andjbalt  bring  me  up  from  the  depths  of  the  earth  : 
TChou  Jhalt  increafe  my  greatnefs^  and  comfort  me  on 
every  Jide.  Yea,  the  Church  conies  more  beautiful  out 
of  the  deepeft  diftrefs ;  let  it  be  overwhelmed  with 
waves,  yet  it  finks  not,  but  rifes  up  as  only  waflied. 
And  in  this  confidence  we  ought  to  rejoice,  even  in 
the  midft  of  our  forrows ;  and,  though  we  live  not  to 
fee  them,  yet,  even  in  beholding  afar  off,  to  be  gladded 
with  the  great  things  the  Lord  will  do  for  his  Church 
in  the  latter  times.  He  will  certainly  make  bare  his 
holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  the  nations^  and  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth  Jhall  fee  the  falvation  of  our  God^  Ifa.  lii.  10. 
His  King  that  he  bath  fet  on  his  holy  hilly  fhall  grow 
in  his  conquefls  and  glory  ;  and  all  that  rife  againfl 
him  /ball  he  break  with  a  rod  of  iron,  Pfal.  ii.  He  was 
liumbled  once,  but  his  glory  fhall  be  for  ever ;  as 
many  were  ajlonijhed  at  him,  his  vifage  being  marred 
more  than  any  man,  they  fhall  be  as  much  aftonifhed 
at  his  beauty  and  glory.  So  Jhall  he  fl^rinkle  many 
nations;  the  kings  Jhall Jhut  their  mouths  at  him,  Ifa.  fii. 
14,  15.  According  as  here,  we  find  that  remarkable 
evidence  of  his  divine  power  in  rifing  from  the  dead  ; 
put  to  death  in  tbeflejh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit. 

2.  Thus  may  a  believing  foul  at  the  lowefl^  when^ 
to  its  own  fenfe,  it  is  given  over  unto  death,  and 
fwallowed  up  of  it,  as  it  were  in  the  belly  of  hell,  yet 
look  up  to  this  divine  power  ;  He  whofe  foul  was  not 
left  there,  will  not  leave  thine  there.  Yea,  when 
thou  art  moft  funk  in  thy  fad  apprehenfions,  and  far 
x)ff  to  thy  thinking,  then  is  he  neareft  to  raife  arid 
comfort  thee ;  as  fometimes  it  grows  datkeft  immedi- 

Vol.  IL  .     •       L  ately 
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ately  before  day.  Reft  on  his  power  and  goodnefs, 
which .  never  failed  any  that  did  fo  t  //  is  be  (as  Da- 
vid fays)  that  lifts  up  tie  foul  from  the  gates  of  death, 
Ifa.  ix.  13. 

3.  Would  any  of  you  be  cured  of  that  common 
difeafe,  the  fear  of  death,  look  this  way,  and  you 
(hall  find  more  than  you  feek  ;  you  (hall  be  taught, 
not  only  not  to  fear,  but  to  love  it.  Confider,  !•  his 
death  -.He  died.  By  that,  thou  that  receiveft  him  as 
thy  life,  mayeft  be  fure  of  this,  Jthat  thou  art  by  that 
his  death,  freed  from  the  fecond  death  *,  and  that  is 
the  great  point.  Let  that  have  the  name  which  was 
given  to  the  other,  the  mojl  terrible  of  all  terrible 
things ;  and  as  the  fecond  death  is  removed,  this 
death  that  thou  art  to  pafs  through,  is,  I  may  fay, 
beautified  and  fweetened ;  the  ugly  vifage  of  it  be- 
comes amiable,  when  ye  look  on  it  in  Chrift,  and  in 
his  death,  that  puts  fuch  a  pleafing  comelinefs  upon  it, 
that  whereas  others  fly  from  it  with  afirightrocnt, 
the  believer  cannot  choofe  but  embrace  it.  He  longs 
to  lie  down  in  that  bed  of  reft,  fince  his  Lord  lay  in 
it,  and  hath  warmed  that  cold  bed,  and  purified  it 
with  his  fragrant  body.  2.  But  efpecially  look  for- 
ward to  his  return  thence,  quickened  by  the  Spirit ; 
this  being  to  thofe  that  are  in  him  the  certain  pledge, 
yea,  the  effedual  caufe,  of  that  blefled  refurredion 
that  is  in  their  hopes.  There  is  that  uniort  betwixt 
them,  that  they  fliall  rife  by  the  communication  and 
virtue  of  his  rifing  ;  not  fimply  by  his  power,  fo  the 
wicked  to  their  grief  fhall  be  raifed,  but  they  by  his 
life^  as  theirs.  Therefore  is  it  fo  often  reiterated, 
Joha  vi.  where  he  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  the  living  and 
life-giving  bread  to  believers,  he  adds  again  and  again, 
I  willraife  them  tip  at  the  lajl  day^  ver.  39,  40,  44. 
This  comfort  we  have  even  for  the  houfe  of  clay  we 
lay  down ;  and  for  ^our  more  confiderable  part,  our 
immortal  fouls,  this  his  death  and  rifing  hath  provid- 
ed 

*  liefcendtt  hue  mta  nqftra^  et  tulii  mortem  noflrami  et  occi» 
Jit  earn  di  abundantia  vitafua.  See;  Aug. 
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ed  for  them,  at  their  diflodging,  an  entrance  into  that 
glory  where  he  is.  Now,  if  thefc  things  were  lively 
apprehended  and  laid  hold  on,  Chrifl  made  ours,  and 
the  firft  refurredlion  manifeft  in  us,  were  we  quick- 
ened by  his  Spirit  to  newnefs  of  life,  certainly  there  ' 
would  not  be  a  more  welcome  and  refrefhing  thought, 
nor  a  fweeter  difcourfe  to  us,  than  that  of  death  ;  and 
no  matter  for  the  kind  of  it.  Were  it  a  violent  dea^h  J 
fo  was  his.  Were  it  what  we  account  mod  judg- 
ment-like amongft  difeafes,  the  plague  ;  was  not  his 
death  very  painful?  and  was  it  not  an  acqurfed 
death  ?  and  by  that  curfe  endured  by  him  in  his,  is 
not  the  curfe  taken  away  to  the  believer  ?  Oh  ho\r 
welcome  ftiali  that  day  be,  that  day  of  deliverance  ! 
To  be  out  of  this  woful  prifon  :  I  regard  not  at  what 
door  I  go  ^ut,  being  at  once  freed  from  fo  many 
deaths,  and  let  in  to  enjoy  Him  who  is  my  life. 

Ver.  19.  By  wbicb  aJfo  be  went  and  preacbed  unto  tbe 
fpirits  in  prifon  : 

20.  Wbicb  fometime  were  difobedient^  wben  once  tbe 
^ong'fuffering  of  God  waited  in  tbe  days  of  Noab^ 
while  the  ark  was  a  preparing^  wherein  few^  that 
isj  eight  fouls,  were  faved  by  water. 

21.  Tbe  like  figure  wbereunto,  even  baptifniy  doth  alfo 
now  fave  us,  {not  the  putting  away  of  tbefltb  of  tbe 
fiejby  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good  qonfcience  toward 

God\'by  tbe  refurreSlion  of  Jefus  Chrifl. 

THERE  is  nothing  that  fo  much  concerns  a 
Chriftian  to  know  as  the  excellency  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  his  perfon  and  works  ;  fo  that  it  is  always 
pertinent  to  infill  much  on  that  fubjedl.  The  Apoftle 
having  fpoken  of  this  Spirit  or  divine  nature,  and 
the  power  of  it,  raifing  him  from  the  dead,  takes  oc- 
cafion  to  fpeak  of  another  work  of  that  Spirit,  to  wit, 
the  emiffion  and  publifhing  of  his  divine  dodtrihe  ; 
and  that,  not  as  a  new  thing  following  his  death 
and  rifing,  but  as  the  fame  in  fubftance  with  that 

which 
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%vhich  was  by  the  fame  Spirit  promulgated  long  be- 
fore, even  to  the  firft  inhabitants  of  the  world. 
^ickened  by  the  Spirit  that  is  in  our  days,  fays  the 
Apoftle  ;  but  then,  long  before  that,  by  the  fame  Spi* 
rit,  be  went  and  preached  to  tbefpirits  in  prtfon. 

This  place  is  fomewhat  obfcure  in  itfelf^  but  as  it 
ufually  happens,  made  more  fo  by  the  various  fan- 
cies and  contefts  of  interpreters,  aiming  or  pretend- 
ing to  clear  it,     Tbefe  I  like  never  to  make  a  noifc 
of.     They  that  dream  of  the  defcent.of  CbriJPs  foul 
into  bell^  think  this  place  founds  fomewhat  that  way; 
but,  being  examined,  it  proves  no  way  fuitable,  nor 
can,  by  the  ftrongeft  wrefting,  be  drawn  to  fit  their 
purpofe  :    For,  i.  That  it   was  to  preach  he  went 
thither,  they  are  not  willing  to  avow;  though  the 
^  <?nd  they  affign  is  as  groundlefs  and  imaginary  as  this 
is.     2.  They  would  have  his  bufinefs  to  be  with  the 
fpirits  of  the  faithful  deceafed  before  his  coming,  but 
here  we  fee  it  is  with  the  difobedient.     And,  3,  His 
Spirit  here  is  the  fame  with  the  fenf(5  of  the  fore- 
going words,  which  mean  not  his  foul,  but  his  eter- 
nal deity,     4.  Nor  is  it  tbe  fpirits  that  were  in  pri-^ 
fon,  as  they  read  it,  but  the  fpirits  in  prifon^  which, 
by  the  oppofition  of  their  former  condition,  fometime 
ox  formerly  difobedient ^  doth  clearly  fpeak  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  as  the  juft  confequent  and  fruit  of 
their  difobedience. 

Other  mifinterpretations  I  mention  not,  taking  it 
as  agreeable  to  the   whole   ftrain  of  the   Apoftle*s 
wprds*,    that  Jefus  Ghrift  did,  before  bis  appear- 
ing 

*  Thus  I  then  thought,  but  dp  now  apprehend  another  fenfe 
as  probable,  if  not  more,  even  that  fo  much  rejeded  by  moft 
interpreters  :  The  mifEon  of  the  Spirit,  and  preaching  of  the 
.  Gofpel  by  it,  aftej:  his  refurre6lion,  preaching  to  finners,  and 
ponvcrting  them,  according  to  the  prophecy  which  he  firft  ful- 
filled in  perfoQ,  and  after  more  amply  in  his  Apoftles.  Th^t 
prophecy  I  mean,  Ifa.  Ix.  i*  7be  Spirit  upon  him  ;  and  it  was 
fent  from  him  on  his  Apoftles,  to  preach  to  fpirits  in  prifon  ; 
fo  prfaeh  liberty  to  thofe  captives j  capdve  fpirits  s  and  there* 

fqrq 
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ing  in  the  flefh,  fpeak  by  his  Spirit  in  his  fervants  to 

thofe  of  the  foregoing  ages,  yea  the  moft  ancient  of 

them,  declaring  to  them  the  way  of  life,  though  re- 

jeded  by  the  unbelief  of  the  moft  part.     This  is  in- 

ferted  in  the  mentioning  of  Chrift's  fufierings,  and 

exaltation  after  them.     And,  after  all,  the  Apoftle 

returns  to  that  again,  and  to  the  exhortation  which 

he  ftrengthcns  by  it ;  but  fo  as  this  difcourfe  taken 

in,  is  pertinently  adapted  to  the  prefent  fubjedt.    The 

Apoftlc's  aim  in  it,  we  may  conceive  to  be  this,  (his 

main  fcope  being  to  encourage  his  brethren  in  the 

faith  of  Chrift,  and  way  of  holinefs,  againft  all  oppo- 

fition  and  hardfhip,)   fo  to  inftrud  his  readers  in 

Chrift's  perpetual  influence  into  his  Church  in  all 

ages,  even  before  his  incarnation^  as  that  they  might 

at  the  fame  time  fee  the  great  unbelief  of  the  world, 

yea.  their  oppofing  of  divine  truth,  and  the  fmall 

number  of  thofe  that  receive  it,  and  fo  not  be  dif- 

couraged  by  the  fewnefs  of  their  number,  and  the 

hatred  of  the  world ;  finding  that  falvation  in  Jefus 

Chrift  dead  and  rifen  again,  which  the  reft  mifs  of 

by  their  own  wilful  refufal.     And  this  very  point  he 

infifts  on  clearly  in  the  following  chapter,  ver.  3,  4, 

And  thofe  very  ways  of  ungodlinefs  there  fpecified, 

which  believers  renounce,  were  thofe  that  the  world 

was  guilty  of  in  thefe  day^^  and  in  which  they  were 

furprifed  by  the, flood :  Tbey  eat  and  drank  till  the  flood 

came  upon  them. 

In  the  words  of  thefe  three  verfes  we  have  three 
things  :  x.  An  aflTertion  concerning  the  preaching  of 

Chrift, 

fore  called  fpirtts  in  prlfon^  to  illuftrate  the  thing  the  more,  by 
oppofition  to  that  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  Spirit  of  liberty ^  fctting 
them  free ;  and  this  to  fliew  the  greater  efficacy  of  Chrift's 
preaching  than  of  Noah's,  though  he,  a  fignal  preacher  of  riffhte- 
oufneis,  yet  only  himfelf  and  his  family,  eight  perfons  &ved 
by  him,  but  multitudes  of  all  nations  by  the  Spirit  and  preach- 
ing of  Chrift  in  the  Gofpel ;  and  that  by  the  feal  of  baptifni, 
and  the  relurredion  of  Chrift,  reprefented  in  the  retum  fron^ 
the  water,  nd  our  dying  with  him  by  immerfioui  and  that 
jGgqre  of  ba^m  like  their  ark. 
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Chrid,  and  the  perfons  he  preached  to/'  2.  The  dc- 
fignment  and  dcfcription  of  the  time  or  age  wherein 
that  was,  and  the  particular  way  of  God's  dealing 
with  them.  3.  The  adapting  or  applying  of  the 
example  to  Ghriftians,— Firft,  the  affertion  concern- 
ing the  preaching  of  Chrift,  and  the  perfons  he 
preached  to,  in  thefe  words,  which  I  take  together. 
By  the  which  Spirit  he  went  and  preached  to^the  fpi-' 
fits  in  prifonj  which  fometime  were  difobedient. 

In  thefe  words  we  have  a  preacher  and  his  hear* 
crs,  Firft,  Of  the  preacher.  We  fhall  find  here,  i. 
His  ability.  2.  His  activity  in  the  ufe  of  it.  i.  His 
ahility,  altogether  fingular  and  matchlefs ;  the  very 
fpring  of  all  abilities,  the  Spirit  of  Wifdom  himfelf, 
being  the  po-eternal  Son  of  God:  That  Spirit  he 
preached  by,  was  that  Spirit  by  which  he  raifed 
himfelf  from  the  dead  ;  and  withcHit  this  Spirit  there 
is  no  preaching  :  Now  he  was,  as  our  Apoftle  calls 
him,-  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs ;  but  it  was  by  the 
power  of  this  Spirit ;  for  in  him  did  this  Spirit  preach. 
The  Son  is  the  Wifdom  of  the  Father:  his  name  is 
the  Word ;  not  only  for  that  by  him  all  things  were 
treated^  as  John  hath  it,  John  i.  4. ;  not  only  as  the 
Son  is  that  power  by  which,  as  by  the  word  of  his 
mouth,  all  things  were  made ;  but  he  is  the  Word^ 
likewife,  as  revealing  the  Father ;  declaring  to  us  the 
counfel  and  will  of  God  :  therefore  he  is  by  the  fame 
Evangelift,  in  the  fame  place,  called  that  Light  thai 
illuminates  the  worlds  John'i.  9.  without  which  man, 
called  the  leffer  world,  the  intelledual  world,  were 
-as  the  greater  world  without  the  fun.  And  all  that 
bring  aright  the  do6lrine  of  faving  wifdom,  derive  it 
neceflarily  from  him ;  all  preachers  draw  from  this 
Sovereign  Preacher,  as  the  fountain  of  divine  light, 
as  all  the  planets  receive  their  light  from  thtt  fun,  and 
by  that  diffufing  amongft  them,  it  is  not  diminiftied 
in  the  fun,  but  only  communicated  to  them,  remain- 
ing ftill  full  and  entire  in  it,  as  its  fource.  Thus 
doth  the  Spirit  flow  fromChrift,  in  a  particular  de* 

grec. 
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gree^  unto  thofe  he  fends  forth  in  his  name,  and  it  is 
in  them  that  he  preaches  by  the  power  and  light  of 
his  eternal  Spirit. 

Hither,  then,  muft  they  all  come  that  would  be 
rightly  fuppHed  and  enabled  for  that  work.  It  is 
impoffible  to  fpeak  di^ly  of  him  in  any  meafure,  but 
by  bis  Spirit.  There  mud  be  particular  accefs,  and 
a  receiving  of  inftrudlions  from  him,  and  a  transfu-^ 
fion  of  his  Spirit  into  ours.  Oh  !  were  it  thus  with 
us,  how  fweet  were  it  to  fpeak  of  him  ?  To  be  much 
in  prayer,  much  dependence  on^  him,  and  drawing 
from  him,  would  do  much  more  in  this,  than  read- 
ing and  ftudying,  feeking  after  arts  and  tongues,  and 
common  knowledge.  Thefe,  indeed^  are  not  to  be 
defpifed  nor  negleded.  Reading  is  good^  and ,  learn* 
ing  goodf  but  above  all  anointing  is  necejfary^  that 
anointing  that  teaebetb  all  tbings*.  And  you  that 
are  for  your  own  intereft,  be  earneft  with  this  Lord, 
this  Fountain  of  Spirit,  to  let  forth  more  of  it  upon  his 
mefiengers  in  thefe  times ;  you  would  receive  back' 
the  fruit  of  it,  were  ye  bufy  this  way ;  you  (hould 
find  more  life  and  refrefliing  fweetnefs  in  the  Word 
of  life,  how  weak  and  worthlefs  foever  they  were  that 
brought  it ;  it  fliould  defcend  as- fweet  fhowers  u|)oa 
the  valleys,  and  make  them  fruitful. 

2.  We  have  the  adlivity  of  Chrift  as  a  preacher. 
By  this  Spirit,  it  is  faid  here,  be  preached :  Not  only 
did  he  fo  in  the  days  of  his  abode  on  earthy  but  in 
all  times,  both  before  and  after;  he  never  left  his 
Church  altogether  deftitute  of  faving  light,  which  he 
difpenfed-hirafelf,  and  conveyed  by  the  hands  of  his 
fervants;  therefore  itisXaid,  be  preached ;  that  this 
may  be  no  excufe  for  times  after  he  is  afeende^i  in- 
to heaven,  no,  nor  for  times  before  he  descended  to 
the  earth  in  human  flefli ;  though  he  preached  not 
then,  nor  does  now  in  his^^  flelh,  yet  by  bis  Spirit  be 
then  preached,  and  ftill  doth ;  fo  according  to.  what 

was 

♦  VtiUs  UBioy  tuUis  4fuditio^  fid  magis  iin3i$  necejfkriat  quip* 
pe  par  fala  docet  dc  omnibus.    Bern. 
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was  chief  in  him,  he  was  ftill  prefent  with  his  Church, 
and  preaching  in  it,  and  is  fo  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
This  his  infinite  Spirit  being  every  where,  yet  it  is 
faid  here,  by  it  be  went  and  preached^  fignifying  the 
remarkable  clearnefs  of  his  adminiftration  that  way  : 
As  when  he  appears  eminently  in  any  work  of  his 
own,  or  taking  notice  of  our  works,  God  is  faid  to 
come  down  ;  fo  to  thofe  cities  of  Babel  and  Sodom, 
Gen.  xi.  5.  7.  Let  us  go  down^y  and,  Gen.  xviii.  21. 
/  will  go  down  and  fee ;  So,  Exod.  iii.  8.  /  am  come 
do%vn  to  deliver  Ifrael :  Thus  here,  fo  clearly  did  he 
admonifti  them  by  Noah,  coming  as  it  were  himfelf 
on  purpofe  to  declare  his  iftind  to  them.  And  this 
word,  I  conceive,  is  the  rather  ufed  to  (hew  what 
equality  there  is  in  this :  He  came,  indeed,  vifibly; 
and  dwelt  amongft  men,  when  he  became  flefti ;  yet 
before  that,  he  vifited  by  his  Spirit ;  he  went  by  that 
and  preached.  And  fo  in  after-times,  himfelf  being 
afcended,  and  not  having  come  vifibly  in  his  flefh  to 
all,  but  to  the  Jews  only  ;  yet  in  the  preaching  of 
the  Apoftles  to  the  Gentiles,  as  the  great  Apoftle  fays 
of  him  in  this  expreflion,  Eph.  ii.  17.  he  came  and 
preached  to  you  which  were  afar  off;  and  this  he  con- 
tinues to  do  in  the  miniftry  of  his  word  :  And,  there^ 
fore,  <kys  he.  He  that  defpifetb yoUj  defpifeth  me^  Luke 
X.  16. 

Were  this  confidered,  it  could  not  but  procure  far 
more  ref^edl  to  the  word,  and  more  acceptance  of  it. 
Would  you  think  that  in  his  word  Chrift  fpeaks  by 
his  eternal  Spirit  ?  yea,  he  comes,  and  preaches,  ad- 
drefles  himfelf  particularly  to  you  in  it ;  could  you 
flight  him  thus,  and  turn  him  off  with  daily  refufals, 
or  delays  at  lead  ?  Think  it  is  too  long  you  have  fo 
unworthily  ufed  fo  great  a  Lord,  that  brings  unto  you 
fo  great  falvation  ;  that  c^me  once  in  fo  wonderful  a 
way  to  work  that  falvation  for  us  in  his  flefh,  and  is 
ftill  coming  to  offer  it  unto  us  by  his  Spirit;  does 
himfelf  preach  to  us,  tells  us  what  he  undertook  on 
our  behalf,  and  how  he  hath  performed  all  \  and  now 

nothing 
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nothing  rcfts  but  that  #e  rfeceive  him,  ^nd  believe 
on  faim,  tod  ail  is  oui^.  But  alas  !  from  the  moft^ 
thtt  teturti  is,  which  we  have  here,  dif obedience.  And 
this  is  What  wt  are 

idly^  To  confider  of  his  hearers*  You  itiay  In*- 
deed  obfenre  two  things  in  thefe  hearers,  by  which 
they  are  charaderifed  t  their  prefent  condition  in  the 
time  the  Apoftle  was  fpeaking  of  them,  tbey  arefpiritt 
in  prifon ;  and  this  former  difpofltion,  when  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  was  preaching  to  them,  they  were 
Jbmetime  difobedient :  This  latter  went  firft  in  time, 
and  was  the  caufe  of  the  other.  'Therefore  of  it 
firft. 

^.  The  paft  difpofltion  of  the  hearers  fpoken  of; 
tbey  were  Jbmetime  difobedient.  If  you  look  to  their 
vifible  fubordinate  preacher,  you  find  he  was  a  holy 
man,  and  an  able  and  diligent  preacher  of  rigbteonf 
nefs^  both  in  his  dodrine,  and  in  the  track  of  his  life, 
which  is  the  mort  powerful  preaching ;  oh  both 
which  accounts  it  feems  ftrange  that  he  prevailed  fo 
littte.  But  it  appears  much  more  fo,  if  we  look 
higher,  even  to  this  height,  at  which  the  Apoftle 
points,  that  almighty  Spirit  ofChriJl  that  preached  to 
them  ;  and  yet  tbey  wete  difobedient.  The  word  is, 
Ai^tiOii<r«^i,  tbey  were  notperfaaded\  and  it  fignifies  both 
unbelief  and  difobedience,  and  that  very  fitly ;  unbej^ 
lief  being  in  itfelf  the  grand  difobedience,  the  mind 
not  yielding  to  divine  truth,  and  fo  the  fpring  of  all 
difobedience  in  affedion  and  adibn.  And  this  root 
of  hitter nefs^  this  unbelief,  is  deep  fattened  in  our  na- 
tural hearts ;  and  without  a  change  in  them,  a  taking 
them  to  pieces,  they  cannot  be  good.  It  is  as  a  tree 
firmly  rooted,  Which  cannot  be  plucked  up  without 
loofening  the  ground  round  about  it ;  and  this  ac^ 
curfed  root  brings  forth  fruit  unto  death,  becaufe  the 
word  is  not  believed ;  the  threats  of  the  law,  and 
j^omifes  of  the  gofpcl :  Therefore  men  cleave  unto 
then:  fins,  and  fpeak  peace  unto  themfelves  while 
they  are  under  the  curfe. 

Vol.  IL  M  It 
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It  may  feem  very  ftrange  that  the  gofpel  is  fo  fruits 
lefs  amongft  us ;  y^a,  that  neither  word  nor  rod,  both 
preaching  aloud  to  us  the  dodrine  of  humiliation  and 
repentance,  perfuade  any  man  to  return,  or  fo  much 
as  to  turn  inward^  and  queftton  himfelf  to  fay,  fVbat 
have  I  done?  But  thus  it  will  be,  till  the  Spirit  be 
poured  from^  on  bigb,  to  open  and  foften  hearts.,  It  is 
to  be  defired,  as  much  wanting  in  the  miniftry  of  the. 
word  i  but  were  it  there,  that  would  not  ferve  unlefs 
it  were  by  a  concurrent  work  within  the  heart,  meet- 
ing the  word,  and  making  the  imprefiions  of  it  there  '^ 
for  here  we  find  the  Spirit  went  and  preached,  and 
yet  the  fpirits  of  the  hearers  dill  unbelieving  and  dif- 
obedient.  It  is  therefore  a  combined  work  of  this 
Spirit  in  the  preacher  and  hearers  that  makes  it  fuc-- 
cefsful,  otherwife  it  is  but  (houting  in  a  dead  man's 
ear;  there  mufl  htfometbing  witbin,  as  one  faid  in  a 
like  cafe. 

But,  2dl^,  We  have  the  prefent  condition  of  thefe 
Iiearers,  To  tbe  Jpirils  in  pri/on.  That  is  now  their 
pofture ;  and  becaufe  he  fpeaks  of  them  as  in  that 
pailure,  he  calls  them  fpirits^  for  it  is  their  fpirits  that 
are  in  that  prifbn  ;  and  likewife  calls  them  fpirits  to 
whom  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  preached ;  becaufe  it  is  in« 
^eed  that  which  the  preaching  of  the  word  aims  at  ; 
it  hath  ta  do  with  the  fpirits  of  men.  It  is  not  con- 
tent to  be  at  tbeir  ear  with  a  found,  |but  works  on 
their  minds  and  fpirits  fome  way,  either  to  believe 
and  receive,  or  to  be  hardened  and  fealed  up  to  judg- 
,..ment  by  it,  which  is /ar  r^i^//.  If  difobedience  fol- 
low on  the  preaching  of  that  word,  the  prifon  follows 
on  that  difobedience ;  and  that  word,  by  which  they 
would  not  be  bound  to  obedience,  binds  them  over 
to  that  prifon,  whence  they  fhall  never  efcape,  nor 
be  relcafed  for  ever. 

Take  notice  of  it,  and  know  that  you  are  warned  ; 
you  will  not  receive  falvation,  offering,  preffing  itfelf 
upon  you.  You  are  every  day  in  that  way  of  difo- 
bedience^  baftening  to  this  perpetual  imprifonment. 

ConfiiJer 
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Gonfider  you  now  fit  and  hear  this  word  ;  fo  did 
thefe  that  are  here  fpoken  of :  they  had  their  time 
on  earth,  and  much  patience  was  ufed  towards^ 
them  ;  and  though  you  are  not  to  be  fwept  away  by 
a  flood  of  waters,  yet  you  are  daily  carried  on  by 
the  flood  of  time  and  mortality,  Pfal.  xc,  5.  And 
how  foon  you  fliall  be  on  the  other  fide,  and  fent  into 
eternity,  you  know  not,  I  befeech  you,  be  yet  wife; 
hearken  to  the  offers  yet  made  you ;  for  in  his  name 
I  yet  once  again  make  a  tender  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
Salvation  in  him,  to  all  that  will  let  go  their  fins^ 
to  lay  hold  on  him.  Oh  !  do  not  deftroy  yourfelves. 
Tou  are  in  prifon,  he  proclaims  unto  you  liberty. 
€hrift  is.ftill  following  us  himfelf  with  treaties*. 
Ghrift  proclaims  your  liberty,  and  will  you  not  ac- 
cept of  it  ?  Think,  though  you  are  pleafed  with  your 
prefent  thraldom  and  prifon,  it  referves  you  (if  you 
come  not  forth)  to  this  other  prifon,  that  fliall  not 
pleafe  you :  thefe  chains  of  fpiritual  darkneis,  in 
which  you  are,  uiilefs  you  be  freed,  will  deliver 
you  up  to  the  chains  of  tverlajling  darknefs^  wherein 
thefe  hopelefs  prifoners  are  kept  to  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day  ;  but  if  you  will  receive  J^fus  Chrift  pfe- 
fently,  upon  that,  life  and  liberty,  and  bleflednefs, 
are  made  yours.  If  the  Son  make  you  free^  you  Jhall 
he  free  indeed^  John  viii.  35* 

idfyf  We  have  the  defignation  of  the  time  or  age 
of  this  preacher  confidered  under  the  former  head. 
fVben  once  the  long-Juffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days- 
of  Noah."]  There  are  too  main  continuing  wonders 
in  the  world  ;  the  bounty  of  God,  and  difloyalty  of 
man  :  And  the  fucceffion  of  times  is  no  other  but 
fiew  additions  of  thefe  two.  One  grand  example  is 
here  fet  before  us,  an  oecumenical  example  as  large  as 
the  whole  world  ;  much  patience,  and  yet  invincible 
difobedience.  Here  are  two  things  in  the  inftance  : 
ijiy  The  Lord's  general  dealing  with  the  world  of 

the 

*  Clamant-  £Bls^  /o^is^  morte,  vita,  dejcenfu,  afcenfu^  cla^' 
f^am  ut  redeamus  ad  eum.    Aug, 
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t^e  ungodly  at  that  time.  2dfy,  His  peeuliav  way 
with  his  own  choien,  Noah  and  his  fi^mily :  lit 
ivaited  patiently  for  all  the  reft  j  byt  he  effe^uajly 
feved  them, 

Obf.  j^.  The  time  deiigned  thus,  in  the  dap  of  Noab. 
There  were  many  great  and  powerful  perfons  in 
theie  days,  that  overtopped  Noah  (no  doubt)  in  i>ut- 
'/ward  refpeds,  as  well  as  in  their  ftature,  the  proud 
giants  ;  a«d  they  begot  children,  mighty  men  of  old, 
men  qf  renown,  as  the  text  h^th  it,  Gen.  vi.  3!;  And 
yet,  as  themfelyes  p^riftied  in  the  flood,  their  names 
ai:e  drowned.  They  had  their  big  thoughts  certaii;>- 
ly,  that  their  houfes  and  their  namef  fliould  continue^ 
as,  the  Pfalmift  fpe^ks,  Pfal.  xlix.  ii.  and  yet  they 
are  funk  in  perpetual  oblivion*  And  Noah^s  naniQ, 
who  walked  in  humtble  obedience,  you  fee,  in  thefe 
TPpft  precious  records  of  God's  own^  book>  ftill  looks 
fr^fh,  and  fmells  fweet,  and  bath  this  honour,  that 
the  very  age  of  th?  world  is  uiarkcd  with  this  naaie» 
to  be  known  by  it :  In  the  days  of  Noah.  That  which 
profane  ambitious  perfons  do  idolatr^ufly  foek  after, 
they  are  often  remarkably  difapppinted  of:  They 
would  have  their  name$  memprable  and  famous^  yet 
they  rot ;  they  are  eithei:  buried  with  them,  or  re- 
membered with  difgrace  ;  and  rotting  above  ground 
as  carcafes  uninterred,  and  fp  are  the  more  noifom  ; 
and  it  is  as  little  credit  to  them  to  be  mentioned,  as 
for  yilate  that  his  name  is  in  the  ConfeflRon  of  Faith. 
But  the  name  and  r^membraflce  of  the  righteous  is 
ijtill  fweet  and  delightful :  As  tfee  name  of  Abrafaaai, 
the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  of  I/aac  and  Jfacob  : 
Theii^  nam-es  are  embalmed  indeed,  that  they  canxH^ 
jfot  i  -  embalmed  with  G.od*3  own  name,  [Eternal]^ ; 
that  name  is  wra^t  afeQUt  th^%x%  Tb^  God  of  Abrabamt 
IJaac  and  J^acoh. 

Thus  is  Noah  here  mentioned  asi  preferred  of  God  j 
and  fo  in  the  fecond  epiftle,  a$  a  preacher  of  rightttr 
oufnefs ;  and  Heb.  xi.  among  thefe  worthies  whofe 
honour  is  that  they  hfjlieved^   Thi^  is  pflly  a.  name,  a 
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fmall  thffig,  not  to  b.e  mentioned  in  comparifon  of 
their  other  privileges,  ^M  efpecially  of  that  venerabb 
life  and  glory  which  they  are  heirs  to.  And  indeed 
it  is  a  thing  they  regard  very  little  ;  yet  this  we  fee, 
that  even  this  advantage  follows  them,  and  flies  from 
the  vain  and  ungodly  that  hunt  and  purfue  it. 

Obf.  2.  The  Lord's  dealing  with  the  wicked  in 
thofe  times,  before  he  fwept  them  away  by  the  de» 
Iq^,  is  reprefented  in  thefe  two  particulars  :  i.  Long*- 
fufiering  ;  and  withal,  2.  Clear  warning.  Long-fuf- 
felling ;  long  forbearing  to  be  angry,  as  the  Hebrew 
word  is  in  his  name,  £xod.  Xxxiv.  8. ;  which  fuppo- 
fes  a  great  provocation,  and  the  continuance  of  it, 
and  yet  patience  continuing.  And  in  this  appears 
the  goodness  of  God,  confidering  how  hateful  iin  is  to 
him,  and  bow  powerful  he  is  to  punifh  it;  were  it, 
if  it  pleafed  binv  in  one  moment  to  cut  off  all  the 
\Jingodly,  high  and  low,  throughout  the  whole  world ; 
yet  he  bears,  and  forbears  to  punifh.  Oh  !  what  a 
KForld  of  fin  is  every  day  committed  in  nations,  in 
cities  and  villages,  yea,  in  families ;  and  therefore 
how  wonderful  ia  it  that  he  doth  not  ftrike  with  pre- 
£^nt  jil%iRcnts,  and  not  only  forbears  to  punifh,  but 
multiplies  his  common  mercies  pn  them  ;  Su»  and 
ffli«4  amd  fryiifui/eafoas  /  Adls  xiv.  17. 

Tea,  thef  e  is  fo  much  of  thi&,  that  it  falls  under  a 
grofe  inifi[;onftru^on  j  yet  he  bears  that  too.  Becaufe 
fent^npe  againfi  an  evH  work  is  nat  fpeedily  executed^ 
fbirefore  the  bear  if.  of  the  Jons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in 
tbem  to  do  evil^  Ecclef,  viii.  11.  Becaufe  there  is  not 
So  much  a$a  liJord  of  it  for  the  time,  (fo  the  word  is), 
this  fwelh  and.filb  the  heart  of  man,  and  makes  it 
l^ig  to  do  eviL  And  not  only  is  the  Lord's  long  fuf- 
fering  miftaken  by  the  ungodly,  but  even  by  his 
own,  that  ihould  underftand  him  better,  and  know 
the  true  fenfe  of  his  ways ;  yet  fometimes  they  are 
naifled  in  this  point :  beholding  his  forbearance  of 
punifhing  tbe  workers  of  iniquity,  inftead  of  magni^ 
^ing  his  patience,  they  fall  very  near  into  c^ueftion- 
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ing  his  juftice  and  providence,  Pfal.  xiii.  Jer.  xii.  Job 
XX.  &c.  Our  narrow  hafty  fpirits,  left  to  their  own 
xneafures,  take  not  in  thefe  larger  views  that  would 
fatisfy  us  in  the  ways  of  God,  and  forget  the  im- 
menfe  largenefs  of  bis  wife  defigns,  his  deep  reach 
from  one  age  to  another,  yea,  from  eternity  to  eter- 
nity. Confider,  i.  How  eaOly  he  can  right  himfelf, 
in  point  of  juftice,  when  he  will ;  that  none  can 
make  efcape  from  him  *,  how  loofe  foever  their  guard 
feem,  and  how  great  liberty  foever  appears  in  their 
prefent  condition.  2.  That  as  he  can  moft  eafily,  fo 
be  will  moft  feafonably,  be  known  in  executing  judg- 
ment ;  and  that  his  juftice  ftiall  ftiine  the  brighter, 
by  all  that  patience  he  hath  ufed,  by  the  fun  of  pro- 
fperity.  3.  We  think  not  how  little  that  time  is  to 
him,  that  feems  long  to  us,  to  whom  a  tboufand years 
are  as  one  day^  Pfal.  xc.  4.  It  feemed  a  long  time 
of  the  Church's  diftrefs,  and  their  enemies  triumph, 
in  thofe  feventy  years  of  the  Babylonifli  captivity  ; 
and  yet,  in  God's  language,  it  is  fpoken  of  as  /i  mxh- 
mefU,  a/mall  moment^  Ifa*  liv.  7,  8.  However,  in  the 
iflue^  the  Lord  always  clears  himfelf;  he  is  indeed 
long  fuffering  and  patient;  but  the  impenitent  abufers 
of  his  patience  pay  intereft  for  all  the  time  of  their 
forbearance,  in  the  weight  of  judgment  when  it 
comes  upon  them.  But  thus  we  fee  the  Lord  deals  ; 
thus  he  dealt  with  the  world  in  the  beginning,  when 
alljlt/b  bad  corrupted  their  way  ;  yety  faith  he,  their 
days  Jhall  he  one  hundred  and  twenty  years^  Gen. 
vi,  3. 

Let  us  learn  to  curb  and  cool  our  briiS  humours 
towards  even  ftubborn  finners ;  be  grieved  at  their 
fin,  for  that  is  our  duty  ;  but  think  it  not  ftrange,  nor 
fret  at  it,  that  they  continue  to  abufe  the  long  fuf* 
fering  of  God,  and  yet  that  he  continues  ever  abufed 
by  fuffering  them.  Zeal  is  good,  but  as  it  fprings 
from  love,  if  it  be  right,  fo  it  is  requited  by  love,  and 
Carries  the  impreffions  of  that,  0^  love  -to  God,  and 

fo 
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fo  a  complacency  in  bis  way,  liking  it  becaufe  it  is 
his ;  and  of  love  to  men,  fo  as  to  be  pleafed  with 
that  waiting  for  them,  in  poffibility,  at  lead,  of  their 
being  reclaimed  ;  knowing  that,  however,  if  they  re- 
turn not,  yet  the  Lord  will  not  lofe  his  own  at  their 
hands.  fVilt  tbou^  faid  thefe  two  fiery  difciples,  that 
we  call  for  fire  as  Elias  ?  Oh!  but  the  fpirit  of  the 
dove  refted  on  him  that  told  them,  ^^Tbey  knew  not 
what  fpirit  tbey  were  of  Luke  ix.  54,  55.  You  fpeak 
of  Elias,  and  y6u  think  you  are  of  his  fpirit  in  this 
motion:  But  you  miftake  yourfelves;  that  comes 
from  another  fpirit  than  you  imagine :  Inftead  of  look- 
ing for  fuch  fudden  juftice  without  you,  look  inward, 
and  fee  whence  that  is ;  examine  and  correct  within 
you. 

When  you  are  tempted  to  take  ill  that  goodnefs 
and  patience  of  God  to  finners,  confider,  i.  Can  this 
be  right,  to  differ  from  his  mind  in  any  thing  ?  Is 
it  not  our  only  wifdom,  and  ever  fafe  rule,  to  think 
as  he  thinks,  and  will  as  he  wills  ?  And,  I  pray  you, 
does  he  not  hate  fin  more  than  you  do  ?  Is  not  his 
intereft  in  punifhing  it  deeper  than  yours?  And  if 
you  be  zealous  for  his  intereft,  as  you  pretend,  then 
be  fo  with  him,  and  in  his  way;  for  ftarting  from 
that,  fure  you  are  wrong,  a.  Confider,  did^  he  not 
wait  for  thee?  What,  had  become  of  thee,  if  long 
fuflfering  had  not  fubferved  his  purpofe  of  further 
mercy,  of  free  pardon  to  thee  ?  And  why  wilt  thou 
not  always  allow  that  to  which  thou  art  fo  much 
obliged  ?  Wouldft  thou  have  the  bridge  cut  becaufe 
thou  art  fo  (5ver  ?  Sure  thou  wilt  not  own  fo  grofs  a 
thought.  Therefore,  efteem  thy  God  ft  ill  the  more 
thou  feeft  of  his  long  fuffering  to  finners  \  and  learn 
for  him,  and  with  him,  to  bear  and  wait. 

But,  idly^  This  was  not  a  dumb  forbearance,  fuch 
as  may  ferve  for  a  furprife,  but  continual  teaching, 
and  warning  joined  with  it,  as  before.  We  fee  they 
-wanted  not  preaching  of  the  choiceft  kind.  He,  the 
Son  of  God p  by  his  eternal  Spirit^  went  and  preached 

t$ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


gH  A  <S0MAfJSK¥Allt  X!fO^  ICKAi^i  if 

io  thenu  It  was  his  truth  ih  Neah's  tfioutb,  and 
with  that  we  have  a  cdtitinufcd  feal  fermon,  exprfcft 
in  this  verfe,  WbiU  the  ark  was  preparing  :  that  fpoke 
God's  mind,  and  every  knock,  (as  the  ufual  obferra^ 
tion  is),  of  the  hammers  and  tools  afed  in  building, 
|)reached  to  them,  threatening  aloud  deiigned  judg- 
ttient,  and  exhorting  to  prevent  it.  And  therefore 
that  word  is  added,  igfif^iTa,  that  the  long-fuffering 
©f  God  waited  or  expeded  ;  expeded  a  believing  of 
his  word,  and  returning  from  their  wickcdnefs :  But 
W€  fee  no  fuch  thing  followed ;  they  took*  their  own 
courfe  ftill,  and  therefore  the  Lord  took  his.  They 
had  polluted  the  earth  with  their  wickednefe ;  now, 
the  Lord  would  have  the  cleanfing  by  repentance  ; 
that  being  denied,  it  muft  be  another  way,  by  a 
flood :  And  becaufe  they  and  their  fins  remained 
one,  they  would  not  part  with  them,  therefore  was 
one  work  made  of  both  ;  they  and  their  fins,  as  infe- 
parable,  muft  be  clean  fed  away  together. 

Thus  impenitency,  under  much  long- fuflfering,'makes 
judgment  full  and  complete.  I  appeal  to  you,  hath 
not  the  Lord  ufed  much  forbearance  towards  us? 
Hath  he  not  patiently  fpared  us,  and  clearly  warned 
us,  and  waited  long  for  the  fruit  of  all  ?  Hath  any 
thing  been  wanting?  Have  not  temporal  mercies 
been  multiplied  on  us  ?  Have  not  the  fpiritual  riches 
of  the  Gofpel  been  opened  up  to  us. 

And  each  of  you,  for  yourfelves,  confider  how  it  is 
with  you  after  fo  much  long^fufFering  of  God,  which 
none  of  you  can  deny  he  hath  ufed  towards  you ;  and 
fo  many  gracioas  invitations,  with  that  patience, 
have  they  gained  your  hearts  ?  or  do  you  ftill  remain 
fervants  to  fin,  ftill  ftrangers  to  him,  and  formal  wor- 
Ihippers?  I  befeech  you  think  on  it,  what  will  be 
the  iflTue  of  that  courfe  ?  Is.  it  a  light  .matter  to  you 
to  die  in  your  fins  ^  and  to  have  the  wrath  of  God  ahid^ 
ing  on  you?  To  have  refufed  Chrift  fo  often,  and 
that  after  you  have  been  fo  often  requefted  to  receive 

falvatitm ; 
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falvation  ;  after  the  Lord  hath  follQwed  you  with  in- 
treaties,  hath  called  to  you  to  often,  fVby  willfe  die  ? 
yet  wilfully  to  perifli,  and  withal  to  hiive  all  thefe 
intreaties  cGtne  in  and  accufe  you,  and  lYiake  your 
burden  heavier  ?  Would  you  willingly  die  in  this 
eftate?  If  not,  then  think  that  yet  he  is  ^iting,  if 
at  length  you  will  return.  This  one  day  more  of 
his  waiting  you  have,  and  of  his  fpeaking  to  you ; 
and  feme  that  were  here  with  you  the  laft  day  are 
taken  away  fince.  Ob  !  that  we  were  wife^  and  would 
confider  our  latter  endy  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  Though 
there  were  neither  Iword  or  peftilence  near  you^ 
you  muft  die,  and,  for  any  thing  you  know,  quickly. 
Why  weaf  you  out  the  day  of  grace  and  thofe  precious 
feafons  ilill  ?  As  uncertain  of  Chri(t,  yea,  as  undili- 
gent  after  him,  as  you  were  long  ago  ?  As  you  love 
your  fouls,  be  more  ferious  in  their  buiinefs.  This 
was  the  undoing  of  the  finners  we  are  fpeaking  of  j 
they  were  all  for  prefeht  things  j  tbey  eat  and  drank, 
ibey  married^  in  a  continued  courfe,  without  ceafing, 
and  without  minding  their  after  eftate,  Luke  xvii. 
27.  They  were  drowned  in  thefe  things,  and  that 
drowned  «them  in  a  flood.  Noah  did  alfo  eat  and 
drink,  but  his  main  work  was^  in  that  time  the  pre- 
paring of  the  ark.  The  neceffities  of  this  life  the 
children  of  God  are  tied  to,  and  forced  to  beftow  fome 
time  and  pains  on  them  ;  but  the  thing  that  takes  up 
their  hearts,  that  which  the  bent  of  their  fouls  is  fet 
oji,  is  their  intereft  in  Jefus  Chrift  :  And  all  your  wife 
jdefigns  are  but  a  pleating  madnefs,  till  this  be  chief 
l^rith  you..  Others  have  had  as  much  of  God's  pa- 
tience, and  as  fair  opportunityy  as  you,"  whofe  fouls 
and  Chrift  had  never  met^  and  ^noW  know  that  they 
never*  (hall.  They  had  their  time  of  worldly  pro- 
jefts  and  enjoyment^  as  you  noW  have,  and  follow- 
ed them,  as  if  they  had  been  immortally  to  abide 
with  them  ;  but  they  are  paflcd  away  as  a  fhadow, 
and  we  are  pofting^after  them,  and  within  a  while 
ftiall  lie  down  in  the  duft.  Oh  I  how  happy  they, 
'    Vol.  IL  N  wh^ofo 
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whofe  hearts  are  not  here,  trading  with  vanity,  and 
gathering  vexation,  but  whofe  thoughts  are  on  tba€ 
blefled  life  above  trouble.  Certainly  they  that  pafs 
for  fools  in  the ^ world,  arc  the  only  children  of  wif- 
dom  'y  that  have  renounced  their  lulls  and  their  own 
wills,  have  yielded  up  themfelves  to  Jefus,  taken  hina 
for  their  King,  and  have  their  minds  retting  on  him 
as  their  falvation. 

While  the  ark  was  a  preparing.']  Obferve^  The  de- 
lay, of  the  Lord's  determined  judgment  on  the  un- 
godly  was  indeed  long-fuffering  towards  them  ;  but 
here  was  more  in  it  to  Noah  and  his  family ;  the 
providing  for  their  prefervation ;  and  till  that  was 
completed  for  them,  the  reft  were  fpared.  Thus, 
the  very  forbearance  that  the  ungodly  do  enjoy,  is 
ufually  involved  with  the  intereft  of  the. godly; 
fomething  of  that  ufually  goes  into  it ;  and  fo  it  i»  in 
a  great  part  for  their  fakes,  that  the  reft  are  both 
fpared,  and  are  furniflied  with  common  mercies. 
The  faints  are  ufually  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of 
others ;  yet  are,  by  that  love  the  Lord  carries  towards 
them,  the  yery  arches,  pillars  of  ftates  and  kingdoms, 
and  families,  where  they  are,  yea  of  the  world*;  the 
frame  whereof  is  continued  mainly  in  regard  ta 
them,  Ifa.  vi,  13.  But  they  that  are  ungrateful  to  the 
great  Maker  and  upholder  of  it,  and  regardlefs  of 
htm  ;  what  wonder  if  they  take  no  notice  of  tlie  ad- 
vantage they  receive  by  the  concernment  of  his 
children  in  the  world.     Obferve 

Here,  i.  The  work.  a.  The  end  of  it.  L  In  the 
work,  preparing  of  the  ark,  obferve,  ;  ft,  God's  ap- 
pointment ;  2dly,  Noah's  obedience. 

I/?,  For  the  appointment  of  God.  The  divine 
power  was  not  tied  to  this,  yet  his  wifdom  chofe  it. 
He  that  fteered  the  courfe  of  this  ark  fafely-all  that 
time,  could  have  preferved  thofe  he  deiigned  it  for 
without  it :  but  thus  it  pleafes  the  Lord,  ufually,  to 
njix  his  rooft  wonderful  deliverances  with  fome  fe- 

lefted 
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le&cd  means ;  exercifing  that  way  our  obedience  in 
their  ufe,  yet  fo  as  the  Angular  power  of  his  hand  in 
them,  whereon  faith  reftsi  doth  clearly  appear,  doing 
by  them  what,  in  a  more  natural  way,  they  could  not 
poffibly  effe<3. 

^dfyf  For  the  obedience  of  Noah,  if  we  fliould 
infill  on  the  difficulties,  both  in  this  work,  and  in  the 
way  of  their  prefervation  by  it,  it  would  look  the 
clearer,  and  be  found  very  remarkable.  The  length 
of  the  work,  the  great  pains  in  providing  materials, 
efpecially  confideriYig  the  oppofition  that  probably 
he  met  with  in  it,  from  the  profane  about  him,  the 
mightier  of  them  at  lead,  the  hatred,  and  continual 
feoffs  of  all  forts,  it  required  principles  of  an  invin- 
cible refolution  to  go  through  with  it.  What,  (would 
they  fay),  means  this. old  dottard  to  do?  whither 
this  monftrous  voyage  ?  and  for  that  it  fpoke,  as  no 
doubt  he  told  them  their  ruin,  and  his  fafety  ;  this 
would  inccnfe  them  fo  much  the  rnore.  You  look 
far  before  you;  arid  what,- (hall  we  all  perifti,  and  you 
alone  efcape  ?  But  through  all  the  fovpijeign  com- 
mand and  gracious  promife  of  his  God  carried  him, 
regarding  their  feoffs  and  threats  as  little  in  making 
the  ark,  as  he  did  afterwards  the  noife  of  the  waters 
about  it,  when  he  \yas  fitting  fafe  within  it.  This 
his  obedience,  having  indeed  fo  boifterous  winds  to 
encounter,  had  need  of  a  well  fattened  root,  that  it 
might  (land  and  hold  out  againil  them  all,  and  fo  it 
had.  The  Apoftle  St  Paul  tells  us  what  the  root  of 
it  was ;  by  faith,  being  warned  of  Gody  he  prepared  an 
arky  Heb.  xi.  7.  And  there  is  no  living  and  lafl:ing 
obedience  but  what  fprings  from  that  root :  He  be- 
lieved what  the  Lofd  fpake  of  his  determined  judg^ 
ment  on  the.  ungodly  world  j  and  from  the  belief  of 
that  arofe  that  holy  fear,  which  is  exprefsly  men- 
tioned as  exciting  him  to  this  work..  And  he  be- 
lieved the  word  of  promife,'that  the  Lord  fpake  con- 
cerning his  prefervation  ..by  the  ark ;  and  the  be- 
lief of  thefe  two-  carried  him  ftrongly  on  to  the  work, 
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and  through  it,  againft  all  counter  Wafts  &nd  oppo- 
fition  ;  overcame  his  own  doublings^  and  the  mock- 
ings'of  the  wicked,  ftill  looking  to  him  that  was  the 
oiafter  and  contriver  of  the  work. 

Till  we  attain  fuch  a  fixed  view  of  our  God,  and 
fuch  firm  perfuafion  of  his  truth  and  power,  and 

foodnefs,  it  will  never  be  right  with  us.  There  will 
e  nothing  but  wavering  and  unfettlednefs  in  our 
fpirits  and  in  our  ways ;  every  little  difcouragement 
from  within,  or  without,  that  meets  us,  will  be  like 
to  tarn  us  over.  We  ftiall  not  walk  in  an  even 
jcourfe,  but  ftill  reeling  and  ftagge ring,  till  faith  be 
fct  wholly  upon  its  own  bafis,  the  proper  foundation 
of  it:  not  fet  betwixt  tv^o,  upon  one  ftrong  prop, 
and  another  that  is  rotten,  partly  on  God,  and  part- 
ly on  creature  helps  and  encouragements,  or  our 
own  ftrength ;  that  is  the  way  to  fall  off.  Oiir  only 
fafe  and  happy  way,  is,  in  humble  obedience,  in  his 
own  ftrength,  to  follow  his  appointments  without 
landing  and  queftioning  the  matter,  and  to  refign 
the  coridud  of  all  to  his  wifdom  and  love  ;  to  put 
the  rudder  of  our  life  into  his  hand,  to  Reer  the 
courfe  of  it  as  feemeth  him  good,  refting  quietly  "on 
his  word  of  promife  for  our  fafety.  Lord,  whither 
thou  wilt,  and  which  waj^  thou  wilt,  be  thou  my 
guide,  and  it  fufficeth. 

This  abfolme  following  of  God,  and  trufting  him 
ivith  all,  \%  marked  as  the  true  charaAer  of  faith  in 
Abraham,  going  after  God  from  his  country,  not 
knoming^  nor  afking  whither  be  went^  Heb.  xi.  8. 
fecure  in  his  guide.  And  fo  in  that  other  greater 
point  of  offering  his  fon,,  he  filenced  all  difputes 
jibout  it, 'by  that  mighty  conqlufion  of  faith,  account- 
ing that  be  was  able  to  raife  bimfrom  the  deady  Heb. 
ii.  X9-  Thus  here,  Noah,  by  fait}?  ^  prepared  the  ark; 
4id  not  argue  and  queftion  how  Ihall  this  be  done, 
jand  if  it  were,  how  (hall  I  get  all  the  kinds  of  beafts 
gathered  together  to  put  into  it,  and  how  (hall  it  be 
pnde^,  when  we  are  (hut  in  ?  No,  but  believed  firrar 

•         '     -  \y 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VXR.  19.  &C.]      TR£  riltST  ZPISTtS  OF  PSTEK.        lOI 

ly  that  it  (hould  be  finiflied  by  him,  and  he  faved  by 
it ;  and  he  was  not  difappointed. 

11.  The  end  of  this  work  was  the  favinjr  of  Noah, 
and  his  family,  from  the  general  deluge,  whereip  all 
the  reft  periihed. 

Here  it  will  be  fit  to  confider  the  point  of  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  the  godly  in  ordinary  and  common  ca- 
lamites,  briefly  in  thefe  pofitions. 

I.  It  is  certain  that  the  children  of  God,  as  they 
are  not  exempted  from  the  common  univerfal  cala- 
mities and  evils  of  this  life,  that  befal  the  reft  of 
men,  fo  not  from  any  particular  kind  of  tbem.  As 
it  is  appointed  for  item,  with  all  others,  once  to  die, 
Heb.  ix.  27.  fo  we  find'  them  not  privileged  from 
any  kind  of  difeafe,  or  other  way  of  death ;  not  from 
falling  by  fword,  or  by  peftilence,  or  in  the  frenfy  of 
a  fever,  or  any  kind  of  fudden  death :  Yea,  when 
thefe,  or  fuch  like,  are  on  a  land,  by  way  of  public 
judgment^  the  godly  are  not  altogether  exempted 
from  them,  but  may  fall  in  them  with  others ;  as  we 
find  Mofes  dying  in  the  wildernefs  with  thofe  he 
brought  out  of  Egypt.  Now,  though  it  was  for  a 
particular  failing  in  the  wildernefs,  yet  it  evinces, 
that  there  is  in  this  no  encroachment  upon  their  pri- 
vileges, nothing  contrary  to  the  love  of  God  towards 
them,  and  his  covenant  with  them. 

2r. .  The  promifes  made  to  the  godly,  of  preferva- 
tion  from  common  jugdments,  have  their  truth,  and 
.  are  made  good  in  many  of  them  fo  preferved ; 
though  they  do  not  hold  abfolutely  and  univerfally  : 
For  they  are  ever  to  be  underftood  in  fubordination 
to  their  higheft  good  :  But  when  they  are  preferved, 
they  ought  to  take  it  as  a  gracious  accompliftiment, 
even  of  thefe  promifes  to  them,  which  the  wicked, 
many  of  which  do  likewife  efcape,  have  no  right  to, 
but  are  preferved  for  after-judgment. 

3.  It  is  certain,  that  the  curfe  and  fting  is  taken 
out  of  all  thofe  evils  incident  to  the  godly  with 
pthers,  in  life  and  death,  which  makes  the  main  dif- 
ference, 
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fcrence,  though  to  the  ey?  of  the  worI4  invifible* 
And  it  may  be  obCerve4»  That  in  thefe  common 
judgments  of  fword  or  peftileace.  or  other  epide- 
mic difeafes,  a  great  part  of  thofe  that  are  cut  off  are 
of  the  wickedeft,  though  the  Lord  may  fend  of  thofe 
arrows  to.fome  few  of  his  own,  to  c^il  them  home. 

The  full  and  clear  diftin^ion  of  the  godly  apd 
wicked,  being  referved  for  theip  after  eftate  in  eter* 
nity,  it  needs  not  feem  ftrange,  that  in  many  things 
it  appears  not  here.:  One  thing  above  all  others^^moll 
grievous  to  the  child  of  God,  may  take  away  the 
wonder  of  other  things  they  fuffer  in  common,  that 
is,  the  remainders  of  fin  in  them  while  they  are  in 
the  flelh  :  Fbough  there  is  a  fpirit  in  them  above  it^ 
and  contrary  to  it,  which  makes  the  difference ;  jet 
fom^times  the  too  much  likenefs,  efpecially  in  the 
prevailings  of  corruption,  doth  confufe  the  matter, 
not  only  to  others  eyes,  but  their  own. 

4.  Though  the  great  di(lindion  and  fevering  be 
referved  to  that  great  and  folemn  day,  that  fliall 
clear  all,  yet  the  Lord  is  pleafed,  in  part,  more  re- 
markably at'fome  times  to  difference  his  own  from 
the  ungodly,  in  the  execution  of  temporal  judg- 
ments, and  to  give  thefe  as  preludes  of  that  final  and 
full  judgment.  And  this  of  Noah  was  one  of  the 
mod  eminent  in  that  kind,  being,  the  moit  general 
judgment  that  ever  befel  the  world,  or  that  (hall 
till  the  laft,  and  fo  the  llvelieft  figure  of  it :  This  was 
by  water,  as  the  fecond  fhall  be.  by  fire,  and  it  wa-s 
mofi  congruous  that  it  fhould  refemble  in  this,  as 
the  chief  point,  the  faving  of  righteous  Noah  and 
his  family  from  it ;  prefiguring  the  eternal  falvation 
of  believers,  as  our  Apoftle  teacheth. 

Wherein  few^  that  is^  eight  perfons^  ijoere  faved  by 
water. 1  This  great  point  of  the  few.nefs  of  thofe 
that  are  faved  in  the  other  greater  falvation,  as  in 
this,  I  (hall  not  now  profecute ;  Only, 

I.  If  fo  few,  then  the  inquiry  into  ourfelves,  whe- 
ther, we  be  of  thefe  few,  (hould  be  more  diligent, 

and 
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and  followed  more  home  than  it  is  jnet  with  the  mo^ 
of  us.  We  are  wary  in  our  trifles,  and  only  in  this 
eaiily  deceived,  yea,  our  own  deceivers  in  this  great 
point.  Is  not  this  folly  far  beyond  what  you  ufual« 
ly  fay  of  Ibme,  Penny  njuife  and  pound  fool ;  to  be  wife 
for  a  moment,  and  fools  for  eternity  ? 

2.  Yon  that  aVe  indeed  feeking  the  way  of  life, 
be  not  difcou raged  by'yourfewnefs;  it  hath  always 
be^n  fo ;  you  fee  here  how  few  of  the  whole  world, 
and  is  it  not  better  to  be  of  the  few  in  the  ark,  than 
of  the  multitude  in  the  waters?  Let  them  fret,  as 
ordinarily  they  do,  to  fee  fo  few  more  diligent  for 
heaven,  as  no  doubt  they  did  of  Noah  ;  and  this  is 
it  that  galls  them,  that  atiy  (hould  have  higher  names, 
and  futer  hopes  this  way  :  "  What !  arc  none  but 
"  fuch  as  you  going  to  heaven,  think  you  us  all 
"  damned  ?''  What  can  we  fay,  but  there  is  a  flood 
of  wrath  wafting  many  who  fay  fo,  and  cercajnly  all 
that  are  out  of  the  ark  fliall  perifli  in  that  flood. 

3.  This  is  that  main  truth  that  I  would  leave  with 
you  ;  look  on  Jefus  Chrift  as  the  ark,  of  whom  this 
was  a  figure ;  and  believe  it,  out  of  him  there  is  no- 
thing but  certain  deftrudion,  a  deluge  of  wrath,  all 
the  world  over,  on  thofe  out  of  Chrift.  Oh !  tt  is 
our  life,  our  only  fafety,  to  "be  in  him.  But  thefe 
things  are  not  believed..  Men  think  they  believe 
them,  and  do  not.  Were  it  believed  that  we  are  un- 
der the  fentence  of  eternal  death  in  our  natural  ftate^ 
and  that  there  is  no  efcape,  but  by  removing  out  of 
ourfelves  unto  Chrift,  Oh !  what  thronging  would 
there  be  to  him ;  whereas,  now  he  invites  and  calls, 
and  how  few  are'  perfuaded  to  come  to  him.  Noah 
believed  the  Lord's  word  of  judgment  againft  the 
world,  believed  his  promife  made  to  him,  and  pre- 
pared an  atk.  Is  it  not  a  high  lign  of  unbelief,  that 
there  being  an  ark  of  everlafting  falvation  ready  pre- 
pared to  our  hand,  we  will*  not  fo  much  as  com«  to 
it?  I.  Will  you,  who  are  not  yet  entered,  be  per- 
fuaded certainly  that  the  ark-dobr  Hands  open  ;  his 

oflfers 
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offers  are  free ;  do  but  come,  and  try  if  he  will  turn 
you  away ;  no,  he  will  not.  Him  that  eomes  to  me^  1 
will  in  no  ways  caft  out,  John  vi.  57.  And  as  there 
is  fuch  acceptance,  and  fure  preferyation  in  him^ 
there  is  as  fure  perifhing  without  him,  truft  on  what 
you  will.  Be  you  of  a  giant's  ftature,  as  many  of 
them  were,  to  help  you  to  climb  up,  as  they,  would 
fure  do  when  the  flood  came  on,  to  the  higheft 
mountains^  and  talleil  trees,  yet  it  fliall  overtake  you* 
Make  your  ^eft  of  your  worldly  advantages,  or  good 
parts,  or  civil  righteoufnefs,  all  (hall  prove  poor  Ihifts 
from  the  flood  of  wrath,  which  fifes  above  all  thofe, 
and  drowns  them ;  only  the  ark  of  our  falvation  is 
fafe.  Think  how  gladly  they  would  have  been  with- 
in the  ark,  when* they  found  death  without  it,  and 
now  it  was  too  late!  How  would  many,  that  now 
defpife  Chrift,  wifli  to  honour  him  one  day  ?  Men, 
fo  long  as  they  thought  to  be  fafe  on  the  earth  would 
never  betake  them  to  the  ark,  but  rather  would  liiink 
it  a  prifon  ;  and  could  men  find  falvation  any  where 
elfe,  they  would  never  come  to  Chrift  for  it :  This^ 
is,  becaufe  they  know  him  not :  But  yet,  be  it  necef* 
iity,  let  that  drive  thee  in  ;  and  then  being  in .  him,r 
thou  flialt  find  jeafon  to  love  him  for  himielf,  befides 
the  falvation  thou  haft  in  him. 

2.  You  that  have  fled  in  to  him  for  refuge,  wrong 
him  not  fo  far  as  to  queftion  your  fafety.  What 
though  the  floods  of  thy  former  guiltinefs  rife  high, 
thine  ark  fliall  ftill  be  above  them ;  and  the  higher 
they  rife,  the  higher  he  fliall  rife,  flaall  have  the  more 
glory  in  freely  juftifying  and  faving  thee.  Though 
thou  find  the  remaining  power  of  fin  ftill  within 
thee,  yet  it  fliall  not  fink  thine  ark ;  there  was  in  this 
ark  fin,  yet  they  were  faved  from  the  flood.  If  thou 
doil  believe,  that  puts  thee  in  Chrift,  and  he  will 
bring  thee  fafe  through,  without  fplitting  or.  finking. 

3.  As  thou  art  bound  to  account  thyfelf  fafe  in 
him,  fo  to  admire  that  love  that  fet  thee  Uiere.  Noab 
was  a  holy  man ;  but  whence  was  both  his  holinefs 
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and  prefcirvation  while  the  world  perifhed,  but  be- 
caufe  he  found  favour  ^  ox  free  grace^  as  the  word  is,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord.  And  no  doubt  he  did  much 
contemplate  this,  being  fecure  within,  when  the  cries 
of  the  reft,  drowning,  wete  about  him.  Thus,  think 
you,  feeing  fo  few  are  faved  in  this  blefled  ark, 
wherein  I  am,  in  comparifon  of  the  multitudes  that 
perifh  in  the  deluge ;  whence  is  this  ?  Why  was  I 
choien,  and  lb  q^ny  about  me  left  ?  why,  but  be- 
caufe  it  pleafed  him.  But  all  is  ftraight  here.  We 
have  neither  hearts  nor  time  for  ample  thoughts  of 
this  love,  till  we  be^  beyond  time ;  then  ihall  we  ad- 
niire  and  praife  withput  ceafing,  and  without  weary- 
ing- ; 

We  have  now  confidered  the  great  and  remarkable 
example  the  Apoftle  makes  ufe  of.  It  is  time  we 
proceed  to  confider,  Thirdly,  The  adapting  or  ap- 
plying it  to  the  inftru<a:ion  of  Chriftians,  for  which 
it  is  indeed  fo  fit  and  Xuitable^  which  he  clears  in  the 
particular  refemblance  of  it  with  the  rule  of  Chri- 
ftianity. 

Ver.  21.    The  like  figure  wbereunto^   even   baptifm^ 
-  doth  alfo  nowfave  usy  (not  the  putting  away  the  filth 
of  the  fl^Jb^  hut  the   anfwer  of  a  good,  confcience 
toward  God),  by  the  refurreSlion  of  Jefus  Cbrifl. 

IN  which  words  we  have,  i.  The  end  of  baptifm. 
>  2.  The  proper  virtue  or  efficacy  of  it  for  that 
end.  And,  3.  A  refemblance  in  both  thefe  to  Noah's 
prefervation  in  the  flood. 

ifly  The  end  of  baptiftn,  to  fave  us.  This  is  the 
great  common  end  of  all  the  x)rdinances  of  God ;  that 
one  high  mark  they  all  aim  at.  And  the  great  and 
common  miftake  of  them  is,  that  they  are  not  fo  un- 
derftood  and  ufed.  We  come  and  fit  a  while,  and,  if 
we  can  keep  awake,  give  the  word  the  hearing ;  but, 
bow  few  of  us  receive  it  as  the  ingrafted  word  that  is 
able  to  fave  our  fouls  P  James  i.  2i,  >7cre  it  thus  ta^ 
Vol.  II.  O  ken, 
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ken,  what  fweetnefs  would  be  found  in  it,  which 
xnoft  that  bear  and  read  it  are  ft^angers  to  ?  How 
precious  would  thefe  lines  be,  if  we  looked  on  them 
thus,  fa w  them  meeting  and  concentring  mfahation 
as  their  end.  Thus  likewife  the  facraments,  con- 
sidered indeed  as  feals  of  this  inheritance,  annexed 
to  the  great  charter  of  it,  feals  of  falvation,  would 
be  highly  regarded  :  This  would  powerfully  beget  a 
fit  appetite  for  the  Lord's  Supper,givhen  we  are  in- 
vited to  it,  and  would  beget  a  due  efteem  of  bap- 
tifm ;  would  teach  you  more  frequent  and  fruitful 
thoughts  of  your  own,  and  more  pious  confidera- 
tiohs  of  it  when  you  require  ,it  for  your  children. 
A  natural  eye  looks  upon  bread,  and  wine,  and  wa- 
ter, and  the  outward  differenct^  of  their  ufc  there, 
that  they  are  fet  apart  and  differenced,  as  is  evident 
by  external  circumftances,  from  their  common  ufe  ; 
but  the  main  of  the  difference,  where  their  excel- 
lency lies,  it  fees  not,  a3  the  eye  of  faith  above  that 
efpies  falvation  under  them  :  And  Oh  !  what  a  dif- 
ferent thing  are  they  to  it,  from  what  they  are  to  a 
formal  ufer  of  them.  We  (hould  afpire  to  know  the 
hidden  rich  things  of  God,  that  are  wrapt  up  in  his 
ordinances.  We  ftick  in  the  fhell  and  fuperficies  of 
thiem,  and  feek  no  further ;  that  makes  them  unbeau- 
tiful,  and  unfavoury  to  us,'  and  that  ufe  of  them  turns 
into  an  empty  cuflom.  Be  more  earnefl  with  him 
that  hath  appointed  them,  and  made  this  their  end, 
to  fave  us,  that  he  would  clear  up  the  eye  of  our 
fouls,  to  fee  them  thus  under  this  relation,  ^nd  fee 
how  they  fuit  to  this  their  end,  and  tend  to  -it,  and 
feriouHy  feek  falvation  in  them  from  his  own  hand, 
and  we  fhall  find  it. 

This  ioxhfave  us.  So  that  this  falvation  of  Noah 
and  his  family  from  the  deluge,  and  all  outward 
deliverances  and  falvations,  are  but  dark  Ihadows  of 
this.  Let  them  npt  be  compared,  thefe  reprivals  and 
prolongings  of  this  prefent  life,  to  the  deliverance 
of  the  foul  from  death,  the    fecond  death  j   the. 
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firetchiiig-of  a  rooment  to  the  concernment  of  eter- 
nity.    How  would  aDy  of  you  welcome  a  full  and 
fure  protedlion  from  common  dangers,  if  fuch  were 
to  be  had?  That  you  (hould  be  afcertained  of  fafety 
from  fword  and  peftilence  ;  that^whatever  others  fuf- 
fer^d   about  you,  you  and  your  family  fhould  be 
free  ?  (And  they  that  have  efcaped  a  near  danger  of 
this  kind  are  too  apt  to  reft  there,  as  if  no  more  were 
to  be  feared ;  whereas  this  common  favour  may  be 
ihewed  to  thefe*that  are  far  ofF'frbm  God);  and 
what  though  you  be  not  only  thus  far  fafe,  but,  I 
fay,  if  you  were  fecured  for  the  future,   which  none 
ojf  you  abfolutely  ^are  ?  Yet,  when  you  are  put  out  of 
danger  of  fword  and  plague,  ftill  death  remains,  and* 
iin  and  wrath  may  be  remaining  with  it;  and  ihall 
it  not  be  all  one  to  die  under  thefe  in  a  time  of  public 
peace  and  welfare,  as  if  it  were  now  ?  Yea,  it   may 
be  fomething  mor^  uphappy,  by  the  increafe  of  the  ' 
heap  of  fin  and  wrath  ;  guiitinefs  augmented  by  life 
prolonged ;  and  will  be  more  grievous  to  be  pulled 
away  from  the  world,  in  the  midft  of  peaceable  en- 
joyment, and  to  have  everlafting  darknefs  to  fucceed 
to  that  ftort  fun-(hine  of  thy  day  of  eafe.     Alas! 
the  fad  fucceflion  !   Happinefs  of  a  Ihoct  date,  and 
mifery  for  ever.     What  availed   it   wicked  Ham,  to 
outlive  the  flood,  to  inherit  a  curfe  after  it;  to  be 
kept  undrowned  in  the  waters,  to   fce^  himfelf  and 
his  pofterity  blaftec  with  his  father's  curfe?   Think 
ferioufly;  what  will  ue  the  end  of  all  thy  temporaiy 
fafety  arid  prefervation,  if  thou  iharenot  in  this  fal- 
vation,  and  find  not  tbyfelf  fealed  and  marked  for  it; 
to  flatter  thyfelf  with  a  dream  of  happinefs,  and  walk 
in  the  light  of  a  few  fparks^  Ifa.  1.  ii.  that  wilji  fodn 
die  out,  and  then  lie  down  in  for  row  ?  A  fad  bed  that 
the  moft  have  to  go  to,  after  they  have  wearied  them- 
felves  all  the  day,  lall  their  life,  in  a  chace  of  vanity! 
orf/jr.  The  next  thing  is,  the  power  and  virtue  ^Z 
this  means  for  its  end.     That  bapfifni  hath  a  power,  , 
is  ckar,  in  that  it  is  fo  exprefsly  faid,  it.dotbfave  ur: 
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Which  kind  of  power  is  as  clear  in  the  way  of  it  here 
expreft  ;  not  by  a  natural  force  of  the  element, 
though  adapted  and  facramentally  ufed ;  it  only  can 
wafh  away  the  filth  of  the  body ;  its  phyfical  efficacy 
or  power  reaches  no  further  :  But  it  is  in  the  hand 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  other  facraments,  and  as- the 
word  itfelf  is,  to  purify  the  confcience,  and  convey 
grace  and  falvation  tp  the  foul,  by  the  reference  it 
hath  to,  and  union  with,  that  which  it  reprefents.  It 
faves  bj  the  ftnjwer  cf  a  good  confcience  unto  God,  and 
it  affords  that,  by  the  refurreSlion  of  Jefus  from  tbc 
dead. 

Thus,  then,  we  have  a  true  account  of  the  power 
of  this,  and  fo  of  other  facraments,  and  a  difcovery 
of  the  error  of  two  extremes:  (i.)  Of  thofe  that 
afcribe  too  much  to  them,  as  if  they  wrought  by  a 
natural  inherent  virtue,  and  carried  grace  in  them  in- 
feparably.  (2.)  Of  thofe  that  afcribe  too  little  to 
them,  making  them  only  figns  and  badges  of  our 
profeffion.  Signs  they  are, '  but  more  than  figns, 
merely  reprefenting  ;  they  are  means  exhibiting,  and 
feals  confirming,  grace  to  the  faithful.  But  the  work- 
ing of  faith,  and  the  conveying  of  Chrift  into  the 
foul  to  be  received  by  faith,  is  not  a  thing  put  into 
them  to  do  of  themfelves,  but  ftill  in  the  Supreme 
Hand  that  appointed  them :  And  he  indeed  both 
caufes  the  fouls  of  his  own  to  receive  thefe  his  feals 
with  faith,  and  makes  them  eflfe£tual  to  confirm  that 
faith  which  receives  them  fo.  They  are  then,  in  a 
word,  neither  empty  figns  to  theni  that  believe,  nor 
effeftual  caufes  of  grace  to  them  that  believe  not. 

The  miftake  on  both  fides  arifes  from  the  want  of 
duly  confidering  the  relative  nature  of  thefe  feals, 
and  that  kind  of  union  that  is  betwixt  them,  and  the 
grace  they  reprefent ;  which  is  real,'  though  not  na- 
tural or  phyfical,  as  they  fpeak.  So  that  though  they 
dcf  not  fave  all  that  partake  of  them,  yet  they  do  real- 
ly and  eflfeaually  fave  believers,  (for  whofe  falvation 
they  are  means),  as  the  other  external  ordinances  of 
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God  do.  Though  they  have  not  that  power  which 
is  peculiar  to  the  Author  of  them,  yet  a  power  they 
have,  fuch  as  hcfits  their  nature ;  and  by  reafon  of 
ivbich  they  are  truly  faid  to  fandlify  and  juftify,  and 
lb  to  fave,  as  the  Appftle  here  avers  of  baptifm. 

Now,  that  which  is  intended  for  our  help,  our  car-- 
nal  minds  are  ready  to  turn  into  a  hinderance  and 
difadvantage.  The  Lord  reprefenting  invifible  things 
to  the  eyCf  and  confirming  his  promifes  even  by  vi- 
fible  feals,  we  are  apt,  by  the  groffnefs  of  our  un- 
fpiritual  hearts^  inftead  of  ilepping  up  by  that  which 
is  earthly  to  the  divine  fpiritual  things  reprefented, 
to  ftay  on  the  outward  element,  and  go  no  further : 
Therefore  the  Apoftle,  to  lead  us  into  the  infide  of 
this  fcal  of  baptifm,  is  very  clear  in  defigning  the 
effe&  and  fruit  of  it :  Not  (fays  he)  putting  away  the 
Jiltb  of  the  fiejb  ;  and  water,  if  you  look  no  further, 
can  do  no  more.  There  is  an  invifible  impurity  upon 
our  nature,  chiefly  on  our  invifible  part,  our  foul : 
This  wafliing  means  the  taking  away  of  that ;  and 
where,  it  reaches  its  true  efFedt,  it  doth  fo  purify  the 
confcience,  arid  makes  it^  good,  truly  fo  in  the  fight 
of  God,  who  is  the  Judge  of  it. 

Confider :  i.  It  is  a  pitiful  thing  to  fee  the  igno- 
rance of  the  moft  profefling  Chriftiahity,  and  par- 
taking of  the  outward  feals  of  it,  yet  not  knowing 
what  they  mean  ;  not  apprehending  the  fpiritual  dig- 
nity and  virtue  of  them.  They  are  blind  in  the  f(ty^ 
Jleries  of  the  kingdom^  and  not  fo  much  as  fenfible  of 
that  blindriefs.  And  being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
thefe  holy  things,  they  cannot  have  a  due  efl:eem  of 
them,  which  arifes  out  of  the  view  of  their  inward 
worth  and  efficacy.  A  confufed  fancy  they  have  of 
fo;me  good  in  them  ;  and  this  rifing  to  the  other  ex- 
treme, to  a  fuperftitious  confidence  in  the  fimple  per- 
formance and  participation  of  them,  as  if  that  carried 
fome  infeparable  virtue  with  it,  which  none  could 
inifs  of,  that  are  fprinkled  with  the  waters  of  bap- 
tifm, 
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tifm,  and  (hare  io  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  in 
the  Lord's  fupper ! 

And  what  is  the  utmoft  plea  of  the  moft  for  their 
title  to  heaven,  that  in  thefe  relative  and  external 
things  they  are  Chriftians,  are  baptized,  hear  the 
word,  and  are  admitted  to  the  Lord's  table;  not  con- 
fidering  how  many  have  gone  through  all  thefe,  and 
daily  are  going  on  in  the  ways  of  death  ;  never  co- 
ming near  Jelus  Chrift,  who  is  the  *v^ay^  and  trutb^ 
and  the  life  ;  whom  the  word,  and  the  feals  of  it,  hold 
forth  to  believers,  afluring  them  that  they  are  wafiied 
in  his  blood,  and  quickened  with  his  life,  and  made 
like  him,  and  co-heirs  of  glory  with  him* 

X  Even  they  that  have  fome  clearer  notion  of  the 
nature  and  fruit  of  the  feals  of  grace,  yet  are  in  a 
pradical  error,  that  they  look  not  with. due  diligence 
into  themfelves ;  inquiring  after  the  efficiency  of 
them  in  their  hearts ;  do  not  ftudy  the  life  of  Chriil ; 
to  know  more  what  it  is,  and  then  to  fearch  into 
themfelves  for  the  truth,  and  the  growth  of  that 
life  within  tbem.  Is  it  not  an  unbecoming  thing  for 
a  Chriftian  (when  he  is  about  to  appear  before  the 
Lord  at  his  table,  and  fo  looks  fomething  more  nar- 
rowly within)  to  find  as  little  faith,  as  little  divine 
affedion,  a  heart  as  unmortified  to  the  world,  as  cold 
towards  Chrift,  as  before  his  laft  addrels  to  the  fame 
table,  a&er  the  intervening,  poffibly,  of  many  months; 
in  which  time,  had  he  been  careful  often  to  reflect 
inwards  on  his  heart,  and  to  look  back  upon  that  new 
fealinginhis  laft  participation,  he  might  probably 
have  been  more  improved  ?  And,  truly,  as  there  is 
much  guiltinefs  cleaves  to  us  in  this,  fo,  generally, 
much  more  in  reference  to  this  other  facrament  that 
is  here  the  Apoftle's  fubjeft,  baptifrn^  which  being  but 
once  adminiftered,  and  that  in  infancy,  is  very  feldom, 
and  flightly,  confidered  by  many,  even  real  Chriftians. 
And  fo  we  are  at  a  lofs.in  that  profit  and  comfort; 
that  increafe  of  both  holinefs  and  faith,  that  the  fre- 
quent recoUeding  of  it,  after  a  fpiritual  manner, 
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would  no  doubt  advance  us  to.  And  not  only  do  we 
Dcgledt  to  put  ourfelves  upon  the  thoughts  of  it  in 
private,  but,  in  the  frequent  opponunities  of  fuch 
thoughts  in  public,  we  let  it  pafs  unregarded,  are 
idle,  incohfiderate,  and  fo  truly  guilty  beholders* 
And  the  more  frequently  we  have  thefe  opportunities^ 
the  lefs  are  we  touched  with  them ;  they  become 
common,  and  work  not ;  and  the  flighting  of  them 
grows  as  common  with  us  as  the  thing.  Tea,  when 
the  engagement  is  more  fpecial  and  perfonal ;  when 
parents  are  to  prefent  their  infants  to  this  ordinance, 
and  then  might,  and  certainly  ought  to  have  a  more 
particular  and  fixed  eye  upon  it,  and  themfelves^  as 
being  fealed  with  it,  to  aik  within  after  the  fruit 
and  power  of  it,  and  to  ftir  up  themfelves  anew  to  the 
adings  of  faith,  and  flrabition  after  newnefs  of  life, 
and  with  earneft  prayer  for  their  children,  to  be 
fuitors  for  themfelves,  for  further  evidence  of  their 
intereft  in  Chrift :  Yet,  poffibly,  many  are  not  much 
in  thefe  things  at  fuch  times,  but  are  more  bufied  to 
prepare  their  houfe  for  entertaining  their  friends, 
than  to  prepare  their  hearts  fpr  offering  up  their  in* 
fant  unto  God  to  be' fealed  ;  and  withal,'  to  muke  a 
new  offer  of  their  own  hearts  to  him,  to  ha"ve  renew-^ 
cd  on  them  the  inward  fcal  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
the  outward  feal  whereof  they  did  receive,  as  it  is 
now  to  be  conferred  upon  their  infant. 

Did  we  often  look  upon  the  face  of  our  fouls,  and 
obferve  the  many  fpots  with  which  we  have  defiled 
them  after  our  waftiing,  it  might  work  us  to^fliame 
and  grief,  and  would  drive  us,  by  renewed  applica* 
tion,  to  wa(h  often  in  that  blood  which  that  water  fi* 
gurcs  ;  which  alone  can  fetch  out  the  ftain  of  fin  ; 
and  then  it  would  fet  us'upon  renewed  purpofes  of 
purity,  to  walk  more  carefully,  to  avoid  the  pollu« 
tions  of  the  world  we  walk  in,  and  to  purge  out  the 
pollutions  of  the  hearts  that  we  c%rry  about  with  us, 
that  defile  us  more  than  all  the  world  befides.  It 
would  work  an  holy  difdain  of  fii^  oflen  to  contem* 

plate 
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plate  ourfelves  as  walhed  in  fo  precious  a  laver: 
**  Shall  ly  would  the  Chriftian  fay,  confidering  that 
<*  I  am  now  cleanfed  in  the  precious  blood  of  my 
*'  Lord  Jefus,  run  again  into  that  puddle  out  of  which 
^*  he  fo  gracioufly  took  me,  and  made  me  clean?  Let 
**  fwine  wallow  in  it ;  be  hath  made  me  of  his 
'^  iheepfold  i  he  hath  made  me  of  that  excellent 
**  order  for  which  all  are  confecrated,  by  that  wafh- 
*<  ing,  that  partake  of  it :  He  batb  wc^ed  us  in  his 
^*  bloody  and  made  us  kings  and  priejls  unto  God  tbe 
«  Fatber.  Am  I  of  thefe?  and  fliall  I  debafe  myfelf, 
"  to  the  vile  p^eafures  of  fin  ?  No,  I  will  think  my- 
f<  felf  too  good  to  ferve  any  finful  lulls ;  feeing  he 
'^  hath  looked  on  me,  and  taken  me  up,  and  waflied 
^'  and  dignified  me ;  I  am  wholly  his,  all  my  ftudy 
^*  and  bufinels  ihall  be  to  honour  and  magnify  him.'* 

Tbe  anfwer  of  a  good  confcien$e^  &c.]  The  taking 
away  of  fpiritual  filthinefs,  as  the  true  and  faving 
effed:  of  baptifm,  the  Apoftle  here  exprefles  by  that 
which  is  the  further  refult  and  effeft  of  it,  Tbe  an- 
fwer  (^  a  good  confcience  unto  God.  For  it  is  the 
wafhing  of  that  filthinefs  which  makes  both  the  con- 
fcience good,  and,  in  making  it  fuch,  fits  it  to  make 
anfwer  unto  God.  A  good  confcience,  in  its  full 
fenfe,  is  a  pure  confcience,  and  a  peaceable  con- 
fcience-, audit  cannot,  indeed,  be  peaceably  good,  un- 
lefs  it  be  purely  good.  And  although,  on  the  other 
fide,  it  may  want  the  prefent  enjoyment  of  peace, 
being  purified,  yet  certainly  in  a  purified  confcience 
there  is,  a  title  and  right  to  peace ;  it  is  radically 
there,  even  when  it  appears  not.  And,  in  due  time,  it 
flxall  appear,  (hall  fpring  forth,  bud  and  flourifii. 

The  purified  and  good  condition  of  the  whole  foul 
may  well,  as  here  it  doth,  go  under  the  name  of  the 
good  confcience,  it  being  fo  prime  a  faculty  of  it,  and 
as  the  glafs  of  the  whole  foul,  wherein  the  eilate  of 
it  is  reprefented.  Therefore,  Heb.  ix.  the  efficacy  of 
the  blood  of  Chrifi:  is  exprelTed  thus,  that  it  purgetb 
gur  confcicnces  from  dead  works ^  which  exprejEon  is 
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the  fame  thing  in  eSed  with  that  here,  tbe  anjwer  of 
a  good  confcience  unto  God. 

Tbe  anfwerj  frt(arii/*«.]  The  aflcing  or  queftioning 
of  confcience,  which  comprifes  likewife  its  anfwer, 
for  it  intends  the  whole  correfpondence  of  the  con- 
fcience with  God,  and  with  itfelf,  as  towards  God,  or 
in  the  fight  of  God  ;  and  indeed  God^s  queftioning 
it,  is  by  itfelf ;  it  is  his  deputy  in  the  foul ;  he  makiii& 
it  pofe  itfelf  for  him,  and  before  him,  concerning  its 
own  condition  ;  and  io  the  anfwer  it  gives  itfelf  in 
that  pofture,  he  as  it  were  fitting  and  hearing  it  in 
his  prefence,  is  an  anfwer  made  unto  him  :  This 
queftioning  and  anfwering,  (if  fuch  a  thing  were  at 
.this  time,  as  it  was  certainly  foon  after),  yet  means 
not  the  queftions  and  anfwers  ufed  in  tbe  baptifm  of 
perfons,  who,  being  of  years,  profeiTed  their  faith  in 
anfwering  the  queftions  moved  ;  it  poffibly  alludes 
unto  that,  but  it  further,  by  way  of  refemblance,  ex- 
prefiTes  the  inward  queftioning  and  anfwering  which 
is  tranfaded  within,  betwixt  the  foul  aqd  itfelf,  and 
the  foul  and  God  ;  and  fo  is  alluflvely  called  iirf(«9TD/uift,^ 
a  queftioning  and  anfwering,  but  diftindively  fpeci- 
fied,  IK  9cov ;  fo  that  whereas  the  other  was  towards 
men,'  this  is  unto  God. 

i<  A  good  confcience  is  a  waking,  fpeaking  confci- 
ence ;  and  as  the  confcience  that  queftions  itfelf  moft 
ifi-of  all  forts  the  beft,  fo  that  which  is  dumb,  or 
afleep,  and  is  not  adive  ,and  frequent  in  felf-inquiries, 
is  not   a  good  confcience.     The   word 'is  judicial, 
<rfgttTii/A«,  interrogation  ufed  in  law  for  the  trial  and 
executing  of  procefles  ;  and  this  is  the  great  bufinefs 
of  confcience,  to  fit,  and  examine,  and  judge  within;^ 
to  hold  courts  in  the  foul ;  and  it  is  of  continual  ne- 
ceffity  that ,  it  be  fo.     There  can  be  no  vacation  of 
this  judicature  without  great  damage  to  the  eftate  of 
the  foul ;  yea,  not  a  day  ought  to  paf^  without  a  fef* 
fion  of  confcience  within  ;  for  daily  diforders  arife  in 
the  foul,  which,  if  they  pafs  on,  will  grow  and  gather 
more,  and  fo  breed  more  diflSkrulty  in  their  trial  and 
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rcdrefs.  Yet  men  do  eafily  turn  from  this  work  as 
hard  and  unpleafant ;  and  make  many  a  long  vacan- 
cy in  the  year,  and  protradl  it  from  one  day  to  ano- 
ther. In  the  morning  they  muft  go  about  their  bufi- 
hefs,  arid  at  night  they  are  weary  and  fleepy  ;  and  all 
the  day  long  one  afiair  fteps  in  after  another  ;  and  if 
bufinefs  fail,  fome  trifling  company  or  other  ;  *and  fo 
their  days  pafs  on ;  the  foul  is  overgrown  with  im- 
purities and  diforders. 

You  know  what  confufions,  and  diforders,  and 
evils,  will  abound  amongft  a  rude  people,  where  there 
is  no  kind  of  court  nor  judicature  held.  Thus  is  it 
with  that  unruly  rabble,  the  lulls  and  pailions  of  our 
fouls,  when  there  is  no  difcipline  nor  judgment  with- 
in ;  or  where  there  is  but  a  negledt  and  intermiffion 
of  it  for  a  Ihort  time.  And  the  moft  part  of  fouls 
are  in  the  pofture  of  ruin  ;  their  vile  affedions,  as  a 
headilrong  tumultuous  multitude,  that  will  not  fuf- 
fer  a  deputed  judge  to  fit  amongft  them,  cry  down 
their  confciences,  and  make  a  continual  noife,  that 
the  voice  of  it  may  not  be  heard  ;  and  fo  force  it  to 
defift  and  leave  them  to  their  own  ways. 

But  you  that  take  this  courfe,  know,  you  are  pro- 
viding the  fevereft  judgment  for  yourfelves  by  difturv 
bing  of  judgment ;  as  when  a  people  rife  againft  an 
inferior  judge,  the  prince  or  fupreme  magiftrate  that 
fent  him,  hearing  of  it,  doth  not  fail  to  vindicate  his 
Jionour  and  juftice  in  their  exemplary  punifliment. 

Will  you  not  anfwer  unto  confcience,  but  when  it 
begins  to  fpeak,  turn  to  bufinefs  or  company,  that 
you  may  not  hear  it?  know,  that  it  and  you  rauft 
*pnfwer  unto  God  ;  and  when  he  fhall  make  inquiry, 
it ^  muft  report,  and  report  as  the  truth  is,  knowing 
that  there  is  no  hiding  the  lAatter  from  him.  "  Lord, 
*'  there  are  to  my  knowledge  a  world  of  enormities 
i'  within  the  the  circuit  1  had  to  judge,  and  I  would 
"  have  judged  them,  but  was  forcibly  refitted  and 
'*  interrupted  ;  and  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  bppofe 
V  the  tumultuous  power  that  rofe  againft  me.  Now 
.  «  the 
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*'  the  matter  comes  into  thine  own  hand  to  judge  it 
*'  thyfelf."  What  fhall  the  foul  fay  in  that  day, 
when  confcience  Ihall  make  fuch  an  anfwer  unto 
God,  and  it  fhall  come  under  the  feverity  of  his 
juftice  for  all  ?  Whereas  if  it  had  given  way  to  the 
confcience  to  find  out,  and  judge  and  redlify  matters^ 
fo  that*  it  could  have  anfwered  concerning  its  proce- 
durd  that  way,  God  would  have  accepted  this  as  the 
anftver  of  a  good  confcience,  and  what  confcience 
had  done,  he  would  not  do  over  again.  It  hath 
judged,  then  I  acquit ;  for  if  we  would  jud^e  our^ 
jt/jy^j,  (fays  the  Apoftle),  we  Jbould  not  he  judged^ 
I  Cor.  xi.  31. 

The  queftioning  or  inquiry  of  confcience,  and  fo 
its  report  or  anfwer  unto  God,  extends  to  all  the  af- 
fairs of  the  foul,  all  the  afFedions  and  motions  of  it, 
and  all  the  adions  and  carriage  of  the  whole  man. 
The  open  wickednefs  of  the*  mod  teftifies  againft 
them,  that  though  fprinkled  with  water  in  baptifm, 
yet  they  are  ftrangers  to  the  power  and  gracious  ef- 
ficacy of  it;  not  baptized  with  the  Holy  Gbojl  and  with 
fire  j  ftill  their  drofs  and  filth  remaining  in  them,  and 
nothing  elfe  appearing  in  their  ways ;  fo  that  their 
confciences  cannot  fo  much  as  make  la  good  anfwer 
for  them  unto  men,  much  lefs  unto  God,  Whjlt  fhall 
it  anfwer  for  them,  being  judged,  but  that  they  arc 
fwearers,  and  curfers,  and  drunkards,  or  unclean  ; 
or  that  they  are  flanderers,  delighting  to  pafs  their 
hours  in  defcanting  on  the  adlions  and  ways  of  others, 
and  looking  through  the  mifcoloured  glafs  of  their 
own  malice  and  pride ;  that  they  are  neglec3:ers  of 
God  and  holy  things  ;  lovers  of  tbemfehes^  and  their 
own  phafures^  more  than  lovers  of  God?  2  Tim.  iii. 
2,  4.  And,,  have  fuch  as  thefe  impudence  enough  to 
fcall  themfelves  Chriftians,  and  to  pretend  themfelves 
to  be  fuch  as  are  walhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?  Yes, 
they  do  this.  But  be  afhamed  and  confounded  in 
yourfelves,  you  that  remain  in  this  condition.  Yea, 
although  thou  at t  blamelcfs  in  meus  eyes,  arid  pof- 
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fibly  in  thy  owii  eyes  too,  yet  thou  mayeljt  ht  fikby 
ftill  in  the  fight  of  God,  There  is  fuch  a  generation^ 
a  multitude  of  them,  that  is  pure  in  tbeir  own  eyes^ 
and  yet  are  not  wafhedfrom  their  fiUbineJs^  Prov.  xxx. 
32.  There  are  many  moral  evil  perfons  that  are  mod 
fatisfied  with  their  own  eftate^  or  fuch  a^  have  fur- 
ther a  form  of  godlinefs/hut  their  lufts  are  not  mor- 
tified by  the  power  of  it.  Secret  pride,  and  earthli- 
nefs  of  mind,  and  vain  glory,  and  carnal  wifdom,  are 
ftill  entertained  with  pleafure  within  j  thefe  are  foul 
pollutions,  filthy  and  hateful  in  the  fight  of  God  : 
So  that  where  it  i^thus,that  fuch  guefts  are  in  peace- 
able pofleflion  of  the  heart,  there  the  blood  and  Spirit 
of  Cbrift  are  not  yet  come  ;  neither  can  there  be  this 
anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  unto  God. 

This  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  unto  Gody  as  like- 
wife  its  queftioning,  to  enable  itfelf  for  that  anfwer, 
is  touching  two  great  points,  that  are  of  chief  concern 
to  the  foul,  lis  ju/iifcation  2Lnd  fanSiification  ;  for  bap- 
tifm  is  the  feal  of  both,  and  purges  the  confcience  in 
both  refpe^Jts.  That  water,  is  the  figure  both  of  the 
blood  and  water,  the  juftifying  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
the  pure  water  of  the  fandifying  Spirit  of  Cbrift  ;  he 
takes  away  the  condemning  guiltinefs  of  fin  by  the 
one,  and  the  polluting  filthinefs  by  the  other. 

Now,  the  confcience  of  a  real  believer  inqui-ring 
within,  upon  right  difcovery,  will  make  this  anfwer 
unto  God :  "  Lord,  I  have  found  that  there  is  no- 
"  ftanding  before  thee,  for  the  foul  in  itfelf  is  over- 
"  whelmed  with  a  world  of  guiltinefs  ;  but  I  find  a 
**  blood  fprinkled  upon  it,  that  hath,  I  am  fure,  vir- 
"  tue  enough  to  purge  it  all  away,  and  to  prefent  it 
**  pure  unto  thee.  And  I  know  that  wherefoever 
"  thou  findeft  that  blood  fprinkled,  thine  anger  is 
^*  quenched  and  appeafed  immediately  upon  the  fight 
"  of  it.  Thine  hand  cannot  fmit^  where  thdt  blood 
^'  is  before  thine  eye."  And  this  the  Lord  does 
agree  to,  and  authorifes  the  confcience,.  upon  this  ae- 
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county  to  return  back  an  anfwer  of  fiifetj  and  p«acc 
to  the  Ibttl. 

So  for  the  other,  "  Lord,  I  finti  a  living  work  of 
"  holinefs  on  this  foul ;  though  there  is  yet  corrupt 
**  tion  there,  yet  it  is  as  a  continual  grief  and  Tcxa- 
"  tion,  it  is  an  implacaWe  hatred  ;  there  is  no  peace 
**  betwixt  theno,  but  continual  enmity  and  hoftiltty  : 
"  And  if  I  cannot  fay  much  of  the  jiigh  degrees  of 
**  grace,  and  faith  in  Chrift,  and  love  to  him,  and 
*•  heavenlinefs  of  mind  ;  yet  I  may  fay,  there  is  a 
**  beginning  afthefe  ;  at  leaftthis  I  moft  confidently 
*'  afBrm>  that  there  are  real  and  earneft  defires  of  the 
**  foul  after  thefe  things.  It  would  know  and  con- 
"  form  to  thy  will,  and  be  delivered  from  itfelf  and 
"  its  own  will ;  and  though  it  were  to  the  higheft 
•'  difpleafure  of  all  the  world',  it  would  gladly  walk 
"  in  all  weil-pleafing  unto  thee,"  Now,  he  that  fees 
the  truth  of  thefe  things,  knowing  it  to  be  thus,  owns 
it  as  his  own  work,  and  engages  himfelf  to  advance 
it,  and  bring  it  to  perfection. 

This  is  a  tafte  of  that  intercourfe  the  purified 
confcience  hath  with  God,  as  the  faving  fruit  of  bap- 
tifm. 

And  all  this  it  doth,  not  of  itfelf,  but  by  virtue  of 
the  refurreSlion  of  Jefus  Chrijl^  which  refers  both  ta 
the  remote  effeftj/j/'Z/ario;!,  and  the  nearer  effed,  as 
a  means  and  pledge  of  that,  the  purging  of  the  confci^ 
ence. 

By  this,  his  death,  and  the  efFufion  of  his  blood  in 
his  fufferings,  are  not  excluded,  but  are  included  in 
it :  His  refurreftion  being  the  evidence  of  all^th^t 
work  of  expiation,  both  completed  and  accepted ; 
full  payment  being  madfe  by  our  Surety  ;  and  fo  he 
fet  free,  his  freedom  is  the  caufe  and  the  affurance  of 
ours.  Therefore  the  Apoftle  St  Paul  expreffes  it  fo. 
That  be  died  for  pur  fins  y  and  rofe  for  our  rigbteouf- 
nefs  ;  and  our  Apoftfe  mews  us  the  worth  of  our  /ii;- 
ing  hope  in  this  fame  refurreftion,  chap;  i.  ver,  3. 
SUffed  be  tbt  God  and  Father  of  <mr  LordyefusCbrifl, 
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wbicb^  according  to  bis  abundant  mercy ^  baib  begdtten 
us  again  unto  a  lively  bope,  by  tbe  rejurre&iionof  Jefus 
Cbrijlfrom  tbe  dead. 

Now,  that  baptifm  doth  apply  and  feal  to  the  be- 
liever his  intereft  in  the  death  and  refurredlion  of 
Chrift,  the  Apoftle  St  Paul  teaches  to  the  full,. Rom. 
vi.  4.  We  are  buried  witb  bim,  fays  he,  by  baptifm  into 
bis  deatby  that  like  as  Cbrijl  was  raifed  up  frofa  the 
dead  by  tbe  glory  of  tbe  Faiber,  even  fo  .we  Jhould  alfo 
walk  in  newnefs  of  life.  Where  the  dipping  into  the 
waters  is  referred  to,  as  reprefenting  our  dying  with 
Chrift ;  and  the  return  thence,  as  expreffive  of  our 
riling  with  him. 

T^dly^  The  laft  thing  is,  the  refemblance  of  baptifm 
,  in  thefe  things,  with  the  faving  of  Noah  in  the  flood. 
And  it  holds  in  that  we  (poke  laft  of:  For  he  feeni« 
ed  to  have  rather  entered  into  a  grave,  as  dead,  than 
into  a  fafeguard  of  life,  in  going  into  the  ark;  yet, 
being  buried  there,  he  rofe  again,  as  it  were,  in  his 
coming  forth  to  begin  a  new  world.  The  waters  of 
the  flood  drowned  the  ungodly,  and  waflied  thern 
away,  and  their  fin  together,  as  one  infeparable  heap 
of  filthinefs  ;  and  upon  the  fame  waters  the  ark  float- 
ing, preferved  Noah.  Thus  the  waters  of  baptifm 
are  intended  as  a  deluge  to  drown  fin,  and  to  fave 
the  believer,  who  by  faith  is  fep^rated  both  from 
the  world  and  from  his  fin ;  fo  it  finks,  and  he  is 
faved. 

And  there  is,  further,  another  thing  fpecified  by 
the  Apoftle,  wherein,  though  it  be  a  little  hard,  yet 
he  chiefly  intends  the  parallel ;  the  fewnefs  of  thefe 
that  are  faved  by  both.  For  though  many  are  fprink- 
led  with  the  elemental  water  of  baptifm,  yet  few,  fo 
as  to  attain  by  it  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  to-^ 
wards  God,  and  to  live  by  participation  of  the  refur- 
redtioii  and  life  of  Chrift. 

Thou  that  feeft  the  world  perilhing  in  a  deluge  of 
wrath,  and  art  now  moft  thoughtful  for  this,  how 
thou  flxalt  efcape  it ;  fly  in  to  Chrift  as  thy  fafety, 

and 
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and  reft  fecure  there.  Thou  (halt  find  life  in  his 
death,  and  that  life  further  afcertained  to  thee  in  his 
rifing  again,  i.  There  is  fo  full  and  clear  a  title  to 
life  in  thefe  two,  that  thou  canft  chalk  nge  all  adver- 
faries  upon  this  very  ground,  as  unconquerable,  whilft 
thou  ftandeft  on  it,  and  mayeft  fpeak  thy  challenge 
in  the  Apoftle's  ftyle,  //  is  God  that  jujlifietby  whojhall 
condemn?  But  how  know  you  that  He  juftifies  ?  It  is 
Cbrijl  that  died^  yea^  rather ^  that  is  rifen^  whojitteth  at 
the  right-band'  of  God^  who  alfo  maketh  intercejjion  for 
usy  Rom.  viii,  33,  34.  It  alludes  to  that  place,  Ifa.  1. 
8.  where  Chrift  fpeak^  of  himfelf,  but  in  the  name  of 
all  that  adhere  to  him ;  He  is  near  that  juftifies  me^ 
who  is  be  that  will  contend  with  me  ?  So  that  what 
Chrift  fpeaks  there,  the  Apoftle,  with  good  reafon,  im- 
parts to  each  believer  as  in  him.  If  no  more  is  to  be 
laid  to  Chrift's  charge,  he  being  now  acquitted,  as  is 
clear  by  his  rifing  again,  then  neither  to  thine^  who 
art  clothed  with  him,  and  one  with  him. 

This  is  the  grand  anfwer  of  a  good  confciencc ; 
and,  in  point  of  jullifying  them  before  God,  there  can 
be  no  anfwer  but  this.  What  have  any  to  fay  to 
thee  ?  thy  debt  is  paid  by  Him  that  undertook  it, 
and  he  is  free.  Anfwer  all  accufations  with  this, 
Chrijt  is  rifen. 

And  then,  for  the  mortifying  of  fin,  and  ftrength- 
ening  of  thy  graces,  look  daily  on  that  death  and  re- 
furreiftion :  Study  them,  fet  thine  eye  upon  them, 
till  thy  heart  take  on  the  impreffion  of  them  by  much 
fpiritual  and  affedionate  looking  on  them  ;  beholding 
the  glory  of  thy  Lord  Chrift,  then  be  transformed  into 
ity  2  Cor.  iii.  x&.  It  is  not  only  a  moral  pattern  or 
copy,  biit  an  efiedual  caufe  of  thy  fandification,  hav- 
ing real  influence  into  thy  foul ;  dead  with  him, 
and  again  alive  with  him.  Oh  !  happinefs  and  dig- 
nity unfpeakable,  to  have  this  life  known  and  cleared 
to  your  fouls  !  If  it  were,  how  would  it  make  you 
live  above  the  world,  and  all  the  vain  hopes  and 
fears  of  this  wretched  life,  and  the^  fears  of  death 
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itfelf  i  Tea,  it  would- make  that  vifage  of  death, 
which  to  the  world  is  moft  affrightful,  moil  lovely 
to  thee. 

It  is  the  Apoftle^'s  maxim,  that  the  carnal  mind  is 
enmity  againjl  God  ;  and  as  it  is  univerfally  true  of 
every  carnal  miiiidy  fo  of  all  the  motions  and  thoughts 
of  it,  even  where  it  leems  to  agree  with  God,  yet  it . 
is  ftill  contrary  ;  if  it  acknowledge  and'  conform  to 
his  ordinances,  yet,  even  in  fo  doing,  it  is  in  direct 
oppodte  terms  to  him,  particularly  in  this,  that  which 
he  efleems  mod  in  them,  the  carnal  mind  makes  lead 
account  of.  He  chiefly  eyes  and  values  the  infide  ; 
the  natural  man  dwells  and  reds  in  the  {hell  ^nd  Cu- 
perficies  of  them.  God,  according  to  his  fpiritual 
nature,  looks  moft  on  the  more  fpiritual  part  of  his 
worfhip  and  worfliippers.  The  carnal  mind  is  in 
this,  juft  like  itleif  altogether,  for  the  feofiblc  exter- 
nal part,  and  unable  to  look  beyond  it.  Therefore 
the  Apoftle  here,  having  taken  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
baptifm,  in  terms  that  contain  a  parallel  and  refem- 
blance  between  it  and  the  flood,  is  exprefs  in  cbrrec- 
ting  this  miftake.  It  is  not,  fays  he,  in  putting  away 
tbe  Jiltb  of  the  fltjby  but  the  anjvoer  of  a  good  con-- 
faience. 

Were  it  poflible  to  perfuade  you,  I  would  recom- 
mend one  thing  to  you  ;  learn  to  look  on  the  ordi- 
nances of  God  fuitably  to  their  natures,  fpiritually, 
and  inquire  after  the  fpiritual  eflfed  and  working  of 
them  upon  your  confciences.  We  would  willingly 
have,  all  religion  reduced  to  externals.  This  is  our. 
natural  choice,  and  we  would  pay  all  in  this  coin,  as 
cheaper  and  eafier  by  far,  and  would  compound  for 
the  fpiritual  parc^  rather  to  add  and  give  more  ex- 
ternal performance  and  ceremony.  Hence  the  na- 
tural complacency  of  Popery,  which  is  all  for  this 
fervice  of  the  flefti  and  body-fervices ;  and  to  thofe 
prefcribed  of  God,  all  deal  fo  liberally  with  him  in 
that  kind,  as  lo  add  more,  and  frame  new  devices  and 
rites ;  what  you  will  in  this  kind,  fprinklings,  and 

wafhings. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC    ' 


VER.  ax.]         TH2  FIRST  XPISTLS  OF  P£T£I(.  121 

walhings,  and  anointings,  and/  incenfe  :  But  whither  . 
tends  all  this?  Is  it  not  a  grofs  miftake  of  God  to 
think  him  thus  pleafed  ;  or,  is  it  not  a  dired  affront, 
knowing  that  he  is  not  pleafed  with  thefe,  but  de- 
fires  another  thing,  to  thruft  that  upon  him  that  he 
cares  not  for,  and  refufe  him  what  he  calls  for  ?  that 
fingle  humble  heart-worfhip  and  walking  with  him, 
that  purity  of  fpirit  and  confdience  that  he  only 
prizes,  and  no  outward  fervice,  but  for  thefe ;  as  they 
tend  to  this  end  and  do  attain  it  ?  Give  me,  fays  he, 
nothing,  if  you  give  not  this.  Oh  !  faith  the  carnal 
mind,  any  thing  but  this  thou  (halt  have.  As  many 
walhings  and  offerings  as  thou  wilt,  thoufands  of 
rams^  and  ten  tboufand  rivers  of  oil;  yea,  rather  than  ^ 
fail,  let  the  fruit  of  my  body  go  for  the  Jin  of  my  foul, 
Micah  vi,  6.  Thus  we  ;  will  the  outward  ufe  of  word 
and  facraments  do  it?  then  all  fhall  be  well ;  baptized 
we  are ;  and  fhall  I  hear  much  and  communicate  often^, 
if  I  can  reach  it  ?  Shall  1  be  exadt  in  point  of  family 
worfliip  ;  fhall  I  prdy  in  fecret  ?  all  this  I  do,  or  at  lea(t 
I  now  promife.  Ay,  but  when  all  that  is  done,  there 
is  yet  one  thing  may,  be  wanting,  and  if  it  be  fo,  all 
that  amounts  to  nothing.  Is  thy  confcience  purged 
and  made  good  by  all  thefe  ;  or  art  thou  feeking  and 
aiming  at  this,  by  thq  ufe  of  all  means?  then  certain* 
ly  thou  fhalt  find  life  in  them.  But,  does  thy  heart 
ilill  remain,  uncleanfed  from  the  old  ways,  not  puri- 
fied from  the  pollutions  of  the  world?  Do  thy  beloved 
fins  (till  lodge  with  thee,  and  keep  poffefiion  of  thy 
heart  ?  then  art  thou  flill  a  ftranger  to  Chrift,  and 
an  enemy  to  God.  The  word  and  feals  of  life  are 
dead  to  thee,  and  thou  art  flill  dead  in  the  ufe  of 
them  all.  Know  you  not,  that  many  have  made 
fhip wreck  upon  the  very  rock  of  falvation  ?  That  many 
which  were  baptifed  as  well  as  you,  and  as  conflant  at- 
tendants on  all  the  worfhip  and  ordinances  of  God  as 
you,  yet  remained  without  Chrifl,  and  died  in  their- 
fins,  and  are  now  pafl  recovery  ?  Oh  I  that  you  would 
be  warned  !  There  are  ftill  multitudes  running  j?ead- 
Vot.  II.  Q^  long  . 
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long  that  fame  coorfe,  tending  to  deftrudion,  throagh 
the  midft  of  all  the  means  of  falvadon  ;  the  faddeft 
way  of  all  to  it,  through  word  and  facraments,  and 
all  heavenlj  ordinances,  to  be  walking  hell-wards* 
Chriftians  and  yet  no  Chrillians ;  baptized  and  yet  on* 
baptized  ;  as  the  Prophet  takes  in  the  profane  mui* 
titude  of  God^s  own  people  with  the  nations,  Jen  ix* 
"16.  Egypt^  and  Judah^  and  Edom\  all  tbefe  nations 
are  uncircumcifed :  and  the  worft  came  laft,  and  all  tit 
boufe  of  Ifrael  art  uncircumcifed  in  the  heart.  Thus, 
are  the  mod  of  us  unbaptized  in  the  heart ;.  and  as 
this  is  the  way  of  perfonal  deftrudion,  fo  it  is  that, 
as  the  Prophet  there  declares,  that  brings  upon  the 
Church  fo  many  public  judgments :  And,  as  the 
Apoftle  tells  the  Corinthians,  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  that  lor 
the  abufe  of  the  Lord*s  table,  many  were  Jick^ 
and  many  flept^  certainly  our  abufe  of  the  holy 
things  of  God,  and  want  of  their  proper  fpiritu^ 
fruits,  are  adiongft  the  prime  fins  of  this  land,  foe 
which  fo  many  flaki  have  fallen  in  the  fields 
by  the  fword,  and  in  the  ftreets  by  peftilence ;  and 
more  are  likely  yet  to  fall,  if  we  thus  continue 
to  provoke  the  Lord  to  hid  face.  For,  it  is  the 
moft  avowed  diredl  affront  to  profane  his  holy 
things;  and  thus  we  do  while  we  anfwer  not 
their  proper  end,  and  are  not  inwardly  fandlified  by 
them.  We  have  no  other  word,  nor  other  facraments^ 
to  recommend  to  you,  than  thefe  that  you  -have  ufed 
fo  long  to  no  purpofe  ;  only  we  would  call  you  from 
the  dead  forms,  to  feek  the  living  power  of  them, 
that  you  perilh  not. 

You  think  the  renouncing  of  baptifm  a  horrible 
word,  and  that  we  would  fp6ak  only  fo  of  witches  ;- 
yet  it  is  a  common  guiltineis  that  cleaves  to  all*  who 
ipcnounce  not  the  filthy  lufts,  and  the  felf-will  of 
their  own  hearts  ;  for  baptifm  carries  in  it  a  renoun- 
cing of  thefe  J  and  fo  the  cleaving  unto  th^fe  is  a  re^ 
nouncing  of  it.  Oh  !  we  all  -were  fealed  for  God  in 
baptifm;  but  who  lives  fo ?  How  few  have  the  im- 

^  pjfeffion 
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pfeffipn  of  it  ^  the  eonfcience,  and  the  expveffion  of 
it  io  tke  walk  and  fruit  of  their  life !  We  dor  not, 
as  clean  walhed  perfons,  abhor  and  fly  all  pollutionsit 
aUfeUow/btp  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs^ 
£ph.  Y.  II. 

We  have  been  a  long  time  hearers  of  the  Gofpelj^ 
whereof  baptifm  is  the  fealy  and  mod  of  us  often  at 
the  I^ord's  tabie.  What  hath  all  this  done  upon  us  ? 
^!SSL  within :  Are  your  hearts  changed  ?  Is  there  a  new 
creation  there  I  Where  is  that  fpiritual  mindednefs  ? 
Are  your  hear^ts  dead  to  the  world  and  fiiii  and  aliv^ 
to  God  ;  j'pw  cotifi:ienc^s  purged  from  dead  '^orks  ? 

What  mean  you  ;  Is  not  this  the  end  of  all  the  or- 
dinanceSy  to  make  all  clean,  and  to  renew  and  make 
good  the  confcience  ?  *to  bring  the  foul  ^nd  your 
Lord  into  a  happy  amity,  and  a  good  correfpondence, 
that  it  may  not  only  be  in  fpeaking  terms  but  often 
ipeak  and  converfe  with  him  ?  may  have  liberty  both 
to  demand  and  aofwer,  as  the  original  word  implies  ? 
That  it  naay  fpeak  the  language  of  farth  and  humhh? 
obedience  unto  God  ;  and  be  may  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  peace  to  it;  and  both,  the  language  of  the 
Lord  each  to  other  ?^  ' 

That  confcience  alone  is  gopd,  that  is  much  bufied 
in  this  work;  in  demanding  and  anfwering;  that 
(peaks  much  with  itfelf,  and  with  God  :  This  is  both 
the  figa  that  it  is  good,  and  the  means  to  make  it  bet- 
ter. That  foul  will  doubtlefs  be  very  wary  in  its  walk, 
that  takes  daily  account  of  itfelf,  and  renders  up  that 
account  unto  God.  It  will  not  live  by  guefs,  but  na* 
turally  examine  each  ftep  beforehand,  becaufe  it  is 
refolved  to  examine  all  after;  will  confider  well  what 
it  (hould  do,  becaufe  it  means  to  a(k  over  again  what 
it  hath  done ;  and  not  only  to  anfwer  itfelf,  but  to  ' 
make  a  faithful  report  of  all  unto  God ;  to  lay  all 
before  him,  continually  upon  trial  made  ;  to  tell  him 
what  is  in  any  meafore  well  done  as  his  own  workt 
and  blefs  him  for  that,  and  tell  him,  too,  all  the  flips 
and  mifcarriages  of  the  day,  as  our  own ;  complaining 
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of  ourfelvcs  in  his  prefenpe,  and  ftill  entreating  free 
pardon,  and  more  wifdotn  to  walk  more  hblily  and 
exactly  ;  and  gaining,  even  by  our  failings,  more  hu- 
mility and  more  watchfulnefs. 

If  you  would  have  your  confciences  anfwer  well, 
they  muft  inquire  and  queftion  much  beforehand. 
Whether  is  this,  I  purpofeand  go  about,  agreeable  to 
mv  Lord's  will  ?  Will  it  pleafe  him  ?  Alk  that  more, 
and  regard  that  more,  than  this  that  the  moft  follow  ; 
will  it  pleafe  or  profit  myfelf  ?  fits  that  my  own  hu- 
mour? And  examine  not  only  the  bulk  and  fub- 
ftance  of  thy  ways  and  actions,  but  th6  manner  of 
them,  how  thy  heart  is  fet :  So  think  it  nbt  enough  to 
go  to  church,  or  to  pray,  but  take  heed  how  ye  hear  ; 
confider  how  pure  He  is,  and  how  piercing  His  eye,^ 
whom  thou  ferveft. 

Then,  again,  refleft  afterwards ;  think  it  not  enough 
I  was  praying,  or  hearing,  or  reading,  it  was  a  good 
work,  what  need  I  queftion  it  further  ?  No,_  but  be 
ftlU  refleding,  and  afking  how  it  was  done;  how  I 
have  heard,  how  I  have  prayed 4^  .  Was  my  heart 
humbled,  by  the  difcoveries  of  fin,  from  the  word  ? 
Was  it  refrefhed  with  the  promifes  of  grace  ?  Did  it 
lie  level  under  the  word,  to  receive  the  ftamp  of  it  ? 
Was  it  in  prayer  fet  and  kept  in  a  holy  bent  towards 
God?  Did  it  breathe  forth  real  and  earneft  defires 
into  his  ear,  or  was  it  remifs,  and  roving,  and  dead  in 
the  fervice  ?  So,  in  my  fociety  with  others,  in  fuch  and 
fuch  company,  what  was  fpent  of  my  tin^e,  and  how 
did  I  employ  it  ?  Did  I  feek  to  honour  my  Lord,  and  to 
edify  my  brethren,  by  my  carriage  and  fpeeches  ; 
or  did  the  time  run  out  in  trifling  vain  difcourfe  ? 
when  alone,  what  is  the  carriage  and  walk  of  my 
heart  ?  where  it  hath  moft;  liberty  to  move  in  its 
oWn  pace,  is  it  delighted  in  converfe  with  God  ?  Are 
the  thoughts  of  heavenly  things  frequent  and  fweet 
to  it ;  or  does  it  run  after  the  earth  and  the  delights 
of  it,  fpinning  out  itfelf  in  impertinent  vain  contri- 
tanpes?       - 

Th^ 
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The  negledl  of  fuch  inquiries  is  that  which  enter- 
tains  and  increafes  the  impurity  of  the  foul,  fo  that 
men  are  afraid  to  look  into  tbemfelves,  and  to  look 
up  to  God.  But  oh  !  what  a  fodlifh  courfe  is  thiSp 
to  fhift  off  that  which  cannot  be  avoided  !  in  the  end 
anfwer  muft  be  made  to  that  All- feeing  Judge  with 
whom  we  have  to  do,  and  to  whom  we  owe  our  ac* 
compts. 

And,  truly,  it  (hould  be  ferioufly  confidered,  what 
makes  this  good  confeience,  that  makes  an  accept- 
able anfwer  unto  God.  That  appears  by  the  oppo- 
fition,  noi  tbe  putting  away  tbejiltb  qftbejle/b;  then 
it  is  the  putting  away  oi foul-JUtbinefs  ;  fo  then  it  is 
the  renewing  and  purifying  of  the  confcience  that 
makes  it  good»  pure  and  peaceable.  In  the  purifying 
it  may  be  troubled,  which  is  but  the  ftirring  in  clean- 
ing of  it,  which  makes  more  quiet  in  the  end,  as 
phyfic,  or  the  lancing  of  a  fore ;  and.  after  it  is  in 
fome  meafure  cleanfed,  it  may  have  fits  of  trouble, 
which  yet  ftiil  add  further  purity  and  further  peace : 
So  there  is  no  hazard  in  that  work ;  but  all  the  mifery 
is,  a  dead  fecucity  of  the  confcience  remaining  filthy, 
and  yet  unftirred ;  or,  after  fome  ftirring  or  prick- 
ing, as  a  wound  not  thoroughly  cured,  fkinned  over, 
which  will  but  br^ed  more  vexation  in  the  end ;  it 
will  fefter  and  grow  more  difficult  to  be  cured ;  and 
if  it  be  cured,  it  muft  be  by  deeper  cutting  and  more 
pain,  than  if  at  firft  it  had  endured  a  thorough  fearch. 

O,  my  brethren  !  take  heed  of  fleeping  unto  death 
in  carnal  eafe.  Refolve  to  take  no  reft,  till  you  be 
in  the  element  and  place  of  foul  reft,  where  folid  reft 
indeed  is.  Reft  not  till  you  be  with  Chrift  ;  though 
all  the  world  ihould  offer  their  beft,  turn  them  by 
with  difdain  ;  if  they  will  not  be  turned  by,  throw 
them  down,  and  go  over  them,  and  trample  upon 
them.  **  You  have  no  reft  to  give  me  ;  nor  will  I 
**  take  any  at  your  hands,  nor  from  any  creature. 
•*  There  is  no  reft  for  me  till  I  be  under  his  fliadow, 
**  who  endured  fo  much  trouble  to  purchafe  my  reft ; 
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'*  and  whom  liaving  fonnd,  I  nay.  &  down  quiet  and 
**  fatisfied ;  and  when  the  men  of  the  world  make 
**  boaft  of  the  higbeft  contents,  I  will  outvy  them  all 
^*  with  this  one  word.  My  Bebved  is  minc^  and  I  am 
^  bis.  Cant.  ii.  i6." 

The  anfwer  of  a  good  confcimce  toward  GodJ}  The 
confcience  of  man  is  never  right  at  peace  in  it&lf^ 
till  it  be  rightly  perfuaded  of  peace  with  God; 
wiiich^  while  it  remains  filthy,  it  cannot  be  ;  for  be  is 
bofyf  and  iniquity  cannot  dwell  wiib  Urn :  What  com^ 
tnunion  betwixt  ligbt  and  darknefs?  2  Cor.  vL  14.;  fo 
then  the  confcience  muft  be  cleanfed  ere  it  can  look 
upon  God  with  afTurance  and  peace.  This  clean* 
fing  b  (acramentally  performed  by  baptifin,  effisdu* 
ally  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl:  and  the  blood  of  Chrift  ; 
and  he  lives  to  impart  both :  Therefore  here  is  men"* 
tioned  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  as  that  by  vir- 
tue whereof  we  are  aflbred  of  this  purging  and  peace. 
Then  can  it,  in  fome  meafure,.  with  confidence  an- 
fwer, **  Lord,  though  polluted  by  former  fins,  and 
**  by  fin  dill  dwelling  in  me,  yet  tfaoii  feeil  that  my 
^*  defires  are  to  be  daily  more  like  my  Savioiir ;  I 
•*  would  have  more  love  and  zeal  for  thee,  more 
*•  hatred  of  fin,  that  can  anfwer  with  St  Peter,  when 
^*  he  was  pofed^  Love/l  tbou  me  ?  Lord,  I  appeal  to 
**  thine  own  eye>  who  fceft  my  heart;  Lord,  tbou 
**  knoweft  that  I  love  tbee,  John  xxi.  15.  ^^  leaii  I  de* 
**  fire  to  love  thee,  and  to  defire  thee,  and  that  is 
'*•  love.  Willingly  would  I  do  thee  more  furtable 
•*  fervice,  and  hooour  thy  name  more ;  and  1  do  fin-. 
**  cerely  defire  more  grace  for  this,  that  thou  mayeft 
/*  liave'more  glory;  and  I  entreat  the  light  of  thy 
^'  countenance  for  this  end,  that,  by  feeing  it,  my 
♦*  heart  may  be  more  weaned  from  the  world,  and 
•*  knit  unto  thyfelf,"  Thus  it  anfwers  totiching  its 
inward  frame,  and  the  work  of  bolinefs  by  the  Spirit 
of  holinefs  dwelling  in  it.  But  to  anfwer  juftice, 
touching  the  point  of  guilt,  it  flies  to  the  blood  of 
Sprinkling^  fetdies  all  its  azkwers  thence,  turns  over 

the 
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the  matter  upon  it,  and  that  blood  aofwers  for  it ; 
fat  it  doth  fpeak,  and  Jpeaks  better  things  than  the 
hloodi^  Abelf  Heb.  xi«  24. ;  fpeaks  full  payment  of  all 
that  can  be  exaded  from  the  finner ;  and  that  is  a 
fufficient  anfwer. 

The  confcience  is  then,  in  this  pointy  made  Tpeech*- 
lefs  at  once ;  driven  to  a  nonplus  in  itfelf ;  hath  from 
itfelf  no  anfwer  to  make  ;  but  then  it  turns  about  to 
Chrift,  and  finds  what  to  fay,  **  Lord  there  is  indeed 
*•  in  me  nothing  but  guiltinefs ;  I  have  deferved 
"  death,  but  I  have  fled  in  to  the  city  of  refuge, 
^'  which  thou  haft  appointed;  there  I  refolve  to 
"  abide,  to  live  and  die  there-  If  juftice  purfue  me, 
'^  it  (hall  find  me  there :  I  take  fanduary  in  Jefus, 
**  My  arreft  laid  i^pon  me  will  light  upon  him,  and  ' 
*'  he  hath  wherewithal  to  anfwer  it.  He  can 
^'  ftmigbtway  declare  he  hath  paid  all,  and  can 
'^  make  it  good ;  hath  the  acquittance  to  fhew  ;  yea^ 
^^  his  own.  liberty  is  a  real  fign  of  it.  He  was  in 
*^  prifoo,  aiHl  is  let  free,  which  declares  that  all  i« 
**  fatisfied/'  Therefore  the  anfwer  here,  rifcs  out  of 
the  re/urreSlion  ^  Je/us  Cbrijl. 

And  in  this  very  iMmg  lies  our  peace  and  way,  and 
all  oar  happinefs :  Oh  !  it  is  worth  your  time  aod 
pains  to  try  your  intereft  in  this  j  it  is  the  only  thing 
worthy  your  higbeft  diligence.  But  the  moft  are  out 
of  their  wits,  running  like  a  number  of  diftra<9:ed 
perfons,  and  ftill  in  a  deal  of  buiinefs,  but  to  what 
end  they  know  not.  You  are  unwilling  to  be  de- 
ceived in  thofe  thi^ogs  that  at  their  heft  and  fureft 
do  but  deceive  you  when  all  is  done  ;  but  are  coi9k 
tent  to  be  deceived  in  that  which  is  your  great,  con- 
cernment. You  are  your  own  deceivers  in  it ;  glad** 
ly  gulled  with  fh^dows  of  faith  and  repentance,  falle 
touches  of  forrow,  and  falfe  fiafhes  of  joy,  and  are 
not  careful  to  have  your  fouls  really  unbottomed 
firom  themfelves,  and  built  upon  Chrift ;  to  have  hinpi 
your  trejaiiUre,  your  righteoufnefs,  your  all,  and  to  * 
have  hitn  iyour  anfwer  untp  God  your  f  a,tber«    fiut 

if 
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if  you  will  yet  he  advifed,  let  go  all,  to  lay  hold  on 
him  ;  lay  your  fouls  on  him,  and  leave  him  not ;  he 
is  a  tried  foundatibn  Jlone^  and  be  tbat.trujls  on  bim 
Jhall  not  be  confounded^  Ifa.  xxviii.  i6.  i  Pet.  ii.  6. 

Ver.  22.  Wbo  is  gone  into  beavin^  and  is  on  tbe  right 
band  of  God;  angels,  and  autborities,  and  powers, 
being  made  fubjeSi  unto  bim. 

THIS  is  added  on  piirpofe  to  fhew  us  further 
what  he  is,  how  high  and  glorious  a  Saviour 
we  have.  •  , 

We  have  here  four  points  or  fteps  of  the  exaltation 
of  Chrift  :  i.  Refurreftion  from  the  dead.  2.  Afcen- 
fion  into  heaven.  3.  Sitting  at  the  right  hand  of 
God.  4^  In  that  pofture,  his  royal  authority  over 
the  angels.  The  particulars  are  clear  in  themfelves. 
Of  the  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  you  are  not 
ignorant  that  it  is  a  borrowed  expreflion,  drawn  from 
earth  to  heaven,  to  bring  down  fome  notion  of  heaven 
to  us ;  to  fignify  to  us  in  our  language,  fuitably  to 
our  cuftoms,  the  fupreme  dignity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  God 
and  man,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  his 
xnatchlefs  nearnefs  unto  his  Father,  and  the  fove- 
reignty  given  him  over  heaven  and  earth.  And  that 
.  of  the  fubjedion  of  angels,  is  but  a  more  particular 
fpecifying  of  that  his  dignity  and  pbwer,  as  enthron- 
ed at  the  Father's  right  hand,  they  being  th^  moft 
elevated  and  glorious  creatures  ;  fo  that  his  authority 
over  all  the  world  is  implied  in  that  fubjedion  of 
the  higheft  and  nobleft  part  of  it :  His  vidory  and 
triumph  over  the  angels  of  darknefs,  is  an  evidence 
of  his  invincible  power  and  greatnefs,  and, matter  of 
comfort  to  his  faints ;  but  this  which  we  read  of  here 
is  his  fupremacy  over  the  glorious  elcd  angels. 

That  there  is  amongft  them  priority  we  find ;  that 
^here  is  a  comely  order  in  their  differences  cannot 
be  doubted :  But  to  marihal  their  degrees  and  fta- 
tions  above,  is  a  point,  not  only  of  vain  >  fruitlefs  cu- 

riofity^ 
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nofity,  but  of  pref^mptuous  intrufioh,  ^hethel*  thefe 
are  n^mes  of  their  different  particular  dignities,  or 
only  different  names  of  tlieir  general  excellency  and 
power,  i^s  X  think  it  cannot  be  certainly  welldeter- 
mihed,  fb.it  imports  us  not  to  determine;  only  this 
We  fenoV,  arid  are  particularly  taught  from  this  place^ 
that  whatfoever  is  their  common  dignity,  both  in 
names  arid  diffetencds,  they  are  all  fubjed  to  our  glo- 
riojop  Hedd,  Chrift.  , 

what  confirmation  they  have  in  their  c/late  by 
hiris^  (tbbugh  pioufly  afferted  by  divines),  i's/iipt  kj 
irifalifbly  ckiar  from  thcr  allegied  fcriptur^Si'^ which 
xnay  bear  another  fenfe.  But  this  is  certain,  that  he 
is  their .Kingi  and  they  acknowledge  him  to  be  fo^ 
and  do  iriceflantly  a'dipite  and  adore  him.  .  They  re- 
joice in  his  glory,  arid  in  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
mankind  through  him  ;  they  yield  him  moft  cheer- 
ful obedience,  and  ferve  him  readily  in  the  good  of 
bis  Churchy  and  each  particular ^believer^  as  he  de- 
putes arid  employs  therix. 

Whicli  is  the  thing  here  intended,  having  in  it 
thefe  two,  his  dignity  above  them,  a^d  his  ^uthoirjty 
over  them.  i.  His  fuperior  dignity  j  that  even  that 
nature  which  he  ftoopt  below  them  to  take  on,  he  hath 
<;arried  up  and  raifed  above  thcih  j  the  very  earth,  tTi^ 
iieihpf.mari  exaUe4  iri  his  perfon  above  all  thofe 
heavenly  .fpirits,  who  are  of  fb  exceHerit.  and  pure 
a  being  in  their  .pature,  and  from  the  beginnipg  of 
tl^e  world,  havQ  bee,n  clothed  with  fo  irapicenaerit 
^tory,.  '  The:|;eij  affures  iis< ,  that  a;  parcel  of.,  clay  is 
made  fo  bright,,and'fetTo'I^^^  as  jto  out^lilne  tbi^lli 
birigl^t  flami*a9*;fpiHtSj  thefe \ftars  of  the' mqiniri^', 
Aatilefl\.b(Bingj  united  to  tlie.i'Qunnain  of;  X«igR^  the  • 
1)Wed  D'^t;^' |ri-tW  pci-fo^  of  the.  ^on.  .  .  '  J  ; . 
,  In  ^coming;  t9.fe;^ch  and'  put  on  thi$]g'ai:m'qrit,  jie 
made'hlriilelf /owVr  fjian'tbe  fin^els.;  .hut  ca,rrjy|ng,tit 
w;th  jhic^ia't  ^is  Ti^turh  to  his  eternalthrqpe,  acid  (it- 
tinjg  down  witlx  it  there,  it  is  high  above  thcixi,  as 
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the  Apoftle  teaches  excellently  and  amply,  Heb.  i.  2. 
To  which  of  them /aid  he^  Sit  on  my  right  band? 

This  they  look  upon  with  perpetual  wonder,  but 
not  with  envy  nor  repining :  No,  amongft  all  their 
eyes,  no  fuch  eye  is  to  be  fouiftd  j  yea,  they  rejoice 
ill  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  in  this  defign,  and  his^ 
infinite  love  to  poor  loft  mankind.  It  is  wonderful 
Indeed  to  fee  hijii  filling  the  room  of  their  fallen 
brethren  with  new  guelts  front  earth ;  yea,  fuch  as 
are  born  heirs  of  hell ;  not  only  that  finM  man 
ihould  thus  be  raifed,to  a  participation  of  glory  with 
them  who  are  fpotlefs,  finlefs  fpirits,  but  that  their 
flelh,  in  their  Redeemer,  fliould.be  dignified  with  a 
glory  fo  far  beyond  them.  This  is  that  myftery  they 
0re  interit  in  looking  arid  prying,  into,  and  cannot, 
not  ever  fhall/fee  the  bottom  of  it;  for  it  hath  no 
bottom.       ' 

2.  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  only  exalted  above  the  an- 
gels in  abfolute  dignity,  but  in  relative  authority  over 
them.  He  is  made  Captain  over  thofe  heavenly 
bands;  they  are  all  under  hi$  command,  for  all  fer* 
vices  wherein  it  pleafes  him  •  to  employ  them;  and 
the  great  etoployment  he  hath,  is  the  attending  on 
his  Church,  and  particular  eledl  om^-^Are  they  not 
all  minijlring  fpirits^  Jent  forth ^  to  minifler  to  them 
that  Jball  ht  beits  of~fdh)(itiont  Heb.  \.ult.  Yhey 
are  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  in  him,  and,  at  his  ap- 
pointment, the  fcrvdnts  of  every  believer ;  and  arc 
mariy  Ways  ferviceable  and  ufeftil  for. their *'good, 
which  truly  we  dp  ndt  duly  confider.'  Therfe  is  fio 
danger  of  ov^jrvahiing  them,  a'nd  ihclining  to  wor-» 
Ihip  them  upon  this  conftderation  ; '  yea,  if  We  take 
it  right,'  it  will  rather  take  off"'  froih  that.  The  an- 
gel judged  his  ^rgun\ent  ftrorrg  enough  to  St  John 
againft  that,  that  he  was  hut  his  filloivJbn)ant,  Rev. 
xix.  Id.  But  this  is  more,  that  th^y  are  fervants  to 
118,  although  not  therefore  inferior,  it  beifig  art  hofto- 
.  rkry  fetvice,  yet  certainly  inferior  to  oiif  Head,  and 

•'\-        ^       '  •         •  ••'     ^'y^^^r  fo 
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fo  to  his  myilical  body,  taken  in  that  notion  as  a  part 
of  him.  . 

Reflexion  i.  The  height  of  this  our  Saviour's  glory- 
will  appear  the  more,  if  we  refleft  on  the  defcent 
by  which  be  afcended  to  it.  Oh !  how  low  did  we 
bring  down  fo  high  a  Majefty,  into  the  pit  wherein 
we  had  fallen,  by  climbing  to  be  higher  than  be  had 
fet  us*  It  was  high  indeed,  as  we  were  fallen  fo 
low,  and  yet  he^  againft  whom  it  was  committed, 
came  down  to  help  us  up  again,  and  iq  take  iiold  of 
us,  took  us  on  ;  ib  the  word  is,  nr^XAfk^anron^  Heb.  ii. 
J 6. ;  he  took  not  bold  of  the  angeh;  let  them  go ;  hath 
left  them  to  die  for  ever  :  But  he  took  bold  ^  the  feed 
of  Ahrabanit  and  took  on  him  indeed  their  flefh, 
'  dwelling  amongft  us,  and  In  a  mean  part;  emptied 
hitnfelf  ixnmg^  Phil.  ii.  7.  and  became  of  no  repute  ; 
and  further,  after  he  defcended  to  the- earth,  and  iti* 
to  our  flefb,  in  it  he  became  obedient  to  death  upon 
the  crofs,  ver,  8,  and  defcended  into  the  grave ;  and 
by  thefe  fteps,  wa^  walking  towards  that  glory  where- 
in be  now  is ;  be  abdfed  bimjelf  wherefore,  lays  the 
Apoftle,  Gqd  bath  highly  exalted  him^  ver.  6.  Sp  he 
Jiimfelf,  l.uke  xxiv,  %6,  Ought  not  Chtifl  firfl  tofuf^  , 
fer  thefe  things^  and  fa  enter  into  his  glory  ?  Now  this 
indeed  it  is  pertinent  to  confider,  and  the  Apoftle  is 
here  upon  the  point  oi  ChrifVs  fufferitig.  That  is  his 
theme;  and  therefore  be  is  fo  particular  in  the  ^cend- 
ing  of  Chrift  to  his  glory.  Who,  of  thofe  that  would 
come  thither,  will  refufe  to  follow  him  in  the  way 
where  he  led  ?  He  is  «f x*y'^>  ^*^  leader  qf  our  faith, 
Hebu  xii.  t^.  And  who  of  thofe  that  follow  him,  will 
not  love  and  delight  to  follow  him  through  any  way, 
the  Iqweft  and  darkeft  ?  H  1^  excellent  and  fare,  and 
then  it  ends  you  fee  where. 

2.  Think  not  fti-ang^  of  the  Lord^s  method  with 

.  bis  Church,  bringing  her  to  fo  low  and  defperate  ^ 

poiiure  many  tim^s.    Can  fhe  be*in  a  condition  more 

le^iningly  defperate  than  vi^as  her  Head  ?  not  only  ixi 

ignominious  fuflferings,  but  dead  and  laid  in  the 

grave^ 
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grave,  and  the  ftone  rolled  to  it  an^  fealed^  ^9^.^^ 
made  AlW  ?  and  yet  he  arofe  and  afcended,  arid  now 
fits  ,in  .glory,  and  (hall  fit  till  all  bis  enemi^s^ecome 
his 'foot]to^6l  Do  not  fea/fof  hira,  tliat  they  fhall 
overtop,  yea,  or  be  able  to  reach  him,  whp  i$  e^alte^ 
higher  than  the  heavens ;  q^ither  be  afnaid  for  his 
Church,  wbicb  is  bis  body^  and,  if  her  Head  be  fafe 
and  alive,  cannot  but  partake  of  faflpty  and  life  with 
him.  Though  (he  were,  to  light;  dead  and  laid  in  tlie 
^rave,  yet  fliall  (he  rife  thence,  and  be  inore  glorious 
than  before,  Ifa.  xxvi.  19. ;  abd  ftillthe  deeper  her 
diftrefs  be;  (hall  rife  the  higher  in  the  day  of  deli^ 
Verance.  ,        '  .      '    ' 

'  Thus,  in  his  dealing  ^yith  a(  (bul,  obferve  the  Lord's 
inethod ;  think  it  not  ftrange  that  he  brings  a  foul 
low,  very  low,,  which  be  means  t6.  comfort  and  exalt 
Very  high  irt  grace  an4  glory;  that  he  leads  it  by 
helj-jgates  to  heaven ;  that  it  hfi  at  that  point,  M^ 
pod^'  my  Godf.why  bajl  thou  for Jaken  me?  Was  not 
the  Head  put  to  ufe  that  word,,  and  fo  to  fpea^t  it,  a^ 
the  head  fpeaks  for  the  body,  feafoning  it  for  hb 
members,  and  fweetening  that  bitter  cup  by  his  owp 
drinking  of  it  ?  Oh!  what  a  hard  condition  may  a 
foul  be  brought  unto,  and  put'  to  think,  Can  He  tovc 
me  J  and  intend  mercy  for  me^  that  leaves  me  to  this  f» 
Apd  yet,  in  all,  the  Lord  is  preparing  it  thus  for  com- 
fort and  bleflTedncfs. 

.  ,  3.  Turn  your  thoughts  more  frequently  to  this , 
excellent  fubje.dJ,  the  glorious  high  eftate  of  oi;ir  ^r^f/ar^ 
lligb.PrieJl.  The  angels  admire  this  myftery,  and 
ve  flight  it ;  they  rejoice  in  it,  and  we,  whom  it  cer- 
tainly more  nearly  concerns,  ar^c  not  moved  with  it  j 
we  do  not  draw  that  comfort  and  that  inftruftioa 
from  it,  which  it  would  pfentlfuHy  afford,  if  it  were 
fought  after  :  It  comforts  us  agdnft  all  troubles  and 
fears.  Is  He  nQt  on  high  who  Wh  undertaken  for 
us?  doth  any  thing  befjil  tiis,  but  it  is  paft  firft  ii^ 
heaven?  and,(itjjU  anything  paft  there  to.  our  pre- 
^Vidic?  or  damage?  He  (its  there,  and  lli  upon  tf\e 

•  coun^t 
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council  of  ?\\^wbo  hatb  lo^ed  us^  apdgivffn  bmj^jor 


us;  yea,  who  as  he  Ae;f5:e!id^'  ti)efly:e^^^f^^^^ 

like  wife  afcend  tbjthier  ajgain"  for  us  ^  h?^  ?P?f^^  9^f 

inheritance  there  V^iich. he  pqi^clljar9d%     to  us;  t^- 

^ing  pofTeflipd  for  us,  and  in  oiir  name  ;  fince  hb  i^ 

there,  not  only  as  th^  Son  of  "Go^  "  but 

and  ^s.our  pead;  a,nd  fo  tlje  T^elic 

bithfelf  even  already  poffefled  of  tfiis  i 

as  his  Chrift-  is  there.     The  faints  s 

ready  in  their  Heiadi    PVbere  be  reigns 

myplf  to  reigrtj  fays  Aiiguftine^.'  A; 

all  thy  ilraits  ^"4  troubles,  outward  hii 

are  not  iiid  from  him.    'He'- knows 

them,  is  a  cornpaffioqate  Higii  l^rleft; 

cious  fcrife  of  tny  frailties  ahd  g^i^t^,  f< 

tations ;  and  he  Vill  ;iot  fufFer  tH^'e  W 

but  is  :ftlHprefenting  thy.eftatetbt 

ufing  that  in^tejreil  arid  po^er^be  hath 

for  thy  good.     AiK(  yhat  wovjldeft  tl 

thou  one  whofe  heart  dcfires  to'  reft  uppp  him^  an^ 

Heave  to  hiiji  ?  1?hb}i  art  knit  ^6  to  hfm,  that  his  re- 

furredibh  and  glory  fecuresHhVS  thine :  His  life  and 

thine  are  not  two,  but  one  liife.  '^s  that  of  th^  head 

and  membeVs ;  and  ifhe  coula  r^ot  be  overpbme.  ot 

deatli^\hou  canft  not  neither,'  DH  f  thit  fWplet.iirQrdL 

^eca^fe  I ^ve^ ye JhaUlive  filjb^  johh  xiy.  ip:    !        ' 

Let  thy  thoughts  arifi  carriage  fee  moulded  in  this 
contemplation  rightly,  ^ver  to  look  on  thy  exalted 
Head.  '  Confiderhis  glory  j  fee  inbt  only  thy  naturp 
]:aifed  in  him  abovp  the  angels,  Wt  thy  perfon  inte- 
xefted  by  faith  in  thqt  hi^  glory,  and  then  think  thy- 
felf  too  good  to  ferve  ariy  bafe  luft.  Look  down  oa 
liji  and  the  world  with  a  holy  difdain,  being  united 
to  him  who  is  fo  exalted  and  fo  glorious.  And  let 
not  thy  mind  creep  here  ;  engage  not  thy  heart  to 
any  thing'  that  time  and  this  earth  can  afford.  Oh  \ 
why  are  we  fo  little  there,  where- there  is  fach  a 
fpring  of  delightful  and  high  thoughts  for  us  ^  If  ye 
':  he 


♦  JJhi  Caput  meum  regnat^  ibi  me  regnare  credo^^ 
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ie  rifen  with  Cbrijl^feek  tbofe  things  wbicb  are  above, 
tvifere  b^  jitSf  Col.  iii.  i.  What  mean  you  2  are  ye 
fuch  as  will  let  go  your  intereft  in  this  once  Crucified, 
and  now  glorified,  Jefus  ?  j^  not,  why  are  ye  not  more 
like,  it?  why  does  it  not  poflefs  your  hearts  more? 
ought  it  not  to  be  thus  ?  fhould  not  our  hearts  be, 
;where  our  treafure,  where  our  blefled  Head,  is  ?  Oh  ! 
how  iinreafonable,  how  unfriendly,  is  it,  how  much 
.^^y  we  be  aihamed  to  have  room  in  our  hearts  for 
earneft  thoughts  or  defires,  or  delights,  about  any 
thing  befide  Him  ?  * 

Were  this  deeply  imprefled  upon  the  hearts  of  thof$ 
that  have  a  right  in  it,  would  there  be  found  in  them 
any  engagement  to  the  poor  things  that  are  paifing 
away  T  Would  death  be  a  terrible  word  ?  yea,  would 
it  not  be  one  of  the  fweeteft,  mod  rejoicing,  thoughts, 
to  folace  and  eafe  the  heart  under  all  preiTures,  tg 
look  forward  to  that  day  of  liberty  ?  This  infe(9uou$ 
difeafe  •  may  keep  pofleffion  all  the  winter,  and  grow 
hot  with  the  year,  again.  Dio  not  therefore  flattcif 
yourfeWes,  and  think  it  is  paft ;  ^ciu  have  yet  re-? 
pembering  ftrokes  to  keep  it  in  your  eye«  But,  how* 
cv^ir,  ihall  we  abide  Hill  here  ?  or  h  there  any  reafon, 
vhen  things  are  duly  weighed,  why  we  Ihoulid  defir^^ 
it  ?  Well,  if  you  would  be  untied  beforehand,  and* 
fo  feel  your  feparation  from  this  world  lefs,  jlhis  is 
;he  only  way«  LopK  up  tQ  him,  who  draws  up  all 
hearts  that  do  indeed  behold  him^  Then,  I  fay,  thy 
heart  (hall  be  removed  beforehand,  and  the  reft  is 
eafy  arid  fweet:  When  that  is  done,  all  is  gained, 
^rid  confider  how.  he  defires  the  completing  of  our 
union  with  him-  Shall  it  be  his  requeft,  and  earneft 
defire,  and  (hall  it  not  be  ours  top,  tbat  where  be  is^ 
there  we  may  be  alfo  ?  John  xvii.  24.  Let  us  expedl 
it  vyith  patient  fubmiffion,  yet  ftriving  by  defires  and 

fuits, 

♦  7his  probably  refers  to  the  Pefiiknce  in  1665.     See  the  he- 
ture  on  chap.  iv.  6.  7'hou^h  the  Pejlilence  4pth  not  offt  i^bt  yo(/i; 
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faitSy  and  lopkibg  out  for  ottr  reltsSt  from  ibis  body  of 
Jin  and  death. ' 


..  CHAP.  IV. 

•       ■ 

y^r.  i.Forafmiicb  tben  as  Cbrijl  batb  fufferedfor  us 
*in  the  Jlejbf  drm  yourfelves  likewife  with  {be  fame 
mind :  for  be  tbat  batb  fuffered  in  tbe  fiejb  batb 
ceafed  from  fin. 

ripHE  main  of  a  Chriftian*s  flaty  lies  in  thcfe  two 
J[  things,  patience  in  futeririg,  and  .avoidance  of 
fin,  wtr^  x«i  wyji^  and  they  have  a  natural  influence 
each  upon  the  other.  Althopgh  afflidlion  fimply 
doth  not,  yet  afflidion  fweetly  and  humbly  carried 
doth,  purify  and  difengage  th^  heart  from  fin^  wean 
it  from  the  world  and  the  common  ways  of  it.  And 
^ain,  holy  and  exa<^  walking  keeps  the  foul  in  a 
found  healthful  temper,  and  fo  enables  it  to  patient 
fuffering,  to  bear  things  more  eafily;  as  a  ftrong 
body  endures  fatigue,  heat,  cold»  and  hardlhip,  with 
eafe,  a  fmall  part  whereof  would  furcharge  a  fickly 
conftitution.  The  cpnfcioufnefs  of  fin,  and  carelefs 
unholy  courfes,  muft  wonderfully  weaken  a  foul  and 
diltei?)per  it,  fo.  that  it  is  not  able  to  endure  much ; 
but  every  little  thiiig  difturbs  it:  Therefore  i\x% 
Apoille  hath  reafon/  both  to  infifl  fo  much  on  thefe 
tvvo  points  in* t)iis  ejjiftle,  and  likewife  to  interweave 
the  one  fo  often  with  the  other,'  prefiing  jointly 
throughout,  the  chparful  bearing  of  jill  kind  of  ai- 
flidpnsy  and  the  careful  fort>earing  all  kinH  of  fin  i 
and  out  of  the  pqe  difcoiirfe  he  Aides  into  the  bther^ 

'as.here.  *'."''*.  _ ;-/■  ,  ''  > 

And  as  the  thiRjg^  agree  in  their  i}ature,  £bin  their 
great  paitern  and  principle,  Jefus  Chrift;  and  the 
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Apbftte  ftift  draVs'frptii  irohi^ ffienee  ;  tlia't  of  pa- 
tience, Chap.  iii.  i8.  ;  that  of  holinefs  here,  t^ora/i' 
much  then  as  Cbrijl  bath  fuffered  for  us^  8tc., 

The  chief  ftudy  of  a  Chriftian,  and  the  very  thing 
that  makes  him  to  be  a  Chriftian,  is  conformity  with 
Cbrift.  This  is  the  fum  of  religion^  (faid  that  wife 
heathen),  to  be  like  bijo- whom  thou  worjhippeft^^ 
But  this  example'  biiri^  in  ftfdf  too  fublimv  is 
bro^ight  down  to  pur  view  in  Chrift  j  the  Urightnefs 
of  Ood  is  veited,  and  veifed  in  ou^  own  l^efhi  that  ^e 
xhay  bfe  able  to  l-dok  on  it.  Thef-  ioddceffible  light  of 
the  Deity  is  fo  aheriipei^d  in  tV  hunilahity  of  Chdft^ 
that  we  may  read  our  leflbn  by  it  in  him,  and  niay 
diredt  our  walk  by  it ;  and  that  truly  is  our. only 
-t^ay-  thfere  is  nothing  btit  wadd^rin^  arid  p^rilhag 
fei  all  Other  ways ;  nothing  but  dalrknefs^  and  jfniCwy 
ciit  of  him  ;  but  bd  that  foUoivs  m^ffsif^^i^j^allnai 
njoaik  in  darknefs^  John  vlii;  12.;  Arid  thei^tforfe  i's  hd 
fet  b^fbre  us  in  the  gofpel,  id  focldafr  and  livdy  co- 
lours, that  we  niky  make^  this  dux' Whole?  eiideat our  td 
be  tike  feirti.  '        . ' 

Confiderhferfe:  1.  'The!  high  erfgagetaent  to  thi^ 
cdnforinify.-  2.  The  nature  of  it.  j.'  The  a€ldil 
imprbvemeht  of  It.  i.  The  engagement  lies  in  this; 
<hat  hc^  fuffered  for  u^'.  Of  this?  before ;  only  in  ,re- 
ferfericrf  to  this,  hid'  lii^  come  do^fcii,  W  fothfe  have  mif- 
iiiaginfcd  it,  only  to  fet  lis  this  n^rfed  way  of  dbedi- 
ence,  arid  gjive  us'an^xaill|ilc  or  it  'in  btfr  own  na- 
tdre;'tlji5  had  bead  V^ry  touch.  That  .'the 'Son  of 
^Pd  ftould  dfefcend  to  teabi'  wtitcked^'i^^^  arid  tfee 
greai:  Kirig  to  defcend  iiito'rhah,  aricl.ilwjdll  in  a  ta- 
b^rnacte  '6f  clay,  t6^;ftt'  up  a  fchbbrinit,  for'fuGlt 
Jgnotant  abcritftd'er'6aturai,!  irid!  .Ihoiild  ih  fe  oWii 
pcrfdh  ad  tHe.hardcft  le^oris,  both'  in  dofrig  an<!  fiifl 
ftHn^;  to  Ifead  us  iribbtfe:  Bdt  th^^atter  gofes  yet 
Wighdr  than  this.  OH !  how  rtlach  filgheif  tiatli  ftb 
fuffered, .  not  fimplyas  our  rule,  but  as  our*  Surety, 
IM  \k  dtiV  .ftd^d.  •  'Wji^ff^nafoY  ifj  U  mpjb.  \  We 

'^^  Summa  religionis  imitariqucm  co/is*    Pythr 
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are  the  more  obliged  to  make  his  fufFering  our  ex- 
ample, becaufe  it  was  to  us  more  than  an  example,  it 
was  our  ranfom* 

This  makes  the  conformity  reafonable  in  a  double 
refped: :  l.  It  is  due  that  we  follow  him,  who  led 
thus  as  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation  ;  that  we  follow 
in  fuffering,  and  in  doing,  feeing  both  were  fo  for  us. 
It  is  ftrange  how  fome  armies  have  additSed  them- 
felves  to  their  head,  to  be  at  his  call  night  and  day, 
in  furaraer  and  winter ;  to  refufe  no  travel  or  endu- 
rance of  hardlhip  for  him  ;  and  all  only  to  pleafe 
him,  and  ferve  his  iticlination  and  ambition ;  as 
Caefar*s  trained  bands,  efpecially  the  veterans,  what 
hardfhips  did  they  not  endure  in  counter*marches, 
and  in  traverfing  different  and  diftant  countries  ? 
But  beiides  that,  our  Lord  and  leader  i^  moil  great 
and  excellent,  and'  fo  well  deferves  following  for  his 
own  worth.  This  lays  upon  us  an  obligation  beyond 
all  conceiving,  that  he  fir  ft  fuffered  for  us  ;  that  he 
endured  /uch  hatred  of  men,  and  fuch  wrath  of  God 
the  Father,  and  went  through  death,  fo  vile  a  death, 
to  procure  our  life.  What  can  be  too  bitter  to  en- 
dure, or  too  fweet  to  forfake,  to  follow  him  ?  Were 
this  duly  confidered,  would  we  cleave  to  our  lufts,  or 
to  our  eafe  ?  Would  we  not  go  through  fire  and  wa- 
ter, yea,  through  death  itfelf,  and,  were  it  poflible, 
through  many  deaths,  to  follow  him  i 

I.  Confider,  as  it  is  juftly  due,  fo  it  is  made  eafy 
by  that  his  fuffcring  for  us.  Our  burden,  that  prci- 
.fed  us  to  hell,  being  taken  off,  is  not  all  that  is  left,. to 
fuSer  or  do,  as  nothing  ?  OCir  chains,  that  bound  us 
over  to  eternal  death,  being  knocked  off,  {hall  we  not 
walk,  (hall  we  not  run,  in  his  ways  ?  Oh !  think 
what  that  burden  and  yoke  wgs  he  hath  eafed  us  of;' 
how  heavy,  how  unfufferable,  it  was,  and  then  we 
Ihall  think  what  he  fo  truly  fays,  that  all  he  lays  on 
is  fweet;  His  yoke  eafy^  and  bis  burden  li^bt,  M^tth. 
xi.  30.   Oh  !  the  happy  change,  to  be  refcued  from 

.Vol.11.  S  thq 
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the  vileft  flavery,  and  called  to  conformity  and  fcl- 
lowfhip  with  the  Son  of  God. 

2.  The  nature  bf  this  conformity  (to  (hew  the 
pearnefs  of  it)  is  expreffed  in  the  very  fame  terms  as  in 
the  pattern  ;  it  is  not  a  remote  refemblance,  but  the 
fame  thing,  even  Suffering  in  tbeflejb.  But  that  we 
^  may  underftand  rightly  what  fuffering  is  here  meant, 
it  is  plainly  this,  ceaiing  from  Un  ;  io  fuffering  in  tbe 
fifjb  here,  is  not  fimply  the  enduring  of  afflictions, 
which  is  a  part  of  a  Qhriftian's  conformity  with  his 
head  Chrift,  ^om.  viii.  29,  but  implies  a  more  inward 
and  fpiritual  fuffering.  It  is  the  fuffering  and  the 
dying  of  our  corruption,  the  taking  away  the  life  of 
fin  by  tbe  death  of  Chrift  \  and  that  death  of  his  fin- 
lefs  fieih  works  in  the  believer  the  death  of  linful 
fl^fli,  that  is,  the  corruption  of  his  nature,  which  is  fo 
ufually  in  fcripture '  called  ^g^.  Sin  makes  man 
bafe,  drowns  him  in  fleiht  and  the  lufts  of  it ;  makes 
the  very  foul  become  grofs  and  earthly  \  turns  it  as 
it  were  to  fleOi :  So  the  Apoftle  calls  the  very  mind 
that  is  unjrenewed,  a  carnal  mindf  Rom.  viii.  y.  And 
whot  doth  the  miqd  of  a  natural  man  hunt  after  an4 
run  out  into,  from  one  day  and  year  to  another  ?  Is 
it  not  on  the  things  of  this  bafe  world,  and  the  con- 
cernment of  his  flefh  *  r  What  would  he  have,  but 
be  accommodated  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  drefs,  andlivp 
at  eafe  ?  He  miflds  earthly  things^  favours  gnd  reliihes 
them,  and  cares  for  them  :  examine  the  moft  of  your 
pains  and  time,  and  your  ftrongeft  delires,  and  moft 
ferious  thoughts,  if  they  go  not  this  way,  tp  raife 
yourfelves  and  yours  in  your  worldly  condition.  Yea, 
the  higheft  projedls  of  the  greateft  natural  fpirits  are 
but  earth  ftill,  in  refpeft  of  things  truly  fpiritual. 
All  their  ftate  defigns  go  not  beyond  this  poor  life 
that  perifhes  in  the  flefti,  and  is  daily  perilhing,  even 
while  we  are  bufieft  upholding  it,  and  providing  for 
it.  Frefent  things,  and  this  lodge  of  clay,  this  fielh 
and  its  intereft^  take  up  moft  of  our  time  and  pains ; 

the 

*  Corporis  negotium. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VilL  I.]  THE  FIRST  EPISTU  OF  FETER.  I35 

the  moft,  yea  ally  till  that  change  be  wrought  the 
Apoftle  fpeaks  of,  till  Ghrift  be  put  on,  Rom.  xiii.  14. ; 
Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrijl ;  and  then  the  other 
will  eafily  follow  that  follows  in  the  words,  Make  no 
provifionfor  ibeflejb^  to  fulfil  the  lujls  thereof.  Once 
in  Ghrift,  and  then  your  neceffary  general  care  for 
this  natural  life  will  be  regulated  and  moderated  by 
the  Spirit.  And.  for  all  unlawful  and  enormous  de- 
fires  of  the  flefh,  you  (hall  be  rid  of  providing  for 
thefe.  Inftead  of  all  proviiion  for  the  life  of  the  fkfti 
in  that  fenfe,  there  is  another  gueft,  and  another  life, 
for  you  now  to  wait  on  and  furnilh  for :  In  them 
that  arc  in  Chrift,  that  flefh  is  dead,  they  are  freed 
from  its  drudgery ;  He  that  bath  fuffered  in  tbeflejh 
bath  rejled  from  fin. 

Ceafed from fin^  He  is  at  reft  from  it,  a  godly 
death,  as  they  that  die  in  the  Lord  refi  from  their  la^ 
hours  J  Rev.  xiv.  13,  He  that  hath  iiiffered  in  the 
flefh,  and  is  dead  to  it,  dies  indeed  in  the  Lord  ;  refls  i 
from  the  bafe  turmoil  of  fin  ;  it  is  no  longer  his  maf^^ 
ter.  As  our  fin  was  the  caufe  of  Chrift's  death,  his 
death  is  the  death  of  fin  in  us  ;  and  that  not  fimply, 
as  he  bore  a  moral  pattern  of  it,  but  as  the  real  work- 
ing caufe  of  it.  The  death  of  Chrift  has  in  this 
refpeiJl  an  effedual  influence  on  the  foul,  kills  it  to 
fin  :  I  am  crucified  with  Cbrift^  fays  St  Paul,  Gal.  xi.» 
20.  Faith  fo  looks  on  the  death  of  Chrift,  that  it 
takes  the  impreffion  of  it ;  fets  it  on  the  heart,  kills 
it  unto  fin  :  Chrift  and  the  believer  do  not  only  be- 
come ^one  in  law,  fo  as  his  death  ftands  for  theirs,  but 
are  one  in  nature,  fo  as  his  death  for  fin  caufes  theirs 
to  it,  Rom.  vi;  3,  Baptifed  into  bis  death. 

This  fuflTcring  in  the  flefti  being  unto  death,  and 
fuch  a  death  {crucifying)^  hath  indeed  pain  in  it ;  but 
what  then,  it  muft  be  fo  like  his,  and  the  believer 
like  him,  in  willingly  enduring  it.  All  the  pain  of 
bis  fuflferiog  in  the  flefli^  his  love  to  us  digefted  and 
went  through  it ;  fo  all  the  pain  to  our  nature  in  fe- 
Yering  and  pulling  us  from  our  beloved  fins,  and  our 

dying 
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dying  to  them,  if  his  love  be  planted  in  our  hearts^ 
that  will  fweeten  it,  and  make  us  delight  in  it.  Love 
defires  nothing  more  than  likenefs,  and  (har^s  willing- 
ly in  all  with  the  party  loved ;  and  above  all  love, 
this  divine  love  is  pureft  and  higheft,  and  works  moil 
firongly  that  way  ;  takes  pleafure  in  that  pain,  and 
is  a  voluntary  death,  as  Plato  calls  love.  It  is  firong 
as  deaths  fays  Solomon,  Cant,  viii.^  6.  As  death  makes 
the  ftrongeil  body  fall  to  the  ground,  fo  doth  the  love 
of  Chrift  make  the  moft  adive  and  lively  finner  dead 
to  his  fin :  And  as  death  fevers  a  man  from  hi» 
deareft  ^nd  moft  familiar  friends,  thus  doth  the  love 
of  Chrift,  and  his  death  flowing  from  it,  fever  the 
heart  from  its  moft  beloved  fins. 

I  befeech  you  feek  to  have  your  hearts  fet  agaioft 
fin,  to  hate  it,  to  wound  it,  and  be  dying  daily  to  it. 
fie  not  iatisfied,  unlefs  ye  feel  an  abatement  of  it^ 
and  a  life  within  you.  Difdain  that  bafe  fervice,  and 
being  bought  at  fo  high  a  rate,  think  yourfelves  too 
good  to  be  flaves  to  any  bafe  luft.  You  are  called  to 
a  more  excellent  and  more  honourable  fervice.  And 
of  this  fufieiing  in  the  fleOi,  we  may  fafely  fay  what 
the  Apoftle  Tpeaks  of  the  fufferings  with  and  for 
Chrift,  that  the  partakers  of  thefe  fufferings  are  co- 
heirs of  glory  with  Chrift  ;  Ifwefuffer  thus  with  bitn^ 
'wejball  alfo  be  glorified  with  bim^  Rom.  viii.^  17.  If 
we  die  with  him,  wc  fliall  live  with  him  lor  ever. 
-  3»  We  have  the  adual  improvement  of  this  con- 
formity ;  Arm  your/elves  with  the  fame  mind^  or 
thoughts  of  this  mortification.  Death,  taken  naturally 
in  its  proper  fenfe,  bdng  an  entire  privation  of  life, 
admits  not  of  degrees :  But  this  figurative  death, 
this  mortification  of  the  flefti  in  a  Chriftian,  is  gra- 
dual ;  in  fo  far  as  he  is  renewed,  and  is  animated  and  . 
aded  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  he  is  thoroughly  mor- 
tified ;  (for  this  death,  and  that  new  life  joined  with 
it,  and  here  added,  ver.  2.  go  together  and  grow  to- 
gether) ;  but  becaufe  he  is  not  totally  renewed,  and 
there  is  in  him  of  that  corruption  ftill  that  is  here 

called 
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called  fiefh,  therefore  it  is  his  great  tafk  to  be  gain- 
ing further  upon  it^  and  overcoming  and  mortifying 
it  every  day  j  and  to  this  tend  the  frequent  exhorta- 
tions of  this  nature ;  Mortify  your  members  that  are 
on  the  earth  ;  So,  Rom;  vi.  Likewife  reckon  your/elves 
dead  to  Jin,  jand  let  it  hot  reign  in  your  mortal  bodies^ 
Thus  here,  Arm  yourfeVbes  with  the  fame  mind,  or 
with  this  very  thought.  Confider  and  apply  that  fuf- 
fering  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  to  the  end  that  you  with 
him,  fuflFering  in  the  flefb,  may  ceafe  from  fin.  Think 
it  ought  to  ^e  thuSy^and  feek  that  it  may  be  thus, 
with  you. 

Arm  your f elves. '\  There  is  ftill  fighting,  and  fin 
will  be  molefting  you ;  though  wounded  to  death, 
yet  will  it  llruggle  for  life,  and  feek  to  wound  its 
enemy ;  will  aflault  the  graces  that  are  in  you.  Do 
not  think  if  it  be  once  ftruck,  and  you  have  given  it 
a  ftab  near  to  the  heart,  by  the  Jword  of  the  Spirit, 
that  therefore  it  will  ftir  no  more.  No,  fo  long  as 
you  live  in  the  flefti,  in  thefe  bowels  there  will  be 
remainders  of  the  life  of  this  flefh,  your  natural  cor- 
ruption ;  therefore  ye  muft  be  armed  againft  it.  Sin 
will  not  give  you  reft,  fo  long  as  there  is  a  drop  of 
blood  in  its  vein,  one  (park  of  life  in  it ;  and  that  will 
be  fo  long  as  you  have  life  here.  This  old  man  is 
ftout,  and  will  fight  himfelf  to  death ;  and  at  the 
weakeft  it  will  roufe  up  itfelf,  and  exert  its  dying 
fpirits,  as  men  will  do  fometimes  more  eagerly  than 
when  they  were  not  fo  weak,  nor  fo  near  death. 

This  thtf  children  of  God  often  find  ttf  their  grief, 
that  corruptions  which  they  thought  had  been  cold 
dead,  fi:ir  and  rife  up  again,  and  fet  upon  them.  A 
paffion  or  luft,  that,  after  forae  great  ftroke,  lay  a 
long  while  as  dead,  ftirred  not,  and  therefore  they 
thought  to  have  heard  no  more  of  it,  though  it  fliall 
never  recover  fully  again,  to  be  lively  as  before,  yet 
will  revive  in  fuch  a  meafure  as  to  moleft,  and  pofli- 
bly  to  foil,  fhem  yet  again  :  Therefore  is  it  continu- 
ally neceflary  that  they  live  in  arms,  and  put  them 
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not  off  to  their  dying  day ;  till  they  put  off  the  hody, 
and  be  altogether  free  of  the  flefli.  You  may  take 
the  Lord's  promife  for  vidory  in  the  end ;  that  fhall 
not  fail ;  but  do  not  promife  yourfelf  eafe  in  the  way^ 
for  that  will  not  hold.  If  at  fome  times  your  enediy 
have  the  advantage,  give  not  all  for  loft. .  He  hath 
often  won  the  day  that  hath  been  foiled  and  wound- 
ed in  the  fight.  But  likew^fe  take  not  all  for  won,  fo 
as  to  have  no  more  conflid,  when  fometimes  you 
have  the  better,  as  in  particular  battles,  fie  not  def- 
perate  when  you  lofe,  nor  fecure  when  you  gain 
them :  When  it  is  worft  with  you  do  not  throw 
away  your  arms,  nor  lay  them  away  when  you  are 
at  heft. 

Now,  the  way  to  be  arined  is  this,  ibe  fame  mind  : 
How  would  my  Lord,Chrift,  carry  himfelf  in  this  cafe  ? 
and  what  was  hi»  bufinefs  in  all  places  and  compa- 
nies? Was  it  not  to  do  the  will,  and  advance  the 
glory,  of  his  Father  ?  If  I  be  injured  and  reviled, 
confider  hov^  would  he  do  in  this  ?  Would  he  repay 
one  injury  with  another,  one  reproach  with  another 
reproach?  No,  being  reviled^  be  reviled  not  again^ 
I  Pet.  ii.  23.  Well,  through  his  ftrenj^th,  this  (hall 
be  my  way  too.  Thus  ought  it  to  be  with  the 
Chriftian,  framing  all  his  ways  and  words,  and  very 
thoughts,  upon  that  model,  tbe  mind  of  Chrifi^  and  to 
ftudy  in  all  things  to  walk  even  as  be  walked^  i  John 
ii.  6. ;  ftudying  it  much,  as  the  reafon  and  rule  of 
mortification,  and  drawing  from  it,  as  the  real  caufe 
and  fpring  of  mortification.  • 

The  pious  contemplation  of  his  death  will  moft 
powerfully  kill  the  love  of  fin  in  the  foul,  and  kindle 
an  ardent  hatred  of  it.  The  believer,  looking  on  his 
Jefus  crucified  for  him,  and  wounded  for  bis  tranf- 
grejfions^  and  taking  in  deep  thoughts  of  his  fpbtlefs 
innocency  that  deferved  no  fuch  thing,  and  of  his 
matchlefs  love  that  yet  endured  it  all  for  him,  will 
then  naturally  think,  ''  Shall  I  be  a  friend  to  that 
<'  which  was  his  deadly  enemy  ?  Shall  fin  be  fweet 
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**  to  me,  that  was  fo  bitter  to  him,  and  that  for  my 
"  fake  ?  Shall  I  ever  lend  it  a  good  look,  or  enter- 
**  tain  a  favourable  thought  of  that  which  Ihed  my 
^'  Lord's  blood  ?  Shall  I  live  in  that  for  which  he 
<'  died,  and  died  to  kill  it  in  me  ?"  Ob  !  let  it  not 
be. 

To  the  end  it  may  not  be,  let  fuch  really  apply 
that  death  to  work  this  on  the  foul ;  for  this  is  aU 
ways  to  be  added,  and  is  the  main  thing  indeed,  by  ' 
holding  and  faftening  that  death  clofe  to  the  foul,  et^ 
feftaally  to  kill  the  effefts  of  fin  in  it ;  to  ftifle  and 
crufli  them  dead,  by  prefling  that  death  on  the  heart  ; 
looking  on  it,  not  only  as  a  moft  complete  model,  but 
as  having  a  moft  effe^ual  virtue,  for  this  effed,  and 
defiring  him,  entreating  our  Lord  himfelf,  who  com^ 
municates  himfelf,  and  the  virtue  of  his  death,  to  the 
believer,  that  he  would  powerfully  cjaufe  it  to  flow 
in  upon  us,  and  let  us  feel  the  virtue  of  it. 

It  is  then  the  only  thriving  and  growing  life,  to 
be  much  in  the  lively  contemplation  and  application 
of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  to  be  continually  ftudying  him,  and 
converfing  with  him,  and  drawing  from  hitti  ;  re- 
ceiving  of  bis  fulnefs,  grace  for  grace^  John  i.  16. 
Wouldft  thou  have  much  power  againft  fin,  and 
much  increafe  of  holinefs,  let  thine  eye  be  much  on 
Chrift ;  f^^  thine  heart  on  him.;  let  it  dwell  in  him, 
and  be  ftill  with  him.  When  fin  is  like  to  prevail 
in  any  kind,  go  to  him,  tell  him  of  the  infurredion 
of  his  enemies,  and  thy  inability  to  refift,  and  defire 
him  to  fupprefs  them,  and  to  help  thee  againft  them, 
that  they  may  gain  nothing  by  their  ftirring,  butfome 
new  wound.  If  thy  heart  begin  to  be  taken  with, 
and  move  towards,  fin,  lay  it  before^him  ;  the  beams 
of  his  love  ftiall  eat  out  that  fire  of  thefe  finfiil  lufts. 
Wouldft  thou  have  thy  pride,  and  paflions,  and  love 
of  the  world,  and  felf- love,  killed,  go  fue  for  the  vir- 
tue of  his  death,  and  that  fhall  do  it ;  feek  his  Spirit, 
the  Spirit  pf  meeknefs,  and  humility,  and  divine  love. 
Look  on  him,  and  he  ihall  draw  thy  heart  heaven- 
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wards,  and  unite  it  to  himfelf,  and  make  it  like  him- 
fel£!     And  is  not  that  the  thing  thou  defireft  ? 

Ver.  2.  That  be  no  longer  Jbould  live  the  rejl  of  bis 
time  in  tbe  fiejh  to  tbe  lujls  of  men,  but  to  the  will 
of  God. 

3.  For  tbe  time  pq/i  of  our  life  may  fuffice  us  to  bave 
wrought  the  will  of  tbe  Gentiles,  wben  we  walked 
in  lafcivioufnefs,  luJls,  excefs  of  wine,  reveltings, 
banquetingSy  and  abominable  idolatries. 

THE  chains  of  fin  are  fo  ilrong,  and  fo  faftened 
on  our  nature,  that  there  is  in  us  no  power  to 
break  them  off,  till  a  mightier  and  ilronger  Spirit 
than  our  own  come  into  us.  The  Spirit  of  Chrift 
dropped  into  the  foul,  makes  it  able  to  break  Jbrougb 
a  troops  and,  leap  over  a  wall,  as  David  fpeaks  of  him- 
felf  furnifhed  with  the  (length  of  his  God,  PfaL  xviii. 
29.  Mens  refolutions  fall  to  nothing :  And  as  a  pri- 
foner  t~hat  offers  to  efcape,  and  does  not,  is  bound 
fafter,  thus  ufually  it  is  with  men  in  their  felf-purpo- 
fes  of  forfaking  fin  ;  they  leave  out  Chrift  in  the  work, 
•  and  fo  remain  in  their  captivity,  yea,  it  grows  upon 
them ;  and  while  we  prefs  them  to  free  themfelves, 
and  (hew  not  Chrift  to  them,  we  put  them  upon  an 
impoflibility :  But  a  look  to  him  makes  it  feafible 
and  eafy.  Faith  in  him,  and  that  love  to  him  which 
faith  begets,  breaks  through  and  furmounts  all  diffi- 
culties. It  is  the  powerful  love  of  Chrift  that  kills 
the  love  of  fin,  and  kindles  the  love  of  holinefs  in  tbe 
foul ;  makes  it  a  willing  (barer  in  his  death,  and  fo 
a  happy  partaker  of  his  life  :  For  that  always  follows, 
and  muft  of  neceffity,  as  here  is  added,  He  that  bath 
fuffered  in  the  fiejb  batb  ceajed  from  Jin,  is  crucified 
and  dead  to  it,  but  he  lofes  nothing  :  Yea,  it  is  'his 
great  gain,  to  lofe  that  deadly  life  of  the  flcfti  for  a 
new  fpiritual  life;  a. life  indeed,  living  unto  God. 
That  is  the  end  why  he  fo  dies,  that  he  may  thus 
live,  That  be  no  longer  Jbould  live,  l^c.  and  ye^  live 

far 
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far  better,  live  to  the  will  of  God.  He  that  is  one 
with  Chrift  by  believing,'  is  one  throughout  in  death 
and  Iffe,  As  Chrift  rofe,  fo  he  that  is  dead  to  fin 
with  him,  throiigh  the  power  of  his  death,  rifes  t4 
that  new  life  with  him,  through  the  power  of  his 
refurr^dion.  And  thefe  two  are  our  landtification, 
which,  whofoever  do  partake  of  Chrift,  and  are  found 
in  him,  do  certainly  draw  from  him.  Thus  are  they 
joined,  Rom.  vi.  ii.  Likewife  reckon  you  your/elves 
dead  indeed  tojin^  but  alive  to  God^  and  both  through 
tbriji  Jejus  our  Lord. 

All  tbey  that  do  really  come  to  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
they  come  to  him  as  their  Saviour,  to  be  cloathed 
with  him,  and  made  righteous  by  him ;  they  come 
likewife  to  him  as  their  Sandifier,  to  be  made  new 
and  holy  by  him,  to  die  and  live  with  him,  to  follow 
the  Lamb  wherefoever  be  goes^  through  the  hardeft 
fuflferings,  and  death  itfelf.  And  this  fpiritual  fuf- 
fering  and  dying  with  him,  is  the  univerfal  way  of  . 
all  his  followers  :  They  are  all  martyrs  thus  iq  the 
crucifying  of  finful  flefti,  and  fo  dying  for  him,  and 
with  him ;  and  they  may  well  go  cheerfully  through, 
though  it  bear  the  unpleafant  name  of  death  :  Yet 
as  the  other  death  is  (which  makes  it  fo  little  terri- 
ble, yea,  often  to  appear  fo  very  defirable  to  them,  fo  is 
this)  the  way  to  a  far  more  excellent  and  happy  Ufe, 
fo  that  they  may  pafs  through  it  gladly,  both  for  the 
company  and  end  of  it.  It'  is  with  Chrift  they  go 
into  hi$  death,  as  unto  life  in  his  life.  Though  a 
believer  might  be  free  upon  thefe  terms,  he  would 
not.  No,  fure  :  Could  he  be  content  with  that  eafy 
life  of  fin,  inftead  of  the  divine  life  of  Chrift  ?  No, 
he  will  do  thus,  and  not  accept  of  deliverance,  that 
be  may  obtain  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  the  martyrs, 
Heb.  xi.  35.)  a  better  refurreSlion.  Think  on  it  again, 
you  to  whom  your  fins  are -dear  ftill,  and  this  life 
fweet.;  you  are  yet  far  from  Chrift  and  his  life. 

The  Apoftle,  with  intent  ttf  prefs  this  more  home, 
cxpreflcs  more  jat  l^rge  the  nature  of  the  oppofite 
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dilates  and  lives  that  he  fpeaks  of,  6nd  To  fets  before 
his  Ghriftian  brethren,  i.The  dignity ^of  that  new 
life  ;  and  then,  z.  By  a  particular  refledion  upon  the 
former  life,  he  prcffes  the  change.  The  former  life 
he  calls  a  living,  to  the  lujls  of  men  ;  this  new  fpiritual 
lifCj  to  the  will  of  God. 

"The  luJls  of  men.']  Such  as  are  common  to  the  cor- 
rupt nature  of  man ;  fuch  as  every  man  may  find  in 
himfelf  and  perceive  in  others.  The  Apoftle  in  the 
3d  .verfe  mote  particularly,  for  further  clearnefs,  fpe- 
cifies  thofe  kinds  of  men  that  were  .mod  notorious  in 
thefe  lufts,  and  thofe  kinds  of  lulls  that  were 
<noft  notorious  in  men.  Writing  to  the  difperfcd 
Jews,  he  calls  finful  lufts  the  will  of  the  Gentiles^  as 
having  leaft  controul  of  contrary  light  in  them  ;  and 
yet  the  Jewsi  Walked  in  the  fame,  though  they  had 
the  law  as  a  light  and  rule  for  the  avoiding  of  them  ; 
and  implies,  that  thefe  lufts  were  unbcfeeming  evert 
their  former  condition  as  Jews ;  but  much  more  un- 
fuitable  td  them,  as  now  Chxiftians.  Someof  thq 
groffeft  df  thefe  lufts  he  names,  meaning  all  the  reft, 
all  the  Ways  of  fin,  and  reprefenting  their  vilenefs  in 
the  more  lively  manner;  not  as  fome  take  itj  when 
they  hear  of  fuch  heinous  fins,  as  if  it  were  to  leflen 
the  evil  of  more  civil  nature  by  the  coraparifbn,  of 
intimate  freedom  from  thefe  to  be  a  blamelefs  condi- 
tion, and  a  change  of  it  necdlefs.  No^  the  Holy 
Ghoft  means  it  juft  contrary.  That  we  may  judge 
of  all  fin  and  of  our  finful  nature,  by  our  eflimate  of 
thefe  fins  that  are  moft  difccrnible  and  abominable; 
all  fin,  though  riot  equal  in  degree,  yet  is  of  one  na- 
ture, and  originally  fpringing  from  one  root,  arifing 
from  the  fame  unholy  nature  of  man,  and  contrary 
to  the  fame  holy  nature  and  will  of  God. 
•  So  then,  li  Thefe  that  walk  in  thefe  highways  of 
impiety,  and  yet  will  have  the  name  of  CbriflianSj, 
they  are  the  fhame  of  Chriftians,  and  the  profeffed 
enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  all  otb^rs  the  tao% 
li^tfful  tQ  him:    They  feem  to  have  taken  on  hisi 
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name^  for  no  other  end  but  to  ihame  and  difgrace  it} 
but^he  will  vindicate  himfelf,  and  the  blot  (hall  reft 
upon  thefe  impudent  perfons,  that  dare  hold  up  their 
faces  in  the  Church  of  God  as  parts  of  it,  and  are  in*- 
deed  nothing  but  the  dilhonour  of  it,  fpots  and  blots  j 
that  dare  profefs  to  worship  God  4s  his  people,   and 
remain  unclean,  riotous  and  profane  perfons.     How 
iuits  thy  fitting  here  before  the  Lord,  and  thy  fitting* 
with  vile  ungodly  company  on  the  ale  bench  ?  How 
agrees  the  word,   founds  it  well,  "  There  goes   a 
*•  drunken  Chriftian,  an  unclean,  a  bafely  covetous^ 
"  an  earthly  minded,  Chri(tian  I''  and  the  naming  of 
thefe  is  not  befides  the  text,  biit  agreeable  to  the 
very  words  of  it ;  for  the  Apoftlc  warrants  us  to  take 
it  under  the  name  of  idolatry  ;  and  in  that  name  he 
reckons  it  to'be  mx)rtified  by  a  Chriftian,    Col.  iii.  5. 
Mortify  therefore  your  members  which  are  upon  the  • 
earthy  fornication^  uncleannefs^  inordinate  affeEiion^  evil 
concupifcence^  and  covetoufnefs^  which  is  idolatry. 

2.  But  yet  men,  that  are  fomeway  exempted  from 
the  blot  of  thefe  foul  impieties,  may  ilill  remain  flaves 
to  fin,  alive  to  it,  and  dead  to  God,  living  to  the  lufti 
of  men,  and  not  to  the  will  of  God,  pleafing  others 
and  themfelves,  difpleafing  him.  And  the  fmootheft, 
beft  bred,  and  mod  moralized  natural  man,  is  in  this 
bafe  thraldom :  And  the  more  miferabile,  that  he 
drearas  of  liberty  in  the  midft  of  his  chains^  thinks 
himfelf  clean  by  looking  on  thofe  that  wallow  in 
grofs  profanenefs ;  takes  meafure  of  himfelf  by  the 
moil  crooked  lives  of  ungodly  mei>  about  him,  and 
fo  thinks  himfelf  very  ftraight ;  but  lays  not  the 
ftraight  rule  of  the  will  of  God  to  his  ways  and 
heart,  which,  if  be  did,  he  would  then  difcover 
much  crookednefs  in  his,  ways,  and  much  more  ia 
his  heart,  that  now  he  fees  not,  b^t  t^kes  it  to  be 
fquare  and  even. 

Therefore  I  advife  and  defire  you  to  look  mor^ 
narrowly  to  yo«arfclv^s  in  this,  and  fee  whether  yoia. 
be  not  ftill  living  t6  jrour  ovrn  Jufts  aqd  wUh  inftea^ 
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of  God  ;  feekihg,  in  all  your  ways,  to  advance  and 
pleafe  yourfelves,  and  not  bim.  Is  not  the  bent  of 
your  hearts  fet  that  way?  Do  not  your  '  whole  de- 
fires  and  endeavours  run  19  that  channel,  how  you 
and  yours  may  be  fomebody,  and  you  may  have 
wherewithal  to  ferve  the  flefh,  and  to  be  accounted 
of  and  refpeded  amongft  men  ?  And  if  we  trace  it 
home,  all  a  man's  honouring  and  pleafing  of  others, 
tends  to,  and  ends  in  pleafing  of  himfelf.  It  rcfolves 
in  that,  and  is  it  not  fo  meant  by  him  ?  He  pleafes 
men,  either  that  he  may  gain  by  them,  or  be  re- 
fpedled  by  them,  or  fomething  that  is  ftill  pleafing  to 
himfelf  may  be  the  return  of  k.  So  fclf  is  the  grand 
idol,  for  which  all  other  heart-idolatries  are  commit- 
ted. A{id,  indeed,  in  the  unrenewed  heart  there  is 
no  fcarcity  of  tliem.  Oh  I  what  multitudes,  what 
-  heaps,  if  the  wall  were  digged  through,  and  the 
light  of  God  going  before  us,  and  leading  us  jh  to 
fee  them  ?  The  natural  motion  and  way  of  the  na- 
tural heart  is  no  other  but  ftill  feeking  out  new  in- 
ventions, a  forge  of  new  gods,  ftill  either  forming 
them  to  itfelf,  or  worlhipping  thefe  it  hath  already 
framed;  committing  fpiritual  fornication  from  God 
with  the  creiture,  and  multiplying  lovers  every 
where,  as  it  is  tempted '.  As  the  Lord  complains  of 
his  people,  upon  every  bi^b  bill,  and  under  every  green 
tree,  Jer.  ii,  20.  iii.  6. 

You  will  not  believe  fo  much  \W  of  yourfelve», 
will  not  be  convinced  of  this  unpleafant  but  ncceflary 
truth':  And  this  is  a  part  of  our  felf-pleaiSngj  that 
we  pleafe  ourfelves  in  this,  that  we  will  not  fee  it ; 
.  not  in  pur  callings  and  ordinary  ways,  not  in  our 
religious  exercifes,  for  in  thefe  we  naturally  aim  at 
nothing  but  ourfelves  ;  either  our  reputation,'  or  at 
beft  our  own  fafety  and  peace;  cither  to  ftop  the 
cry  of  conicience  for  the  prefent,  or  efcape  the  wrath 
that  is  to  come  :  But  not  in  a  fpiritual  regard  of  the 
tvill  of  God,  and  out  of  pure  love  to  himfelf  for  hina- 
felf ;  yet  thus  it  fiiould  be^  and  that  love  the  divine 
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fire  in  all  our  facrifices.  The  carnal  mind  is  in  the 
dark,  and  fees  not  its  vilenefs  in  living  to  itfelf ;  will 
not  confefs  it  to  be  fo ;  but  when  God  comes  into 
the  foul,  he  lets  it  fee  itfelf,  and  all  its  idols  and  ido- 
latries, and  forces  it  to  abhor  and  loath  itfelf  for  all 
its  abominations ;  and  having  difcovered  its  filthinefs 
to  itfelf,  then  he  purges  and  cleanfes  it  for  hiihfelf, 
from  all  its  filthinefs^  and  frofn  all  its  idols,  Ezek, 
xxxvi.  25.  according  to  his  promife,  and  comes  in 
and  takes  poffeffion  of  it  for  himfelf,  enthrones  him- 
felf  ih  the  heart,  and  it  is  never  right  nor  happy  till 
that  be  done. 

But  to  the  will  of  God.']  We  readily  take  any  little 
flight  change  for  true  converfion,  but  we  may  fee 
here  that  we  miftake  it ;  it  ^oih  not  barely  knock  off 
fome  obvious  apparent  enormities,  but  calls  all  in  a 
new  mould ;  alters  the  whole  frame  of  the  heart  and 
life ;  kills  a  man,  and  makes  him  alive  again ;  and 
this  new  life  is  contrary  to  the  old  :  For  the  change 
is  made  with  that  intent,  that  be  live  no  longer  to  the 
lu/ls  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  Geld. 

He  is  now,  indeed,  a  new  creature,  having  a  new 
judgment  and  new  thought  of  things,  and  fo  accord- 
ingly, new  defires  and  afFeftions,  and  anfwerable  to 
thefe  new  ViGtions  y  Old  tbinj^s  pajl  away,  and  dead, 
and  all  things  become  new,  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

Politic  men  have  obfcrved,  that  in  ftates,  if  alte- 
rations muft  be,  it  is  better  to  alter  many  things  than 
a  few.  And  pbyficjans  have  the  fame  recp ark  for 
one's  habit  and  cuftom  for  bodily  health,  upon  the 
fame  ground  ;  becaufe  things  do  fo  relate  one  to  ano- 
ther, that  except  they  be  adapted  and  fuited  together 
in  the  change,  it  avails  not ;  yea,  it  fometimes  proves 
the  worfe  in  the  whole,  though  a  few  things  in  par- 
ticular feem  to  be  bettered.  Thus,  half  reformations 
in  a  Chriftian  turn  to  his  prejudice  ;  it  is  only  bell  to 
'be  thoroughly  reformed,  and  to  give  up  with  all 
idols ;  not  to  live  one  half  to  himfelf  and  the  world, 
and,  as  it  were,  another  half  to  God  j  for  that  is  but 
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falfely  %  and,  in  reality,  it  cannot  be.  The  onljr 
way  18  to  make  a  heap  of  all,  to  have  all  facrificed 
together,  and  to  live  to' no  luft,  but  altogether,  and 
only,  to  God.  Thus  it  niuft  be  ;  ther^  is  no  monftcr 
in  the  new  creation,  no  half  new  creature,  either  all, 
or  not  at  all^  oXoc  u  /ah  cXwc.  We  have  to  deal  with 
the  Maker  and  the  Searcher  of  the  heart  in  this  turn, 
and  he  will  have  nothing  unlefs  he  have  the  heart, 
and  none  of  that  neither,  unlefs  ht  have  it  all.  If 
thou  pafs  over  into  his  kingdom,  and  become  his 
fubjed,  thou  muft  have  him  for  thy  only  Sovereign. 
Loyalty  can  admit  of  no  rivality  *,  and  leaft  of  all 
the  highett,  and  beft  of  all.  If  Chrift  be  thy  King, 
then  his  laws  and  fceptre  mud  rule  all  in  thee,  tliou 
xnuft  now  acknowledge  no  foreign  power }  that  will 
be  treafon. 

And  if  he  be  thy  hufband,  thou  muft  renounce  all 
others  ;  wilt  thou  provoke  bim  to  jealoujy  ?  yea,  be- 
ware how  thou  givcft  a  thought  or  a  look  of  thy  af- 
feftion  any  other  way,  for  he  will  fpy  it,  and  will 
not  endure  it.  The  title  of  a  hulband  is  as  ftri(^  and 
tender  as  the  other  of  a  king. 

It  is  only  beft  to  be  thus :  it  is  thy  great  advantage 
and  happinefs  to  be  thus  entirely  freed  from  fo  many 
tyrannous  bafe  lords,  and  now  fubjecft  only  to  one, 
and  he  fo  great,  and  withal  fo  gracious  and  fweet  a 
King  J  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Thou  waft  hurried  be- 
fore, and  racked  with  the  very  multitude  of  them  ; 
4hy  lufts,  fo  many  crnel  taik-mafters  over  thee,  they 
gave  thee  no  reft,  and  the  work  .they  fet  thee  to  was 
bafe  and  flavifti,  more  than  the  burdens,  and  pot$, 
and  toiling  in  the  clay  of  Egypt ;  thou  waft  held  to 
work  in  the  earth,  to  pain,  and  to  foil  and  foul  thy- 
felf  with  their  drudgery. 

Now  thou  baft  but  one  to  ferve,  and  that  is  a  great 
eafe  ;  and  it  is  no  flavcry,  but  true  honour,  to  ferve 
lo  excellent  a  Lord,  and  in  fo  high  fervices :  For  he 
puts  thee  upon  nothing  but  what  is  neat,  and  wlmt 

*  Ojnnisque  potejlas  impatiens  confortism 
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is  honourable.  Thou  art  as  a  veffil  of  honour  in  his 
loufe,  for  his  beft  employments;  now  thou  art  not 
in  pain  how  to  pleafe  this  perfon  and  the  other;  nor 
needeft  thou  to  vex  thyfelf  to  gain  men,  to  ftudy 
their,  approbation  and  honour ;  nor  to  keep  to  thine 
own  lufts  and  obferve  their  mind.  Thou  haft  none 
but  thy  God  to  pleafe  in  all ;  and  if  he  be  pleafed, 
thou  mayeft  difregard  who  be  difpleafed.  His  will 
is  not  fickle  and  changing  as  mens  are,  and  as  thine 
own  hath  often  been ;  he  hath  told  thee  what  he 
likes,  and  defires,  and  alters  not :  So  now  thou  know- 
eft  whom 'thou  haft  to  do  withal,  and  what  to  do, 
whom,  to  pleafe,  and  what  will  pleafe  him,  and  this 
cannot  but  much  fettle  thy  mind,  and  put  thee  at 
eafe :  Thou  mayeft  fay  heartily,  as  rejoicing  in  the 
change  of  fo  many  for  one,  and  fuch,  fdr  fuch  a  one, 
as  the  Church  fays,  Ifa.  xxvi.  13.  0  Lord  pur  God, 
other  lords  bejtde  tbee  have  bad  dominion  o*uer  me^  but 
now  by  thee  only  will  I  make  mention  of  thy  name  ;  now 
none  but  thyfelf,  not  fo  much  as  the  name  of  them 
any  more;  away  with  them ;  through  thy  grace,  thou 
only  {halt  be  my  God.  It  cannot  endure' that  any 
thing  be  named  with  thee. 

Now  that  it  may  be  thus,  that  we  may  wholly  live 
to  the  will  of  Gody  we  firft  muft  know  bis  will,  what 
it  is.  Perfons  grofsly  ignorant  of  God,  and  of  his  will, 
cannot  live  to  him  ;  we  tvumot  have  fellowjhip  witb^ 
him,  and  walk  in  darknefs,  for  he  is  lights  i  John  i. 
6,  7.  This  takes  off  a  great  ma.ny  aniongft  us,  that 
have  not  fo  much  as  a  common  notion  of  the  will  of 
God.  But  befides,  that  knowledge,  which  is  a  part, 
and  (I  may  fay)  the  firft  part,  of  the  renewed  image 
of  God,  is  not  a  natural  knowledge  of  fpiritual  things,  , 
merely  attained  by  human  teaching  or  induftry ;  but 
it  is  a  beam  of  God's  own,  ifluing  firom  himfelf,  both 
enlightening  and  enlivening  the  whole  foul.  It  gains 
the  affeftion  and  ftirs  to  adion :  and  fo-,  indeed,  it 
adls,  and  increafes  by  aftilig  ;  for  the  more  we  walk- 
according  to  what  we  know  of  th^  will  of  God,  the 
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more  we  (hall  be  advanced  to  know  more.  That  is 
the  real  proving  what  is  bis  good^  and  boly^  and  ac^ 
ceptable  will,  Rom.  xii.  2.  So  fays  Chrift^  If  any  will 
do  Ibe  will  of  my  Fatber^  be  Jhall  know  of  the  dohrine^ 
John  vii.  17.  Our  lying  off  from  the  lively  ule  of 
known  truth,  keeps  us  low  in  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  communion  with  him. 

a.  So  then  upon  that  knowledge  of  God's  will, 
where  it  is  fpiritual,.and  from  himfelf,  follows  the 
fmting  of  tbe  beart  with  it,  tte  aflfedtions  taking  the 
ftamp  of  it,  and  agreeing  with  it ;  receiving  tbe  truth 
in  tbe  love  of  itj  fo  that  the  heart  may  be  transTormed 
into  it,  and  now  not  driven  to  obedience  violently, 
but  fweetly  moving  to  ii^  by  love  within  the  heart 
framed  to  the  love  of  God,  and  fo  of  his  will. 

3.  As  Divine  knowledge  begets  this  affecaion,  fo 
this  affedion  will  bring  forth  aSlion^  real  obedience. 
For  thefe  three  are  infeparably  linked,  and  each  de- 
pendent on,  and  the  produdt  of,  one  another.  The 
afFedion  is  not  blind,  but  flowing  from  knowledge, 
nor  adtual  obedience  conftrained,  but  flowing  from 
affeftion ;  and  the  afledion  is  not  idle,  feeing  it 
brings  forth  obedience ;  nor  the  knowledge  dead^ 
feeing  it  begets  afie£tion. 

Thus  the  renewed,  the  living  Chriftian,  is  all  fon 
God;  a  facrifice  entirely  offered  up  to  God,  and  a  li^ 
ving  facrifice,  which  lives  to  God.  He  takes  no  more 
notice  of  his  own  carnal  will ;  hath  renounced  that 
to  embrace  the  holy  will  of  God;  and,  therefore, 
though  there  is  a  contrary  law  and  will  in  him,  yet 
he  does  not  acknowledge  it,  but  only  the  law  of 
Chrift,  as  now  eftablifhed  in  him;  that  law  of  love, 
by  which  he  is  fweetly  and  willingly  led  to  real  obe- 
dience. So  that  he  confults  not  now  in  his  ways, 
with  fiejh  and  bjopd,  what  will  pleafe  them,  but  only 
inquires  what  will  pleafe  his  God ;  and,  knowing  hi? 
mind,  refolyes  to  demur  no  more,  nor  to  aflc  confent 
of  any  other.  That  be  will  do;  and  it  is  reafon 
^Opugh  ^0  him,  my  Loi^d  wills  it  \  therefore '  in  his 
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firength/I  will  do  it ;  for  now  I  live  to  his  will,  it  is 
my  life  to  ftudy  and  obey  it. 

Now,  we  know  what  is  the  true  charader  of  the 
redeemed  of  Chrift/  that  they  are  freed  from  the  fer^ 
-vice  of  themfelves  and  of  the  world,  yea,  dead  to  it, 
and  have  no  life  but  for  God,  as  all  bis. 

Let  this,  then,  be  our  fiudy  and  ambition,  to  attaier 
this,  and  to  grow  in  it ;  to  be  daily  further  freed  from 
all  other  ways  and  defires,  and  more  wholly  ad- 
4i<^ed  to  the  will  of  our  God ;  difpleafed  when  we 
find  any  thing  elfe  ftir  or  move  within  us,  but  that^ 
—that,  the  fpring  of  our  motion  in  every  work. 

1.  Becaufe  we  know  that  his  fovereign  will  is  (and 
is  mod  juftly)  the  glory  of  his  name,  therefore  are 
we  not  to  reft  till  this  be  fet  up  in  our  view,  as  our 
end  in  all^  and  to  count  all  our  plaufible  doings  a» 
hateful  (as  indeed  they  are)  that  are  not  aimed  at 
this  end  ;  yea,  endeavouring  to  have  it  as  frequently^ 
and  ias  exprefsly,  before  us  as  we  can,  ftill  keeping 
our  eye  on  the  mark ;  throwing  away,  yea  undoing, 
our  own  intereft,  not  feeking  ourfelves  in  any  thing, 
but  him  in  all. 

2.  As  living  to  bis  will  is  the  great  and  ultimate 
end  we  ihould  propofe  in  all  dur  intentions  and  ac- 
tions, lb  in  all  and  every  ftep  towards  their  execu- 
tion or  accomplifhmcint :  For  we  cannot  attain  his 
end  but  in  his  way,  nor  can  we  intend  it  without  a 
refignation  of  the  way  to  his  prefcription ;  taking^all 
our  (^iredtions  from  him,  how  we  (hall  honour  him 
in  all.  The  foul  that  lives  to  him  hath  enough,  not 
only  to  make  any  thing  warrantable  but  amiable ;  it 
is  his  care  to  feek  his  will ;  and,  having  found  it,  he 
not  only  does  it,  but  delights  to  do  it ;  that  is,  to  live 
to  him,  to  find  it  our  life ;  as  we  fpeak  of  a  work 
wherein  men  do  moft,  and  with  moft  delight  employ 
themfelves.  "  That  fuch  a  luft  be  crucified,  is  it  thy 
**  will.  Lord  ?  then  no  more  advifing,  no  more  de- 
*•  lay.  How  dear  foever  that  was  when  I  lived  to 
*•  it»  it  is  now  as  hateful,  feeing  I  live  to  thee  who 
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"  hateft  it.  Wilt  thou  have  me  forget  an  injury, 
"  though  a  great  one,  and  love  the  perfon  that  hath 
^*  wronged  me  ?  While  1  lived  to  myfelf  and  my 
"  paffions,  this  had  been  hard.  But  now,  how  fwcet 
^<  is  it !  feeing  I  live  to  thee,  and  a^l  glad  to  be  put 
**  upon  things  pioft  oppofite  to  my  corrupt  heart; 
^^  glad  to  trample  upon  my  own  will,  to  follow  thine ; 
'^  and  this  I  daily  afpire  to  ^nd  aim  at,  to  have  n6 
**  will  of  my  own,  but  that  thine  be  in  aie,  that  I 
•*  may  live  to  thee,  as  one  with  thee  ;' and  thou  my 
^  rule  and  delight.  Yea,  not  to  ufe  the  very  natu- 
**  ral  comforts  of  my  life  but  for  thee;  to  eat,  and 
V  drink,  and  fleep  for  thee;  and  not  to  pleafe  my- 
**  felf,  but  to  be  enabled  to  ferve  and  pleafe  thee  ;  to 
^  "  make  one  offering  of  myfelf  and  all  my  acftions  to 
^*  thee  my  Lord." 

Oh !  it  is  the  only  fweet  life  to  be  living  thus, 
and  daily  learning  to  live  more  fully  thus.  It  is  hea- 
ven this,  a  little  fcantling  of  it  here,  and  a  pledge 
of  w|ioie  heaven  :  This  is,  indeed;  the  life  of  Chrift ; 
not  only  like  his,  but  one  with  his;  it  is  his  Spirit,^ 
his  life  derived  into  the  foul ;  and,  therefore,  both 
the  mod  excellent,  an^,  certainly,  mod  permanent,  for 
be  dietb  no  more ^  and  therefore  this  his  life  cannot  be 
extinguifhed.  Hence  is  the  perfeverance  of  the  faints; 
becaufe  they  hav^  one  life  with  Chrift,  and  fo  are 
^live  unto  God,  orice  fbr  ajf,  for  ever^ 

It  is  true,  the  former  cuftom  of  fin  would  plead 
old  poffeffion  with  grace;  and  this  the  Appftle  im- 
plies here,  that  becaufe  ^formerly  we  liv^d  to  our 
lulls,  they  will  urge  that;  but  he  teaches  us  to  beat 
it  diredtly  back  on  them,  and  turn  the  edge  of  it  as 
a  raoft  ffrong  reafon  agai'nft  them.  **  True  you  had 
•*  fo  long  time  of  us,  the  more  is  our  forrow  and 
**  fhame,  and  the  more  reafon  that  it  be  no  longer 

The  rcjl  of  this  time  in  the  flejh,'\  That  is,  in  this 

body,  not  to  be  fp^rit  as  the  foregoing,  in  living  to  the 

fiejb^  that  is,  the  corrupt  lyfts  of  it,  and  the  common 
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-w^ays  of  the  'world:  But  as  often  as  the  Chriftian 
looks  bs^ck  on  t^at^  to  fijnd  it  as  a  fptir  in  his  fide,  to 
be  the  more  e^rneft,  and  more  wholly  bufied  in  li- 
ving much  tp  God,  having  lived  fo  long  contrary  to 
hini,  in  living  to  the  flefti.  Tbepaji  may  fuffice  ;  there 
is  a  figure  in  that  *,  meaning  much  nlore  than  the 
wprds  exprefs :  \l\i enough j  Oh!  /do  muchy  to  have 
lived  fo  long  fo  tnifcrable  a  life. 

Now,  fays  the  Chriftian,  ^^  OhiHiorfupt  lufts  and 
**  deluding  world  !  look  for  no  more,  I  have  ferved 
"  you  too  long.  The  reft,  whatfoever  it  is,  muft  be 
"  to  my  Lord  J  to  HVe  to  hiin  by  w;hom  I  live  ;  and 
*^  afhamed  and  grieved  I  am  Iwas.fo  long  iti  be» 
•*  ginning.  So  much  paft,  it  may  be,  the  moft,  of  my 
*•  mort  race  paft,  before  I  took  notice  of  God,  or 
^^  looked  towards  him.  Oh  !  how  have  I  ]oft,  and 
**  worfe  than  loft,  all  my  by  paft  days  ?  Now,  had 
^*  I.t][je  advantages  and  abilities  of  many  men,  and 
V  were  I  to  live  many  age^,  aU  fboiild  be  to  live  to 
*'  my  Godj  and  honopr  him.  And  what  ftrength  I 
**  have,  and  what  time  I.  (hall  have,  through  his. 
"  grace,  (hall  be  wholly  his.^'  And  when  any  Chri^ . 
ftiah  bath  thus  refolvedj  his  intended  life  being  fo 
imperfed,  and  the  time  fo  (hort,  the  poom^efs  of  the 
offer  would  break  his  heart,  were  there  not  an  eter- 
iiity  before  him,  wherein  he  ftKiU  live  to  liis  God, 
and  in  him,  without  blemifti  and  without  end. 

Spiritual  things  being  once  difcerned  by  a  fpiri- 

.  tual  light,  the  whole  foul  is  carried  after  them  ;^and 

the  ways  of  holinefs  are  never  truly  fweet  till  they 

be  thoroughly  embraced  with  a  full  renunciation  of 

all  that  is  contrary  to  them. 

All  his  former  ways  of  wandering  from  God  are 
very  hateful  to  a  Chriftian,  who  is  indeed  returned 
and  brought  home ;  and  thofe  moft  of  all  hateful, 
wherein  he  hath  moft  wandered  and  moft  delighted- 
A  tight  of  Chrift  gains  the  heart,  makes  it  break  from 
all  intanglements  of  its  own  lufts^  and  of  the  profane 

world 
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world  about  it.  And  thefe  are  the  two  things  the. 
Apoftle  here  aims  at,  exhorting  Ghriftians  to  the 
ftudy  of  newnefs  of  life,  and  (hewing  the  neceffitjr 
of  it.  He  intimates  that  they  cannot  be  Cbriilians 
without  it ;  he  oppofes  their  new  eftate  and  engage- 
ment,  to  the  old  cuftoms  of  their  former  condition, 
and  to  the  continuing  cuftom  and  conceit  of  the  un- 
godly world ;  that^againft  both  they  may  maintain  that 
Tank  and  dignity  to  which  now. they  are  called,  dnd^ 
in  a  holy  difdain  of  both,  walk  as  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord.  Their  own  former  cuftom  he  fpeaks  to, 
ver.  2,  3.  and  to  the  cuftom  and  opinion  of  the  world, 
ver.  4.  and  both  thefe  will  fet  ilrong  upon  a  man,  efpe- 
cially  while  he  is  yet  weak,  and  newly  entered  into 
that  new  eftate. 

I.  His  old  acquaintance,  his  wonted  lufts,  will  noC 
fail  to  beftir  themfelves  ta  accoft  him  in  their  moft 
obliging  familiar  way,  and  reprefent  their  long  con- 
tinued friendfliip.  But  the  Chriftian,  following  the 
5)rinciples  of  his  new  being,  will  not  entertairt^any 
ong  difcourfe  with  them,  but  cut  them  fhort ;  tell 
them  that  the  change  he  hath  made  he  avows,  and 
finds  it  fo  happy,  that  thefe  former  delights  may  put 
off  hopes  of  regaining  him.  No,  though  they  drefs 
themfelves  in  their  beft  array,  and  put  on  all  their 
'  ornaments,  and  fay,  as  that  known  word  of  that 
courtefan,  I  am  the  fame  I  was^  the  Chriftian  will  an- 
fwer  as  he  did,  I  am  not  the  fame  I  was .  And  not 
only  thus  will  he  turn  ofi"  the  plea  of  former  acquain- 
tance that  fin  makes,  but  turn  it  back  upon  it,  as,  in 
his  prefent  thoughts,  making  much  againft  it.  ♦'  Tl^c 
^\  longer  I  was  fo  deluded,  the  more  reafon  now  that 
"  I  be  wifer ;  the  more  time  fo  mifpent,  the  more 
**  preffing  neceffity  of  redeeming  it.  Oh  I  I  have 
**  too  long  lived  in  that  vile  flavery.  All  was  but 
**  hulks  I  fed  on  ;  /  was  laying  out  mf  money  for  that 
**  wbicb  was  no  breads  and  my  labour  for  that  wbicb 
*♦  fatisfied  not,  Ifa.  Iv.  2.  Now  I  am  on  the  purfuit 
l\  of  a  good  that  I  am  fure  will  fatisfy,  will  fill  the 
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''  largeft  defires  of  my  foul ;  and  flxdl  I  be  fpatirig 
"  and  flacky  or  Ihall  any  thing  eall  me  off  from  it?* 
^*  Let  it  not  be.  I  that  took  fo  much  pains,  early 
**  and  late,  to  ferve  d,nd  facfifice;  to  fo  bafea  god  ; 
"  (hall  I  not  now  live  more  to  my  new  Lord^  the 
**  living  Godf  and  facrifice  my  time  and  ftrehgtH,  and 
"  my  whole  felf,  to  him  ?'• 

And  this  is  ftill  the  regret  of  the  fenfible  Ghrrftian, 
that  he  cannot  Attain  to  that  unwearied  diligence,' 
and  that  ftrong  bent  of  aflfeiSbion,  in  feeking  com- 
manion  with  God,  and  living  to  him,  that  fometimesi 
fie  had  for  the  feryice  of  fin ;  he  wonders  that  it' 
ihould  be  thus  with  him,  not  to  equal  that  which  it 
were  fo  reafohable  that  he  fhould  fo  far  exceed. 

It  is,  beyond  expreffion,  a  thing  to  be  lamented, 
that  fb  fmall  a  number  of  men  regard  God,  the  au« 
thor  of  their  being,  that  fo  few  live  to- Him  in  whom' 
they  H'oe ;  returning  that  being  and  life  they  have, 
and  all  their  enjoyments,  as  is  due,  to  him  frotn 
whom  they  all  flow*  And  then,  how  pitiful  is  it,  that 
the  fmall  number  that  is  thus  minded,  minds  it  fo  re« 
mifsly  and  coldly,  and  is  fo  far  outftripped  by  the 
children  of  this  world,'lh9t  they  follow  painted  follies 
and  lies  with  more  eagernefs  and  induftry  thaO  the 
children  of  wifdom  do  that  certain  and  folid  bl^fled- 
nefs  that  they  feek  after  *.  Strange  !  that  men  fliould 
do  fo  much  violence  one  to  another,  and  to  them- 
fchres  in  body  and  mind,  for  trifles  and  chaff !  and 
that  there  is  fo  little  to  be  found  of  that  allowed  and 
commanded  violence^  for  a  kingdom^  ^nd  Jiich  a  king-^ 
dom  that  cannot  be  moved^  Heb.  xii.  28.;  a  word  too 
high  for  all  the  monarchies  under  the  fun. 

And,  ftiould  not  our  diligence  and  violence  in  this 
fo  worthy  a  defign  be  fo  much  the  greater,  the  later 
we  begin  to  purfue  it?  They  tell  it  of  Caefar,  that 
when  he  pafled  into  Spain,  meeting  there  with  Alexan- 
der's ftatue,  it  occafioned  him  to  weep,  confidering 
that  he  was  up  fo  much  more  early,  having  perform- 
ed 
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«d  fo  many  conquefts  in  thofe  y^ars,  wherein  he 
thovijght  he  himfelf  had^dofie  nqtHing,  and  was  but  yel! 
beginning.  Truly  it  will  be  a  fad. thought,  lb  a  really 
renewed  mind,  to  look  back  on  the  flower  oF  youth 
and  ftrength  as  loft  itx  vanity ;  if  hot  in  grofs  pro- 
fanenefs,  yet  in  felf-ferving  and  felf-plfeafing,  and  in 
ignorance  and  negleft  of  God.  And  perceiving  theit 
few  years  fo  far  fpent  ere  they  fet  out,  they  will  ac- 
doUpt  days  precious,  and  make  the  more  hafte,  and 
4efire,  with  holy  Jpavid,  enlarged  hearts  to  run  the 
way  of  God* s  commatidmenti,  Pfal.  cxijL  32,  They 
wiU  ftudy  to  live  much  ift  a  little  time  $  and,  having 
lived  alLthe  paft  timei  to  no  pu^pofe,  will  be  fenfible 
they  have  none  now  to  fpare  upon  the  lufts  and  ways 
of  the  flefti,  and  vain  focieties  and  vifits :  Yea,  they 
Wl  be  redeeming  all.  they  can  even  from  their  ne^ 
ceflTary  affairs,  for  that  which  is  more  neceflary  than' 
all  other  neceffitiea,  that  one  thing  needful^  IQ  \t2ixn 
the  will  of  our  God,  and  live  to  it  j  this  is  our  bufi-, 
aefs,  oxxx  high  ^alting^  the  main  aild  moft  excellent  of 
all  our  employments* 

Not  that  we  are  to  caft  otf  our  particular  callings, 
or  omit  due  diligence  in  them  ;  for  that  will  prove  a 
fnare,  and  involve  a  perfon  in  things  more  oppofite 
to  godlinefs.  But  certainly  this  living  to  Gorf  requires,- 
J.  A  fit  meafuring  of  thy  own  ability  for  affairs,  and, 
as  far  as  thou  canft  choofe,  fitting  thy  load  to  thy 
ihoulders,  not  furcharging  thyfelf  with  it.  An  ex* 
ceffive  burden,  of  bufinefles,  either  by  the  greatnefs 
or  multitude  of  them,  will  not  fail  to  entangle  thee, 
and  deprefs  thy  mind;  and  will  hold  it  fo  down, 
that  thou  ftialt  not  find  it  pplfible  to  walk  upright- 
and  look  upwards,  with  that  freedom  and  frequency 
that  becomes  heirs  of  heaven.^ 

2.  The  meafure  of  thy  affairs  being  adapted,  look 
to  thy  affecStion  in  them^  that  it  be  regulated  too^ 
Thy  heart  may  be  engaged  in  thy  little  bufinefs  as 
much,  if  thoL\  watch  it  not„^  as  in  many  and  great  af- 
fairs.     A  man  may  droWn  in  a  little  brook  ot  pool 
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as  well  as  in  a  great  river,  if  he  be  down  arid  plunge 
himfelf  into  it,  and  put  his  head  under  water.  Some 
jcare  thou  muft  have,  that  thou  mayeft  not  care; 
thefe  things  are  thorns  indeed ;  thou  miift  make  t 
hedge  of  them,  to  keep  out  thofe  temptations  that 
accompany  floth,  and  e^ctreme  want  that  waits  oa 
it :  But  let  them  be  the  hedge  ;  fufier  them  not  to 
grow  within  the  garden:  Though  they  increafe^ fet 
not  thy  heart  on  tbem^  qor  fet  them  in  thy  hearts 
That  place  is  due  to  another,  is  made  to  be  the  gar- 
den of  thy  beloved  Lord  ;  made  for  the  bed  plants 
|ind  flowers  ;  and  there  they  ought  to  grow,  the  love 
of  God,  and  faith,  and  meeknefs,  and  the  other  fra- 
grant graces  of  the  Spirit.  And  know  that  this  is  no 
common  nor  eafy  matter  to  keep  the  heart  difengagedi 
in  the  midft  of  affairs,  that  ftill  it  be  referved  for 
Him  whofe  right  it  is. 

.  3.  Not  only  labour  to  keep  thy  mind  fpiritual  ia 
itfelf,  but  by  it  put  a  fpiritual  ftamp  even  upon  thj 
temporal  employments ;  and  fo  thou  fhalt  live  )t6 
God,  not  only  without  prejudice  of  thy  calling,  but 
leven  in  it,  and  (halt  converfe  with  him  in  thy  fhop, 
or  in  the  field,  or  in  thy  journey,  doing  alt  in  obe- 
dience to  him,  and  offering  aU,  and  thy felf  withali^ 
as  a  facrifice  to  him  :  Thou  ftill  with  him,  and  he 
ftill  with  thee,  in  all.  This  is  to  live  to  the  will  of 
God  indeed,  to  follow  his  diredion,  arid  intend  hi$ 
glory  in  all.  Thus  the  wife,  in  the  very  overfight 
bf  her  houfe^  and  the  hufband*  in  his  affairs  abroad, 
may  be  living  to  God,  raifing  their  low  employments 
Ito  a  high  quality  this  way,  **  Lord,  even  this  mcaa 
*•  work  I  do  for  thee,  complying  with  thy  will,  who  , 
^'  hail  put  me  in  this  ftation«  and  given  me  this  taik ; 
**  thy  will  be  done.  Lord,  I  offer  up  even  this  work 
^*  to  thee,  accept  of  me,  and  of  my  defire  to  obey 
**  thee  in  all."  And  as  in  their  work,  fo  in  their  re- 
^refliments  and  reft,  fuch  Chriftians  purfue  all  for 
lim,  whether  they  eat  or  drinks  doing  all  for  this  rea-* 
j^n,  becaufe  it  is  his  will  j  and  for  this  end,  that  he 
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xnay  have  ghry ;  bending  the  ufe  of  all  their  ftrengtb^ 
iknfl  all  his  mercies,  that  way  ;  fetting  this  mark  on 
all  their  defigos  and  ways,  ibis  for  tbe  glory  of  my 
Irodf  and  this  further  for  bis  glory ^  i  Cor,  x.  31.  fo 
from  one  thing  to  another  throughout  their  whole 
life.  This  is  the  art  of  keeping  the  heart  fpiritual 
in  all  affairs,  yea,  of  fpirilualifing  the  affairs  them- 
felves  in  their  ufe,  that  in  themfelves  are  earthly. 
This  is  the  elixir  that  turns  lower  metal  into  gold, 
the  mean  adions  of  this  life,  in  a  Chrillian's  hands^ 
into  obedience  and  holy  offerings  unto  God. 

And,  were  we  acquainted  with  the  way  of  inter* 
mixing  holy  thoughts,  ejaculatory  eyings  of  God,  in 
our  ordinary  ways,  it  would  keep  the  heart  in  a  fweet 
temper  all  the  day  long,  and  have  an  excellent  in- 
fluence into  all  our  ordinary  aAions  and  holy  per- 
formances, at  thofe  times  when  we  apply  ourfelves 
folemnly  to  them.  Our  hearts  would  be  near  them, 
not  fo  far  off  to  feek,  and  call  in,  as  ufually  they  are 
through  the  neglect  of  this.  This  were  to  ijualk  with 
God  indeed ;  to  go.  all  the  day  long  as  in  our  Father's 
hand ;  whereas,  without^  this,  our  praying  morning 
and  evening  looks  but  as  a  formal  vifit,  not  delight- 
ing in  that  conftant  converfe  which  yet  is  our  happi^ 
xiefs  and  honour,  and  makes  all  ellates  fweeL  This 
would  refrefli  us  in  the  hardeft  labour ;  as  they  that 
carry  the  f pices  from  Arabia  are  refrefhed  with  the 
fmell  of  them  in  their  journey  ;  and  fome  obfervc, 
that  it  keeps  their  ftrength,  and  frees  them  from  faint- 
ing. 

If  you  would  then  live  to  God  indeed,  be  not  fa* 
tisi&ed  without  the  conftant  regard  of  him;  and  who* 
foever  bath  attained  moft  of  it,  ftudy  it  yet  more  to 
fet  the  Lord  always  before  yoUy  as  I)avid  profeffetb, 
Ffal.  xvi.  8.  and  then  (hall  you  have  that  comfort 
that  be  adds,  Hejhall  beJHll  at  your  right  hand,  that 
youJh^U  not  be  moved. 

And  you  that  are  yet  to  begin  to  this,  think  what 
his  patience  is,  that,  after  you  have  (lighted  fo  many 
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calls,  you  may  yet  begin  ^  to  feek  him,  and  live  to 
him  ;  and  then,  confider^  if  you  flill  defpife  all  this 
goodnefs,  how  foon  it  may  be  otberwife ;  you  may 
be  paft  the  reach  of  this  call,  and  may  not  begin,  but 
be  cut  off  for  ever  from  the  hopes  of  it.  Oh,  hov^ 
fad  an  eftate  I  and  the  more,  by  the  remembrance  of 
thefe  flighted  offers  and  invitations  !  Will  you  then 
yet  return,  you  that  would  (hare  in  Ch^ft  ?  Let  go 
thefe  lufts  to  which  you  have  hitherto  lived,  and  em- 
brace him,  and  in  him  there  is  fpirit  and  life  for  you. 
He  fhall  enable  you  to  live  this  heavenly  life  to  the 
will  of  God,  bis  God  and  your  God^  and  bis  Fatber 
and  your  Fatber^  John  xx,  17.  Oh  !  delay  no  longer 
this  happy  change  j  how  foon  may  that  puff  of  breath 
that  is  in  thy  noflrils,  who  heareft  this,  be  extinguifh-> 
ed  !  and  art  thou  willing  to  die  in  thy  fins,  rather 
than  that  they  die  before  thee  ?  Thinkeft  thou  it  a 
pain  to  live  to  the  will  of  God  ?  Sure  it  will  be  more 
pain  to  lie  under  his  eternal  wrath.  Oh!  thou 
knoweli  not  how  fweet  they  find  it  that  have  tried 
it!  Or  thinkeft  thou,  I  will  afterwards ?  Who  can  ^ 
make  thee  fure  either  of  that  afterwards,  or  of  that 
will,  if  hut  afterwards?  Why  not  now  prefently, 
without  further  debate  ?  Haft  thou  not  ferved  fin 
long  enough  ?  may  not  the  time  paft  in  that  fervice 
fufiice,  yea,  is  it  not  too  much  ?  Wouldft  thou  only 
live  unto  God  as  little  time  as  may  be,  and  think  the 
dregs  of  thy  life  good  enough  for  him  ?  What  in- 
gratitude and  grofs  folly  is  this  !  Yea,  though  thou 
wert  fure  of  coming  into  him,  and  being  accepted  ; 
yet,  if  thou  knoweft  him  in  any  meafure,'  thou 
wouldft  not  thiiik  it  a  privilege  to  defer  it,  but  wil- 
lingly choofe  to  be  free  from  the  world  and  thy  lufts 
to  be  immediately  his,  and  wouldft,  with  David,  1||a^^ 
bajie,  and  not  delay  to  keep  bis  righteous  judgTrif^nts : 
all  the  time  thou  liveft  without  him,  what  a  filthy 
wretched  life  is  it,  if  that  can  be  called  life  that  is 
without  him  ?  To  live  to  fin,  is  to  live  ftill  in  a  dun- 
geon ;  but  to  live  Jto  the  will  of  God,  is  to  walk  in  li- 
\oull.  X,  ^  bcrty 
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ber^  and  ligbt ;  to  walk  by  liKht  ttnto  light,  by  tb^ 
iKginnings  oif  it  to  the  fuloefs  of  it,  th^t  is  in  bis  pi^^n 
fence. 

Vcr.  4,  5.  Wbemn  t^ey  think  itjirange  that  yau  rtm 
not  with  them  tq  thf  fafiu  exufs  of  riot^fpeakifig 
€vil  ofrou  ; 

H^bq  Jbali  give  account  to  bim  that  is  re(nijf  to  ju^gfi 
the  quick  and  the  dead. 

^^RAC£,  until  it  i;each  its  home,  9fl4  end  in  glo^ 
Vjr  ry,  is  Aill  in  conflid,  «fith  a  reftler$  paity  with- 
in und  without,  yea^  the  whol$  world  againft  it.  It 
is  a  ftranger  here,  and  is  accounted  gnd  ufedfo; 
tbey  think  it  ftrange  that  you  run  not  with  thfm,  and 
ibey  Speak  evil  of  you.  Thefe  wpndenng  thoughts 
they  vent  in  reproaching  words. 

In  tfaefe  two  vi^rfes  we  have  thefe  three  tbinsi  '• 
I.  The  Cbriftian*s  oppofite  courfe  to  the  worlds 
i.  Tiietr  oppoGte  thoughts  and  fpeecfaes  of  this  courier 
3.  The  {upreme  aqd  final  judgment  of  both. 

i«  Th«  oppofite  coDrie  in  that.  They  run  to  e^iceffti 
of  riot.  2.  Ton  run  not  witb  them.  They  ru|i  to 
^xctfks^atTttnm^,  qf  riot  or  luxury.  Though  all  na- 
tural men  are  not,  in  the  gro&ft  kind,  guilty  of  this, 
yet  they  are  all  of  them  fame  way  truly  riotous  or 
luxurious,  iavij[hing  away  themfeives,  an4  their  day6» 
upon  the  poor  perifhixig  delights  of  jGn,  each  accord*^ 
tog  to  bis  own  palate  and  humour.  As  all  perfons 
that  are  riotous,  in  the  common  (enfe  qf  it,  gluttoos 
or  drun^rds,  do  not  love  the  fame  kind  of  meats  or 
drink,  but  have  fbyeral  reliOies  or  appetites ;  yet  tbejjr 
agree  in  the  nature  of  the  fin  ;  fo  the  notion  enlw- 
geifa^er  th^  iame  inanner,  to  .the  different  cuftoo 
of  corrupt  nature,  takes  in  all  the  ways  of  iin  ;  fame 
glutting  in,  and  continually  drunk  with,  pleafures 
^nd  carnal  enjoyments,  others  with  the  cares  of  this 
life,  which  our  Saviour  reckons  with  furfeiticg  and 
drunke^iCf&^t  as  l)eiug  a  kind  of  it,  and  furcharging 
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the  hdatt  a$  fUey  d^,  as  there  he  exprefles  it,  Luke  xxu 
34.  Take  heed  to  yourfehes^  left  at  any  time  your  hearts 
he  Mercbatged  with  fu^feiting  and  drunkenn^s^  and 
cotes  of  this  life.  Whatfoever  it  is  that  draws'  awaiy 
the  heart  from  God,  that^  bow  plaufibk  Ibever,  doth 
debauch  and  deftroy  us.  We  fpeud  and  undo  our- 
feltres  upohf  it,  as  the  word  ^oxi^  iignifies,  making 
havoch  of  all*  And  the  other  word,  a^a^eii^  Jbrofu^ 
Jion  and  dijfolutelavijbing^  pouring  out  cbe  afredion 
upon  vanity.  It  is  fcattered  and  defiled  as  njdater 
fpiH  upon  tbegfoundf  that  cannot  be  cleanfed  nor  j^a^ 
tbeted  up  again.'  Arid ' the  reprefentatioti  is  indeed 
v^rryjuft;  it  pafles  all  our  ikill  atid  ftren^h  tore^ 
cover  and  recoiled  oilir  hearts  for  God  ;  he  only  caii 
d«^  it  for  himfelf;  he  that  itiade  it  C2in  gather  it,  and 
cleanfe  Hi,  and  make  it  new,  and  unite  it  tobimfelf. 
Oh  !  what  a  fcattdred^  bYokeO)  ut^iftable  thing  h  the 
ea^mal  heart  till  it  be  changed,  falling  in  love  witk 
evety  g^y  folly  it  tikem§  withii;  aod  running  out  to 
teit  profafely  upon  things  l4ke  its  vain  felf,  tteit  fuit 
and  agtee  with  it,  and  ftrve  iti  lufts;  it  can  dream 
axiPd  nlufe  uponf  thefe  long  efoough,  any  thifng  that 
&eds  the  earihiinefs  0#pYideof  it,  caq  be  prodigal 
of  hours,  arid  l^t  out  floods  of  thoughts,^  where  a  little 
is  too  idfttch,  but  is  bounded  a«kl  ftratteded  where  all 
are  too  little  i  hat^b  nOt^  OiSe  fi^xed  thought  in  a  whole 
day  to  fpare  for  God<» 

And  truly  this  running  out  of  the  heaFrt  is  a  conti^ 
jAo^drunk^nefs  ^d  iba^hefs^;  it  is  not  capable  of 
xeafon^,  and  wilt  not  be  (lopped  in  its  current  by  drny 
|>erfuaiii6n ;  it  is  mad  upon  its  idols^  as  the  Prophet 
fpeaks,  Jer.  1.  38*  fori  may  as  well  fpeak  to  a  rivet 
ki  its  courfe,  a^d  bid  it  ftay,  as  fpeak  to  an  impeni- 
.tent  fiiiner  io  the  coutfe  of  his  iniquity  ;  and  all  thif 
Gthir  means  yoti  can  ufe,  is  but  ^s  the  putting  of 
your  finger  to  ^  r]a^d  fti^eam  to  flay  it.  But  there 
is  a  hiand  can  both  flop  and;  turn  the  mod  impetuous 
torrem  of  the  hearty  Prov.  xxi.  i.  be  it  even  of  a 
Ki^gf  that  win  le*ft  endure  any  other  conirolment. 

NoW| 
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Now,  as  the  ungodly  world  naturally  inovcs  to  this 
profufion  with  a  ftrong  and  fwift  motion,  runs  to  itp  / 
fo  it  runs  together  to  it,  and  that  makes  the  current 
both  the  fironger  and  fwifter ;  as  a  number  of  brooks 
falling  into  one  main  channel  make  a  mighty  ftiream. 
And  every  man  naturally  is,  in  his  birth,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  his  life,  juft  as  a  brook,  that  of  itfelf  is  car- 
ried to  that  ftream  of  fin  that  is  in  the  world,  and 
then  falling  into  it,  is  carried  rapidly  along  with  it. 
And  if  every  fiiiner,  taken  ap^rt,  be  fo  inconvertible 
by  all  created  power,  how  much  more  hard  a  talk  i* 
a  public  reformation,  and  turning  a  land  from  its 
courfe  of  wlckednefs ;  all  that  is  fet  to  dam  up  their 
way,  doth  at  the  beft  but  ftay  them  a  little,  and  they 
fwell,  and  rife,  and  run  oyer  with  more  noife  and 
violence  than  if  they  had  not  been  flopped.  Thus 
we  find  outward  reftraints  proye,  aixd  thus  the  very 
public  judgments  of  God  on  us.  ^They  may  have 
made  a  little  interruption,  but  upon  the  abatement 
of  them,  the  courfe  of  fin,  v^  all  kinds,  feems  to  be 
now  more  fierce,  as  it  were,  to  regain  the  time  loft  in 
that  conftrained  forbearance :  So  that  we  fee  the  need 
of  much  prayer  to  entreat  bis  powerful  hapd,  that 
can  turn  the  courfe  of  Jordan,  that  he  would  work^ 
not  a  temporary,  but  an  abiding  change  of  the  courfe  y 
of  this  land,  and  caufe  many  fouls  to  look  upon  Jefus^ 
Chrift,  and  flow  into  him,  as  the  word  i«,  ryxvu 
Pfal.  xxxiv,  5, 

'  This  is  their  courfe,  but  you  run  not  with  tbem. 
The  godly  are  a  fmall  and  weak  company,  and  yet 
run  counter  to  the  grand  torrent  of  the  world,  juft 
againft  them.  And  there  is  a  Spirit  within  thenfi, 
whence  .that  their  contrary  motion  flows;  a  Spirit 
ilrong  enough  to  maintain  it  in  them,  againft  all  the 
ctowd  and  combined  courfe  of  the  ungodly,  i  John 
•iv.4.  Greater  is  be  tbat  is  in  youy  than  be  that  is  in 
tbe  world.  .  As  Lpt  in  Sodom,  bis  righteous  foul  was 
not  carried  with  them,  but  vexed  witb  tbeir  ungodly 
doings.    There  is  to  a  believer  the  example  of  Chrift, 

to 
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to  fet  againft  the  example  of  the  world,  and  the  Spirit 
of  Ghrift  againil  the  fpirit  of  the  woi^ld ;  and  thefe 
are  by  far  the  more  excellent  and  ftronger.  Faitb^ 
looking  to  him,  and  drawing  virtue  from  him,  makes 
the  foul  furmount  all  difcouragements  and  oppofitions; 
fo  Heb.  xii.  l.  Looking  to  Jefus  :  And  not  only  as  an 
example  worthy  t6.  oppofe  to  all  the  world's  examples; 
the  faints  were  fo.  Chap.  xi.  and  Chap.  xii. ;  but  he 
more  than  they  all :  But  further,  be  is  the  Author  and 
Finijber  of  our  faith  ;  and  fo  we  eye  him,  as  having 
endured  the  crofs\  and  dejpifed  the  Jhame^  and  z^fet 
down  at  the  right  band  of  the  throne  of  God.  Not 
only  that  in  doing  fo,  we  may  follow  him  in  that 
way,  unto  that  end  as  our  pattern,  but  as  our  Head, 
from  whom  we  borrow  our  ilrength  to  follow  fo,  the 
Author  and  Tinijher  of  mr  faith.  And  fo,  i  John  y. 
4.  This  is  our  vidlory,  whereby  we  overcome  the  worldp 
even  our  faiths 

The  Spirit  of  God  Ihews  the  believer  clearly  both 
the  bafenefs  of  the  ways  of  fin,  and  the  wretched 
meafure  of  their  end*  That  divine  light  difcovcrs 
the  fading  and!  falfe  blu(h  of  the  pleafures  of  fin,  that 
there  is  nothing  under  them  biit  true  deformity  and 
rottednefs,  which  the  deluded  grofs  world  does  not 
fee,  but  takes  the  fif  ft  appearance  of  it  for  true  and 
f9lid  beauty,  and  fo  is  enamoured  with  a  painted 
ilrurapet.  And  as  he  fees  the  vilenefs  of  that  love  of 
fin,  he  fees  the  final  unhappinefs  of  it,  that  her  ways 
lead  down  to  the  chambers  of  death.  Methinks  a  be- 
liever is  as  one  ftanding  upon  a  high  tower,  that'  fees 
the  way  wherein  the  world  ru(l39  in  a  valley, .  as  an 
unavoidable  pred^ipice,  a  fteep  edge,  hanging  over  the 
bottomlefs  pit,  where  all  that  are  not  reclaimed  fall 
over  before  they  be  a  war?  ;  this  they,  in  their  low 
way,  perceive  not,  and  therefore  walk  and  run  on  in 
the  fmooth  pleafures  and  eafe  of  it  towards  their  per- 
'dition  ;  but  he  that  fees  the  end  will  not  run  with 
them* 

And 
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And  9td  he  hath  by  that  light  of  the  Spirit  tfels  deiaf 
feafoit  of  thinking  on,  and  taking  another  dourfe,  fo 
by  that  Spirit  he  hath  a  very  natural  bent  to  a^  cpfi- 
trary  motion,  that  h«  cannot  be  one  with  them. 
That  Spirit  moyed  him  upwards,  whence  it  came,  and 
make^  that,  in  fo  far  as^he  is  renewed,  his  natural 
'motion,  thoagb  he  hath  a  clog  of  ftefbjthat  cleaves  to 
him,'  and  lb  breeds  him  fooie  diffi<^ulty  ;  yet  in  the 
Hrengtl^  of  that  new  nature  he  overcomes  it,  and  goes 
#n  till  he  attain  his  end,  where  all  the  diiBcnlty  in 
the  way  prefently  id  ovfer- rewarded  and  forgotten ; 
tha^  makes  amends  for  every  weary  ftcp,  that  every 
&M  of  thefe  that  it^k  in  that  way  doe^  appear  in  Zion 
t^fife  God,  VM.  Ixxxiv.  6. 

2«  We  hate  their  ^ppoftte  rhotights  and  fpeeches 
erf  each  other  ;  tbey  think  itjlrahge^  /peaking  evildf 
you*  The  Chriftian  dtfd  the  c^tfrnal  man  are  moft 
wonderful  10  each  other.  The  one  wonder^  to  fee 
the  other  walk  fo  ftriftly,  and  deny  himfelf  to  thefc 
cMnal  liberties  that  the  moft  take,  and  take  for  fo  ne^ 
ceflary,  that  they  think  they  could  not  Kve  withottt 
fhc^w  And  the  Cbtiftian  thinks  it  ftrange  that  men 
fhoitld  be  h  b6fwitched,  ^ttA  ftrll  remain  children  in 
the  vanity  etf  their  tutmioil,  wearying  andhumonring 
theniFfelves  from  morning  to'  night,  running  after -fto- 
riesf  and  fancies,  ever  bufy  doing  nothing ;  wonders 
that  the  delights  of  earth  and  fin  can  fo  long  enter- 
tskfk  and  pleafe  men,  and  perfuafde  them  to  give  JefUs 
Chrifli  fo  many  refufak  ;  to  turn  from  their  life  and 
happ^nefs,  and  choofe  to  be  mifera^ble ;  yea,  and  take 
much  pains  to  make  themfelves  milerafble.  He  kno^s 
the  depravednefs  and  blindnefs  of  nature  in  thil} 
knows  it  by  himfelf  that  once  he  was  k^^  and  ther^- 
fo#e  wonders  fi<ii  fo  iwucb  at  them  asr  they  do  at  hrdi ; 
yet  the  unreafanablene&  and  fr^en^y  of  that  cotfrfe 
now  appears  to  him  in  ^  ftro^ng  a  tight,  that  he  carii 
not  bnt  wonder  at  thefe  woful  mi'ftakesw  B^it  tte 
ungodly  wonder  far  more  at  him,  not  knowing  the 
inward  caufe  of  his  different  choice  and  way.     The 

believe// 
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l)eliever,  as  we  faid,  is  upon  the  hill ;  be  is  goiisgup^ 
looks  back  oq  them  in  the  valley,  and  fees  their  \f$f 
tending  to/aiad  ending  in,  death,  and  calls  them  to 
retire  from  it  as  lond  as  he  can ;  tells  them  the  dan^ 
ger ;  but  either  they  hear  not,  nor  underftaQd  this 
language,  or  will  not  believe  him ;  finding  prefent 
eafe  and  delight  in  their  way^  they  will  not  confider 
and  fufpe£t  the  end  of  it ;  but  tbey  judge  him  the 
fool  that  will  not  (hare  with  them,  and  take  that  way 
where  fUcb  multitudes  go,  and  with,  fucb  eafe ;  an4 
fon^  of  them  with  their  train^  ^nd  borfes^  and  coach«- 
es,  and  all  their  pomp  :  And  he,  and  a  w  ftraggUng" 
poor  creatures  like  him,  cliBibing  up  a  craggy  fteefi 
hill,  and  will  by  no  means  come  off  from  that  wayi^ 
and  partake  of  theirs ;  not  knowing,  or  not  believing, 
that  at  the  top  of  thsist  hill  be  climb^^  is  that  happy 
glorious  city,  tbe  ww  Jcrujalem^  whereof  he  is  a  ci^ 
tizen,  ^Qd  whither  he  is  tending  ;  not  believing  thait 
he  knows  the  end  both  of  their  way  and  his  own  ^ 
^1)4  therefore  would  reclaim  thiem  if  he  eauld,  bu|: 
will  by  no  means  return  unto  them^  Jer.  jcv.  f  9.  as  th^ 
J-ord  commanded  the  Prophet. 

The  world  thinks  itrange  ihat  a  Chriilian  cao 
fpend  fo  much  time  in  fecrct  prayer,  not  knowing 
nor  being  able  to  conceive,  th,e  fweetaeft  of  com?- 
tnunion  with  God^  which  he  attains  that  way  ;  yea, 
while  he  feels  it  noi;  how  fweet  it  is,  beyond  the 
world's  enj/^ments,  to  be  but  fecking  after  it,  ati^ 
waiting  for  it.  Oh  !  the  delight  that  is  in  the  bittei> 
^ft  exercife  of  repentanoe  I  The  very  tears,  mucli 
more  the  fucceeding  harveft  of  joy  !  It  is  ilrange 
unto  a  carnal  man  to  fee  the  child  of  Goddifdain  the 
pleasures  of  lin«  not  knowing  the  higher  and  purer 
delights  and  pleafures  that  he  is  called- to "^y  and  o£ 
which  be  hath,  it  may  be,  fome  part  at  prefent ;  but 
however  the  fulnefs  of  them  in  alTured  hope* 

The  ftrangenefs  of  the  world^s  way  to  the  Chrifti-  , 
f^n,  and  his  to  it,  though  (hat  is  fomewbat  unnatural, 

\yii^QntjinMn vtrtf voluntatis ignari^    Arifti Eth. 
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yet  aiTeds  them  very  difFereotly.  He  looks  on  the 
deluded  finners  with  pity,  they  on  him  with  hate. 
Their  part,  which  is  here  expreffed,  of  wondering, 
breaks  out  in  reviling;  tbeyjpeak  evil  of  you  ;  and 
what  is  their  voice?  '•  What  mean  thefe  precife 
•*  fools  ?  will  they  readily  fay.  What  courfe  h  this 
**  they  take,  contrary  to  all  the  world  ?  Will  they 
'<  make  a  new  religion,  and  condemn  all  their  honeft 
**  civil  neighbours  that  arc  not  like  them  ?  Ay,  for- 
**  (both,  do  all  go  to  hell,  think  you,  except  you,  and 
"  thofe  that  follow  your  way  ?  We  are  for  no  more 
<*  than  good-fellowfhip  an4  liberty  ;  and  as  for  fo 
<*  much  reading  and  praying,  thefe  are  but  brain- 
*<  fick  melancholy  conceits  3  a  man  may  go  to  hea- 
<*  ven  like  his  neighbour,  without  all  this  ado.'* 
Thus  they  let  fly  at  their  pleafure  :  But  this  troubles 
not  the  compofed  Chriftian*s  mind  at  all ;  while  curs 
fnarl  and  bark  about  him,  the  fober  traveller  goes  on 
his  way,  and  regards  them  not.  He  that  is  acquaint- 
ed with  the  way  of  holinefs,  can  endure  more  than 
the  counter* blafts  and  airs  of  feoffs  and  revilings  j  he 
accounts  them  his  glory  and  his  riches :  So  Mojes 
ejleemed  the  reproach  of  Cbriji  greater  riches  than  the 
treafuret  in  Egypt.  And  befides  many  other  things 
to  animate,  we  have  this  that  is  here  exprejQed, 

3^/^,  As  the  fupreme  and  final  judgment ;  «nd 
oh  !  how  full  is  it ;  They  Jhali  give  account  fo  bin 
that  is  ready  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  And 
he  hath  this  in  readinefs^  rt^  frotimt  <x^»^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
day  fct ;  and  it  fliall  furely  come,  though  you  think 
it  far  off. 

Though  the  wicked  themfelves  forget  their  fcofis 
againil  the  godly,  and  though  the  Chriftian  flights 
them,  and  lets  them  pafs,  they  pafs  not  fo ;  they  are 
all  regiftered  ;  and  the  great  court-day  fliall  call  them 
to  account  for  all  thefe  riots  and  exceffes,  and  with- 
al for  all  their  reproaches  of  the  godly,  that  would 
not  run  with  them  in  thefe  ways*  e  Tremble,  then, 
yQ  defpifers  2^nd  mockers,  of  holiness,  though   you 

coniq 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VJER.  5.]         THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  OF  PETER,  l6p 

come  not  near  it.  Whatwill  you  do  when  thefe  you 
reviled  fhall  appear  gloyious  in  your  fight,  and  their 
l^in^^  the  King  of  faints  here,  much  more  glorious, 
and  his  glbry  their  joy,  and  all  terror  to  you  ?  Oh  ! 
then  all  faces  that  could  look  out  difdainfully  upon 
religion,  and  the  profeflbrs  of  it,  Jhall  gather  blacks 
nefs^  and  be  bathed  with  ihame ;  and  the  defpifed 
faints  oi  God  Jballjhout  fo  much  the  more  for  joy. 

You  that  would  rejoice,  then,  in  the  appearing  of 
that  holy  Lord,  and  Judge  of  the  world,  let  your  way 
be  now  in  holinefs  ;  avoid  and  hate  the  common  ways 
of  the  wicked  world  :  They  live  in  their  foolifh  opi- 
nion, and  that  (hall  quickly  end  ;  but  the  fentence  of 
that  day  fliall  ftand  for  ever. 

Ver.  6.  For^  for  this  caiife  was  the  gofpel  preached 
alfo  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged 
according  to  men  in  the  flejbj  but  live  according  to 
God  in  the  fpirit. 

IT  is  a  thing  of  prime  concernment  for  a  Chriftiati 
to  be  rightly  informed,  and  frequently  put  in 
mind,  what  is  the  true  eftate  and  nature  of  a  Chri- 
ftian  ;  for  this  the  multitude  of  thofe  that  bear  that  ' 
name,  either  knovy  not,  or  commonly  forget,  and  fo 
are  carried  away  with  the  vain  fancies  and  miflakes 
of  the  world.  The  Apoftle  h^th  charaderifed  Chrifti- 
anity  very  clearly  to  us  in  this  place,  by  that  which 
is  the  very .  nature  pf  it,  conformity  with  Cbrijf,  and 
that  wliich  is  neceffarily  confequent  upon  that,  difcon-- 
formity  with  the  ^world.  And  as  the  nature,  and  na- 
tural properties,  of  things  hold  univerfally  ;  thus  it  is 
in  thofe  that,  in  all  ages,  are  fo  effedlually  called  by 
the  gofpel,  as  to  be  moulded  and  framed  thus  by  it. 
Thus  it  was,  fays  the  Apoftle,  with  your  brethren 
that  are  now  at  reft,  as  many  as  received  the  gofpel ; 
and  for  this  end  .was  it  preached  to  them,  jhat  they 
might  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  jlejh^  but  live' 
according  to  God  in  thie  fpirit. 
Vol.il  Y  We 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


iy6  A  COMMZNTARlr  UPON  fcHAP.  IV* 

.  We  have  firft  here,  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  as 
the  fuitaMe  means  to  a  certain  end.  2,  The  exprefs 
nature  pf  that  end. 

I.  The  preaching  of  the  gofpel  as  a  fuitable 
m^ans  to  a  certain  end  ;  for  this  cdufe.  There  is  a 
particular  end,  and  that  very  important,  for  which 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  intended;  this  end 
many  confider  not,  hearing  it,  as  if  it  were  to  no  end, 
or  not  propounding  a  fixed  determined  end  in  their 
hearing.  This  therefore  is  to  be  confidered  by  thofe 
that  preach  this  gofpel,  that  they  aim  right  init  at 
this  end,  and  no  other.  There  muft  be  no  felf-end. 
The  legal  priefts  were  not  to  be  fquint-eyed.  Lev. 
xxi.  20.  nor  muft  evangelical  minifters  be  thus  (quint- 
ing  to  bafe  gain,  or  vain  applaufe  :  And  alfo,  it  is  ne« 
ceflarily  incumbent  upon  them,  that  they  make  it 
their  ftudy  to  find  in  themfelves  this  work,  this  living 
to  God^  otherwife,  they  cannot  IkilfuUy  nor  faithfully 
apply  their  ^ifts  to  work  this  effedl  on  their  hearers  ^ 
and  therefore  acquaintance  with  God  is  moft  necef- 
fary.  •       . 

How  founds  it  to  many  of  us,  at  the  leaft,  but  as  a 
well  contrived  ftory,  whofe  ufe  is  to  amufe  us,  and 
poffibly  delight  us  a  little,  and  there  is  an  end  !  and 
indeed  no  end,,  for  this  turns  the  moft  ferious  and 
moft  glorious  of  all  meflages  into  an  empty  found. 
If  we  keep  awake,  and  give  it  a  hearing,  it  is  much  ; 
but  for  any  thing  further,  how  few  deeply  before- 
hand confider,  **  I  have  a  dead  heart  j  therefore 
•*  will  I  go  unto  the  word  of  life,  that  it  may  be 
**  quickened  :  It  is  frozen,  I  will  go  and  lay  it  be- 
*'  fore  the  warm  beams  of  that  Sun  that  fliines  in  the 
**  gofpel  ;  my  corruptions  are  mighty  and  ftrong, 
**  ^nd  grace,  if  there  be  any  in  ttiy  heart,  is  ex- 
*^  ceeding  weak  ;  but  there  is  in  the  gofpel  a  power 
"  to  weaken  and  kill  fin,  arid  to  ftrengthen  grace ; 
"  and  this  being  the  intent  of  my  wife  God  in  ap- 
"pointing  it,  it  fliall  be  my  defire  and  purpofe,  in 
••  refprting  to  it,  to  find  it  to  me  according  to  bis 

**  gracious 
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<«  gracious  intendment ;  to  have  faith  in  my  Chrift, 
^*  the  fountain  of  "m^  life,  more'  ftrengtbened,  and 
*^  made  more  adive  in  drawing  frem  him  ;  to  have 
**  my  heart  more  refined  and  fpiritualized,  and  to 
**  have  the  fluice  of  repentance  opened,  and  my  af- 
**  fe£lion$  to  divine  things  enlarged  ;  more  hatred  of 
**  fin,  and  more  love  of  God  and  communion  with 
«  him." 

Aflc  yourfclves  concerning  former  times ;  and  to 
take  yourfclves  even  now,  inquire  within,  '*  Why 
"  came  I  hither  this  day  ?  what  had  I  in  mine  eye 
**  and  defires  this  morning  ere  I  came  forth,  and  in 
"  ray  way  as  I  was.  coming  ?  Did  I  ferioufly  pro- 
**  pound  an  end  or  no,  and  what  was  my  end?" 
Nor  ^  doth  the  mere  cuftom  of  mentioning  this  in 
prayer  fatisfy  the  queftion  ;  for  this,  as  other  fuch 
things  ufually  do  in  our  hand,  may  turn  to  a  lifelefs 
form,  and  have  np  heat-of  fpiritual  aflFcdlion  ;  none 
of  David'^  panting  and  breathing  after  God  in  his 
ordinances ;  fuch  defires  as  will  not  be  ftilled  with- 
out a  -meafure  of  attainment,  as  the  child's  defire  of 
the  breaft ;  as  our  Apoftle  refembles  it,  chap.  ii.  i. 

And  then  again,  being  returned  home,  refledl  on 
your  hearts,  **  Much  hath  been  heard,  but  Js  there 
"  any  thing  done  by  it  ?  Have  I  gained  my  point  ? 
*'  It  was  not  fimply  to  pafs  a  little  time  that  I  went, 
"  or  to  pafs  it  with  delight  in  bearing;  rejoicing  in 
"  that  light,  as  they  did  in  St  John  Baptitt's,  John 
"  v^  35-  xA'^  ^\f^Af^^9  [w£?f  «fa>]»  as  long  as  the  hour^ 
"  lafts  !  It  was  iiot  to  have  my  ear  pleafed,  but  my 
**  heart  changed;  not  to  learn  fome  new  notions, 
"  and  carry  them  cold  in  my  head,  but  to  be  quick-- 
**  ened^  and  purified^  and  renewed  in  tbefpirit  of  my 
**  mind?  Is  this  done?  Think  I  now  with  greater 
"  efteem  of  Chrift, 'and  the  life  of  faith,  and  the 
**  happinefs  of  a  Chriftian  ?  And  are  fuch  thoughts 
"  folid  and  abiding  with  me  ?  What  fin  have  I  left 
^'  behind  ?  What  grace  of  the  Spirit  have  I  brought 
.  ^  V    *^  home  ? 
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^'  home  ?'  or  what  new  degree,  or  at  leaft  new  defire 
*^  of  it,  a  living  defire,  that  will  follow  Ks  point  ?" 
Oh  I  this  were  good  repetition.  ^ 

It  is  a  ilrangc  folly  in  multitudes  of  us  to  fet  our- 
felves  no  mark,  to  propound  no  end  in  the  hearing 
of  the  gofpel.  The  merchant  fails  not  only  that  he 
may  fail,  but  for  traffic,  and  traffics  that  he  may 
be  rich.  The  hufbandman  plows  not  only  to  keep 
himfelf  bufy  with  no  further  end,  but  plows  that  he 
may  fow,  and  fows  that  he  may  reap  with  advan- 
tage :  And  Ihall  we  do  the  moft  excellent  and  fruit- 
ful work  fruitlefsly  ?  hear  only  to  hear,  and  look  no 
further?  This  is  indeed  a  great  vanity,  and  a  great 
roifery,  to  lofe  that  labour,,  and  gain  nothing  by  it, 
which,  duly  ufed,  would  be  of  all  others  moft  advan^^ 
tageous  and  gainful ;  and  yet  all  meetings  are  full  of 
this. 

Now,  when  you  come,  this  is  not  fimply  to  hear  a 
difcourfe,  and  rejifti  or  diflike  it  in  hearing ;  but  a 
matter  of  life  and  death,  of  eternal  death  and  eternal 
life  ;  and  the  fpiritual  life,  begot  and  nourifhed  by 
the  word,  is  the  beginning  of  that  eternal  life. 
.  Which  leads  us  to  confider, 

2.  The  exprefs  nature  of  the  end,  that  they  might 
live  to  God  in  tbejpirit :  Biit  firft  obfcrve,  it  was  to 
them  that  are  dead.  By,  which,  1  conceive,  he  in- 
tends fuch  as  h^d  heard  and  believed  the  gofpel, 
when  it  came  to  them,  and  now  were  dead.  And 
this,  I  think,  he  doth  to  ftrehgthen  thefe  brethren  to 
whom  he  writes,  to  commend  the  gofpel  ta  this  in- 
tent, that  they  might  not  think  the  condition  and 
end  of  it  hard  ;  as  our  Saviour  mollifies  the  matter  of 
put  ward  fuffisrings  thus.  So  perfecuted  they  the  Pro- 
phets  that  "were  before  you^  Matth.v.  12.  And  the 
Apoftle  afterwards  in  this  chapter  ufes  the  fame  rea- 
fon  in  that  fame  fubjeft :  So  here,  that  they  might 
not  judge  the  point  of  mortification  he  prefles  fo 
grievous,  as  naturally  men  will  do,  he  tells  them,  it  is 
f l^§  conftant  end  of  the  gofpel  j  and  they  that  have 

been 
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been  faved  by  it,  went  that  fame  way  he  points  but 
to  them.  They  that  are  dead  before  you»  died  this 
way  that  I  prefs  on  you,  before  they  died ;  and  the 
gofpel  was  preached  to  them  for  that  very  end.' 

Men  pafs  away  and  others  fucceed,  but  the.  gofpel 
is  (till  the  fame,  hath  the  fame  tenor  and  fubftance, 
•  and  the  fame  ends.  As  Solomgn  fpeaks  of  the  hea- 
veiiis  and  earth,  that  remain  the  fame,  while  one  ge^ 
neration  paffes^  and  another  cometb,  Eccl.  i.  4. ;  the 
gofpel  furpafles  both  in  its  (lability,  as  our  Saviour 
teflifies.  Mat.  v,  i^.tbeyjball  pafs  away^  but  not  one 
j§t  of  tbis  iDerd.  And  indeed  they  wear  i  and  wax 
old,  as  the  Apoflle  teaches  us  ;  but  the  gofpel  is  from 
one  age  to  another,  of  moil  unalterable  integrity,  hath 
dill  the  fame  vigour  and  powerful  inJ3uence  as  at  the 
firft. 

They  that  formerly  received  the  gofpel,  received 
it  upon  thefe  terms ;  therefore  think  it  not  hard : 
And  they  are  now  dead ;  all  the  difficulty  of  that 
work  of  dying  to  fin  is  now  over  with  them  ;  if  they 
had  not  died  to  their  fins  by  the  gofpel,  they  had 
died  in  them,  after  a  while,  and  fo  died  eternally^ 
It  is  therefore  a  wife  prevention,  to  have  fin  judged 
and  put  to  death  in  us  before  we  die  ;  if  we  will  not 
part  with  fin,  if  we  die  in  it,  and  with  it,  we  and  our 
fin  perifti  together  ;  but  if  it  die  firft  before  us,  then, 
we  live  for  ever. , 

And  what  think  you  of  thy  carnal  will,  and  all  the 
delights  of  fin  ?  What  is  the  longeft  term  of  its  life  ? 
Uncertain  it  is,  but  moft  certainly  very  fliort :  Thou 
and  thefe  pleafures  muft  be  fevered  and  parted  with* 
in  a  little  time  ;  however,  thou  muft  die,  and  thea 
they  die,  and  you  never  meet  again.  Now,  were  it 
not  the  wifcft  courfe  to  part  a  little  fooner  with  them, 
and  let  them  die  before  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  inberit 
eternal  life,  and  eternal  delights  in  it,  pleafures  for 
evermore?  It  is  the  only  wife  and  profitable  bargain, 
let  n9  therefore  delay  it  no  longer.  . 

This 
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This  is  oar  £ea£bn  of  enjoying  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
gofpel ;  others  heard  it  before  us  in  thefe  places  that 
now  we  fill,  and  now  they  are  removed,  and  we  muft 
remove  (hortly,  and  leave  our  places  to  others,  to 
fpeak  and  hear  in.  It  is  high  time  we  were  confider- 
ing  what  we  do  here ;  to  what  end  we  fpeak  and 
hear ;  high  time,  without  further  delay,  to  lay  hold 
.  on  that  falvation  that  is  held  forth  unto  us ;  and  that 
we  may  lay  hold  on  it,  we  muft  immediately  let  go 
our  hold  of  fin,  and  tbofe  perKhing  things  that  we 
bold  fo  firm  and  cleave  fo  faft  to.  Do  they  that  are 
dead,  who  heard  and  obeyed  the  gofpef,  now  repent 
their  repentance  and  mortifying  the  flefh  ?  Or,  do 
they  not  think  ten  thoufand  times  more  pains,  were 
it  for  many  ages,  all  too  little  for  a  moment  of  that 
which  now  they  enjoy,  and  fhall  enjoy  to  eternity? 
And  tbey  that  are  dead,  who  heard  the  gofpel  and 
flighted  it,  if  fuch  a  thing  might  be,  what  would  they 
give  for  one  of  thefe  opportunities  that  nowVe  daily 
have,  and  daily  lofe,  and  have  no  fruit  or  efteem  of 
them  !  You  have  lately  fcen  many  of  you,  and  you 
that  fhifted  the  fight  have  heard  of  nupnbers,  cut  off 
in  a  little  time ;  whole  families  fwept  away  by  the 
"  late  ftroke  of  God's  hand'^,  many  of  which  did  think 
no  other  but  that  they  might  ^have  ftill  been  with 
you  here  in  this  place  and  exercife,  at  this  time,  and 
many  years  after  this.  And  yet,  who  hath  laid  to 
heart  the  lengthening  out  of  his  day,  and  confidered 
it  more  as  an  opportunity  of  fecuring  that  higher  and 
happier  life,  than  as  a  little  protrading  of  this  wretch- 
ed life,  which  is  haftening  to  an  end  ?  Oh  I  therefore 
be  entreated  to-day,  while  it  is  called  To-day,  not  to 
harden  your  hearts,  Pfal.  xcv.  7,  8.  Heb.  iii«  7.  iv.  7. 
Though  the  peftilence  doth  not  now  affright  you  fo, 
yet  that  ftanding  mortality,  and  the  decay  of  thefe 
earthen  lodges,  tell  us  that  fhortly  we  fhall  ceafe  to 
preach  and  hear  this  gofpel.  Did  we  confider,  it 
would  excite  us  to  a  more  earneft  fearch  after  our  evi* 
fences  of  that  eternal  life  that  is  fet  before  us  in  the 

gofpel} 
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gofpel ;  and  we  fhould  feek  them  in  the  cttaradteri 
of  that  {pirituallife,  which  is  the  beginning  of  eter- 
nal life  within  us,  and  is  wrought  by  the  gofpel  in  all 
the  heirs,  of  falvation. 

Think  therefore  wifely  of  thefe  two  things,  of  the 
proper  end  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  approaching 
end  of  thy  days,  and  let  thy  certainty  of  this  latter 
drive  thee  to  feek  more  certainty  of  the  other,  that 
thou  mayeft  partake  of  it ;  and  then  this  again  will 
make  the  thoughts  of  the  other  fweet  to  thee.  That 
vifage  of  death,  that  is  fo  terrible  to  unchanged  fin-  > 
ners,  (hall  be  amiable  to  thine  eye;  having  found  a 
life  in  the  gofpel  as  happy  and  lading  as  this  is  mifer*- 
able  and  vanifliing,  and  feeing  the  perfedion  of  that  > 
life  on  the  other  fide  of  death,  thou  wilt  long  for  the 
paflage. 

Be  more  ferious  in  this  matter,  of  daily  hearing 
the  gofpel ;  confider  why  it  is  fent  to  thee,  and  what 
it  brings,  and  think  it  is  too  long  I  have  flighted  its 
meflage,  and  many  that  have  done  fo  are  cut  off,  and 
fhall  hear  it  no  more  :  I  have  it  once  more  inviting 
roe,  and  it  may  be  this  may  be  the  lad  invitation  I 
fliall  receive  ;  and  in  thefe  thoughts,  ere  you  come, 
bow  your  knee  to  the  Father  of  fpirits,  that  this  one 
thing  may  be, granted  you,  that  your  fouls  may  find 
at  length  the  lively  and  mighty  power  of  his  Spirit 
upon  yours,  in  the  hearing  of  this  gofpel,  that  you 
may  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  jlejb^  hut  live  ac- 
cording to  God  in  the  fpirit. 

Thus  is  the  particular  nature  of  that  end  exprefled* 
And,  not  to  ftun  and  perplex  you  with  the  noife  of 
various  fenfes,  the  Apoftle  intends,  I  conceive,  no-' 
thing  clfe  but  the  dying  to  the  world  and  fin,  and 
living  unto  God  ;  which  is  his  main  fubjedl  and  fcope 
in.  the  foregoing  difcourfe.  That  death  was  before 
called  ^Suffering  in  the  flejb^  which  is  in  effed.  t he- 
fame ;  and  therefore,  though  the  words  may  be  drawn 
another  way,  yet  it  is  ftrangc  that  interpreters  have 
been  fo  far  wide  of  this  their  genuine  and  agreeable 
^  fenfe, 
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fenfe,  and  that  they  have  been  by  almoit  all  of  them 
taken  in  fome  other  intendment. 

To  be  judged  in  the  flejb^  in  the  prefcnt  fenfe,  is  to 
die  to  fin*  or  that  fin  die  in  us ;  and  it  is  thus  expref- 
fed  :  I.  Suitably  to  the  nature  of  it,  it  is  to  the  flefh 
a  violent  death,  and  it  is  according  to  a  fentence  ju- 
.  dicially  pronouqced  againil  it.  That  guilty  and  mi- 
ferable  life  of  fin  is  in  the  gofpel  adjudged  to  death  \ 
there  that  arreil  and  fentence  is  clear  and  full,  Rom. 
vi.  6.  &c.  viii.  13.  That  fin  mufl:  die  that  the  foul 
may  live ;  it  mufl:  be  crucified  in  us,  and  we  to  it,  that 
we  may  partake  of  the  life  of  Chrift  and  happinefs 
in  him  :  And  th^s  is  called  to  he  judged  in  thefle/hy  to 
have  this  fentence  executed.  2.  The  thing  is  the  ra- 
ther fpokc  here  under  the  term  of  being  judged,  in 
tounter-balance  of  that  judgment  mentioned  imme- 
diately before,  ver.  5.  the  laft  judgment  of  quick  and 
dead  ;  wherein  they  that  would  not  be  thus  judged, 
but  mocked  and  defpifed  thofe  that  were,  fhall  fall 
undef  a  far  more  terrible  judgment,  and  the  fen- 
tence of  a  heavy  death  indeed,  even  everlafl:ing  death ; 
though  they  think  they  fhall  efcape  and  enjoy  liberty 
in  living  in  fin.  And  that,  to  he  judged  according  to 
*  men^  is,  I  conceive,  added,  to  fignify  the  connatural- 
nefs  of  the  life  of  fin  to  a  man's  now  corrupt  nature; 
that  men  do  judge  it  a  death  indeed  to  be  fevered 
and  pulled  from  their  fins,  and  that  a  cruel  death  ; 
and  the  fentence  of  it  in  the.gofpcl  a  heavy  fentence, 
a  bard  faying^  to  a  carnal  heart,  that  he  muft  give  up 
all  his  finful  delights,  mud  die  indeed  in  felf  denial, 
muft  be  feparated  from  himlelf,  which  is  to  die,. if 
he  will  be  joined  with  Chrift,  apd  live  in  him.  Thus 
men  judge  that  they  are  adjudged  to  a  painful  death 
by  the  fentence  of  the  gofpel ;  although  it  is  that 
they  may  truly  and  happily  live,  yet  they  underftand 
it  not  fo.  They  fee  the  death,  the  parting  with  fin 
and  all  its  pleafures ;  but  the  life  they  fee  not,  nor 
can  any  know  it  till  they  partake  of  it.  It  is  known 
to  Him  in  whom  it  is  j  //  is  bid  with  Cbriji  in  God, 

Col. 
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Col.  iiL  3* ;  and  therefore  th^  dppofition  here  is  very 
fitly  thus  reprefented,  that  the  death  is  according  to 
men  in  theflejb^  but  the  life  is  according  to  God  in  the 
Spirit. 

As  the  Chriftian  is  adjudged  to  this  death  in  the 
flejh  by  the  gofpel,  fo  he  i?  looked  on  and  accounted^ 
by  carnal  men^  as  dead  ;  for  that  he  enjoys  not  with 
them  what  they  efteem  their  life,  and  think  they 
could  not  live  without  it.  One  that  cannot  caroufe 
and  fwear  with  profane  men,  is  a  filly  dead  creature, 
good  for  nothing;  and  he  that  can  bear  wrongs,  and 
love  him  that  injured  him,  is  a  poor  fpiritlefs  fool, 
bath  no  metal  nor  life  in  him,  in  the  world's  account. 
Thus  is  h^  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flejb^  he  is 
as  a  dead  man,  hut  lives  according  to  God  in  tbejpirit ; 
dead  to  men,  and  alive  to  God,  as  vejr.  a. 

Now,^  if  this  life  be  in  thee,  it  will  ad :  AH  life  is 
in  motion,  and  is  called  an  oM  j  but  mod  adlive  of 
all  is  this  mod  excellent,  and,  as  I  may  call  it,  moft 
lively,  life.  It  will  be  moving  towards  God  j  often 
feeking  to  him,  making  dill  towards  him  as  its  prin- 
ciple and  fountain,  exerting  itfelf  in  holy  and  affec- 
tionate thoughts  of  him ;  fometimes  on  one  of  his 
fweet  attributes,  fometimes  on  another ;  as  the  bee 
amongft  the  flowers.  And  as  it' will  thus  a£t  within, 
fo  it  will  be  outwardly  laying  hold  on  all  occafions, 
yea,  feeking  out  ways  and  opportunities  to  be  fervicp- 
able  to  thy  Lord  ;  employing  all  for  him,  commend'- 
ing  and  extolling  his  goodnefs,  doing  and  fuffering 
cheerfully  for  him,  laying  out  the  ftrength  of  defires, 
and  parts,  and  means,  in  thy  ftation,  to  gain  him 
glory.  If  thou  be  alone,  then  not  dlone,  but  with 
him  ;  feeking  to  know  more  of  him,  and  be  made 
more  like  him.  If  in  company,  then  calling  about 
how  to  bring  his  name  in  efteem,  and  to  draw  others 
to  a  love  of  religion  and  holinefs  by  fpeeches,  as  it 
'  may  be  fit,  and  moft  by  the  true  behaviour  of  thy 
carriage.  Tender  over  the  fouls.of  others,  to  do  them 
good  to  thy  utmoft  j  thinking,  each  day,  an  hour  loft 
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when  thou  art  not  bufy  for  the  honour  and' advantage 
of  him  to  whom  thou  now  lived.  Thinking  in  the 
niorning,  "  Now,  what  may  I  do  this  day  for  my 
•*  God  ?  How  may  I  moll  pleafe  and  glorify  him, 
*'  and  ufe  my  ftrength  and  wit,  and  my  whole  felf, 
"  as  not  mine  but  his  ?  '*  And  then  in  the  evening, 
reflecting,  **  O  Lord,  have  I  feconded  thefe  thoughts 
•*  in  reality  ?  What'  glory  hath  he  had  by  me  this 
^*  day  ?  Whither  went  my  thoughts  and  endeavours  ? 
^*  What  bufied  them  moft  ?  Have  I  been  much  with 
^<  God  ?  Have  I  adorned  the  gofpel  in  my  converfi^ 
V  with  others? "  And  if  thou  findeft  any  thing  done 
this  way,  this  life  will  engage  thee  to  blefs  and  ac- 
knowledge him,  the  fpring  and  worker  of  it.  If  any 
fiep  has  been  taken  afide,  were  it  but  to  an  appear^ 
ftfice  ofeviU  or  if  any  fit  feafon  of  good  hath  efcaped 
thee  unprofitably,  it  will  lead  thee  to  check  thyfeif, 
^nd  to  be  grieved  for  thy  floth  and  coldnefs,  and  fee 
if  more  love  would  not  beget  more  diligence. 

Tiry  it  by  fympathy  and  antipathy,  which  follow 
the  nature  pf  things ;  as  we  fee  in  fome  plants  and 
creatures,  that  cannot  grow,  cannot  agree  together, 
?nd  others  that  do  favour  one  another,  and  profit  mu- 
tually. If  thy  foul  hath  an  averfion  and  reludlancy 
againft  whatever  is  contrary  to  hdinefs,  this  is  an< 
evidence  of  this  new  nature  and  life.  If  thou  haft 
this  principle  within,  thy  heart  rifes  againft  wicked 
ways  and  fpeeches,  oaths  and  curfings,  and  rotten 
communication  ;  yea,  thou  canft  not  endure  unwor* 
thy  difqourfes,  wherein  moft  fpend  their  time  ;  find- 
.eft  no  relifti  in  the  unfavoury  focieties  of  fuch  as 
know  not  God ;  canjl  not  Jit  with  vain  perfons^  but 
findeft  ^  delight  in  thofe  that  have  the  image  of  God 
upon  them  ;  fuch  as  pait^ke  of  that  divine  life,  and 
carry  the  evidences  of  it  in  their  carriage.  Da- 
vid did  not  difdain  the  fellowfhip  of  the  faints  ;  and 
that  it  was  no  difparagement  to  him,  is  implied  in 
^he  name  he  gives  them,  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  the  excellent 
^nes^  the  magnific  or  noble,  nnM ;  and  that  word  i$ 
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taken  from  one  that  fignifies  a  robe  or  noble  garment, 
Dmn^f  toga  magnifica ;  fo  he  thought  them  nobles  and 
king%as  well  as  he ;  they  had  robts  rojal,  and  there^ 
fore  were  fit  companions  of  kings.  A  fpiritual  cy6 
looks  upon  fpiritual  dignity^  and  efteems  and  lovea 
them  that  are  born  of  God,  how  low  foevcr  be  their 
natural  birth  and  breeding.  The  fons  of  God  have 
of  his  Spirit  in  them,  and  are  born  to  the  fame  inhe<* 
ritance,  where  all  ihall  have  enough ;  and  they  are 
tending  homewards  by  the  condudt  of  the  fame  Spirit 
that  it  is  in  them,  fo  that  there  muft  be  amongft  them 
a  real  complacency  and  delight  in  one  another. 

And  then  confider  the  temper  of  thy  heart  towards 
fpiritual  things,  the  word  and  ordinances  of  God^ 
whether  thou  doftefteem  highly  of  them,  and  delight 
in  them  ?  Whether  there  be  compliance  of  thy  heart 
with  divine  troths  ?  fometking  in  thee,  that  fuits  and 
fides  with  them  againft  thy  corruptions  ?  In  thy  af-^ 
flfi^ion  doil  thou  not  feek  to  the  puddles  of  earthly- 
comforts,  but  haft  thy  recourfe  to  the  fweet  cryftal 
ftreams  of  the  divine  promifes,  and  doft  thou  find 
refrertiment  in  them  ?  It  may  be,  at  fomc  times,  in  a 
fpiritual  diftemper,  holy  exercifes  and  ordinances  will 
not  have  that  prefent  fenfible  fweetnefs  to  a  Chriftian, 
that  he  defires  ;  and  fome  will  for  a  long  time  lie  uh> 
der  drynefs  and  deadnefs  this  way  j  yet  there  is  here 
an  evidence  of  this  fpiritual  life,  that  thou  ftayeft  by 
thy  Lord  and  relieft  on  him  ;  and  wilt  not  leave  thefe 
holy  means,  how  faplefs  loever  to  thy  fenfe  for  the 
prefent.  Thou  findeft  for  a  long  time  little  fweetnefs 
in  prayer,  yet  thou  prayeft  ftill  5  and  wlien  thou 
canft  fay  nothiijg^yet.ofFereft  at  it,  and  lookeft  towards  . 
Chrift  thy  life.  ^Thou  doft  not  turn  away  frbm  thefe 
things  to  feek  confolation  elfewhere,  but  as  thou 
knoweft  that  life  is  in  Chrift,  thou  Wilt  ftay  till  he 
cefreih  thee  with  new  and  lively  influence  :  It  is  not 
any  where  but  in  hiro^  as  St  Peter  faid»  Lord  whither 
Jhould  we  go^  thou  haji  the  words  of  eternal  life,  John 
vi.  68.  ' 
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Gonfider  with  thyfelf,  if  thou  haft  any  knowledge 
of  the  growth  or  deficiencies  of  this  fpritual  life  f  for 
it  is  here  but  begun,  and  breathes  in  an  air  coqirary 
to  ky  and  lodg^es  in  an  houfe  that  often  fmokes  and 
darkens  it.  Canft  thou  go  on  in  formal  performan- 
ces from  one  year  to  another,  and  make  no  advance-* 
ment  in  the  inward  exercifes  of  grace,  and  refteft 
thou  content  with  that  ?  it  is  no  good  fign.  But  airt 
thou  either  gaining  vidlories  over  fin,,  and  further 
ftrength  of  faith  and  love,  and  other  graces,  or,  at 
leaft,  art  thou  earneftly  feeking  thefe,  and  bewailing 
thy  wants  and  difappointments  of  this  kind  ?  Thert 
thou  liveft.  At  the  worft  wouldft  thou  rather  grow 
this  way,  be  further  off  from  (in,  and  nearer  God,, 
than  grow  in  thy  eftatc^  or  credit,  or  honours  ? 
E-fteemeft  thou  more  of  grace  than  of  the  whole- 
world?  There  is  life  at  the  root;,  although  thou 
findeft  not  that  flouriftiing  thou  defireft,  yet  the  de- 
fire  of  it  is  life  in  thee:  And,  if  growing  this  way^ 
art  thou  content^  whatfoever  is  thy  outward  eftate  ? 
Canft  thou  folace  thyfclf  in  the  love  and  goodnefs  of 
thy  God,  though  the  world '  frown  on  thee  ?  Art 
.  thou  not  able  to  take  comfort  in  the  fmiles  of  the 
world  when  his  face  is  hid  ?  This  tells  thee  thou 
liveft,  and  he  is  thy  life. 

Although  many  Chriftians  have  not  fo  much  fen- 
fible  joy,  yet  they  account  fpiritual  joy,  and  the  light 
of  God's  countenance,  the  pnly  true  joy,  and  all  other 
without  it  madnefs;  and  they  cry,,  and  figh,  and 
attend  -for  it.  Meanwhile,  not  only  duty,  and  th« 
hopes  of.attaining  a  better  ftate  in  religion,  but  even 
love  to  God,  makes  them  to  do  fo,  to  ferve^  and  pleafe^ 
and  glorify  «him  to  their  utmoft.  Ao^  this  is  not  a 
•dead  refting  without  God,  but  it  is  a  ftable  compli* 
ance  with  his  will  in  the  higbeft  point ;  waiting  for 
him,  and  living  by  faith,  which  is  moft  acceptable  to 
him.  In  a  word,  whether  in  fenfible  comfort  or 
without  it,  ftill  this  is  the  fixed  thought  of  a  believ- 
ing foul,  U  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  tu  God,  PfaU 
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kxiii.  28.  only  good  ;  and  it  will  not  live  in.  a  wil- 
ling eftrangednefs  from  iiim,  what  way  foever  he  be 
pleafed  to  deal  with  it. 

N0W9  for  the  entertaining  and  ftrengthening  this 
life,  which  js  the  great  bulinefs  and  care  of  all  that 
have  it,  i.  Beware  of  omitting  and  interrupting  thofe 
fpiritual  means,  that  do  provide,  it  and  nouriih  it. 
Little  negleds  of  that  kind  will  draw  oh  greater,  and 
great  negleits  will  make  great  abatements  of  vigour 
and  livelinefs.  Take  heed  of  ufing  holy  things  cold- 
ly and  lazily,  vvithout^fFedtion  ;  that  will  make  them 
fruitlefs,  and  our  life  will  not  be  advantaged  by  themv 
imlefs  they  be  ufed  in  a  lively  way.  Be  a^ive  in  all 
good  within  thy  reach  ;  as  this  isa  fign  of  ithe  fpiritual 
life,  fo  it  is  a  helper  and  friend  to  it^  A  flothful 
unftirring  life,  will  mak^  a .  fickly  unbealthfpl  life* 
Motion  purifies  and  (harpens  the  fpirits,  and  makes' 
men  robuft  and  vigorous. 

2.  Beware  of  admitting  a  correfpondence  with  any 
fin ;  yea,  do  not  fo  much  as  difcourfe  familiarly  with  it, 
or  look  kindly  toward  it ;  for  that  will  undoubtedly 
caft  a  damp  upon  thy  fpirit,  and  diminilh  thy  graces 
at  leaft,  and  will  obftrudl  thy  communion  with  God. 
Thou  knowert  (thou  who  haft  any  knowledge  of  this 
life)  that  thou  canft  not  go  to  him  wiih  that  fwcct 
freedom  thou  wert  wont,  after  thou  haft  been  but 
tampering  or  parlying  with  any  of  thy  old  loves. 
Oh  !  do  not  make  fo  foolifti  a  bargain,  as  to  prejudge 
the  leaft  of  thy  fpiritual  comfort  for  the  greatcft  and 
longeft  continued  enjoyment?  of  fin,  which  are  bafe^. 
md  but  for  a  feafon.  , 

But  wouldft  thou  grow  upwards  in  this  life  ?  ^dly. 
Have  much  recourfe  to  Jefus  Chrift  thy  Head,  the 
fpring  from  whom  flow  the  animal  fpirits  that  quick- 
en thy  foul.  Wouldft  thou  know  more  of  God  ? 
He  it  is  that  reveals  the  Father^  and  reveals  him  a^ 
bis  Father  \  and  in  him  thy  f^/W,  and  that  is  the 
fweet  notion  of  God.  Would/l  thou  overcome  thy 
lufts  further?  Our  viftory  is  in  him,  apply  his  coq^ 

queftj 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


l82  '  A  COMMEHTAUr    UPON  [CHAP.lV. 

queft  \.  We  art  more  than  conquerors^  through  him  that 
hved  uSf  Rom.  viii.  37.  Wouldft  thou  be  more  re- 
pleniftied  with  graces,  and  fpiritiial  afiedions?  His 
iulnefs  is,  for  that  ufe,  open  to  us;  life,  and  more  life, 
in  him,  and  for  us;  this  was' his  bufinefs  here,  he 
came,  that  we  might  have  life,  and  might  have  it  more 
abundantly,  John  x.  lo. 

Ver.  7.    But  the  end  of  all  things  is  at  band:  he ye^ 
therefore,  fober,  and  watch  unto  prayer. 

THE  heart  of  a  real  Chriftian  is  really  taken  off 
from  the  world  and  fet  heavenwards  j  yet  there 
is  dill  in  this  flelh,  fo  much  of  the  flelh  hanging  to 
it,  as  will  readily  poife  all  downwards,  unlefs  it  be 
often  wound  up  and  put  in  remembrance  of  thefe 
things,  that  will  raife  it  ftill  to  further  fpirituality. 
This  the  Apoftle  doth  in  this  epiftle,  and  particularly 
in  thefe  words. 

In  which  are  three  things  to  be  confidered,  !•  A 
threefold  duty  recommended.  2.  Their  mutual  re- 
lation, that  binds  them'  to  one  another.  3.  The  rea- 
fon  here  ufed  to  bind  them  upon  a  Chriftian. 

I.  A  threefold  duty  recommended,  fobriety, 
watchfulnefs  and  prayer ;  and  of  the  three  the  laft  is 
evidently  the  chief,  and  is  hei^  fo  meant,  the  other 
being  recommended  as  fuitable  and  fubfervient  to  it: 
Therefore  I  Ihall  fpeak  firft  pf  it. 

I.  Prayer.  And,  truly,  to  fpeak,  and  to  hear  of  it 
often,  were  our  hearts  truly  and  entirely  acquainted 
with  it,  would  have  ftill  new  fweetnefs  and  ufefulnefs 
in  it.  Oh !  how  great  were  the  advantage  of  that 
lively  knowledge  of  it,  beyond  the  exadeft  defini- 
tion of  it,  and  knowledge  that  can  difcourle  moft  co- 
pioufly  and  accurately  on  the  heads  of  dodtrine  that 
concern  it. 

Prayer  is  not  a  fmooth  expreffion,  or  a  well  con- 
trived form  of  words ;.  not  the  produd  of  a  ready 
memory,  nor  rich  inventiwi,  exerting  itfelf  in  tbsi 

performance. 
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performaoce.    Thefe  may  draw  a  neat  pidare  of  it^  i 

bat  ftill.  the  life  is  wanting.    The  motion  of  the  ^ 

heart  Godwards,  holy  and  divine  affedion^  makes 

prayer  real  and  lively,  and  acceptable  to  the  Uvinjr  ' 

Gody  to  whom  it  is  prefented  ;  the  pouring  out  of .  ^ 

thy  heart  to  him  that  made  it,  and  therefore  bears 

it,  and  underftands  what  it  fpeaks,  and  how  it  is 

moved  and  afiefted  in  calling  on  him.     It  is  not  the 

gilded  paper,  and  good  writing  of  a  petition,  that 

prevails  with  a  king,  but  the  moving  fenfe  of  it ; 

and  to  the  King  that  difceriis  the  heart,  heart  fenfe 

is  the  fenfe  of  all,  and  that  which  he  alone  regards  ; 

he  liftens  to  hear  what  that  fpeaks,  and  takes  all  as 

nothing  where  that  ib  filent.     All  other  excellence 

in  prayer  is  but  the  outfide  and  falhion  of  it ;  that  is 

the  life  of  it. 

Though  prayer,  precifely  taken,  is  only  petition, 
yet,  in  its  fuller  and  ufual  fenfe,  it  comprehends  the 
venting  our  humble  fenfe  of  vilenefs  and  iin,  in  liu- 
cere  confeffion,  and  the  ex^tolUng  and  praifing  the  ho« 
ly  name  of  our  God,  his  excellency  and  goodnefs,  ' 
with  thankful  acknowledgment  of  received  mercies. 
^Of  thefe  fweet  ingredient  perfumes  ;s  the  incenfe  jof 
prayer*  compofed,  and  by  the  divme  fire  of  love  it 
afcends  upto  God  ;  the  heart,  and  all  with  it :  And 
when  the  hearts  of  the  faints  unite  in  joint  prayer, 
the  pillar  of  fweet  fmoke  goes  up  the  greater  and 
fuller.  Thus  fays  that  fong  of  the  fpoufe,  goitif  up 
from  tbe  wildernefs^  as  pillai^s  of  fmoke  perfumed  with 
myrrb  and  frankincenfe^  and  all  the  powders  of  the 
merchant f  Cant.  iii.  6.  The  word  there*  fignifies 
firaigbt  pillars^  like  the  talleft  ftraighteft  kind  of 
trees  ;  and,  indeed,  the  fincerity  and  unfeignednefs  of 
prayer  makes  it  go  up  as  a  ftr aight  pillar,  when  there 
is  no  crookednefs  in  it,  but  it  is  tending  4raight  to- 
wards  heaven,  ahd  bowing,  to  no  fide  by  the  way. 
Oh  !  the  fingle  and  fixed  viewing  of  God,  as  it,  in 
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Other  ways,  is  the  thing  makes  all  holy  and  fiveet, 
&  particularly  does  it  in  this  divine  work  of  prayer. 

It  is  true  we  have  to  deal  with  a  God,  who  of 
himfelf  needs  not  this  our  pains  either  to  inform,  or 
excite  him  ;  he  fully  knows  our  thoughts  before  we 
exprefs  them,  and  our  wants  before  we  feel  them,. or 
think  of  them.  Nor  doth  his  affedion,  and  gracious 
bent  to  do  his  children  good,  wax  remifs,  or  admit  the 
lead  abatement  and  forgetfulnefs  of  them. 

But  inftead  of  neceffity  on  God's  patt,  which  can- 
not be  imagined,  we  ihall  find  that  equity,  and  that 
lingular  dignity  and  utility  of  it,  on  our  part,  which 
cannot  be  denied. 

1.  Equity^  That  thus  the  creatufe  fignify  his  ho- 
mage to,  and  dependence  on,  his  Creator,  for  his  be- 
ing and  well-being ;  that  he  takes  all  the  good  he 
enjoys,  or  expe&s,  from  that  fovereign  good,  declar- 
ing himfelf  qnworthy,  waiting  for  all  upon  the  terms 
of  free  goodnefs,  «nd  acknowledging  all  to  flow 
from  that  fpring, 

2.  Dignity^  Man  was  made  for  communion  with 
God  his  niaker ;  it  is  the  excellency  of  his  nature  to 
b^  capable  of  this^end,  the  happinefe  of  it  to  be  raifed 
to  enjoy  it.  •  Now,  in  nothing  more,  in  this  life,  is 
this  communion  actually  and  highly  enjoyed,  than 
in  the  exercife  of  praiyer.  That  he  may  freely  im- 
part his  affairs,  and  eftate,  and  wants,  to  God,  as  the 
moft  faithful  and  powerful  Friend,  the  richeft  and 
mod  loving  Father;  may  ufe  the  liberty  of  a  child, 
telling  his  father  what  he  ftands  in  need  of,  and  de- 
fires  ;  and  communing  with  him  with  humble  con- 
fidence, while  admitted  fo  frequently  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  fo  great  a  King. 

3.  The  utility  o{  it.  i.  Eafing  the  foul  in  times  of 
difficulty,  when  it  is  prefled  with  griefs  and  fears, 
by  giving  them  vent,  and  that  in  fo  advantageous  a 
way;  emptying  them  into  the  bofom  of  God.  The 
very  vent,  were  it  but  into  the  air,  gives  eafe  ;  or 
fpeak  it  to  a  ftatue  rather  than  fmother  if ;  much 

more 
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more  eafe  then  is  foMpd,  w^.cn  it  is  goijired  intpjthQ 
lap  of  a  confident  and  i^inpathizing  friend,  thougt^ 
unable  to  help  ^  yet  much  more  of  one  that,  can  help;, 
And,  of  al|  friencJs,  our  God  is,  beyond  all  comparifoD,' 
the  fiireft,  and  mod  aSeiStionate,  and  rnpft  .powerful^ 
So,  Ifa.  Ixiii*  9.  both  compaflion  aiid  efffsdual  falya^ 
tion  are  expreited.  In  all  tl^eir  afflt^ionhe  was  ofiiH'-^ 
ed^  and  ti>e  angel  of  bis  prefence  faved  tbm:  M  hit 
lipve  and  in  bis  pity  be  redeemed  tbem;  arid  he  hare 
ibem,  and  carried  them  all  ibe  days  cf  old.  .  And.fp, 
refting  on  his  lovd,  power,  and  gracious  promifes^ 
the  fool  quiets. itf(?lfifi  Cod,  upon  this  affUrance,  that 
it  is  not  vain  to  feek  hira,  and  that  he  defpifeth  mi 
ibe  Jighihg  of  (be  poor^ 'Baa.  xii.  ^. 

2.  The  foul  is  more  fpiritually  affeded  with  its 
Own  condition^  by  laying  it  open  before  tbe  Lord ; 
more  deeply  fenfible  of  fin,  and.afiiamed  in  his  fight, 
in  confcning  it  be|bre  him ;  more  dilated  and  en- 
larged tp  receive  the  mercies  fued  for ;  as  the  open^ 
ing  wide  of  the  moUtb  of  th^  (bul  that  it  may  be  filled^ 
PfaL  jxxxj.  10  i  more  difpofi^id  to  oblerve  the  Lord  in 
Imf^verjitg;  and  to  bleis  him,  and  truft  on  him,  upon 
the  renewed  experiences  of  his  regard  to  its  diftref* 
fes  and  defiies* 

3.  All  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  in  prayer,  are  ftirred 
^nd  exercifed  }  and,  by  exercife^  ftrengthened  and  in-, 
cre^^ed.  Faith,  in  applying  the  divine  promifes, 
which  are  the  very  ground  that  the  foul  goes  upoi^ 
to  God  ;  and  Hope  looking  out  to  their  performance  ; 
and  Love  particularly  eXpreffing  itfelf,  in  that  fweet 
converfe,  and  delighting  in  it,  as  love  doth  in  the 
oompanj  of  the  perfon  loved;  thinks  all  hours  to6 
(hort  in  fpeaking  with  him:  Oh  f  how  the  foul  is 
fefreflied  with  freedom  of  fpcech  with  its  beloved; 
Lord !  And  as  it  delights  in  that^  fo  it  is  continually 
advanced,  and  grows  by  each  meeting  and  confe- 
rence ;  beholding  the  excellency  of  God,  and  relifli* 
ing  the  pure  and  fublime  pleafures  that  are  in  near 
communion  with  him.    I.  Looking  upon  the  Path ey 
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ii^the  (sLCt  of  Ghrift,  and  ufing  him  as  a  mediator  m 
(irayer,  as  ftill  it  muft,  it  is  drawn  to  further  admi- 
ration of  that  bottomlefs  love,  which  found  that  way 
of  agreement,  that  new  and  living  way  of  our  accefs^ 
turhen  all  was  fliut  up,  and  we  to  have  been  ihut  out 
forever.  And  then  the  aSeAionate  exprefiions  of 
that  reflex  love,  finding  that  vent  in  prayer,  do  kindle 
higher ;  and  being  as  it  were  fanned  and  blown  up^ 
iriS  to  a  greater,  and  higher,  and  purer  flame,  and 
fo  tend  upwards  the  more  ftrongly.  David,  as  he 
doth  profei^  his  love  to  God  in  prayer  in  his  Pfalms^ 
ib  no  doubt  k  grew  in  the  exprefiing,  I  will  love  tbee^ 
0  Lord  myjlrengtb^  PfaL  xviii.  i.  j  and  Pfel.  cxvi,  i.- 
doth  raife  an  incentive  of  love  out  of  this  very  confi-* 
deration  of  the  correfpondence  of  prayers  y  I  love  the 
Lard  becaufe  he  bath  beard^  and  refolves  thereafter 
Upon  perflftance  in  that  courfe,  therefore  wiH  I  call 
upon  him  as  long  as  IHve.  And  as  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit  are  advanced  in  prayer  by  their  adings ;  fa 
for  this  further  reafon,  becaufe  prayer  &ts  the  foul 
particularly  near  unto  God  in  Jefus  Chrifl:.  It  is 
then  in  his  prefence,  and  being  mueh  with  God  iii' 
this  way,  it  is  powerfully  afEmilated  to  him  by  con- 
verfe  with  him  ;  as  we  readily  contra^  their  faabitd 
•with  whom  we  have  much  intercourfe,  efpecially  if 
they  be  fuch  as  we  Angularly  love  and  refped.  Thus 
the  foul  is  moulded  further  to  the  likenefs  of  God,  is 
{lamped  with  brighter  characters  of  him,  by  being, 
much  with  him  ;  becomes  liker  God,,  more  holy  and 
fpiritual,  and,  like  Mofes,  brings  back  a  bright  Ihin- 
ing  from  the  mounts  £xod.  xxxiv.  29,  30. 

4.  And  not  only  thus,  by  a  natural  influence,  doth 
prater  work  this  advantage,  but  even  by  a  federal 
^  efficacy^  fuing  for,  and  upon  fuit  obtaining^  fupplieft. 
of  grace,  as  the  chief  good;  and  befides  all  other 
heedful  mercies,  it  is  a  real  means  of  receiving;^ 
JVbatfoeveryouJball  q/k^  that  I  will  do^  fays  our  Sa- 
viour, Johniciv.  13. ;  €k>d  having  eftablifhcd  this  in^ 
tercourle,  and  engaged  his  truth  and  goedneis  in  it^ 

thai. 
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that  if  they  ctU  on  bitDt  tfaey  AaU  be  beard  and  ao- 
fwered.  If  they  prepare  the  heart  to  call^  he  wiU  ifh- 
cUnebiseari^  bear;  and  our  Saviour  hath  aflured 
us,  that  we  may  build  upon  bis  goodnefs,  and  the  af- 
fe^ion  of  a  Father  in  bim  ;  that  be  will  give  good 
things  to  tbem  that  ajk^  fays  ^ne  £vangelift»  Math, 
vii.  II, ;  and  the  Ifofy  Spirit  to  them  that  qjk  it^  fays 
another,  Luke  xi.  13.  as  being  the  good  Xniiwiyj^t 
higheft  of  ^ifts^  and  the  fum  of  all  good  things,  and 
that  for  wmch  his  children  are  moi}:  earneft  fuppli- 
cants«  Prayer  for  grace  doth,  as  it  were,  fet  the 
mouth  of  the  foul  to  the  fpring,  draws  from  Jefus 
Ghrift,  and  is  replenifhed  out  of  his  fulnefs,  tbirfiing' 
after  it,  and  drawing  from  it  that  way. 

And  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  our  Saviour,  andfroQx 
faim,  and  according  to  his  example,  the  Apoilles,  re^ 
commend  prayer  fo  much  ;  Watcb  and  pray^  fays  our 
Saviour,  Math.  xxvi.  41. ;  and  St  Paul,  Pray  conti^ 
nually^  1  ThefT.  v.  17.  And  our  Apodle  here  particu- 
larly fpecifies  this,  as  the  grand  mean  of  attaining 
that  conformity  with  Chrift  which  he  prefies;  this 
is  the  highway  to  it,  Befoher^  and  watch  unto  prayer^ 
He  that  is  much  in  prayer,  iball  grow  rich  In  grace. 
He  (hall  thrive  and  increafe  tnoft  that  is  bufieft  in 
this,  which  is  our  very  traffic  with  heaven*  and  fetch- 
es the  mod  precious  commodities  thence*  He  that 
fets  ofteneft  out  thefe  ihips  of  dejire^  that  makes  the 
moft  voyages  to  that  land  of  fpices  and  pearU,  fiiall 
be  fure  to  improve  his  dock  moft,  and  have  moft  of 
heaven  upon  eartlu 

But  the  true  art  of  this  trading  is  very  rare.  Every 
trade  hath,  fomething  wherein  the  fkill  of  it  lies ;  but 
this  is  deep  and  fupernatural,  is  not  reached  by  hu- 
man induftry.  Induftry  is  to  be  ufed  in  it,  but  we 
muft  know  the  faculty  of  it  comes  From  above ;  that 
Spirit  of  prayer,  without  which  learning,  and  wit, 
and  religious  breeding,  can  do  nothing :  Therefore, 
this  is  to  be  our  prayer  often,  our  great  fuit  for  the 
Spirit  of  prayer,  that  we  may  fpeak  the  language  of 

the 
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t\it  forte  of  God* by  the  Spirit  of  God,^  which  alone 
teaches  the  heart  to  pronounte  aright  th'ofe  things, 
thkt  the  tongue  of  many  hypocHtes  can  articulate 
well  to  man's  ear;  and  only  the  children  in  that 
right  ftrain  that  takes  hiiii,  call  God  their  Father^ 
and  cry  unto  hini  as  their  leather.     And  therefore 
ipany  poor  urilettered  Cbriftians   far  outftfip  your 
fchooKrabbies  in  this  faculty,'  becaufe  it  is  not  effec- 
tually taught  in  thefe  lower  academies ;  they  muft  be 
in  God's  own  fchobl,  children  of  his  houfe,  th^t  fpeak 
this  latnguage.     Men  may  give  fpiritual  rules  and  di- 
regions  in  this,  and  fuch  as  nlay  be  ufeful,  drawn 
from*  the  word,  that  furnifhes  us  with  all  needful 
precepts ;  but  you  are  ftill  to  bring  thefc  into  the 
feat  of  thi$  faculty  of  prayer,  the  heart;  and  ftamp 
them  upxinjt,  and  fo  to  teach  it  to  pray,  without 
which,  there   is  no  prayer;  this  is  the  prerogative 
toyal  of  Him  that  framed  the  heart  of  man  within 
him.        . 

But,  for  advancing  in  this,  and  growing  more  fkil- 
•fulin  it,  prayer  is,   with  continual   dependence  on 
the  Spirit,  to  be  much  ufed.     Praying  rhuch  thou 
lhalt,be  bleft  with  much  faculty  for  it.     So  then, 
aflceft  thpu,  what  ftiall  I  do  that  1  may  learn  to  pray? 
'There  be  things  here  to  be  confide  red,  that  are  ex- 
ptejQTed  ^s  ferving  this  end  ;  but  for  prefent  this,  and 
crhiefly  this,  **  by  praying  thou  fhalt  learn  to  pray." 
Thou  (halt  both  obtain  more  of  the  Spirit,  and  find 
tiTbre  the  cheeirful   working  of  it  in  prayer,   when- 
thou  putted  it  often  tq  that  work  for  which   it  is  re- 
ceived, arid  wherein  it  is  delighted  ;  and  as  both  ad- 
vantagjhg  a^l  graces,  and  the  grace  of  prayer  itfelf, 
this  frequency  and  aboundfhgrri  prayer  is  here  very 
clearly  itltehfled,^  in*  f hat  the  Apqftje  makes  it.  as  the 
'tndin'of  oiir  work,  apd^wourd  have  us  to  keep. bur 
ih^9tt^  in 'ia 'cionftant  it;    Be  fober  and 

'  waicB;  tp  what  ehd  ?  unto  prayer. 
'  '  2:  Soibftety  is  recommended  ;  'Be fober.    They  that 
|)av§'^'%fctt'er,  'muft  make  the  beft  they  can  of  car- 
^  nal 
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ilal  delights.  It  is  no  wonder  they  take  a?'  large  a 
ftiare  of  them  as  they  can  bear,  and  fometimies  more. 
But  the  Chriftian  is  called  to  a  more  excellent  Hate*' 
and  higher  pleaTures ;  fo  that  he  may  behold  men 
glutting  themfclves  with  thefe  bafe  things,  and  be  as- 
little  moved  to  Ihafe  with  them,  as  men  are  raken 
with  the  plcafure  a  fwine  hath  in  tvallowtng  ,in  tbe 
rhire^  2  Pet.  ii.  22. 

*  It  becomes  the  heirs  of  heaven  to  be  far  above  the 
love  of  the  earth  ;  and  in  the  neceflary  ufe  of  any 
earthly  things,  ftill  to  keep  within  the  due  meafure 
of  their  ufe,  and  to  keep  their  heart  wholly  difen- 
gaged  from  an  exceffive  afFedion  to  them.  This  is 
the  fobriety  to  which  we  are  here  exhorted. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  the  moft  common  fenfe  of  the 
word,  it  is  very  commendable,  and  it  is  fit  to  be  fo 
conlidered  by;  a  Chriftian,  that  he  fly  grofs  intemper- 
ance, as  a  thing  moft  contrary  to  his  condition,  and 
holy  calling,  and  wholly  ihconfiftent  with  the  fpiri^ 
tual  temper  of  a  renewed  mind,  and  thofe  exercifes  to 
which  it  is  called,  and  its  progrefs  in  its  way  home- 
wards. It  is  a  moft  unfeemly  fight  to  behold  one, 
limply  by  outward  profefliion  a  Chriftian,  overtaken 
with  furfeitinj  and  drunkennefs^  much  more  to  be  gi- 
Ven  to  the  vile  cuftom  of  it :  All  fenfual  delights, 
even  the  filthy  hift  of  uncleannefs,  go  under  the  com- 
mon name  of  infobriety,  intcmpcrarice,  axoX«<ri»;  and 
they  all  degrade  and  deftroy  the  noble  foul;  are  un- 
worthy of  man,  mqch  more  of  a  Chriftian  ;  and  the 
contempt  of  them  preferves  the  foul,  and  elevates  it. 

But  the  fobriety  here  recommended,  though  it 
takes  in  that  too,  yet  reaches  further  than  temperance 
in  meat  and  drink;  '  It  is  the  fpiritual  temperance  of 
a  Chriftian  mjnd  in  ^11  earthly  things,  as  our  Saviour  ^ 
joins  thefe '  together,  Lukexxi.  34.  ;  Surfeiting  dhd 
drunkeniiefs^  nnd  cares  of  ibis  lifer  And  uhder  the 
r^xr^/ are  comprehended  all  the  exceffive  defires  and 
delights  of  this  life, 'wbicb  cannot  be  followed  and 
attended  without  diftempered  carefulnefs. 

Many 
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Many  thdt  are  fober  merit  and  of  temperate  diet^ 
jet  are  fpiritually  intempenitey  drunk  with  pride  or 
covetoumefs,  or  paffion;  drank  with  felf-iovey  and 
love  of  their  pleafures  and  eafe,  with  love  of  tbc 
worid^  and  tbe  things  of  it^  which  cannot  confift  with 
the  love  qf  God^  as  St  John  tells  us,  i  John  ii.  15.  ; 
drunk  with  tbe  inordinate  unlawful  love  even  of  their 
lawful  calling,  and  the  lawful  gain  they  purfue  by  it« 
Their  hearts  are  (till  going  after  it,  and  fo  reeling  to 
and  fro,  never  fixed  on  God  and  heavenly  things^  but 
^either  hurried  up  and  down  with  inceflant  bufinefs^ 
or,  if  fometimes  at  eafe,  it  is,  as  the  eafe  of  a  drunken 
xnan,  not  compofed  to  better  and  wifer  thoughts,  but 
falling  into  a  dead  fleep,  contrary  to  the  watching^ 
here  joined  with  fobriety^ 

3.  We  are  to  confider  the  remaining  duty  of 
watchfulnefs ;  Watcb.  There  is  a  Chrtftian  rule  to 
be  obferved  in  the  very  moderating  of  bodily  fleep, 
and  that  particularly  for  the  intereft  of  prayer ;  but 
watching,  as  fobriety  here,  is  chiefly  the  fpiritual 
circumfpednefs  and  vigilancy  of  the  mind,  in  a  wary 
waking  pofture,  that  it  be  not  furprifed  by  the  ai* 
faults  or  flights  of  Satan,  by  tbe  world,  n^r  its  near- 
eft  and  rood  deceiving  enemy,  the  corruption  that 
dwells  within,  which  being  fo  near,  doth  mod  readily 
watch  unperceivcd  advantages,  and  ealilv  circum- 
vents us,  Heb.  xii.  x.  The  foul  of  a  Chriftian  being 
furrounded  with  enemies,  both  of  fo  great  power  and 
wrath,  and  fo  watchful  to  undo  it,  Aioulu  it  not  be 
watchful  for  its  own  fafety,  and  live  in  a  military  vi- 
gilancy  contiiiually,  keeping  conllant  watch  and  fen- 
tinel,  and  fuffering  nothing  to  pais  that  may  carry 
the  lead  fufpicion  of  danger  ?  Should  he  not  be  dit- 
truilful  and  jealous  of  all  the  motions  of  his  own 
heart,  and  the  fmilings  of  the  world  ?  And  in  rela- 
tion to  tbefe,  it  will  be  a  wife  courfe  to  take  that 
word  as  a  good  caveat,  Be  watclfulf  and  remember  to 
mijlrujl  •.    Under  the  garment  of  fome  harmlefs  plea- 

fure. 
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.fijre,  or  fome  lawful  Hbeities,  may  ht  conveyed  into 
thy  foul  fome  thief  or  traitor,  that  will  cither  betray 
tbee  to  thC;  enemy,  or  at  le«(ft  pilfer  and  ileal  of  the 
moft  precious  things  thou  haft.  Do  we  not  by  experi^ 
ence  find  how  eafily  our  footifh  hearts  are  feduced 
and  deceived,  and  bow  apt  they  are  even  to  deceive 
tbcmfclves  ?  and  by  things  that  feem  to  have  no  evil 
ia  them,  yet  are  drawn  from  the  height  of  affedtion 
fb  the  fatgbeil  good,  and  from  conlmunibn  with  Gk)d^ 
and  ftudy  to  pleafe  him ;  whifch  (hould  not  be  inter- 
initted,  for  then  it  will  abate,  whereas  it  ought  ftill 
to  be  growmg, 
11.  We  propofed  to  confider  the  mutual  relation  of 
'  thcfe  duties:  l^Tow,  this  relation's  clear;  they  are 
:  each  of  them  affiftant  and  helpful  to  the  other,  and^ 
'  in  their  nature,  infeparably  linked  together,  as  they 
are  here  in  the  words  of  the  Apoftle.  Sobriety  is  the 
f  friend  of  ifiaicbfalnefs^  ntid  grayer  of  both,  Intem- 
I  pcrance  doth  of  necelfity  draw  on  lleep  j  exceffive 
I  eating  or  drinking,  fending  up  too  many,  and  fo  grofs^ 
1  Vapours,  furcharge  the  brain ;  and  when  the  body  is 
:  thus  deadened,  how  unfit  is  it  for  any  adive  employ- 
I  ment  ?  Thus  the  mind,  by  a  furcharge  of  delights  of 
i  defires,  or  cares  of  earth,  is  made  fo  heavy  and  dull> 
I  that  it  cannot  awake  ;  hath  not  the  fpiritual  adlivity 
I  and  cleamefs  that  fpiritual  exercifes,  particularly 
prayer^  do  require.  Yea,  as  bodily  infobriety,  full 
\'  feeding  and  drinking,  not  only  for  the  time  iiidifpofes 
I  to  adtion,  but,  by  euftom  of  it,  brings  the  body  to  fo 
I  grofs  and  heavy  a  temper,  that  the  very  natural  fpirits 
I  cannot  ftir  to  and  fro  in  it  with  freedom,  but  are 
i  dogged,  and  (lick  as  the  wheels  of  a'coach  in  a  deep 
i  iniry  way ;  thus  is  it  with  the  Ibul  glutted  with^ 
I  earthly  tilings;  the*  affedidns  bemired  with  them^ 
I  mak^  it  llcigigifb^  and  inaAive  in  thofe  that  are  fpi- 
I  fitual,  and  render  the  motions  of  the  fpirit  lifelefs  j 
>  and,  obftru6led  thus,  grows  carnally  fecure  s^id  fleeny^ 
!  and  prayer  comes  heavily  off.  But  when  the  affec- 
tioDs  are  foberly  a<^ed,  and  eare  is  taken^  that,  even  m 

lawful 
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lawful  things,  they  have  not  fujl  libertj,  ^ith  thci 
reins  laid  on  their  necks,  to  follow  the  world,  ^andl 
carnal  projefts,  and  delight,  to  the  utmoft,^  when  the' 
unavoidable  afialrs  of  this  life  are  done  with  a  ipi- 
ritual  mind,  a  heart  kept  free  and  difengaged  ;  then 
is  the  foul  more  nimble  for  fpiritual  things,  for  divine 
meditation  and  prater.  It  can. watch  and  continue 
in  thefe  things,  and  fpend  itfelf  in  that  excellent  way 
v^Xth  more  alacrity. 

\  Again,  as  this  fobriety,  and  the  watchful  temper 
attending  it^  enables  for  prayer,  fo  prayer  prefervea 
thefe.  It  winds  up  the  foul  from  the  earth,  raifes  it 
above  thefe  things  which  intemperance  feeds  on,  ac- 
quaints it  with  the  tranfcending  fweetnefs  of  divine 
comforts^  the  love  and  lovelinefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  and 
thefe  raoft  powerfully  wean  the  foul  from  thefe  low 
creeping  pleafures  which  the  world  gapes  after,  and 
fwallows  with  fuch  greedineis.  He  that  is  admitted 
to  ncareft  intimacy  with  the  kirig^  and  is  called  daily 
to  his  prefence,  not  only  in  the  view  and  company  of 
others,  but  likewife  in  fecret^  will  he.be  fo  mad,  as  ta 
fit  down  and  drink  with  the  kitchen-boys,  or  the 
common  guards,  fo  far  below  what  he  may  enjoy  ? 
Surely  .not.  x 

Prayer  being  our  near  commu,nion  with  the  greaf 
God,  certainly  it  fubli mates  the  foul,  and  makeS  it 
look  down  upon  the  bafe  ways  of  the  world  with  dif- 
dain,  and  defpife  the  truly  befotting  pleafures  of  it.r 
Yea,  the  Lord  doth  fometimes  fill  thofe  fouls,  that 
conyerfe  much  with  him^  with  fuch  beatific  delights^ 
fuch  inebriating  fweetnefs,  as  I  may  cfeU  it,  that  it  is^ 
in  a  happy  manner,  drunk  with  thofe  i  And  the  more 
it  enjoys  of  this,  the  more  is  the  foul  above  bafe  in- 
temperance in  the  ufe  of  the  delights  ot  the  world. 
As  common  drunkenneis  makes  a  man  lefs  than  a 
man,  this*"  makes  him  more ;  that  finks  him  betow 
himfelf,  and  makes  him  a  beaft ;  this  rai&s  him  above 
I^imfelf,  and  makes  him  an  angeU 

Would 
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Would  you,  as  fure  you  ought,  have  much  faculty 
for  prayer,  and  be  frequent  in  it,  and  find  much  the 
pure  fwe^tnefs  of  it  ?  Then,  ly?,  Deny  yourfelves 
more  the  muddy  pleafures  and  fweetnefs  of  the 
world.  If  you  would  pray  much,  and  with  much 
advantage,  then  be  fober,  ahd  watcb  unto  prayer. 
Suffer  not  your  hearts  to  long  fo  after  eafe  and  wealth, 
and  efteem  in  the  world.  The^  will  make  your 
hearts,  if  they  mix  with  them,  become  like  them; 
and  take  their  quality ;  will  make  them  grofs  and 
earthly,  and  unable  to  mount  up  ;  will  clog  the  wings 
of  prayer;  and  you  (hall  find  the  lofs,  when  your 
foul  is  heavy  and  drowfy,.  and  falls  off  from  delight- 
ing in  God,  and  your  communion  with  him.  Will 
fuch  things  as  thofe  you  follow,  be  able  to  counter- 
vail your  damage  ?  Can  they  fpeak  you  peace,  and 
uphold  you  in  a  day  of  darknefs  and  diftrefs  ?  or  may 
it  not  be  fuch  now,  as  will  make  them  all  a  burden 
and  vexation  to  you?  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
more  you  ab^  and  let  go  of  thefe,  and  come  empty 
and  hungry  to  God  in  prayer,  the  more  room  Ihall 
you  have  for  his  confolations ;  and  therefore  the  more 
plentifully  will  he  pour  in  of  them,  and  enrich  your 
foul  with  them  the  more,  the  lefs  you  take  in  of  the 
other. 

2.  Would  you  have  yourfelves  raifed  to,  and  con- 
tinued and  advanced  in,  a  fpiritual  heavenly  temper, 
free  from  the  furfeits  of  earth,  and  awake»  and  active, 
for  heaven  ?  Be  inceffatit  in  prayer. 

But,  thou  wilt  fay,  I  find  nothing  but  heavy  indif- 
pofednefs  in  it;  nothing  but  roving  and  vanity. of 
heart:  And  fo,  though  I  have  ufedlt  fome  time,  it 
is  ftill  unprofitable  and  uncomfortable  to  me.  Al- 
though it  be  fo,  yet  hold  on,  give  it  not  over.  Or, 
need  I  fay  this  to  thee,  though  it  were  referred  to 
thyfelf,  wouldft  thou  forfake  it  and  leaVe  off?  then, 
what  ^wouldfl  thou  do  next  ?  for  if  there  be  no  com- 
fort in  it,  far  lefs  any  for  thee  in  any  other  way.  If 
temptation  fhould  fo  far  prevail  with  thee  as  to  try 
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intermil&on,  either  thou  wovddft  be  forced  to  return 
to  it  prefently,  or  certainly  wouldfl  fall  into  a  more 
grievous  condition  ;  and,  sifter  horrors  and  lalhingSi 
muft,  at  length*  come  back  to  it  again,  or  perifli  for 
ever :  Therefore,  however  it  go,  continue  prayings 
Strive  to  believe  that  love  thou  canft  hot  fee.  For 
)vhere  fight  is  ^bridged,  there  it  is  proper  for  faith  to 
work,  if  thou  canft  do  no  more,  lie  before  thy  Lord, 
and  look  to  him,  **  Lord,  here  J  am,  thou  mayeft 
*>  quicken  and  revive  me,  if  thou  wilt :  and  I  truft 
<*  thou  wilt  i  but  if  I  muft  do  it,  I  will  ^ie  at  thy 
*'  feet  5  my  life  is  in  thy  hand,  and  thou  art  goodnefs 
f^  and  mercy  ;  while  I  have  breath  I .  will  cry ;  or 
'<  if  I  cannot  cry,  yet  I  will  wait  oo,  and  look  to 
^*  thep.*^ 

One  thing  forget  not,  that  the  ready  way  to  rife 
out  of  this  fad,  yet  fafe  fltate,  is  to  be  much  in  view^ 
ing  the  Mediator,  and  interpofing  him  betwixt  the 
Father's  view  and  thy  fouL  Some  who  do  ortho- 
4oxly  believe  this  to  be  right,  yet  (as4)ften  befals  us 
in  other  thifigs  of  this  kind)  they  do  not  fo  conQder 
and  ufe  it,  in  their  neceifity,  as  becomes  them^  and 
therefore  fall  ihort  of  comfort.  He  hath  declared 
it,  No  man  comes  to  tke  Father  but  by  me.  How  vile 
foever  thou  art,  put  thyfelf  under  his  robe,  and  into 
his  hand,  and  be  will  lead  thee  in  to  the  Father,  and 
prefent  thee  accieptable  and  blamelefs :  The  Father 
Ai^U  receive  thee,  and  declare  himfelf  well  plcafed 
with  thee  in  his  well-beloved  Son,  who  hath  covered 
thee  with  hfs  righteoufnef^,  and  brought  thee  fo 
plothed,  and  fet  thee  before  him. 

IlL  The  third  thing  we  are  to  confider  is,  the 
reafon  binding  on  thefe  duties  of  fobriety,  watchful- 
Hefs  and  prayer,  Tb^  end  of  all  things  is  at  band* 

It  is  neceflary  often  to  remember  this ;  for  even 
believers  too  readily  forget  it;  and  it  is  very  fuitable 
to  the  Apoftle's  foregoing  difcourfe  of  judgment,  and 
to  his  prefent  exhortation  to  fobriety  and  watchful- 
pefs  uqto  prayer,  even  thp  general  end  of  all  is  at 

band; 
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band ;  though,  fince  the  Apoftle  wrote  this,  many 
ages  are  paft.  For,  i.  The  Apoftles  ufually  fpeak 
of  the  whble  time  after  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrift 
in  the  flefti  as  the  laft  time ;  for  that  two  double 
chiliads  of  years  paft  before  it,  the  one  before,  the 
other  under  the  law  ;  and  in  this  third,  it  is  conceit 
vcd,  fliall  be  the  end  of  all  things.  Ami  the  Apoftles 
icem,  by  divers  expreflions,  to  have  apprehended  it 
in  their  days  not  far  off*.  So  St  Paul,  i  Theft*,  iv.  i7« 
We  wbicb  are  alive,  and  remain,  Jball  be  caugbt  up 
together  witb  tbem  in  the  clouds.  As  not  impofiible, 
that  it  might  come  in  their  time,  which  put  him  up- 
on feme  explication  of  that  corredion  of  their  mif- 
takes,  in  his  next  epiftle  to  them,  wherein,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  feems  not  to  affert  -any  great  trad  of 
time  to  intervene,  but  in  that  time  great  things  were 
firft  to  come.  2,  However,  this  might  always  have  ^ 
been  faid  in  refpeft  of  fucceeding  eternity.  The 
whole  duration  of  the  world  is  not  confiderable,  and 
to  the  eternal  Lord  that  nriade  it,  and  hath  appointed 
its  p^noA,  a  thoufand  years  are  but  as  one  day.  We 
think  a  tboufand  years  a  great  matter,  in  refpefl:  of 
our  (hort  life,  and  more  through  our  ftiort-fightednefs, 
that  look  not  through  this  to  eternal  life :  But  what 
is  the  utmoft  length  of  time,  were  it  millions  of  years, 
to  a  thought  of  eternity  !  We  find  much  room  in  this 
earth,  but  to  the  vaft  heavens,  it  is  but  as  a  point. 
Thus,  that  which  is  but  fmall  to  us,  a  field  or  little 
inclolbre,  a  fly,  had  it  fkill,  would  divide  it  into  pro- 
vinces in  proportion  to  itfelf.  3,  To  each  man  the 
end  of  all  things,  is,  even  after  our  meafure,  at  hand  % 
for  when  he  dies,  the  world  ends  for  him.  Now, 
this  confideration  fits  the  fubjed,  and  prefles  it 
ftrongly;  feeing  all  things  ftiall  be  quickly  at  an  end, 
even  the  frame  of  heaven  and  earth,  why  ftiould  we, 
knowing  this,  and  having  higher  hopes,  lay  out  fo 
much  of  our  defires  and  endeavour?  upon  thefe  things 
that  are  pofting  to  ruin  ?  It  is  no  hard  notion  to  be 
fobcr  and  watchful  to  prayer,  to  be  trading  that  way, 

and 
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and  feeking  higher  things,  and  to  be  very  moderate 
in  thefe,  which  are  of  fo  (hort  a  date.  And  as,  in 
themfelves,  and  their  utmoft  term,  they  are  of  fhort 
duration ;  fo  more  evidently  to  each  of  us  particu- 
larly, who  ai;e  fo  foan  cut  off,  and  fiee  away.  Why 
(hould  our  hearts  cleave  to  thofe  things  from  which 
we  (hall  fo  quickly  part,  and  from  which,  if  we  will 
not  freely  part  and  let  them  go,  we  (hall  be  pulled 
away,  and  pulled  with  the  more  pain,  the  clofer  we 
cleave,  and  fafter  we  are  glued  to  them  ? 

This  the  Apoftle  St  Paul  cails  in  feafonably,  though 
many  think  it  not  feafonable  at  fuch  times,  when  he 
is  difcourfing  of  a  great  point  of  our  life,  marriage, 
to  work  Chriftian  minds  to  a  holy  freedom  both  ways^ 
whether  tiiey  ufe  it  or  no ;  not  to  view  it,  nor  any 
thing  here,  with  the  worId*s  fpedlacles,  whi^h  make 
it  look  fo  big  and  lb  fixed,  but  to  fee  it  in  the  dream 
of  time  as^paffing  by,  and  no  fuch  great  matter.  T^be 
,  fajbion  of  this  world  pajfetb  away^  ira^o^yuj  i  Cor.  vii- 
31.  as  a  pageant  ^x  ihew  in  a  flreet,  going  through 
and  quickly  out  of  fight.  What  became  of  all  the 
marriage  folemnities  of  kings  and  prince^  of  former 
ages,  which  they  were  fo  taken  up  with  in  their 
time  ?  Wheh  we  read  of  them  defcribed  in  hiflory, 
they  are  as  a  night-dream,  or  a  day*  fancy,  which 
pafTes  through  the  mind  and  vanifhes  \ 

Oh  !  foolifh  man,  that  hunteth  fuch  poor  thingSit^ 
and  will  not  be  called  off  till  death  benight  him,  and 
finds  his  great  work  not  done,  yea,  not  begun  ;  no, 
ftor  ferioufly  thought  of.  Your  buildings,  your  tra- 
ding, your  lands,  your  matches,  and  friendfhips,  and 
projeds,  when  they  take  with  you,  and  your  hearts 
are  after  them,  fay.  But  for  how  long  all  thefe  ?  Tbeir 
end  is  at  band;  therefore  be  fober^  and  ivatcb  unto 
prayer.  Learn  to  divide  better;  fet  apart  more  hours 
for  it,  and  fewer  for  them :  Your  whole  heart  for  it, 
and  none  of  it  for  them.  Seeing  they  will  fail  you 
fo  quickly,  prevent  them.  Become  free  ;  lean  not 
on  them  till  they  break,  and  you  fell  into  -the  pit. 

It 
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It  is  reported  of  one,  that,  hearing  the  5th  of  Ge- 
tiefis  read,  fo  long  Hved,  and  yet  the  burden  ftiU,  tb0^  - 
diedf  Enoch  lived  905,  and  be  diedj  Setb  912,  and  be 
died,  Metbufelab  969,  and  be  died,  he  took  fo  deep 
the  thought  of  death  and  eternity,  that  it  changed 
his  whole  frame,  and  fet  him  from  a  voluptuous  to  a 
mod  ftrift  and  pious  courfe  of  life.  How  fmall  a 
word  will  do  much,  when  God.fets  it  into  the  heart! 
But  fure  this  one  thing  would  make  the  foul  more 
calm  and  fober  in  the  purfuit  of  prefeut  things,  if 
their  term  were  truly  computed  and  confidered.  How 
foon  (hall  youth,  and  health,  and  carnal  delights,  be 
at  an  end  ?  How  foon  (hall  ilate-craft  and  king-craft, 
and  all  the  great  projeds  of  the  higbeft  wits  and 
fpirits,  be  laid  in  the  duft  ?  This  cads  a  damp  upon 
all  tbofe  fine  things.  But  to  a  foul  acquainted  with 
God,  and,  in  affedion,  removed  hence  already,  no 
thought  fo  fweet  as  this  ;  it  helps  much  to  carry  it 
cheerfully  through  wreftliiigs  and  dif&cukies,  through 
better  ai)d  worfe;  they  fee  land  near,  and  (hall  quick- 
ly be  at  home;  that  is  the  way.  The  end  of  all  things 
y  is  at  band :  An  end  of  a  few  poor  delights,  aiid  the 
many  vexations  of  this  wretched  life ;  an  end  of 
temputions  and  fins,  the  worft  of  all  levils;  yea,  an 
end  of  tbe  imperfedt  fa(hion  of  our  bed  things  here, 
an  end  of  prayer  itfelf,  to  which  fucceadiss;  that  new 
fong  of  endlefs  praifes.  .      f  V  / 

Ver.  8.  And,  above  all  things^  have  ferbem.4^rity  a- 
tnong^  your/elves :  for  charity  Jhall  cover  tbe  muhi- 
tude  ofjins. 

THE  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  an  entire  frame, 
making  up  the  new  creatiire,.  and  none  of  them 
can  be  wanting;  therefore >£he  d<)drine  and.e^horta* 
tion  of  the  Apoftles  fpeak  of  thero;.ufually,  not  only 
as  inieparable,  but  as  one.  But  there  is  amongft 
them  all  none  more  compcehenfive  than  this  q£  Jovr^ 
iafomuch  that  St  Paul  calls  it  the  fulfilling  oftbedaw^ 

Rom* 
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Rom*  :^iii«  id  Love  to  God  is  the  hm  of  aH  rela- 
^ve  t^him,  and  fb  like  wife  is  it  towards  oat  bre- 
tbren.  Lore  to  God  is  that  which  makes  us  live  to 
him,  and  be  wholly  his;  that  which  moft  i>owerftiIl7 
weans  us  from  this  world,  and  caufetb  us  delight  in 
communion  with  him,  in  holy  meditation  and  prayer. 
Now,  the  Apoftle  adding  here  the  duty  of  Chriftians 
to  one  another,  girea  this  as  the  prime,  yea,  the  fum 
of  all ;  ^bow  all  bmje  firwnt  hw. 

Concerning  this,  confider  i*  The  nature  of  it.  2. 
The  eminent  degree  of  it.  And,  3.  The  excellent 
fruit  of  it. 

L  The  nature  of  this  love.  i.  It  is  an  union, 
therefore  called  a  band  or  ebaifi^  that  links  things  to- 
gether. 2.  It  is  not  a  mere  external  union,  that  holds 
in  cuftoms,  or  words^  or  outward  cskrriage,  but  an 
union  of  hearts.  3.  It  is  here  not  a  natural,  but  a 
fpiritual  fupernatural  uhion  ;  it  is  that  mutual  love  of 
Chriftians  as  breibren.  There  is  a  common  benera- 
lence  and  good  will  due  to  all ;  but  a  more  particular 
uniting  afiedion  amongft  Chriftians,-  which  makes 
them  interchangeably  one. 

The  devil  being  an  apotlate  fpirit,  revolted  and 
feparated  from  God,f  doth  naturally  projeift  and  work 
divifion.  This  was  bis  firft  exploit,  and  ftiil  his 
grand  defign  and  bufinefs  in  the  world.  He  firft  di- 
vided man  from  God  j  put  them  at  an  enmity  by  the 
firft  fin  of  our  firft  parents  j  and  the  next  we  read  of 
in  their  firft  child,  was  ennoity  againft  bi^  brother. 
So  Satan  is  called  by  our  Saviour,  juftly,  a  liar  and 
a  murderer  from  the  beginnings  John  viii.  44.  j  he  mur- 
dered man  by  lying,  and  made  him  a  murderer. 

And  as  the  devil's  work  is  divifion,  Chrift's  work 
is  union  j  he  came  to  dijffbtve  tbe  works  of  the  devil^ 
Ua  Avri?,  I  John  iii.  8^  by  a  contrary  work.  He  came 
to  make  all  friends;  to  recolle(^  and  reunite  all  men 
jto  God,  and  man  to  man  ;  and  both  thofe  unions  hold 
in  him  by  virtue  of  that  marveUous  union  of  natures 
in  his  perfpn^  and  that  myfteriou»  union  of  the  per- 
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fom  .of  lielie-vera  with  him  as  their  Hiead.    So.  the 

This  was  hi$  gitent  projtdt  in  tU ;  this  he  died  and 
fuflfered.  for,  and  this:  he  prayed  for,  John  icvii. ;  and 
this  is  flrong  abdye  all  ties^  natural  or  civile  union  in 
Chrift,  This,  thej  have  that  are  indeed  Chriftiatis ; 
this  they  ptetend  to  haTO,  if  thej  underftood  it,  who 

Erofefs  themfelves  Chriftians«  If  natural. friendfliip 
e  papable  pf.th«t:.t2iprefiion»  ant  Jpirii  in  two  bodiet^ 
Chriftian  union  hath  it  much. more  really  and  pro- 
perly ;  For  thore  is,  indeed,  one  Spirit  more  exten* 
iiye  in  all  the  faithful;  yea,  fo  one  fpirit^  that  it 
makes,  them  up  into.^/i^  body  more  exteniive :  They 
are  not  fo  muck  as  divers  bodies,  only  divers  mem^ 
bers  qfone  body.  • 

Now,  this  loire  of  our  brethren  is  pot  another  from 
the  love  of  God,  it  is  but  the  dreaming  forth  of  it,^r 
the  refle:|i:ion  of  it.  Jefus  Chrift  fending  in  his  Spirit 
into  the  heart,  unites  it  to  God  in  himfetf  by  love, 
which  is  indeed  all,  that  loving,  of  God  fupremely  and 
entirely,'  with  all  the  mind  and  fouly  all  ii&^  combined 
Jlrengtb  qf  tbe  heart!  And  thdn  that  fame  love,  firft 
wholJy  carried  to  hioir  is  not  divided  or  impaired  by 
the  love  of  pur  brethren,  but  is  dilated,  as  derived 
from  the  other*  God  allows,  yea,  commands,  yea, 
caufes,  that  it  dream  forth,  and  adt  itfelf  toward 
them  ;  remaining,  ftiil  in  him,  as  in  its  fource  and 
centre ;  beginning  at. him,  and  returning  to  htm,  as 
the  beams  that  difiuf^  themfelves  from  the  fun,  and 
the  light  and  heat,  yet  are  not  divided  or  cut  off  from 
ic,  but  remain  ip  it,  and,  by  emanation,  ilTue  from  it. 
Loving  our  brethren  in  God,  and  for  him  ;  not  only 
becauie  he  commands  us  to  love  them  ;  and  fo  the 
law  of  love  to  him  ties  us  to  it,  as  his  will ;  but  be<^ 
caufe  that  love  of  God  doth  naturally  extend  itfelf 
thus,  and  a<^s  thus;  in  loving  our  brethren  after  a  fpi- 
ritual  Chriftian  manner,  we  do  even  in  that  love  our 
Cod. 

Loving 
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•Loving  of  God  makes  us  one  with  God,  and  fo 
gives  U8  an  icnprelfion  of  his  divine  bounty  in  hi^ 
Spirit ;  and  his  love,  the  proper  work  of  his  Spirit^ 
dwelling  in  the  heart,  enlarges  and  dilates  it,  as  felf- 
love  contra&s  and  ftraitens  it :  So  that  as  felf-love 
is  the  perfect  oppofite  to  the  love  of  God,  it  is  like* 
jwife  fo  to  brotherly  love ;  it  (huts  out  and  undoes 
both  r  And  where  the  love  of  God  is  rekindled  and 
enters  the  heart,  it  deftroys  and  burns  up  fe]f-love, 
And  fo  carries  the  affedion  up  to  himfelf,  and  in  him 
fbtth  to  our  brethren. 

This  is  that  bitter  root  of  alf  enmity  in  man  againft 
iGod,  and  amongil  men,  againft  one  another,  fcif, 
man's  heart  turned  from  God  towards  himfelf ;  and 
the  very  work  of  renewing  grace  is,  to  annul  and 
deftroy  fclf,  to  replace  God  in  h^  right,  that  the 
heart,  and  all  its  afiedions  and  motions,  may  be  at 
ihisdifpofaL  So  that,  inftead  of  felf-will  and  felf- 
love  that  ruled  before,  now  tlie  will  of  God,  and  the 
]iove  of  Gody  commaml  all. 

And  where  it  is  thus,  there  this  fthmiiXfim,  this 
love  of  our  brethren,  will  be  fincere.  Whence  is  it 
that  wars,  and  contefts,  and  mutual  difgracings  and 
defpifings,  do  fo  much  abound,  but  that  men  love 
themfelves,  and  nothing  but  themfelves,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  themfelves,  as  it  pleafes,  or  is  advantageous  to 
them :  That  is  the  fiandard  and  rule ;  all  is  car- 
ried by  intereft,  fo  thence  are  ftrifes  and  defamings, 
and  bitternefs  againft  one  another  ;  but  the  Spirit  of 
Ghrift  coming  in,  undoes  all  felfiftinefs.  And  now, 
according  to  God,  what  'he  wills  and  loves,  that  is 
law,  and  a  powerful  law  ;  the  law  of  love  is  fo  writ- 
ten on  the  heart,  that  it  obeys  not  unpleafantly,  but 
with  delight,  and  knows  no  conftraint,  but  the  fweet 
conftraint  of  love.  To  forgive  a  wrong,  to  love  even 
thine  enemy  for  him,  is  not  only  cafy  now  but  de- 
legable, although  a  little  while  ago  thou  thoughteft  it 
was  quite  impoflible« 

That 
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,  That  Spirit  of  Chriil,  which  is  all  fweetnefs  and 
love^  fo  calms  and  compofes  the  heart,  that  peacd 
with  God,  and  that  unfpeakablj  bleffbd  correfpon- 
dence  of  love  with  him,  doth  fo  fill  the  foul  with 
lovingnefs  and  fweetnefs^  that  it  can  breathe  nothing 
el(e«  It  hates  nothing  but  fin,  pities  the  finner,  and 
4:arries  to  the  word  that  love  of  good  will,  defiring 
their  return  and  falvation.  But  as  for  thofe,  in  t^^honi 
appears  the  image  of  their  Father,  their  heart  cleaves 
to  them  as  brethren  indeed*  No  natural  advantages, 
no  birth,  no  beauty,  nor  wit,  draws  a  Chriilian^s  love 
fo  much,  as  the  refemblgnce  of  Chrift}  wherever 
that  is  found,  it  is  comely,  and  lovely  to  a  foul  that 
loves  him. 

Much  communion  with  Crod  fweetens  and  calms 
the  mind,  cures  the  diftempers  of  paflion  and  pride^ 
that  are  the  avowed-  enemies  of  love.;  particularly, 
prayer  and  love .  fuit  well,  (i.)  Prayer  difpofes  to 
this  love  ;  be  that  l&vetb  not^  knowetb  not  God,  faith. 
the  beloved  Apoftlej  /c>r  God  is  love,  John  iv^  8.  He 
that  is  moft  converfant  with  love^  the  fpring  of  it, 
where  it  is  pureft  and  fuUeit,  cannot  but  have  the 
fulleft  meafure  of  it,  flowing  in  from  thence  into  his 
heart,  and  flowing  forth  from  thence  unto  his  bre-* 
thren.  If  they  that  ufe  the  fociety  of  mild  and  good 
men,  are  infenfibly  aflimilated  to  them,  grow  like 
them,  and  contract  fomewbat  of  their  temper ;  much 
more  doth  familiar  walking  with  God  powerfully 
transform  the  foul  into  his  likenefs  ;  makes  it  mer-« 
ciful  and  loving,  and  ready  to  forgive,  as  he  is.  On 
the  other  hand^ 

(2.)  This  love  difpofes  to  prayer,  to  pray  together^ 
Hearts  muft  be  confort^d  and  tuned  together ;  other^. 
wife,  how  can  they  found  the  fame  fuits  harmoniouf- 
ly?  How  unpleafant,  in  the  exquifite  ear  of  God, 
that  made  the  ear,  are  the  jarring  difunited  hearts, 
that  often  feem  to  join  in  the  fame  prayer,  and  yet 
are  not  fet  together  in  love?  And  when  thou  prayefl; 
alone,  while  thy  heart  is  imbittered  and  difaSedtedi 

Vol.  n.  G  c  to 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


161  A  COMMiNTART  0P6H  [CHAI^.  t^. 

to  thy  brother,  although  upon  an  offence  done  ta 
thee,  it  is  as  a  miftuned  inftrument ;  the  firings  are  not 
accorded,  are  not  in  tune  antongft  themfelves,  and  fa 
the  found  is  harfti  and  ofTenfiye*  Try  it  well  ihy- 
felf,  and  thou  wilt  perceive  it  j  how  much  more  he,^ 
to  whom  thou,  prayeft,  when  thou  art  ftirred,  and  in 
paffion  againft  thy  brother,  or  not,  on  the  contrary, 
lovingly  afTeded  towards  him ;  what  broken,  diibr* 
dered,  unfaftened  ftufF  are  thy  reqaefts  1  'Therefore 
the  Lord  will  have  this  done  firft,  the  heart  tuned  v 
Go  tby  way^  (fays  lie),  leave  tby  gift  and  be  reconciled 
to  tby  brotber^  then  come  and  offer  tbygift^  Mat.  v.  23^ 
24. 

Why  is  this  fo  much  recommended  by  Cbrift,  and 
fo  little  regarded  by  Chriflians  ?  It  is  given  by  hint 
as  the  charaderiftic  and  badge  of  his  followers,  and 
of  them  that  pretend  to  be  fo,  how  few  wear  it? 
Oh  !  a  little  real  Chriftianity  were  more  worth  than; 
all  that  empty  profeffion  and  difcourfe,  that  we  think 
ix^  much  of.  Hearts  receiving  the  mouldy  and  ftamp 
of  this  rule,  thefe  were  living  copies  of  the  gofpel  y 
ye  are  our  epijlle^  fays  the  Apoftle,  2  Cor*  iii.  2.  We 
come  together,  and  hear,  and  fpeak,  fometimes  of 
one  grace,  and  foraietimes  of  another;  and  the  moft 
never  feek  to  have  their  hearts  enriched  with  the 
pofleffion  of  any  of,  them.  We  fearch  not  to  the 
bottom  the  perverfenefs  of  our  nature,  and  the  guil- 
tinefs  that  is  upon  us  in  thefe  things  ^  of  we  Ihifir  off" 
the  tonvidion,  and  find  a  way  to  forget  it,  when  the 
hour  is  done; 

That  accurfed  root,  felf-love,  that  makes  man  ait 
enemy  to  God,  and  men  enemies  and  devourers  one 
of  anotbery  who  fets  to  the  difcovery  and  the  diC* 
planting  of Jt  ?  Who  bends  the  force  of  holy  endea- 
Tours  and  prayer,  fupplicating  the  hand  of  God  for 
the  plucking  of  it  up  ?  Some  natures  are  quieter  and 
make  lefs  noife,  but  till  the  heart  be  pofleflTed  witb 
the  love  of  God,  it  fhall  never  truly  love  either  men, 

i» 
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in  that  waj  due  to  all^  or  the  children  of  God  in 
their  peculiar  relation. 

Among  yourf elves ^^c.'\  That  is  here  the  point,  the 
peculiar  love  of  the  faints  as  thy  brethren,  glorying 
and  rejoicing  in  the  fame  Father;  as  the  fbns  of 
God,  begotten,  again  to  that  lively  hope  of  glory.  >  Noir 
thefe^  as  they  owe  a  bountiful  difpofition  to  all,  are 
mutually  to  love  one  another  as  brethren. 

Thou,  that  hateft  and  reproacheft  the  godly,  and 
the  more  they  ftudy  to  walk  as  the  children  of  their 
holy  Father,  hateft  them  the  more,  and  art  glad  to 
find  a  fpot  on  them  to  point  at,  or  wilt  da(h  mire  on 
them  where  thou  findeft  none  ;  know  that  thou  art 
in  this  the  enemy  of  God  ;  know  that  the  indignity 
done  to  them,  Jefus  Chrift  will  take  as  done  to  him- 
felf ;  truly  ive  know  that  we  have  pajfed  from  death 
unto  life^  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren :  He  fh^  lovetb 
not  bis  brother  abideth  in  deaths  ijohn  iii.  14.  So 
then  renounce  this  word,  or  elfe  believe  that  thou  art 
yet  far  from  the  life  of  Chrift,  that  fo  hateft  it  in 
others.  Oh  !  but  they  are  a  number  of  hypocrites, 
wilt  thou  fay.  If  they  be  fo,  this  declares  fo  much 
the  more  thy  extreme  hatred  of  holinefs,  that  canft 
not  endure  fo  much  as  the  picture  of  it ;  canft  not  fee 
any  thing  like  it,  but  thou  muft  let  fly  at  it.  *  And 
this  argues  thy  deep  hatred  of  God.  Holinefs,  in  a 
Chriftian,  is  the  image  of  God,  and  the  hypocrite,  in 
the  refemblance  of  it,  is  the  image  of  a  Chriftian ;  fo 
thou  hateft  the  very  image  of  the  image  of  God ;  for, 
deceive  not  thyfelf,  it  is  not  the  latent  evil  in  hypo- 
crify,  but  the  apparent  good  in  it,  that  thou  hateft. 
The  profane  man  thinks  himfelf  a  great  zealot  againft  . 
hypocrify,  he  is  ftill  exclaiming  againft  it ;  but  it  is 
only  this  he  is  angry  at,  that  all  ftiould  not  be  un- 
godly ;  wicked  enemies  of  religion,  as  he  is  ;  either 
difiblute,  or  merely  civil ;  and  the  civil  man  is  fre- 
quently the  btttereft  enemy  of  all  ftridnefs  beyond 
his  own  fize,  as  condemning  him,  and  therefore  he 
pries  it  down^  as  aU  of  it  falle  and  counterfeit  wares. 

Let 
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Let  me  entreat  you,  if  you  would  not  be  found 
fighters  againjl  Gody  let  no  reviljngs  be  heard  amongft 
you,  againft  any  who  are,  orTeem  to  be,  followers  of 
hplinefs.  If  ye  will  not  reverence  it  yourfelves,  yet 
reverence  it  in  others,  at  lead  do  not  reproach  it.  It 
ihould  be  your  ambition,  elfe  why  are  you  willing  to 
be  called  Chrlftians  ?  But  if  you  ^'\\\  no^t  purfue  holU 
nefsy  yet  perfecute  it  not :  If  you  will-not  bavefer- 
Vint  love  to  the  faints ^  yet  bprn  not  with  infernal 
heat  of  fervent  hatred  againft  them ;  for,  truly,  that 
is  one  of  the  moft  likely  pledges  of  thefe  flames,  and 
fociety  with  damned  fpirits ;  as  love  to  the  children  ' 
pf  God  i$^  of  that  inheritance  apd  fociety  with  them 
in  glory. 

You  that  are  brethren,  and  united  by  thalt  purefl: 
and  ftrongeft  tie,  as  you  are  one  in  your  Head,  in 
your  life  derived  from  him,  in  your  hopes  of  glory 
with  him  ;  feek  to  be  more  one  in  l^eart ;  in  fervent 
love  one  to  another  in  him.  Confider  the  combinar 
tions  and  concurrences  of  the  wicked  againft  him 
and  his  little  flock  j  and  let  this  provoke  you  to  more 
united  affeftions.  Shall  the  fcales  of[  LeviatbaUj 
Job  xli.  15.  (as  one  alludes),  ftick  fo  clofe  together, 
and  ihall  not  the  members  of  Chrift  be  more  one  and 
undii^ided*:  You  that  can  refent  it,  ftir  up  yodrfelves, 
to  bewail  the  prefent  divifions  and  fears  of  more; 
entreat  earneftly  for  that  one  Spirit  to  aft  and  work 
more  powerfully  in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

11.  We  may  obferve  the  eminent  degree  of  this 
love.  I.  Its  jsminency  amongft  the  graces,  above  all 
2.  The  high  meafure.of  it  required,  fervent  love, 
[cxrfim]^  a  high  bent,  pF  ftrain  of  it }  that  which  ad$ 
ftrongly,  and  carries  far. 

I.  it  is  eminent,  that  which  indeed  among  Chri- 
ftians  preferves  all,  and  knits  all  together ;  therefore 
palled,  Got.  iii.  14.  tbe  bond  of  perfeSHon^  to  fignifyt 
that  all  is  bound  up  by  it.  How  can  they  pray  to- 
gether^ advance  the  name  of  their  God,  keep  in  and 
ftir  up  all  grac^  in  one  apotheri  imlefs  they  be  united 
:^    \    '  "•        "     ir» 
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in  love  ?  How  can  they  hkve  accefs  to  God,  or  fel- 
lowfhip  with  Him  wbo  is  love^  as  St  John  fpeaks,  if 
inftead  of  this  fweet  temper  there  be. rancour  and 
bitternefs  among  them  ?  So  then,  uncharitablenefs 
and  divifibns  amongil  Cbriftians,  do  not  only  hinder 
their  civil  good,  but  their  fpiritual  much  more ;  and 
that  not  only  lucro  cejffante^  (as  they  fpeak),  interrupt* 
ing  the  ways  of  mutual  profiting,  but  damno  emer-^ 
gente^  it  doth  really  damage  them,  and  brings  them 
to  loffes ;  preys  Upon  their  graces,  as  hot  withering^ 
winds  on  herbs  and  plants.  Where  ^he  heart  enter- 
tains  either  bitter  malice,  or  but  uncharitable  pre-* 
judices,  there  will  be  a  certain  decay  of  fpiritualitj 
in  the  whole  foul. 

2. .  Again,  for  the  degree  of  this  love  required,  it  is 
not  a  cold  indifferency,  a  negative  love,  as  I  may 
call  it,  or  not  willing  of  evil ;  nor  a  lukewarm  wifh- 
ihg  of  good,  but  fervent  and  a&ive  love  ;  for,  if  fer« 
vent,  it  will  be  adive,  a  fire  that  will  not  be  fmother- 
ed,  but  will  find  a  way  to  extend  itfelf. 
,  III.  The  fruits  of  this  love  follow,  i.  Covering 
ofevilj  in  this  verfe.     2.  Doing  of  gcod^  verfe  9.  &c. 

For  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  is  faid.  Charity  Jhall  cover 
the  multitude  of  fins.  The  expreffion  is  taken  from 
Solomon ;  and  as  covering  fins  is  reprefented  as  a 
main  adt  of  love,  fo  love  is  commended  by  it,  this 
being  a  moft  ufeful  and  laudable  ad  of  it,  that  it  co^ 
vers  fins^zvA  a  multitude  of  fins. 

Solomon  faith,  Prov.  x.  I2,  as  the  oppofition  clears 
the  fenfe,  Hatred  fiirs  firife^  aggravates  and  makes 
the  worft  of  all,  hut  love  covers  a  multitude  of  fins  ;  it 
delights  not  in  undue  difclofing  of  brethrens  failings, 
iloth  not  eye  them  rigidly,  nor  expofe  them  willing-- 
ly  to  the  eyes -of  others^ 

Now,  this  recommends  charity,  in  regard  of  its  fton^ 
tinual  ufefulnefe  and  necelfity  this  way,  confidering 
human  frailty  j  and  that  in  many  things  (as  St  James 
fpeaksj  we  all  offend^  James  iii.  2. ;  fo  that  this  is  ftiU 
ileedful  o|i  all  hands.    What  do  they  think  that  are 
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ftill  picking  at  eVery  appearing  infirmity  of  their  bre- 
thren ^  know  they  not  that  the 'frailties  that  cleave 
to  the  faints  of  God  while  they  are  here^  do  ftand 
in  need  of,  and.  call  for,  this  mutual  office  of  love,  to 
cover  and  pafs  them  by  ?  Who  is  there  that  (lands 
not  in  need  ef  this  ?  l(  none,  why  are  there  any  that 
deny  it  to  others  ?  There  can  be  no  fociety  nor  en- 
tertaining of  Ghriflian  converfe  without  it ;  giving 
(as  wf^  fpeak)  allowance ;  reckoning  to  meet  with 
defeds,  and  weaknefles  on  all  hands ;  covering  the 
failings  of  one  another,  feeing  it  is  needful  from  each 
to  another. 

Again,  as  the  neceffity  of  this  ct)mmends  it|  and 
the  love  whence  it  flows,  fo  there  is  that  laudable  in- 
genuity in  it,  that  ihould  draw  us  to  the  liking  of  it. 
It  is  the  bent  of  the  bafeft  and  mod  worthlefs  fpirits 
to  be  bufy  in  the  fearch  and  difcovery  of  others  fail- 
ings, palBng  by  all  that  is  commendable  and  imi* 
table  5  as  bafe  flies  readily  fitting  on  any  little  fore 
they  can  find,  rather  than  upon  the  found  parts* 
But  the  more  excellent  mind  of  a  real  Ghriflian  loves 
not  unneceflarily  to  touch,  no,  nor  to  look  upon  them, 
rathelr  turns  away ;  fuch  never  uncover  their  bro- 
ther's fores,  but  to  cure  them  ;  and  no  more  than  is 
neceffary  fpr  that  end ;  they  would  willingly  have 
them  bid,  that  neither  they  nor  others  might  fee 
them. 

This  bars  not  the  judicial  trial  of  fcandalous  of- 
fences, nor  the  delation  of  them^  and  bringing  them 
under  due  cenfure.  Tlie  forbearing  of  this  is  not 
pharity,  but  both  iniquity  and  cruelty ;  and  this 
pleaves  too  much  to  many  of  us.  They  that  cannot 
pafs  the  leall  touch  of  a  wrong  done  to  tbemfelvcs, 
pan  digeft  twenty  high  injuries  done  to  God  by  pror 
fane  perfons  about  them,  and  refent  it  not ;  and  fuch 
mar  be  afiured,  that  they  are  yet  deftitute  of  love  to 
<^od,  and  of  Ghriflian  love  to  their  brethren^  which 
fprings  from  it, 
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The  uncavering  of  iin,  neceflary  to  the  curing  of 
it,  is  not  only:  n,Q  breach  of  charity^  but}  is  indeed  4 
main  point  of  it,  and  the  negled  of  it  the  higheft 
kind  of  cruelty;  But  further  than  that  goes,  cer- 
tainly this  rule  teaches  the  veiling  of  our  brethrens 
infirmities  from  the  eyes  of  others,  and  ev^o  from 
our  own,  that  we  look  not  on  them  with  rigour ;  no,^ 
nor  without  compaflion* 

I.  Love  is  witty  ip  finding  out  the  faireft  con- 
ftradlion  of  things  doubtful,  and  this  is  a  great  point. 
Take  me  the  beft  adion  that  can  be  named,  pride 
and  malice  fhall  find  a  way  to  difgrace  it,  and  put  a 
hard  vifage  upon  it.  Again,  what  is  not  undeniably 
evil,  love  will  turn  to  all  the  ways  of  viewing  it,  till 
it  find  the  bed  and  moft  favourable. 

7,.  Where  the  thing  is  fo  plainly  a  fin,  that  this 
way  of  covering  it  can  have  no  place,  yet  then  will 
love  confider  what  may  leflen  it  moft ;  whether  a 
furprife,  or  ftrength  of  temptation,  or  ignorance,  as 
our  Saviour,  Father,  forgive  tbem,  for  tbey  know  not 
nvbat  they  do,  Luke  xxiii.  34^  or  natural  complex- 
ion; or  at  leaft  will  ftill  take  in  human. frailty,  to 
turn  all  the  bitternefs  of  paffion  into  fweet  compa£« 
fion. 

3.  All  private  reproofs,  and  where  confcience  re- 
quires public  delation  and  cenfure,  even  thefe  will 
be  fweetened  in  that  compafiion  that  flows  from  love« 
If  it  be  fuch  a  fore  as  muft  not  be  let  lie  covered  up, 
left  it  prove  deadly,  fo  that  it  muft  be  uncovered,  t« 
be  lanced  and  cut^  that  it  may  be  cured,  ftill  this  is 
to  be  done  as  loving  the  foul  of  the  brother.  Where 
the  rule  of  confcience  urges  it  not,  then  thou  muft 
bury  it,  and  be  fo  far  from  delighting  to  divulge  fuch 
things,  that,  as  fair  as  without  partaking  in  it  thou 
mayeft,  thou  muft  veil  it  from  all  eyes,  and  try  the 
way  of  private  admonition  j  and  if  the  party  appear 
to  be  humble  and  willing  to  be  reclaimed,  then  for- 
get it,  caft  it  quite  out  of  thy  thoughts,  that,  as  much 
as  may  be,  thou  mayeft  learn  to  forget  it  more.    But 

tbis^ 
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this,  I  fay,  is  to  be  done  with  the  tendereft  bowels  of 
pity,  feeling  the  cuts  thou  art  forced  to  give  in  that 
Deceflary  incifioq,  and  ufing  mildnefs  and  patience. 
Thus  the  Apoftle  inftpuSs  his  Timothy,  Reprove,  re- 
buke, exborj^,  but  do  it  \9ith  long-fuffering,  with  all 
long-fuffering,  7,  Tim.  iv.  2.  Arid  even  item  that  op- 
pofe,  inflruH,  fays  he,  witbmeeknefs  ;  if  God peradven- 
ture  will  give  them  repentance  to  tbe  acknowledging  of 
tbe  trittbf  chap,  ii*  Ver.  25, 

4.  If  thou  be  interefted  in  the  offence^  even  by  un* 
feigned  free  forgivenefs,  fo  far  as  thy  concern  goes^ 
let  it  be,  as  if  it  had  not  been.  And,  though  thou 
meet  with  many  of  thefe,  charity  will  gain  and  grow 
by  fuch  occafions :  And  the  more  it  hath  covered^ 
the  more  it  can  cover,  cover  a  multitude,  fays  our 
Apoftle;  covers  aliens,  fays  Solomon;  yea,  though- 
thou  be  often  put.  to  it  by  the  fame  party,  what  made 
thee  forgive  once,  well  improved,  will  ftretch  our  Sa- 
viour's rule  to  feventy  times /even  times  in  one  day^ 
Mat.  xviii.  21,  22.  . 

And,  truly,  in  this,  men  miftake  grofsly,  that  think 
it  is  greatnefs  of  fpirit  to  refent  wrongs,  an4  bafenefs 
to  forgive  them  1  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  only  ex- 
cellent fpirit  fcarce  to  feel  a  wrong,  or,  feeling,  ftraight 
to  forgive  it.  It  is  the  greateft  and  beft  of  Spirits 
that  enables  to  this,  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  doverlike 
Spirit  that  refted  on  our  Lor^  Jefus,  and  from  him 
is  derived  to  all  that  are  in  him.  I  pray  you  think, 
is  it  not  a  token  t)f  a  tender  fickly  body,  to  be  alter- 
ed with  every  touch,  from  every  blaft  it  meets  with  ? 
And  thus  is  it  a  fign  of  a  poor  weak  fiekly  fpirit,  to 
endure  nothing,  to  be  diftempered  at  the  leail  air  of 
an  injury ;  yea,  with  the  very  fancy  of  it,  whei^e  there 
is  really  none. 

Inf.  I.  Learn  then  to  beware  of  thefe  evils,  that  are  . 
contrary  to  this  charity.     Do  not  difpute  with  your- 
felves  in  rigid  remarks  and  cerifures^  when  the  matter 
will  bear  any  belter  fenfe. 

2c  D» 
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2.  Do  liot  delight  in  tearing  a  wound  wider^  and 
ftcetching  a  real  failing  to  the  utmoil. 

3*  In  handling  of  it,  ftudy  gentlenefs,  pity  and 
meeknefs.  Thefe  will  advance  the  cure,  whereas 
thy  flying  out  into  paffion  againll  thy  fallen  brother^ 
will  prove  nothing,  but  as  the  putting  of  thy  nail  into 
the^  fore,  that  will  readily  rankle  it,  and  make  it 
wbrfe.  Even  fin  may  be  finfully  reprbved ;  and  how 
thinkeft  thou,  that  fin  (hall  redrefs  fin,  and  reduce 
thefihner? 

There  is  a  gredt  ded  bf  fpiritual  art  arid  ikill  iii 
dealing  with  ariother's  fin  ;  and  it  requires  muflh  fpi* 
tituality  of  mind^  and  much  prudence^  and  much  love, 
efpeciaily  a  mind  ckar  from  paflion,  fdr  that  blinds 
the  eye,  and  makes  the  hand  rough  ;  fo  that  ti  man 
neither  rightly  ftes  liot  handles,  the  fofe  he  goes 
about  to  cure*  And  mariy  are  lod  thfough  the  ig- 
horance  and  negledl  of  that  due  temper  to  be  brought 
to  this  work.  Men  think  otherwife,  that  their  ri- 
gours are  much  fpirituality ;  but  they  miftake  it. 
Gal.  vi.  I.  Brethren^  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  faulty 
ye  wbicb  atefpirituaU  rejiorefucb  an  me  in  the  fpi^ 
rit  of  meeknefs^  confidering  tbyfelf  lejl  tbou  alfo  be 
tempted. 

4.  For  thyfelf,  as  an  offence  touchfes  thee,  learn  to 
delight  as  much  in  that  divine  way  of  fotgiveneffs,  as 
carnal  minds  do  id  that  bafe  inhuman  way  of  re- 
venge. It  is  riot,  as  they  judge,  a  glory  to  biufter  and 
fwaggcr  for  every  thing,  but  the  glory  of  a  man  to  "pafs 
by  a  trangtef^on^  Prov.  xi*.  n.  This  makes  him  god- 
like. And  confider  thou  often  that  lovt:  that  covert 
all  thine,  that  blood  that  was  fhed  to  walh  off  thy 
guilt ;  needs  any  more  be  faid  to  gain  all  in  this,  tbfi(t 
can  be  required  of  thee.  ^ 

Now,  the  other  fruit  of  love,  which  is  doing  good^ 
\%f  I.  Exprefled  in  one  particular,  ver.,9.  Then  di- 
lated to  a  general  rule,  ver.  ib.  which  will  be  cour 
fidered  below. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  Ver. 
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Ver.  g*  Ufe  bofpitality  one  to  another  without  grudge 
ing. 

ZJpSPITALITTf  or  kindnefs  to  (Irangers,  is  mcn- 
tioned  here  as  an  important  fruit  of  love  ^  it 
being,  in  thole  times  and  places,  in  much  ufe  in  travel^ 
and  particularly  then  needful  to  be  often  exercifed 
among  Chriftians  one  to  another,  by  reafoH  of  hot  and 
general  perfecutions.  But  under. this  name,  I  con* 
Ceive,  all  other  fupply  of  the  wants  of  our  brethren 
in  ouW^ard  things  to  be  here  comprehended^ 

Now,  for  this,  the  way  and  meafure,  indeed,  muft 
receive  its  proportion  from  the  eftate  and  ability  of 

J^erfohs.  But  certainly  the  great  ftraitning  of  hands 
n  thefe  things,  is  mote  from  the  ftraitnefs  of  hearts 
than  of  means,  A  large  hearty  itith  a  little  estate, 
tvill  do  much  with  theerfulnefs  and  little  noife,  while 
hearts  glued  to  the  poor  riches  they  pofTefs,  or  rather' 
^re  poiTefied  by,  can  fcarce  part  with  any  thing,  till 
they  be  pulled  from  all. 

Now,  for  fupply  of  our  brethrens  neceififies,  one 
good  help  is^  the  retrenching  of  our  own  fuperfluities. 
Turn  the  ftream  into  that  channel  where  it  will  re- 
frefh  thy  brethret),  and  enrich  tbyfelf,  and  let  it  not 
run  into  the  dead  fea.  Thy  vain  exceffive  entertain- 
ments, thy  gaudy  variety  of  drefies,  thefe  thou  doft 
not  challenge,  thinking  it  is  of  thine  own  ;  but  know, 
as  follows,  thou  art  h\xt  Jleward  of  it,  and  this  is  not 

^  faithfully  laying  out ;  thou  canft  not  anfwer  for  it  ^ 
j^ea,  it  is  robbery  ;  thou  robbeft  thy  poor  brethren 
that  want  tieceflaries,  whilft  thou  lavfflieft  thus  on 
nnneceiTaries.  Such  a  feaft,  fuch  a  fuit  of  apparel,- 
is  dired  robbery  in  the  Lord's  eye,  and  the  poor  may 
cry.  That  is  mine  that  you  caft  away  fo  vainly,  by 

.  tvhich  both  I  and  you  might  be  profited,  Prov.  iii^ 
ay,  28.  Witb'-bold  not  good  from  him  therefore  to  whom 
it  is  duei  &c. 

Without  grudging.}  Some  look  to  the  adlion?,  but 
few  to  the  intention  and  pofture  of  mind  in  them^ 

and 
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and  yet  that  is  the  main  ;  it  is  indeed  all,  even  with 
men,  fo  far  as  they  can  perceive  it ;  much  more  with 
thy  Lord,  who  always  perceives  it  to  the  full.  He 
delights  in  the  good  he  does  hi$  creatures :  He  would 
have  them  fo  affeded  to  on^  another,  efpecially  would 
fee  his  children  to  have  this  trace  of  his  likenefs^ 
See,  tt]en,  when  thou  giveA  alms,  or  entertaineft  a 
ftranger,  that  there  be  nothing  either  of  under  grum* 
bling»  or  crooked  felf-feeking  in  it.  Let  the  left-band 
have  no  hand  in  it,  not  fo  much  as  know  of  it,  ^s 
our  Saviour  dired-s,  Mat.  yi.  3.;  not  to  pleafe  men,  or 
to  pleafe  thyfelf^  or  limply  out  of  a  natural  pity  or 
coniideration  of  thy  own  poifible  incidency  into  the 
like  cafe,  which  many  think  ytry  well,  if  thipy  be  fo 
moved :  But  if  there  be  here  a  higher  principle  mov* 
ing  thee,  love  to  God,  and  to  thy  brother,  in,  aqd  for 
him,  this  will  make  it  cheerful  and  pleafant  to  thy- 
'  feU^  and  well-pleafing  to  him,  for  whom  thou  doit 
it.'  We  lofe  much  in  ^ions,  of  tbemfelves  good, 
both  of  piety  and  charity,  through  difregard  of  our 
hearts  in  them ;  and  nothing  will  prevail  with  us, 
to  be  iqore  intent  this  way,  to  look  more  oq  our 
hearts,  but  this,  to  look  more  op  Him  that  lpo|f:s 
on  them,  and  judges,  and  accepts  all  according  to 
them. 

Though  all  the  iins  of  former  ages  gather,  and 
/all  into  the  latter  times,  this  is  pointed  out  as  the 
grand  ,evil,  uncbaritablenefs.  The  Apoftle  St  Paul, 
^  Tim.  iii.  2*  tells  us,  That  in  the  laft  days,  men  Jball 
be  covetous,  Jlanderers^  lowers  qf  plea/ures  m((re  tb(in 
lovers  of  God:  But  how,  from  whence  all  this  con- 
duence  of  evils?  The  fpring  of  all  is  fet  firft,  and 
that  is  the  diredl  oppoflte  of  Chriftian  love ;  tbey^ 
Jball  be  [fix^foi]  lovers  of  tbemfehves.  This  is  it,  that 
kills  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of  our  brethren, 
and  i(indles  that  infernal  fire  of  ipye  to  pleafe  tbem- 
felves }  fothat  riches  make  men  voluptuous  and  co- 
vetous, &c-  Truly,  whatfoever  become  of  mens  pu- 
jious  compi^tatioi^  of  times,  this  wretched  fclfifenefs 
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and  decay  of  love,  may  fave  us  the  labour  of  much 
chronological  debate  in  this,  and  lead  us  from  thU 
certain  chara^er  of  them,  to  conclude  thefe  ,to  be 
the  latier  times^  in  a  very  ftriA  fenfe.  All  other  fins 
are  come. down  along,  and  run  combined  now ;  bat 
truly  uncharitablene(s  is  the  main  one.  As  old  age 
IS  a  rendezvous  or  meeting  place  of  maladies,  but 
efpecially  fubjedl  to  cold  difeafes :  Thus  is  it  in  the 
old  age  of  the  worlds  many  fins  abouiid^  but  efpe- 
cially coldnefs  of  love,  as  our  Saviour  foretells  it^ 
that  in  the  lajl  days  the  love  of  nutnyjhall  wax  cold^ 
Mat.  xxiv.  12.  As  the  difeafe  of  the  youth  of  the 
world,  was  the  abounding  of  lujl^  Gen.  vi.  fo  of  its 
age,  decay  of  love:  And  as  that  heat  called  for  a  to* 
tal  deluge  of  waters  ;  fo  this  coldnefs  for  fire^  to  the 
kindling  an  univerfal  fire^  that  ihall  make  an  end  of 
it  and  the  world  together  *• 

But  they  alone  are  the  fiappy  men,  and  have  th(s 
advantage  of  all  the  world,  in  whom  the  world  is 
burnt  up  beforehand,  by  another  fire ;  that  divine 
fire  of  the  love  of  God,  kindled  in  their  hearts,  by 
which  they  ^fcend  up  to  him,  and  are  refleded  from 
him  upon  their  brethren,  with  a  benign  heat  and' 
influence  for  their  good.  Oh !  be  unfatisfied  with 
yourielves,  and  reftlefs  till  you  find  it  thus,  till  you 
find  your  hearts  poflefied  with  this  excellent  grate  of 
love,  that  you  may  have  it,  and  ufe  it,  and  it  may 
grow  by  ufing  and  a^ing.  I  could,  methinks,  hearti- 
ly ftudy  on  this,  and  weary  you  with  reiterate^ 
preffing  this  one  thing,  if  there  were  hopes  in  fo 
wearying  you,  to  weary  you  out  of  thefe  evils  that  arc 
contrary  to  it ;  and  in  preffing  this  grace,  to  make 
any  real  imprcflion  of  it  upon  your  hearts:  Befides 
all  the  further  good  that  follow^  it,  there  is  in  this 
love  itfelf,  fo  much  peace  and  fweetnefs,  as  abun- 
dantly pays  itfelf,  and  all  the  labour  of  it ;  whereas 
pfrid^  afid  malice  do  fill  the  heart  with  continual 

vexations 

*  Aqua  propter  ardorm   l^idinis^  i^b  propter  teportn^ 
ciaritatis. 
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vexations  and  difquiet,  and  eat  out  the  very  bowela 
ivherein  they  breed.  Afpire  to  this^  to  be  wholly 
bent,  not  only  to  procure  or  defire  hurt  to  none,  but 
to  wilh  and  feek  the  good  of  all ;  and,  for  thof<^  that 
are  in  Chrift,  fure  that  will  unite  thy  heart  to  them^ 
and  ftir  thee  up,  according  to  thy  opportunities  and 
power,  to  do^  them  good,  as  parts  of  Chrift,  and  of 
the  fame  body  with  thyielf. 

Ver.  10.  ^s  every  man  hatb  received  ibe  gifi^  even 
fo  fhini/ler  the  fame  one  to  another ^  as  goodjiewards 
of  the  manifold  grace  ofQod. 

THIS  is  the  rule  concerning  the  gifts  and  graces 
beftowed  oq  men  ;  and  we  have  here,  i.  Their 
difference  in  their  kind  and  meafure.  a.  Their  con- 
cordance in  their  fource  and  afe« 
>  I.  Their  difference  in  their  kind  and  meaflire, 
which  is  expreffed  in  the  firft  claufe,  as  every  one  bath 
received.  Then  again  in  the  laft  claufe  [froixiXn  x^C'^] 
various  or  manifold  grace^  where  x^V^^  g^<^c^*  is  all 
one  with  the  former,  x,*V^l^»  ^^^»  ^"^  ^'  taken  at 
large  for  all  kind  of  endowments  and  furniture  by 
which  men  are  enabled  to  mutual  good.  One  man 
liath  riches,  another  authority  and  command,  another 
wit  or  eloquence,  or  learning ;  and  fome,  though 
eminent  in  fome  one,  yet  have  a  fuller  conjunfture  of 
divers  of  thefe.  We  find  not  more  difference  in  vi- 
fages  and  ftatures  of  body,  than  in  qualifications  and 
abilities  of  the  mind,  which  are  the  vifage  and  ftature 
of  it;  yea,  thfs  odds  is  far  greater  betwixt  man  and 
man  in  this  than  it  can  be  in  the  other. 

Now,  this  difference  accords  well,  2.dly^  With  the 
accordance  here  expreffed  in  their  common  fpring  and 
common  ufe ;  for  the  variety  of  thi^fe  many  gifts  fuits 
well  with  the  fingular  riches  and  wifdom  of  their  one 
Giver,  and  with  the  common  advantage  and  benefit 
ef  the  qiany  receivers.    And  in  the  ufefulnefs  of  tha^ 

variety 
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variety  to  the  receivers,  ihines  forth  the  bounty  find 
wifdom  of  the  Giver,  in  fo  ordering  all  that  diverfity, 
to  one  excellent. end;  fo  this  manifold  grace  v«n(«a« 
^mft^  here,  commends  that  wXwctntkQ*  «rofi«,  manifold 
wifdom^  that  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of,  £ph.  iii.  lo. 

There  is  fucb  an  admirable  beauty  in  this  variety, 
fuch  ft  fymmetry  and  contemperature  of  different, 
yea,  of  contrary,  qualities,  as  fpeaks  his  riches,  that  fo 
divers  gifts  are  from  the  fame  Spirit.  A  kind  of 
embroidering  ^,  of .  many  colours  happily  mixt»  as  the 
word  iraiJciAAji*  figtiifies ;  as  it  is  in  the  frame  of  the 
natural  body  of  man  as  tbe  leffer  world,  and  in  the 
compofure  of  the  greater  world  ;  thus  in  the  Church 
of  God,  tbe  myftical  body  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  exceeding 
'  both  the  former  \i\  excellency  and  beauty. 

And  as  there  is  fuch  ^art  io  this  contrivance,  and 
fuch  comelinefs  in  the  refuUing  framt,  fo  it  is  no 
lefs'ufeful ;  and  thi^t  chiefly  commends  the  thing  ir« 
felf,  Af>d  the  fuprem^  wifdom  wderiqg  it,  that  as,  in 
the  body,  each  part  bath  not  o.ply  its  place  for,  pro- 
portion and  order,  b^it  each  its  ufe;  and  as,  in  tbe 
world,  each  part  is  beneficial  to  another ;  fo  here, 
every  man's  gift  relates,  and  is  fitted,. to  fome  ufc  for 
tht  good  of  others. 

Infor.  I.  The  firft  thing  which  meets  us  here  J» 
Very  ufeful  to  know,;that  all  is  received^  and  received 
of  sifif  of  mod  free  gifo\  fo  the  words  do  carry. 
Now,  this  fhould  mod  reafonably  check  all  murrour- 
ing  in  thofe  that  receive  lead  ;  and  iofuUing  in  thofe 
that  receive  moft ;  Whatever  it  is,  dp  not  repine^ 
but  praife,  how  little  fpever  it  is,  for  it  is  a  free  gift. 
Again,  how  much  foever  it  is,  be  not  bigb  minded^  bui 
feat ;  boaft  not  tbyfelf,  but  humbly  biefs  thy  Lord  \ 
far  if  ibou  baft  received  ir,  6011;  C4in/l  ib6u  boqft  ?  1  Cor, 
iv.  7. 

2.  Every  man  hath  received  fome  gift,  no- man 
all  gifts  ;  and  tbis^  rightly,  confidered,  would  keep  aU 

ip 

*  Tbe  P/almiJl*s  word  for  tbe  bodj  PfeL  Q^ix^  15.  ii,  %Vl\^ 
oufly  wrought,  ^ 
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in  a  more  even  temper;  as,  in  nature,  nothing  is  al^- 
together  ufelefs,  fo  nothing  is  felf-fufficient :  This, 
duly  confidered,  would  keep  the  meaneft  from  repin-^ 
ing  and  difcontent,  even  hitn  that  hath  the  loweit 
rank  in  moft  rcfpefts ;  yet  fomething  he  hath  rcceiv- 
.  ^d,  that  is  tiot  only  a  good  to  himfelfi  but,  rightly 
improved,  may  be  fo  to  othefs  likewife.  And  this 
will  curb  the  loftinels  of  the,  moft  advanced,  and 
teach  them,  not  only  to  fee  fome  deficiencies  in  them- 
felves^  and  fonie  gifts  in  far  meaner  perfons,  which 
they  want :  But,  btfides  the  fimple  difcOvety  cff  this^ 
it  will  put  them  upon  the  ufe  of  what  is.  in  lower 
perfons,  not  only  to  ftoop  to  the  acknowledgment^ 
but  even,  withal,  to  the  participation  and  benefit  of  it ; 
not  to  trample  upon  all  that  is  below  them,  but  to 
take  up^  and  ufe,  things  ufeful,  though  lying  at  their 
feet.  Some  flowers  and  herbs  that  grow  very  low< 
are  of  a  very  fragrant  fmell,  and  healthful  ufe. 

Thou  that  carrieft  it  fo  high,  lofeft  much  by  it« 
Many  poor  Chriftians  ^whom  thou  defpifeft  to  make 
ufe  of,  may  have  that  in  them  which  might  be  very 
tifeful  for  thee,  though  thou  overlookeft  it,  and 
treadeft  on  it.  St^  Paul  acknowledgeth  he  was  com-- 
forted  by  the  coming  of  Titus^  though  far  inferior  td 
him.  Sometimes  a  very  meah  illiterate  Chriftiart 
may  fpeak  more  profitably  and  comfortably,  even  to 
a  knowing  learned  man,  than  ihultitudes  of  his  own 
beft  thoughts  can  do,  efpecially  in  a  time  of  weak- 
nefs  and  darkliefs. 

3.  As  all  is  received,  and  with  that  difference,  (er 
the  thijrd  thing  is,  that  all  is  received,  to  minijler  to 
each  other  ;  and  mutual  benefit  is  the  true  ufe  of  all^ 
fuiting  the  mind  of  him  that  difpenfes  all,  and  the 
way  of  his  difpenfation.  Thou  art  not  proprietary 
lord  of  kny  thing  thou  haft,  but  oiKOMfMc,  ajieward  \ 
and  therefore  oughteft  glidly  to  be  a  good  ftetvard^ 
that  is,  both  faithful  and  prudent  in  thy  intrufted 
gifts,  ufing  all  thou  haft  to  the  good  of  the  houfehold, 
and  fo  to  the  advantage  of  thy  Lord  and  mafter. 

Haft 


L. 
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Haft  thou  abilities  of  eftate,  or  body^  €li  midd  ?  let  all 
be  thus  employed..  Thinkeft  tboo  that  thy  wealthy 
or  power,  or  wit,  is  thine,  to  do  with  them  as  thoa 
wilt,  to  engrofs  to  thyfelf,  either  to  retain  ufelefs^  or 
to  ufe ;  to  hoard  and  wrap  up,  or  to  lavifh  out,  ac- 
cording as  thy  humour  leads  thee  ?  No,  alt  is  gtven^ 
as  to  a  fteward,  wifely  and  faithfully  to  lay  up  and* 
lay  out.  Not  only  thy  outward  and  common  gifts  of 
mind,  but  even  faving  graee^  which  Teems  moft  inte- 
refted  and  appropriated  for  thy  private  good,  yet  is 
not  wholly  for  that }  even  thy  graces  are  for  the  good 
of  thy  brethren. 

Oh  !  that  we  would  cfonfidef  this  iri  all^  and  look 
Back  and  mourn  on  the  frilitlefnefs  of  all  that  hath 
been  in  our  hand  all  our  life  hitherto.  If'  it  have 
not  been  wholly  fruitlefs,  yet,  how  far  ihort  of  that 
fruit  we  might  have  brought  forth  i  any  little  thing 
done  by  us  looks  big  in  our  eye ;  we  view  it  through 
a  magnifying  glais  ;  but  who  may  not  complain  that 
their  means,  and  health,  and  opportunities,  of  feveral 
kinds,  of  doing  for  God,  and  for  our  brethren,  have 
lain  dead  upon  their  hands  in  a  great  part?  As 
Chriilians  are  defedive  in  other  duties  of  loVe,  fo 
mod  in  that  moft  intportant  duty,  of  advancing  the 
fpiritual  good  of  each  other.  Even  they  that  have 
grace,  do  not  duly  ufe  it  to  mutual  edification^  I 
defire  Qone  to  leap  over  the  bounds  of  their  calling, 
or  rules  of  Chriftian  prudence  in  their  converfe  ;  ye^ 
this  were  much  to  be  blamed ;  but  I  fear  left  unwary 
hands,  throwing  on  water  to  quench  that  evil,  have 
let  feme  of  it  fall  by  upon  thofe  fparks,  that  fliould 
rather  have  been  ftirred  and  blown  up. 

]^either  ftiould  the  difproportion  of  gifts  and  graced 
hinder  Chriftians  to  minifter  one  to  another,  nor 
move  the  weaker  to  envy  the  ftronger,  nor  the  ftrong^ 
er  to  defpife  the  weaker  ;  bMt  each  k,  in  his  place,  to 
be  ferviceable  to  another,  as  the  Apoftle  excellently 
prefles  by  that  moft  fit  refemblance  of  the  parts  of 
the  body,  i  Cor.  xii.  15.  21.  As  the  foot  fafs  not,  Why 

am 
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am  I  not  tbe  eye^  or  tbe  bead ;  tbe  bead  cannot  fay  of 
the  foot  ^  I  have  no  need  of  thee*  There  is  no  envy,  no 
defpifiif>g,  in  the  natural  bpdy^  O  I  what  pity  is  \t 
there  fhould  be  fo  much  in  the  myftical !  Were  we 
more  fpiritual,  this  would  lefs  be  found.  In  the 
mean  time,  Oh  I  that  we  were  more  agreeable  td  * 
that  happy  eiiate  we  look  for,  in  our  ptefent  dfpedt 
and  carriage  one  to  another.  Though  all  graces  are, 
in  fome  meafure,  where  there  is  one,  yet  all  not  in  a 
like  meafure.  One  Chriftian  is  more  eminent  in 
meeknefs,  another  in  humility,  a  third  in  zeal,  ISiu 
Now  by  their  fpiritual  converfe,  one  with  another, 
each  may  be  a  gainer  ;  and  many  ways  may  a  private 
Chriftian  promote  the  good  of  others,  with  whom  he 
lives,  by  feafonable  admonitions,  and  advice,  and  re-^ 
proof,  fweetened  with  meeknefs '5  but  mod  by  holy 
example,  which  is  the  mofl  lively,  and  mod  effeduai 
fpeech. 

Thou  that  haft  greater  gifts,  haft  nu)re  entrufted  in 
thy  hand,  and  therefore  the  more  engagement  to  fide- 
lity and  diligence.  Men  in  great  place  and  public 
ferviccs,  ought  to  ftir  themfelves  up  by  this  thought 
to  Angular  watcbfulnefs  and  Teal ;  and,  in  private 
converfe;  one  with  another,  to  be  doing  and  receiv- 
ing fpiritual  good.  Are  we  not  ft  rangers  here  ;  and, 
is  it  nt)t  ftrange  that  we  fo  often  meet  and  part,  with- 
out a  word  of  our  home,  or  the  way  to  it,  or  our  adr 
vancement  towards  it  ?  Chriftians  ftiould  be  trading, 
one  with  another,  in  fpiritual  things  ^  and  be,  fur< 
that  faithfully  ufeth  moft,  receives  moft.  That  is 
comprehended  under  that  word.  Math,  xxv;  29.  To 
htm  tbat  batb^  (1.  e.  poffeiTes  adively  and  ufefuliy), 
Jball  he  given;  and  fiom  bim  tbat  hath  not^  {i.e.  ufes 
not),  Jhall  he  taken  jnway  even  that  which  he  bath. 
Merchants  can  feel  in  their  trading  a  dead  time,  and 
complain  ferioufly  of  it ;  but  Chriftians,  in  theirs,  ei-» 
ther  can  fuffer  it,  and  not  fee  it,  or  fee  it,  and^not 
complain ;  or,  poffibly,  complain,  and  yet  no^  be  deep* 
I7  fenfible  of  it* 

Vol.  II,  Ee  Certainly 
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Certainly  it  cannot  bjs  fufficiently  regretted,  that 
we  are  fo  fruitlefs  in  the  Lord's  work  in  thi^  kindi 
that  when  we  are  alone  we  ftudy  it  not  more,  nor 
feck  it  more  by  prayer^  to  know  the  true  ufe  of  all  we 
receive,  and  do  not  in  fociety  endeavour  it  according- 
ly ;  but  we  trifle  out  our  time ;  and  inftead  of  the 
commerce  of  grace»  to  our  mutual  enriching,  we  trade 
in  vanity,  and  as  it  were,  children  exchanging  (hells 
and  toys  together. 

This  furely  will  lie  heavy  upon  the  confcience 
when  we  refled  on  it,  and  fhaU  come  near  the  brink 
of  time,  looking  forwards  on  eternity ;  and  then  look^ 
ing  back  to  our  days,  fo  vainly  wafted,  and  worn  out 
to  fo  little  purpofe.  Oh  !  let  us  awake,  awake  our* 
felves  and  one  another,  to  more  fruitfulnefs  and  faitb<- 
fulnefsy  whatfoever  be  our  received  meafure^  Icfs  or 
more.  .       , 

fie  not  difcouraged;  to  have  little  in  the  account 
fhall  be  no  prejudice.  The  approbation  runs  not, 
Tbou  badjl  much  i  but,  ki  the  contrary,  Tbou  bofi  betn 
faitbful  in  little:  Great  faithfulnefs  in  the  ufe  of 
fmall  gifts  hath  great  acceptance,  and  a  great  and 
fure  reward.  Great ^ceipts  engage  to  greater  re^ 
turns,  and  therefore  require  the  greater  diligence; 
and  that  not  only  for  the  increafe  of  grace  within, 
but  the  afiiftance  of  it  in  others.  Retired  f:ontem* 
plation  may  be  .more  pleating;  but  due  adivity  for 
God  and  his  Church  is  more  profitable.  Rachel  was 
fair,  but  (he  was  barren ;  Leah  blear  eyed,  but  fruitful 

/Ver.  II.  If  any  man  fptak^  let  him  Jpeak  as  the  ota^ 
ties  of  God  ;  if  any  man  minijler^  let  bim  da  it  as  ((f 
the  ability  which  God  givetb  /  that  God  in  all  thirds 
may  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Cbriji :  to  whom  he 

I.    praife  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

EVERY  part  pf  the  body  of  Chrift,  as  it  partakes 
life  with  the  r^ft,  isaiparts  fervice  to  the  reft; 
but  there  be  fome  more  eminent,  and^  as  I  may  fay, 

organic 
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pr^anii^  parts  of  thk  body,  and  thefe  are  more  tmU 
nently  ufcful  to  the  whole.  Therefore  the  Apoftle, 
having  enlarged  himfelf  into  a  general  precept,  adds 
a  W0r4  in  fpecial  to;  thefe  fpecial  parts,  the  preachers 
of  the  word,  and  (which  here  I  conceive  is  meant  by 
deacons  or  miniflers)  the  other  afiiftant  officers  of  the 
church  df  God. 

Thefe  are  co-ordained  by  Jefus  Chrift,  as.  Lord  of 
his  own  houfe,  to  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  it.  He 
dts  and  fan<flifies  for  this  great  work  all  who  are  call- 
ed unto  it  by  himfelf,  and  they  are  direfted  for  the 
acquitting  of  their  great  work  :  (i.)  By  a  clear  rule 
c£tht  due  manner.  (2.)  By  a  view  of  the  .main  end 
of  its  appointment. 

Particular  rules  for  the  preaching  of  the  word  maj 
be  many,  but  this  is  a  moft  comprehenfive  one  which 
the  Apoftle  gives ;  If  any  fpeak,  let  bim  f peak  as  of 
the  oracle  i^  God.  It  is  clear  from  the  rule  what 
fpeaking  is  regulated,  and  for  brevity  once  exprefled. 
If  any  fpeak  the  oracles  of  God,  let  him  fpeak  them 
like:  themfelves,  as  the  oracles  of  God. 

It  is  a  chief  thing  in  all  feriops  adions  to  take  the 

nature  of  them  aright,  for  this  chiefly  regulates  them, 

and  direds  in  their  performance.     And  this  efpecially 

fliould  be  regarded  in  thofe  things,  that  are  of  higheft 

F    worth  and  greateft  weight,  in  fpiritual  employments, 

wherein  it  is  mod  dangerous,  and  yet   wi-th  us  moft 

L .  ordinary,  to  miftake  and  mifcarry.    Were  prayer  con- 

fidered  as  prefence  and  fpeech   with  the  great  God, 

•    the  King  of  glory,  Oh  !  how  would  this  mould  the 

I     mind  I   What  a  watchful;  holy,  and  humble  deport- 

y    ment' would  it  teach  !    So  that  truly  all  diredions  for 

I     prayer  might  be  fummed  up  after  this  fame  model  in 

I     this  one,  if  any  man  pray,  let  him  fpeak  as  fpeaking 

I     nvitb  God ;  juft  as  here  for  preaching,  if  an^  man 

L    fpeak  in  that  way,  let  him  do  it  ^^  fpeaking  from  God,, 

that  is,  as  the  oracles  of  God.     Under  this,  all  the  due 

qualifications  of  this   holy  work  are  comprifed:   I 

4)all  name  but  tbefe  three  which  are  prime,  and  o- 

thcrs 
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thers  may  be  eafily  reduced  to  ttefe  :   i.  Faifbfulfy. 
%.Hotily.     z.  Wifely. 

In  the  firft.  Fidelity,  it  is  fuppofed  that  a  man  have 
competent  inlight  and.  knowledge  i in  t^efe  diyine 
pracles,  that  firft  be  learo  before  he  teach.  Which 
many  of  us  do  not,  though  we  pafs  through  the 
fchools  and  claffes,  and  through  the  books  too,  where- 
in thefe  things  are  taught^  and  bring  with  U&.fome 
provifion^  fuch  as  may  be  had  there.  He  that  wbal^ 
faithfully  tfeach  of  God  muft  he  taught  of  God,  h^ 
6£0(fiJaxiocy  God-learned  \  and  this  will  help  to  all  the 
reft ;  this  will  efTedually  engage  him  to  be  faithful 
in  delivering  the  meiTage  as  he  receives  it,  notde*r 
trading  or  adding,  nor  altering;  and  a$  in  letting 
forth  that  in  general  truths,  fo  in  the  particular  fet- 
ting  them  home,  declaring  /a  bis  people  their  Jins,  and 
God's  judgments  following  fin,  efpecially  in  his  own 
people. 

.  (1.  A  minifter  (hoiild  fpeak  bolily  :  With  the  high- 
eft  efteem  and  reverence  of  the  great  Majefty  whofc 
meflage  he  carries,  apd  the  divinity  of  the  mefiage 
itfelf ;  thofe  deep  myfteriesthat  no  created  fpirits.arc 
able  to  fathom.  Oh  !  this  would  make  us  tremble  in 
the  difpenfing  of  thefe  oracles,  confidering  our  impu- 
rities, and  weaknefles,  and  unfpeakable  difproportion 
to  fo  high  a  taik.  He  had  reafon  that  faid,  '<  I  am 
^^  feized  with  amazement  and  horror  as  often  as  I 
^^  begin  to  fpeak  of  God/*  And  with  this  humble 
reverence  is  to  be  joined  ardent  love  to  our  Lord,  to 
his  truth,  to  his  glory,  and  his  peoples  fouls«  Thefe 
holy  afiedlions  ftand  oppofite  to  our  blind  boldnefs  in 
rufhing.on  this  fublime  exercife,  as  a  common  work : 
Our  dead  coldnefs  in  fpeaking  things  which  our 
hearts  are  nor  warmed  with  ;  and  fo  no  wonder 
though  what  we  fay  feldom  reaches  further  than  the 
ear,  or,  at  furtheft,  than  the  underftanding  and  me- 
mory, of  our  hearers.  There  is  a  correfpondence  ;  it 
is  the  heart  fpeaks  to  the  heart,  and  the  underftand- 
ing and  memory  the  fame ;  and  the  tongue  fpeaks 

but 
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butt(xtlie^^<  Blrthec^  this  lidy 'temper  ihuts:  out 
jiU  pvivate  {||iEopr;ili  deltvfiriog  divine  trutlis. :  It  is 
high  profaning  of  his  name  and  holy  things,  to  make 
vijbeimfpeak  wc  private!  pleas;  and  qtjarreh  y  yea,  to  re- 
preve  fin  after  this  tnaiiner  is.  iatheinous  fin  ;  to  fly 
ai^tintp  invediye^,  thatithough  not  exprefTed  fo,  yet 
jsasfi  aimed  as  l^lows  of  felf-revenge.  for  injuries  done  to 
us,  or  £incied.hy  us.  :  This  is  to  .wind  and  draw  the 
Jholy;  word  of  God  to  fcrve  our  unholy  difteropet^ 
aod  make  it  fpeak  not  His  meaning,  but  our  oivn» 
•Sur^Ltbis  is  not;  tO'  fpeak  m  Jbe  oracles  of.:God^  but 
bafely  to  abufe  the  word,:  as  impoftors  in  religion  of 
old  did  their  images ;  fpeaking  behind  them  and 
through  them  what  might  make  for  their  advantage. 
It  i$  indeed  very  true,  that  the  word  is  to  b^  parti- 
cularly applied,  tOt  reprove  moft  the  particiilar  fins 
which .mqft  abouiid amongft  a  people  ;  but  this  is  to 
be  done,  not  iq  aoger,  but  in  love.  Which  leads  to 
add, 

.3.  That.  the.  word  is  tq  be  fpokqn  laifely.  By  this 
I  mean,  in  the  way  of  delivering  it,  that  it  be.doite 
•gravely  and  decently  ;  that  light  expreifions,  and  a£- 
.fed:ed  flourifhes,  and  unfejemly  gieftures,  be, avoided  j 
and  that  there  be  a  fweet  contemperature  of  authori- 
ty and  mildiTefs :  But  who  is  fujffkientfor  tbefc  things  ? 
%  Cor.  ii.  16.  ^         . 

Mow,  you  that  hear  would  certainly  meet  and  fuit 
in  this  too.  If  any  heajr,  let  him  hear  as  the  oracles 
of  God  ;  Not  as  a  well  tuned  found,  to  help  you  to 
fleep  an  hour :  Not  as  a  human  fpeech  or  oration, 
to  difpleafe  or  pleafe  you  an  hour,  according  to  the 
fuiting  of  its  (train  and  your  palate  :  Not  as  a  fchool 
lefibn,  to  add  fomewhat  to  your  ftock  of  knowledge  ; 
to  tell  you  fomewhat  you  knew  not  before,  or  as  a 
feaft  of  new  notions.  Thus  the  moft  relifti  a  preach- 
er, while  they  try  his  gift,  and  it  is  new  with  them, 
whereas  a  little  time  difgufts  them.  But  hear  as  the 
oracles  of  Ood^  the  difcovery  of  fin,  and  death  I>ing 
on  us,  andifhe  difcovery  of  a  Saviour,  that  takes  thefe 

off: 
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off:  The  fweet  word  of  irecoocilution^  God  wooing 
man ;  the  Great  KiDg^^otfeating  fbr  peace  whh  a  com- 
pany of  rebels ;  not  that  they  are  too  ftr ong  for  him : 
Oh  !  no,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  could  utterly  deftmy 
in  one  moment.  Thefe  are  the  things  brought  yoo 
in' this  word ;  therefore  come  to  Jt  with  fuitable  re- 
orerence,  with  ardent  defirei,  and  hearts  open  to  tt^ 
ceive  it  wish  meekneft,  as  the  ingrafted  w&rd  thai  is 
able  to  fitue  your  fouls^  Ja.  i;  21.  It  were  weU^ort^ 
one  day's  pains  of  /peaking  and  hearing*,  that  we 
could  learn  fomewhat,  at  leaft  hpwto  fpcak  and  hear 
henceforward;  to  fpeak  and  \^ztas  4he^  ^ra^les of 
God. 

In  the  other,  of  mnijhi^  ae  of  the  ability  that  G^ 
givetb,  we  mayobferve:  i.  Ability,  and  that  re- 
ceived from  God ;  for  other  tteere  is  none  fot  my 
good  work,  and  leaft  of  all  for  the  peculiar  miniftra- 
tion  of  his  fpiritual  affairs  in  his  houfe.  2.  The 
ufing  of  this  ability  received  from  him  for  them. 

And  this,  truly,  isc^  chief  thing  for  minifters,  and 
for  each  Chriftian,  (till  to  depeod  on  the  influence 
and  itrength  of  God;  to  do  all  his  works  in  thgt 
ftrength  ;  the  humbi^ft  Chriftiant  how  weak  ibever, 
is  the  ftrongeft.  There  is  a  natural  wretched  inde- 
pendency in  us,  that  we  would  be  the  authors  of  our 
own  works,  and  do  all  without  Him,  without  whoai 
~  indeed  we  can  do  nothing.  Let  us  learn  to  go  more 
out  of  ourfelyes,  and  we  (hall  find  more  ftrength  for 
our  duties,  and  againft  our  temptations.  Faith's 
great  work  is,  to  renounce  felf- power,  and  to  bring 
in  the  power  of  God  to  be  ours.  Happy  they  that 
are  weakeft  in  themfelves,  moft  fenfibly  fo.  That 
word  of  the  Apoftle  is  theirs ;  they  know  what  it 
means,  though  a  riddle  to  the  world;  fVben  lam 
-^iveakj  then  am  IJirong,  2  Cor.  xii.  lo*     Now, 

2.  The  end  of  all  this  appointment  is,  tbaf  in  all 
God  maybe  glorified  tbrovgb  Jefus  Cbrifll  All  meet 
in  this,  if  they  move  in  their  ftraight  line,  here  they 
^ncentre :  Not  only  thefe  two  forts  fpccificd  in  this 

verfe, 
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TerfiPy  but  all  forts  of  p^rfons  that  life  aright  any  gift 
of  God,  as  they  are  generally  cooiprebended  in  the 
foroier  verfe  ;  for  this  ebd  relates  to  all,  as  it  is  ex* 
prelTed  uniyer{allyi  That  in  aiJ,  in  all  perfons,  add  all 
things  i  the  word  bears  both,  and  the  thing  itfelf  eic* 
teodstoboth. 

Here  we  have,  like  that  of  the  heavens,  a  circular 
motion  of  all  fanditieid  good ;  it  comes  forth  frina 
God,  through  Chrift,  unto  Chriftians ;  and,  moyifig 
in  them  to  the  mutual  good  of  each  other,  returns 
through  Chrift  unto  God  again,  and  takes  them  aloog 
tvith  it»  in  whom  it  was  and  had  its  motion. 

All  perfons  and  things  ihall  pay  this  tribute,  even 
they  that  moft  wickedly  feek  to  withhold  it;  bnl: 
this  is  the  happ^nefs  of  the  faints,  that  they  move 
willingly  thus,  ,are  fwectly  drawn,  not  forced  or 
driven*  They  are  gained  to  fcek  and  defire  this,  to 
fet  in  with  God  in  the  intention  of  the  fame  end ;  to 
have  the  fame  purpofe  with  him,  bis  glory  in  all,  and 
to  profecute  his  end  by  his  dire<^ion,  the  me^ns  and 
ways  he  appoints  them. 

This  is  his  due,  as  God;  wd  the  declining  from 
this^  fquinting  from  this  view  to  felf-ends,  efpecidUy 
in  God's  own  peculiar  work,  is  high  treaiibn  ;  yet  the 
bafe  heart  of  man  leads  naturally  this  waj",  to  intend 
himfelf  in.all,  to  raif/s  his-  oivn  efteeim  or  advantage 
in  fome  way,  , 

And  in  this  the  hfsart  is;  ib  fubtle^  that  it  will  de- 
ceive the  moftdifcerniog,  if  they  be  not  con(iant  i(i 
fuCpediag  and  watching  i{*  This  is  the  great  taik 
to  overcome  in  this  point*  To  have  felf  binder  >Oi^r 
Ibet,  iand  God.  only  ia  (mx  eye  and  purpofe  m  ^U. 

It  is  moil  reafonable,  his  due  as  God^  theAu^htOT 
of  aU>  Boit:oft^}(.^iR.U  ftfptrv^^i^nt  good,  but  ewn  of 
being  itfelf  ieeiqg  all  is  fnom  hinii,  that  all  b&  fiir 
^iOji,7&om.  xi»  fili.  $fir  (/  bmi  ^^  through  bim^  0mt 
Ubi^if  we  uU,tbingt:,to  ufi^m  ke  gior^fyf^mer. 
lAa^n.    ^  .  ..  '  ^    .    "  /'?'•..  ■•(» 
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As  it  is  moft  jttft,  fo  it  iis  alfo  mod  fiveet,  to  aim  all 
at  this,  that  God  be  glorified:  It  is  the  alone  worthy 
and  happy  defign,  that  fills  the  heart  with  heaven- 
linefs,  and  with  a  heavenly  calmnefs ;  fets  it  above 
the  clouds  and  ftorms  of  thofe  paffions  that  difquiet 
low  felf-feeking  minds.  He  is  a  miferable  unfettled 
wretch,  that  cleaves  to  himfelf  and  forgets  God  ;  is 
perplexed  about  his  credit,  and  gain,  and  bafe  ends, 
which  are  oftfen  broke  ;  and  vi^hich,  when  he  attains, 
yet  they  and  he  mull  Ihortly  perifh  together.  *  When 
his  cftate,  or  defigns,  or  any  comforts  fail,  how  can 
he  look  to  Him  whom  he  looked  fo  little  at  betbre? 
May  not  the  Lord  fay.  Go  to  the  gods  whom  tbou  baji 
fervedf  and  let  tbetn  deliver  and  comfort  tbee?  Seek 
comfort  from  thy felf,  as  thou  didft  all  for  thyfelf. 
^Wbat  an  appalement  will  this  be  ?  But  he  that  hath 
refigned  himfelf,  and  is  all  for  God,  may  fay  confi- 
dently, that  tbe  Lord  is  his  portion.  This;  is  the 
Chriftian's  aim,  to  have  nothing  in  himfelf,  nor  in 
any  thing,  but  in  this  tenure  ;  all  for  the  glory  of 
my  God,  my  eftate,  family,  abilities,  my  whole  felf, 
all  I  have  and  am.  And  as  the  love  of  God  grows 
in  the  heart,  thisrpurpofe  grows ;  the  higher  the  flame 
rifes,  the  purer  it  is  ;  the  eye  is  d^ily  more  upon  it; 
it  is  oftener  in  the  mind  in  all  anions  than  before. 
In  common  things,  the  very  works  of  our  callings, 
our  very  refrefhments,  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  fleep, 
are  all  for  this  end ;  and  with  a  particular  aim  at  it 
as  much  as  may  be ;  even  the  thought  of  it  often  re- 
newed throughout  the  day,  and,  at  times,  generally 
applied  to  all  our  ways  and  employments.  It  is  that 
elixir  that  turns  thy  ordinary  works  into  gold,  into 
facrifices,  by  touch  of  it.  ^' 

Tbrougb  Jejus  Cbrijl.}  The  Chriftian  in  covenant 
with  God,  receives  all  this  way,  uiid  returns  all  this 
way  ;  and  Cbrift  poflefles,  and  hath  equal  right  with 
the  Father  to  this  glory,  as  he  is  equally  the  fpring 
of  it  with  him  as  God.  But  it  is  co>ns6yed  through 
^im  as  Mediator^  that  obtains  all  th(^  g^ ^^^  we  re- 
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ceive  ;  and  all  the  glory  we  return,  and  all  our  praife^ 
as  our  fpiritual  facrifice,  is  put  into  his  hand,  as  our 
High-Prieft,-  to  offer  up  for  us,  that  they  may  be  ac* 
cepted. 

Now  the  holy  ardour  of  the  Apoftle's  affedlions, 
taken  with  the  mention  of  this  glory  of  God,  carries 
him  to  a  doxology^  as  we  term  it,  a  rendering  of  glory  . 
in  the  middje  of  his  difcourfe.  Thus  often  we  find 
in  St' Paul  likewife.  Poor  and  ftiort-lived  is  the 
glory  and  grandeur  of  men;  like  themfelves,  it  is  a 
ihadow,  and  nothing ;  but  this  is  folid  and  lading,  it 
is  fupreme,  and  abidcth  for  ever.  And  the  Apoftles^ 
full  of  divine  affedions,  and  admiring  nothing  but 
God,  do  delight  in  this,  and  cannot  refrain  from  this 
at  any  time  in  their  difcourfe ;  it  is  always  fweet  and 
feafonable,  and  they  find  it  fo.  And  thus  are  fpiritual 
minds  ;  a  word  of  this  nature  falls  on  them  as  a  fpark 
on  fome  matter  that  readily  takes  fire  ;  they,  are- 
ilraight  inflamed  with  it.  But  alas  !  to  us  how  much 
is  it  otherwife  !  The  mention  of  the  praifes  and  glory  - 
of  our  God,  is  to  our  hearts  as  a  fpark  falling  either 
into  a  puddle  of  water,  and  foul  water  too,  or  at  leaft 
as  upon  green  timrber,  that  much  fire  will  not  kindle: 
So  much  moifturfe  of  pur  humours  and  corruptions^ 
that  all  dies  out  with  us,  and  we  r^smain  cold  and 
dead. 

But  were  not^  this  a  high  and  blefled  condition,  to 
be  in  all  eftates  in  fome  willing  readinefs  to  bear  a 
part  in  this  fong,  to  acknowledge  the  greatnefs  and  , 
goodnefs  of* our  God,  and  to  wifti  him  glory  in  all? 
What  are* the  angels  doing?  This  is  their  bufinefs 
without  end.  And  feeing  we  hope  to  partake  with 
them,  we  ftiould  even  here,  though  in  a  lower  key, 
and  not  fo  tunably  neither,  yet  as  we  ipay,  begin  it : 
And  upon  all  occafions,  our  hearts  fhould  be  often 
following  in  this  fweet  note,  or  offering  at  it,  To  him 
be  ji^lory  and  dominion  for  ever. 

Vol.  IL  ^  Ff  Vcr. 
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Ver,  12.  Beloved f  think  it  not  Jlrange  concerning  the 
fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you^  as  though  fome  Jlrange 
thing  happened  unto  you : 

13.  But  rejoice^  in  as  much  as  you  are  partakers  of 
Chrj/l^s  fufferings  ;  that  when  bis  glory  Jhall  he  r ^- 
vealed^  ye  may  be  glad  alfo^  with  exceeding  joy  ^ 

THIS  fighting  life  !  furely  when  we  confider  it 
aright,  we  need  not  be  difiuaded  fronl  loving 
it,  but  have  rather  need  to  be  ftrengthened  with  pa- 
tience  to  go  through,  and  to  fight  on  with  courage 
and  afluraftce  of  vidlory  ;  ftill  combating  in  a  higher 
ftrength  thaaqur  own,  againft  fin  within,  and  troubles 
without.  This  is  the  great  fcope  of  this  epifl:le,  and 
the  Apoftle  often  interchanges  his  advices  and  com- 
forts in  reference  to  thefe  two.  Againjl  fin  he  in- 
ftrudts  us  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  and  here 
again,  againfi  fiiffering^  and  both  in  a  like  way  ;  and 
urges  uS  to.  be  armed,  armed  with  the  fiime  mind  that 
was  in  Chrift.  After  ;he  fame  manner,  in  the  mor- 
tifying of  fin,  we  fiiffer  with  him^  as  there  he  teaches, 
verfe  i.  c^f  this  chapter ;  and  in  the  encountering  of 
afflidlion  we  fisffer  with  bim^  as  here  we  have  it ;  and 
fo  the  fame  mind  in  the  fanie  fufferings,  will  bring  us 
to  the  fame  iflue.  Beloved,  think  it  notfirange  concern^ 
ing  the,  fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you^  ISc.  But  re^ 
joice,  in  as  much  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Chrifi^s  fiiffer- 
ings  ;  that  when  his  glory  Jhall  be  revealed,  ye  likewije 
may  be  glad  with  exceeding  joy. 

The  words  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  contain 
grounds  of  encouragement  and  confblatibn  for  the 
children  of  God  in  fufferings,  efpecially  in  fuffering 
for  God. 

Thefe  two.  verfes  have  thefe  two  things,  (t.)  The 
clofe  conjundion  of  fufferings  with  the  eftate  of  a 
Chriftian.  2.  The  due  compofure  of  a  Chrifiian  to- 
ward fuffering. 

I.  The  connection  of  fufferings  with  the  eftate  of 
a  Chriftian  j  it  is  no  neW|  and  therefore  no  ftrange 

thing, 
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thing,  that  fafFerings,  hot  fufTerings,  fiery  ones,  be 
the  companions  of  religion ;  befides  the  common  mi- 
feries  of  human  life,  there  is  an  acceilion  of  troubles 
and  hatreds  for  that  holinefs  of  life  ta  which  the 
children  of  God  are  called. 

It  was  the  lot  of  the  Chyrch  from  her  wicked 
neighbours,  and  in  the  Church,  the  lot  of  the  mod 
holy  and  peculiar  fervants  of  God  from*  the  profane 
multitude.  Wo  is  me  my  mother^  (lays  Jeremiah), 
tbou  baji  b$rn  me  a  man  of  contentions^  Jer.  xv.  IQ. 
And  of  all  the  Prophets,  fays  not  our  Saviour,  hand- 
ling this  fame  argument  in  his  fermon.  So  perfecuted 
they  the  Prophets  that  were  before  yoUy  Matth.  v.  12.  ? 
And  after  tells  them  what  they  might  look  for,  Be- 
bold,  fays  he,  I  fend  you  forth  as  Jbeep  in  the  midfl  of 
wolves,  Matth.  x.  16.  And,  in  general,  there  is  no 
'  following  of  Chrift,  but  with  his  badge  and  burden. 
Something  is  to  be  left,  we  ourfelves  are  to  be  left ; 
wbofoever  will  be  n^  difciple,  let  him  deny  himfelf; 
and  fomewhat  to  take  ;  take  up  my  crofs  and  follow 
me,  Matth.  xvi.  24.  And  doth  not  the  Apoftle  give 
his  fcholars  this  univerfal  leffon,  as  an  infallible  truth, 
all  that  will  Ivoe  godly  in  Chrifi  Jefas  Jball  fuffer  per^ 
fecution  ?  Look  in  the  clofe  of  that  roll  of  believers 
conquering  in  fuffermg,  what  a  clutter  of  fufFerings 
and  torture  you  have,  Heb.  xi.  36,  37,  &c.  Thus  in 
the  primitive  times,  the  trial  and  fiery  trial,  even  li- 
terally fo,  contioucd  long ;  thefe  wicked  emperors 
hated  the  very  innocency  of  Chriftians  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, though  they  knew  their  blamclefs  carriage,  yet, 
when  any  evil  came,  would  pick  this  quarrel  and  ftill 
cry,  Cbriflianos  ad  leones* 

Now  this,  if  we  look  to  inferior  caufes,  is  not 
firange,  the  malignant;  ungodly  woxld  hating  holi- 
nefs, hating  the  light,  yea,  the  very  ftiadow  of  it ;  and 
the  more  the  children  of  God  walk  like  their  Father, 
and  their  home,  the  more. unlike  muft  they,  of  necef^ 
fity,  become  to  the  world  about  them ;  and,  there- 

fore^ 
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fore,  become  the  very  mark  of  all  their  enmities  and 
malice. 

And  thas  indeed  the  godly,  though  the  font  of 
peace^  are  the  improper  caufes,  the  occafion  of  much 
noife  and  difturbance  in  the^world,  as  their  Lord,  the 
Prince  of  Peace ^  avoW3  it  openly  of  himfelf  in  that 
fenfe,  /  came  not  to  fend  peace^  but  a  fword^  to  jit  a 
man.  at  variance  with  bis  father ^  and  the  daughter 
againjl  the  mother^  \Sc.  Matth.  x.  34.  If  a  fon  in  a 
&mily  begin  to  inquire  after  God,  and  withdraw 
from  their  profane  or  dead  way,  Oh  !  what  a  clamour 
rifcs  prefently.  Oh  J  my  fon,  or  daughter,  or  wife,  is 
become  a  plain  fool,  &c.  And  then  is  all  done  that 
may  be,  to  quell  and  vex  them,  and  make  their  life 
grievous  to  them. 

The  exad  holy  walking  of  a  Chriftian  really  con- 
demns the  world  about  him  ;  ftiews  the  diforder  and 
foulnefs  of  their  profane  ways ;  and  the  life  of  reli- 
gion fet  by  the  fide  of  dead  formality,  difcovers  it  to 
be  a  carcafe  and  lifelefs  appearance ;  and,  for  thi$, 
neither  grofsly  wicked,  civil,  nor  formal  perfons,  can 
well  digeft  it^  There  is  in  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  a 
convincing  light,  that  fhiews  the  deformity  of  the 
works  of  darknefs,  and  a  piercing  heat,  that  fcorches 
the  ungodly,  which  ftirs  .and  troubles  their  confci- 
cnces  :  This  they  cannot  endure,  and  hence  rifes  in 
them  a  contrary  fire  of  wicked  hatred  ;  and  hence 
the  trials,  the  fiery  trials  of  the  godly.  If  they  could 
get  thofe  precife  perfons  removed  out  of  their  way, 
think  they,  then  they  might  have  more  room,  and 
live  at  more  liberty,,  as  it  is.  Rev.  xi.  lo*  a  caroujing 
[x«ft«>.]*  What  a  dance  there  was  about  th^  dead 
bodies  of  the  two  witncfles ;  the  people  and  nations 
rejoiced  and  madf  merry ^  and  feat  gifts  one  to  another ^ 
becaufe  thefe  two  Prophets  .tormented  them  that  dwelt 
on  the  earth.  And  from  the  fame  hearth,  I  mean  the 
fame  wickednels  of  heart  in  the  world,  are  the  fires 
of  perfecution  kindled  againft  the  faints  in  the  world; 
RQ^  (h^  bonefires  of  joy  when  they  are  rid  of  them. 

Aod 
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And  as  this  is  an  infernal  fire  of  enmity  againft 
God,  it  is  blown  by  that  fpirit  trhofe  element  it  is, 
Satan  ftirs  up  and  blows  the  coal,  and  raifes  the  ba-^ 
tred  of  the  ungodly  againft  Chriftians. 

But  while  hfe,  and  they  in  whom  he  powerfully 
"works,  are  thus  working  for  their  vile  ends  in  the 
perfecutions  of  the  faints.  He  that  fovereignly  orders 
all,  is  working  in  the  fame,  his  wife  and  gracious^ 
ends ;  and  attains  them,  and  makes  the  malice  of  his 
enemies  f%  rye  his  ends,  and  undo  their  own.  Itis- 
true,  that  by  the  heat  of  perfecution,  many  are  feared 
from  embracing  religion  ;  fuch  as  love  themfelves  and 
their  prefent  eafe,  and  others  that  feemed  to  have 
embraced  it,  are  driven  to  let  it  go  and  fall  from  it ;  . 
but  yet,  when  all  is  well  computed,  it  is  ftill  upon  the 
gaining  hand.  Thofe  that  rejed  it,  or  revolt  from 
it,  are  fuch  as  have  no  true  knowledge  of  it,  nor  (hare 
in  it,  nor  in  that  happinefs  in  which  it  ends ;  but 
they  that  are  indeed  united  to  Jefus  Chrift,  do  cleavie 
the  clofer  to  him,  and  feek  to  have  their  hearts  more 
faftehed  to  him,  becaufe  of  thefe  trials,  that  they  are, 
;Or  likely  may  be,  put  to.  And  in  their  viftorious  pa- 
tience appears  the  invincible  power  of  religion  where 
it  hath  once  gained  the  heart,  that  it  cannot  be 
beaten,  nor  burnt  out ;  itfelf  is  a  fire  more  mighty 
than  all  the  fires  kindled  againft  it.  The  love  of 
Chrift  conquers  and  triumphs  in  the  hardeft  fufFer^ 
ings  of  life,  and  in  death  itfelf. 

And  this  hath  been  the  means  of  kindling  it  in 
other  hearts  which  were  ftrangers  to  it,  when  they 
beheld  the  vidtorious  patience  of  the  faints,  who  con- 
quered dying,  as  their  Head  did  ;  who  wearied  (heir 
tormentors,-  and  triumphed  over  their  cruelty  by^ 
conftancy  far  above  it. 

Thus,  thefe  fiery  trials  make  the  luftre  of  faith 
appear  moft,  as  gold  (hines  brighteft  in  the  furnace  ; 
and  if  any  drofs  be  mixed  with  it,  it  is  refined  and 
purged  from  it  by  thefe  trials,  and  fo  it  remains  by 
the  fire  purer  than  befpre.    And  both  thefe  are  in 
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the  refetnblance  here  intended ;  that  the  fire  of  fuf- 
ferings  is  the  advantage  of  believers,  both  trying  the 
excellency  of  faith,  giving  evidence  of  it,  what  it  is, 
and  alfo  purifying  it  from  earth  and  droily  mixtures, 
and  making  it  more  excellently  what  it  is  ;  raifing  it 
to  a  higher  pitch  of  refinednefs  and  worth.  In  thefe 
fires,  as  faith  is  tried,  the  word  on  which  faith  relies 
is  tried,  and  is  found  allgold^  moft  precious,,  no  refufe 
in  it.  The  truth  and  fweetnefs  of  the  promifes  are 
much  confirmed  in  the  Chriftian's  heart,  tupon  bis 
experiment  of  tbem  in  his  fufFerings;  his  God  is 
found  to  be  as  good  as  his  word,  being  with  bim  when 
be  goes  through  the  fire^  Ifa,  xliii.  2. ;  preferving  him, 
that  he  lofeth  nothing  except  drofs,  which  is  a  gain- 
ful lofs,  leaving  only  of  his  corruption  behind  him. 

Oh  !  how  much  worth  is  it,  and  how  doth  it  en- 
dear the  heart  to  God*,  to  have  found  him  fenfibly 
prefent  in  the  times  of  trouble,  to  have  found  bim 
refrefhing  the  foul  with  dews  of  fpiritual  comfort,  in 
the  midft  of  the  flames  of  fiery  trial ! 

One  fpedal  advantage  of  thefe  fires,  is  the  purging 
of  a  Chriftian's  heart  from  the  love  of  the  world  and 
of  prefent  things  ;  it  is  true,  the  world  at  beft  is  bafe 
and  defpicable,  in  refpedt  of  the  high  eft  ate  and 
hopes  of  a  believer,' yet  ftill  there  is  fomewhat  with- 
in him,  which  would  bend  him  downwards,  and 
draw  him  to  too  much  complacency  in  outward 
things,  if  they  were  much  to  his  mind  :  Too  kind 
ufage  might  fometirpes  make  him  forget  himfelf,  and 
think  himfelf  at  home,  at  leaft  fo  much,  as  not  to  en- 
tertain thefe  longings  after  home,  and  that  ardent 
progrefs  homewards  that  become  him  :  It  is  good  for 
us  certainly  to  find  hardfhip,  enmities  and  contempts 
here,  and  to  find  them  frequent,  that  we  may  not 
think  them  ftrange,  but  ourfelves  ftrangers,  and 
think  it  were  ftrange  for  us  to  be  otherwife  enter- 
tained. This  keeps  the  affedions  more  clear  and 
di&ngaged,  fets  them  upward.  ,  Thus  the  Lord 
makes  the  world  difpleafing  to  his  own,  that  they 

may 
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may  turn  in  to  him,  and  feek  all  their  confolations  in 
himfelf :  Oh  !  unfpeakable  advantage. 

a.  The  compofure  of  a  Cbri^ian  in  reference  tofuf^ 
,ferings^  is  prefcribed  in  thefe  two  following,  refohing 
and  rejoicing  ;  i.  Refolying  to  endure  them,  reckon- 
ing that  he  fhall  meet  with  them,  think  it  notjirange^ 
P»  {m^f«*f ;  2.  Rejoicing  in  thiem,  x^V^^  *^  «?'^^»  ^^ 
as  much,  &c. 

Be  not  Jlrangers  in  iV.]  Which  yet  naturally  we 
would  be  ;  We  are  willing  to  hear  of  peace  and  eafe, 
and  would  gladly  believe  what  we  extremely  deiire. 
It  is  a  thing  of  prime  concern  to  take  at  firft  a  right 
notion  of  Chriftianity,  which  many  do  not,  and  fo 
either  fall  off  quickly,  or  walk  on  flowly  and  heavily  ; 
do  not  reckon  right  the  coft,  take  not  into  the  ac- 
count the  duties  of  doing  and  fuffering ;  but  think 
to  perform  fome  duties,  if  they  may  with  eafe,  and 
have  no  other  forefight ;  they  do  not  confider  that 
felf-denial,  that  fighting  againft  a  man's  felf,  and 
vehemently  with  the  wprld,  thefe  trials,  fiery  trials, 
which  a  Chriftian  muft  encounter  with.  As  they 
obferve  of  other  points.  Popery  in  this,  is  very  com- 
pliant with  nature,  which  is  a  very  bad  fign  in  re- 
ligion  ;  we  would  be  content  it  were  true  that  the 
true  Church  of  Chrlft  had  rather  profperity  and 
pomp  for  her  badge  than  the  Crpfs,  much  eafe  and 
riches,  and  few  or  no  croffes,  except  they  were  pain- 
ted and  gilded  croffes,  fuch  as  that  church  hath  cho« 
fen,  in  (lead  of  real  ones. 

Mod  men  -vould  give  religion  a  fair  countenance, 
if  it  gave  them  fair  weather  ;  and  they  that  do  in- 
deed acknowledge  Chrift  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  as  St 
Peter  did,  Matth,  xvi.  22,  23.  yet  are  naturally  as 
unwilling  as  he  was  to  hear. the  hard  news  of  fuf- 
fering; and  if  their  advice  might  have  place,  would 
readily  be  of  his  mind.  Be  it  far  from  thee  ^  Lord.  His 
good  confeilion  was  not,  but  this  kind  advice  was, 
from  fiejh  and  biood^  and  from  an  eril  fpirit,  as  the 
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Iharp  anfwer  tells.  Get  tbee  behind  me^  Satan,  thou  art 
an  offence  unto  me. 

You  know  what  kind  of  Meffiah  the  Jews  gene- 
rally dreamed  of,  and  therefore  took  offence  at  the 
meannefs  and  fufferings  of  Chrift,  expeAing  an  earth- 
ly king,  and  an  outward  flourifhing  ftate ;  and  the 
difciples  themfelves,  after  they  had  been  long  with 
hiin,  were  ftill  in  that  fame  dream,  when  they  were 
contefting  about  imaginary  places ;  yea,  they  were 
fcarce  well  out  of  it,  even  after  his  fuffering  and 
death  ;  all  the  noife  and  trouble  of  that  had  not  well 
awaked  them,  Luke  xxiv.  21.  JVe  tfii/ied  it  bad  been 
He  which  Jbould  have  rejlored  IfraeL 

And,  after  all  that  we  have  read  and  heard  of  an- 
cient times,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  his  fuffer- 
ings in  the  flefh,  and  of  his  Apoftles  and  his  faints, 
from  one  age  to  another,  yet  ftill  we  have  our  incli- 
nations to  this,  of  driving  troubles  far  off  from  our 
thoughts,  till  they  come  upon  our  backs,  and  fancy 
nothing  but  reft  and  eafe,  till  we  be  fhaken  rudely 
out  of  it. 

How  have  we  of  late  flattered  ourfelves,  many  of 
us  one  year  after  another,  upon  flight  appearances ! 
Oh  !  now  it  will  be  peace;  and,  behold,  ftill  trouble 
hath  tncreafed,  and  thefe  thoughts  have  proved  the 
lying  vijions  of  our  own  hearts,  while  the  Lord  bath 
not  Jpoken  it,  £zek.  xiii.  7.  And  thus,  of  late,  have 
we  thought  it  at  hand,  and  taken  ways  of  our  own 
to  haften  it:  That,  I  fear,  will  prove  fools  hafte,  as  you 
fay. 

You  that  know  the  Lord,  feek  to  him  earneftly  -for 
the  averting  of  further  troubles  and  combuftions; 
which,  if  you  look  aright,  you  will  fee  do  threaten 
us  as  much  as  ever :  And  withal,  feek  hearts,  prepa- 
red and  fixed  for  days  of  trial, '^ry  trial  \  yea, 
though  wl^did  obtain  fome  breathing  of  our  outward 
peace,  yet  fhall  not  the  followers  of  Chrift  want  their 
trials  from  the  hatred  of  the  ungodly  world.  If  it 
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perftcutedme,  (fays  he),  it  wiU  alfo  perfecuie  you,  John 
XV,  20. 

Acquaint  therefore  your  thoughts  and  hearts  with 
fufferings,  that  when  they  come,  thou  and  they  not 
being  ilrangers,  may  agree  and  comply  the  better. 
Do  not  afflid  yourfelves  with  vain  fears  beforehand, 
of  troubles  to  come,  and  fo  make  uncertain  evils  a 
certain  vexation  by  anticipation ;  but  rather  fore«* 
think  the  hardeft  trial  you  may  probably  be  put  to, 
for  the  name  and  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  labour  for  a 
holy  ftability  of  mind,  for  encountering  it,  if  it 
ihould  conie  upon  you :  Things  certainly  fall  the 
lighter  on  t^s,  when  they  fall  firft  upon  our  thoughts* 
In  this  way,  indeed,  of  an  imagined  fuffering,  the 
conqueft  beforehand  may  be  but  imaginary,  and 
thou  mayeft  fail  in  the  trial :  Therefore  be  ftiU  hum- 
ble,  and  depend  on  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  and  feek 
to  be  previdufly  furniflied  with  much  diftruft  of  thy- 
felf,  and  much  truft  in  him,  with  much  denial  of 
thyfelf,  and  much  love  to  him ;  and  this  preparing 
and  training  of  {he  heart  may  prove  ufeful,  and 
make  it  more  dexterous,  when  brought  to  a  real  con- 
flia :  In  all^  both  beforehand,  and  in  time  of  the 
trial,  make  thy  Lord  Jefus  all  thy  ftrength ;  that  is 
our  only  way  in  all  to  be  conquerors,  to  be  more  than 
conquerors^  through  him  that  loved  us,  Rom.  viii.  37. 

Think  it  notjlrange^  for  it  is  not ;  fuit  your  thoughts 
to  the  experience  and  verdidl  of  all  times,  and  to  the 
warnings  that  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  our  Saviour  himfelf  hath  given  us  from  his  own 
mouth,  and  in  the  example  which  he  fliewed  in  his 
own  perfon.     But  the  point  goes  higher. 

Rejoice:  though  we  think  not  the  fufferings  ftrange, 
yet  may  we  not  well  think  that  rule  fomewhat 
ftrange,  to  rejoice  in  them  ?  No,  it  will  be  found  as 
reafoiiable  as  the  other,  being  duly  confidered  :  And 
it  refts  upon  the  fame  ground^  which  Is  well  able  to 
bear  both.  In  as  much  as  you  afe  partakers  of  the  fuf- 
ferings of  Chrijl. 

Vol.  II.  Gg  If 
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if  iht  cliiUreq  of  God  confider  n^  their  tdah  io 
their  natural  bitternefs,  but  in  the  fweet  love  from 
whence  they  fpring,  and  the  fweet  fruits  that  fpring 
from  titiem  ;  that  we  are  our  Lord's  gold,  and  be 
tries  us  in  the  furnace  to  purify  us^  (a$  in  tae  former 
.  vcrfc),  this  raay  beget  not  only  patieijce,  but  gladnefs 
even'  in  the  fufferings.  But  add  we  this,  and  truly 
it  completes  the  jrearpd  of  this  way  in  our  faddeft  fuf- 
ferings, that  iii  ihtm  we  are  partakers  of  ibe  fufferings 
§fCbrifi. 

So  tnen,  i.  Confider  this  twofold  cooneded  parti'^ 
cipation  of  the  fufferidgifi  of  Chrift>  and  of  the  after- 
glory..  ^.  The  prefent  joy  even  in  iufferings  fpring- 
ii3g  fronii  that  participation. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  that  this  coramunibn  in  fuf- 
ferings is  not  in  point  of  e^piation^  or  fattsfadion  to 
divinle  juftice,  which  was  the  pecujiar  end  of  the  fuf- 
ferings of  C\in^  perfonal,  not  of  the  common  fuffer- 
ings of  Chrijft  myjikal;  he  bare  our  fins  on  his' own  body 
on  the  iree,  i  fet.  ii.  24.  and  in  bearing  themji  took 
therii  away  ;  we  bear  his  fufferings^  a§  his  body 
united  to.  him  by  his  Spirit.  ThoT(?  fufferings  that 
•were  his  perlwal  burden,  we  partake  the  fweet  fruits 
.t)f-;  they  are  accounted  outs,  and  we  acquitted  by 
them  ;  but  the  ei^duranoe  of  them  was  hiii  high  and 
incfwiimuiiicabje  taflc,  \n  which  noifie  at  all  were  with 
faim  ;  Oiir  communion  ip  ihefe,  as  fully  completed  by 
himfelf  i^  hi^  natural  body^  is  the  ground  of  our 
comfort  afid  Joy  in  thefe  fufferings  that  »re  comple- 
ted in  hi$  myftical  body,  the  Church. 

This  13.  indeed  our  joy,  that  we  have  fo  light  a , 
burden,  fo  fweet  ad  exchaiagi?,  the  weight  of  (in  quite 
taken  oflf  our  back«,  and  aJl  bouivd  on  his  crofs  only, 
'and  OUT  cioSk^y  the  badges^of  our  conforcuity  to  him> 
laid  ifttlecd  on  our  ftxould^*,  t^ut  the  great  weight  of 
tfaem :  hktwijfe  held  up  by  (his  bfind,  that  ^hey  over- 
pr«f6  <u^ijii^.  Tbefe  fires  o^f  owi"|rial  niay  be  correc- 
tive^, xind  ptjj^ative  of  the  remaining,  povyer  of  fin, 
^nd  they  are  fo  intended  j  but  Jefus  Chnft  alwK,  in 
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the'  fiiflerings  of  bi&  own  crofi,  was  tiie  burnt-oSer* 
ing,  tbt  propitiation  for  uurjins. 

Now^  ai(tioiigh  h&  hath  pericdly  Bitisfied  far  us^ 
and  fstved  ua  by  his  fu&riQgs  ;  yet  this  eoaaformiftjr 
with  biin  in  the  way  of  fa&rfng,  is  moft  reafonubii^ 
As  our  holijsefs  doth  not  fiand  in  point  of  law,  Bor 
come  in  at  all  in  the  matter  of  juftifying  us,  yet  we 
are  called  and  appointed  to  bolinefe  irx  C\xn%  aa  af- 
iinaiiating  us  to  bira  oisr  glorious  Head  ;  and  we  do 
really  receive  it  from  him,  that  we  may  be  like  hira ; 
fo  thefe  our  fufferlngs  bear  a  very  congruous  Ukenefs 
with  hirtty  chough  not  as  aa*acceffian  ta  his  in  expi^ 
tioo,  yet  aa  a  part  of  bia  image ;  and  therefore  th^ 
ApoAie  fays,  even  in  this  refpeiS:,  that  we  are  pre^ 
defiinate  to  be  cor^orm^d  to  the  image  of  his  Son^ 
Rom.  riti.  29.  Is  it  lit  that  we  £houljd  not  follow. 
Where  our  Captain  led,  and  went  firft,  but  that  he 
jQiould  lead  through  ragged  thorny  ways,  and  we 
pafa  about  to  get  away  through  flowery  meadows  ? 
Aa  his  natunrL  body  fhared  with  bis  bead  in  his  fui^ 
ferings,  fa  ought  his  myffical  to  ihare  with  him,  as  its  . 
Head.  X^onflder  the  buSetings  and  fpktings  on  his 
face,  and  thorny  crown  on  his  head,  a  pierced  iide^ 
nailed  hands  and  feet ;  and  if  we  be  parts  of  him,  can 
we^thindc  that  a  body  finding  nothing  but  eafc,  and 
bathing  in  delights^  can  be-truly  united  to  a  Head  lb 
tormented  ?  I  remember  what  that  pious  Dttke  is  faid 
to  have  declared  at  Jecufailem,  when  they  o&red  to 
crown  him  king  ttoere,  •^  I  will  have  no  crown  of* 
**  gold  where  Chrift  Jefus  was  crowned  wich 
"  thorns*.'* 

This  is  the  way  we  m«ift  fallow,  or  elfe  refolve  to 
leave  him  ;  the  way  ©f  riic  crofs  ia  tibe  royal  way  td 
the  crown.  He  iaidit,  and  put  them  in  mii^d  of  it 
again,  that  they  might  take  the  deep  impre^n  of  it^ 
Remember  what  I  faid  unto  jnu^  the  firuant  is  mt 
greater  than  the  Lord:  ^  tbey  ka^e  perfeeuted  me^ 
tbey  will  alfo  perfecate you:  If  tbey  have  kept  tnyfay^ 

.        .  ingf 
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in^f  they  unU  keepjwrs  alfo,  John  xv.  20.  And  par^ 
ticularly  in  point  of  reproaches,  ff  (bey  called  ibe 
Mafter  Beelzebub^  bow  mucb  more  Jball  tbey  call  ibem 
of  bis  bou/boldf  Matth.x.  24.  A  hitter  feoff,  an  evil 
name,  reproaches  for  Chrift,  why  do  thefe  fret  thee? 
they  were  a  part  of  thy  Lord's  entertainment  while 
he  was  here,  thou  art  even  in  this  a  partaker  of  bis 
Sufferings ;  and,  in  this  way  is  he  bringing  thee  for- 
ward  to  the  partaking  of  his  glory :  That  is  the  other 
thing. 

Wben  bis  glory  Jball  be  revealed.  Now  he  is  hid, 
little  of  his  glory  is  feen  ;  it  was  hid  while  he  was 
on  earth,  and  now  it  is  hid  in  heaven,  where  he  \% 
and  for  his  body  here,  his  Church,  it  hath  no  pom- 
pous drefs,  nor  outward  fplendour ;  and  the  particur 
lar  parts  of  it,  the  faints,  are  poor  defpifed  creatures, 
the  very  refufe  of  men  in  outward  refpeds  and  com- 
mon efteem ;  fo  he  himfelf  is  not  feen,  and  his  fol- 
lowers, the  more  they  are  feen  and  looked  on  by  the 
world's  eye,  the  more  meanuefs  appears :  As  in  the 
days  of  his  humiliation,  fome  rays  were  breaking 
forth  through  the  veil  of  his  flefh,  and  cloud  of  bis 
low  defpicable  condition  ;  thus  is  it  with  his  follow- 
ers, fometimes  a  glance  of  his  image  ftrikes  the  very 
eye  of  the  world,  and  forces  fome  ackndwiedgment 
and  a  kind  of  reverence  in  the  ungodly  :  But  com- 
monly Chrift  and  his  followers  are  covered  with  all 
the  difgraces  and  ignominies  the  world  can  put  oir 
them.  But  there  is  a  day  wherein  he  will  appear, 
and  it  is  at  hand  ;  and  then  be  Jball  be  glorious  ^  even 
in  his  defpifed /li/j/j',  and  admired  in  tbem  tbat  believe, 
2  Tbeff.  i.  z.  how  much  more  in  the  matchlefs  bright- 
nefs  of  his  own  glorious  perfon.  • 
'In  the  mean  time,  he  is  hid,  and  they  are  hid  id 
him  ;  our  life  is  bid  witb  Cbrijl  in  God^  Colof.  iii.  3. 
The  world  fees  nothing  of  his  glofy  and  beauty,  and 
even  his  own  fee  not  much  here,  they  have  but  a 
little  glimmering  of  him,  and  their  own  happinefs  in  ' 
him;  know  little  of  their  own  high  condition,  and 
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What  they  are  born  to.  But  in  that  bright  day  he 
fliall  fliine  forth  in  his  royal  dignity,  and  every  eyejball 
fee  binif  Rev.  i.  7.  and  be  overcome  with  his  fplen- 
dour }  terrible  fhall  it  be  to  thofe  that  formerly  de- 
fpiled  him  and  his  faints  ;  but  to  them  thegladdeft 
•day  that  c^ver  arofe  upon  them,  a  day  that  (hall  never 
fet  or  be  benighted ;  the  day  they  fo  much  longed 
and  looked  ouc  for,  the  full  accompli(hment  of  all 
their  hopes  and  dellres.  Oh  !  how  dark  were  all  our 
days  without  the  hope  of  this  day  ! 

Then,  fays  the  Apoftle,  ye  Jball  rejoice  with  ex- 
ceeding ^eyf/  and:  to  the*  end  you  may  not  fall  Ihort  of 
that  joy  in  the  participation  of  glory,  fall  not  back 
from  a  cheerful  progrefs  in  the  communion  of  thefe 
fufiEeriqgls  that  are  fo  clofely  linked  with  it,,  and  will 
fo  furely  lead  unto  it,  and  end  in  it ;  for  in  this  the 
Apoftlc's  expreiiion,  this  glory  and  joy  is  fet  before 
them,  as  the  great  matter  of  their  deGires  and  hopes^ 
and  the  certain  end  of  their  prefent  ftifFerings. 

Now,  upoti  thefe  grounds  the  admonition  will  ap- 
pear reafonable,  ;and  not  too  great  a  demand,^  to  r^- 
joice  even  in  tbe  fufferings. 

It  is  true,  that  palTage  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Heb.  zii* 
1 1,  oppofes  prefent  iafflidtioh  to  joy;  But,  i.  H  you 
mark,  it  is  but  in. tbe  appearance  pr  outward  vifage, 
it  feemetb  not  to  be  matter  of  joy ^  but  of  grief  To 
•look  to  it^  it  hath  not  a  ftpiling  countenance,  yet  joy 
may  be  under  it.  And,  2.  Tiiough  to  the  flefli  it  is, 
what  it  feems,  grief,  and  not  joy,  yet  there  may  be 
under  it  fpiritual  joy  ;  yea,  the  afflidiOn  itfdf  may 
help  and  advance  that  joy.  3.  Through  the  na- 
•  tural  fenfe  of  it,  there  will  be  fome  allay  or  mix- 
ture of  grief,  fo  that  the  joy  cannot  be  pure  and  com- 
plete, but  yet  there  may  be  joy  even  in  it  This  the 
.  Apoftle  here  clearly  grants,  rejoice  now  in  fufferings 
that  you  may  rejoice  exceedingly  after  it,  atyaXAitt/ACMi, 
leaping  for  joy :  Doubtlefs,  this  joy,  at  prefent,  is  but 
a  little  parcel,  a  drop  of  that  fea  of  joy.  Now  it  is 
joy,  but  more  referved,  then  tbey  JhaU  leap  for  joy  ^ 

Luke 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


^3^  A.  CAMMBHTART  09DII  fCRAp;\IYi 

JLiuke  yi.  23*  Yet,  even  at  p? e&iU:,  rejoice  in  trial, 
yea,  in  ^ry  trial.  This,  is  [ioffible  ;  (lie  children  of 
God  are  not  called  to  fo  bad  a  life  gs  the  vororld  imar 
gines ;  beOdes  what  is  laid  up  lor  them  in  heaven, 
they  h^ve,  even  here,  their  vejoicinga  and  ibngs  in 
itheiar  dsftreflfi^,  ^  tiiofe  priCbners  had  thjeir  pMrns, 
£yeb  at  midn^igfat  after  their  ftrlpes,  and  in  their 
chains.  Ads  xvi.  25.  belbre  they  knew  of  a  fudden 
d?eiiitterance :  True,  there  may  be  a  darknefs  within, 
clouding  ^11  the  matter  fef  their  joy  ;  bat  even  that 
darkoeis  is* the  leed-tini«  of  after  ioj^ani  light  isjbwn 
in  that  darknefs^  and  ihaii  i|iriiig  u^;  and  not  only 
ikaU  tbey  have  a  rich  crop  at  f&il  harVeft,  but  even 
iame  firft  &uits  of  it  here,  in  pledge  of  the  barveft. 

And  (bis  they  o^gbt  to  exped,  and  feek  after  with 
minds  humble  an(i;  iabmiffive^  as  to  the  meafure  and 
time  of  it,  idiat  tfjey  may  be  pafrtakers  of  fpiritual  joy, 
and  may  by  it  be  enaJDled  to  go  patiently,  yea,  cheer- 
fully, through  the  tribulatians  and  temptations  that 
4jc  itt  their  way  homeward  ;  and  £or  this  end  ought 
they  t^o  endeavotiMT  after  a  more  dear  dUcerxiing  of 
their  intereft  in  Chrift,  that  they  may  know  they  par- 
takeof  himv  ^^  ^^  ia  fuffering,  are  partakers  of  his 
fiffiedngs,,  and  (hall  be  partakers  of  his  glory. 

Many  afflidiions  wUi  not  cloud  and  obftrudt  this 
fo  much  as  one  lin;  therefore,  if  ye  would  walk 
chwrfuily,  be  moft  careful  to  walk  bolily.  All  the 
winds  about  the  eartb  make  not  an  earthq>us^e,  but 
that  within  iDs  bowels. 

Now  this  joy  is  grounded,  on  this  communioti; 
I.  In  fufferings ;  then,  2.  In  glory,  i.  Even  ip  fuf- 
fevings  themfelves :  It  is  a  fweet  joyful  thing  to  be 
a  diarer  with  Chciil  in  any  thing ;  all  enjoyments 
wherein  he  is  not,  are  bitter  to  a  Ibul  that  loves  him, 
.  and  all  fufferings  with  him  fweet.  The  worft  things 
.of  Chrift^  are  more  truly  delightful  than  the  beft 
things  of  the  world ;  his  affli<ftions  fweeter  than  their 
pleafures ;  his  reproaches  xxxove  glorious  than  their 
boqours,  and  more  rich  than  tb^r  trewfures,  as'JVIofes 
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accpuoted  them,  H^b.  xu  26.   Loye  delijghts  ia  l^tf 
nefs  and  comoianion,  not  only  in  things  otherwife 
gleafant^   but  in  the  hardeii  aqd  faarfiieft  things^ 
which  have  not  any  thing  in  them  delirable,  but  only 
that  likenefs :  So  that  this  thought  is  very  fweet  to  a 
heart  poflefled  with  this  love,  .  What  does  the  world 
by  its   hatred  and  periecutionsi   and  reviUngs  for 
Chrift,  but  make  me  more  like  him»  give  me  a  gifeater 
Ihare  with  him,  in  that  which  he  did  fo  willingly 
undergo  for  me?  When  b^  was  fought  to  be  made  a 
king^  he  efcaped  y  but  when  he  was  fought  to  the  crofs^ 
he  freely  yielded  bimfelf.    Bern.,  And  Ihall  I  fhrink 
and  ^creep  back  from  what  he  calls  me,  to  fufTer  for 
hjs  fake  ;  yea,  even  all  my  other  troubles  and  fufFer- 
ings  I  will  defire  to  have  itamped  thus,  with  this 
conformity  to  the  iiifFerings  dtChrift,  in  the  humble, 
obedient,  cheerful  endurance  of  them,  and  the  gi- 
ving up  my  will  to  my  Father^s. 

The  following  of  Chrift  makes  any  way  pleafant ; 
his  faithful  followers  refufe  no  march  after  him,  be 
it  through  defarts,  and  mountains,  and  ilorms,  and 
hazards,  that  will  affright  felf-pleafing  eafy  fpirits  : 
Hearts  kindled  and  aduated  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
Y^iW  follow  him  wberefoevet  be  goetb. 

As  he  fpeaks  it  for  warning  his  Difciple%  If  ikey 
perfecuted  me^  they  will  perfecute  you ;  fo  he  fpeaks 
it  for  comforting  them,  and  fufficient  cpmfort  it  is. 
If  they  bate  youy  they  bated  me  before  y^u^  John  xv.  i8* 
20. 

2.  Then  add  the  other  j  fee  whether  it  tends,  iEfc 
fhall  he  revealed  in  Ins  glory ^  and  ye  Ihall  even  over*- 
flow  with  joy  in  the  partaking  of  that  glory.  There- 
fore rejoice  now  in  the  raidll  of  all  your  fufferings  ; 
fiand  upon  the  advanced  grq^nd  of  dae  p]X)mif6s  «and 
Covenant  of  Grace,  and  by  faith  lopk  beyond  this 
moment,  and  all  th^t  is  in  it,  to  that  day  \l7 herein 
everlafHng  joy  Jhall  he  upon  your  be  ads ^  a  crowt^  of  it, 
and  forrow  and  mourning JlmUfiy, away ^  Ifai.  U.  11. 
Relieve  this  day,  and  the  vidory  is  won.    Oh !  that 
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.  blefled  hope,  well  fixed  and  ezercifed,  would  give 
other  manner  of  fpirits :  What  zeal  for  God  would  it 
not  infpire  ?  What  invincible  courage  againll  all  en- 
counters ?  How  Toon  will  this  pageant  of  the  tvorld 
vanifh,  that  men  are  gazing  on,  thefe  pidtures  and 
fancies  o^ pleafures  and  bonours,  falfely  fo  called,  and 
give  place  to  the  real  glory  of  the  fons  of  God,  when 
this  blefled  Son,  who  is  God,  fhall  be  feen  appearing 
in  full  majeftv,  and  all  his  brethren  in  glory  with 
him,  all  clothed  in  their  robes  ?  And  if 'you  aflc,  Who 
are  they  ?  Why,  tbefe  are  they  that  came  out  of  great 
tribulation^  and  wq/bed  tbeir  robei  in  tbe  blood  of  the 
Lamb^  Rev.vii.  14. 

Ven  14.  If  ye  be  reproached  for  tbe  name  of  Cbrijt^ 
bappy  are  ye  ;  for  tbe  fpirit  of  glory  and  of  God 
rejletb  upon  you  :  On  tbeir  part  be  is  evil  fpoken  of 
but  on  your  part  be  is  glorified. 

15.  But  let  none  of  you  fuffer  as  a  murderer^  or  as  a 
thief  or  as  an  evil-doer,  or  as  a  bufy^body  in  other 
mens  matters. 

16.  Tet  if  any  man  fuffer  as  a  Cbrijlian^  let  him  not 
be  ajhamed  ;  hut  let  him  glorify, God  on  this  bebalf 

THE  Word  is  the  Ghriftian's  magazirie,  both  of 
inftrudions  and  encouragements,  for  doing  or 
fufferingj  and  this  epiftle  is  rich  in  both.  Here  what 
the  Apoftie  had  faid  concerning  fuffering  in  general, 
he  fpecifies  in  the  particular  cafe  of  fuffering  re- 
proaches;  but  this  expreffion  feemsnot  to  come  up 
to  the  height  of  that  which  he  hath  ufed  before ;  he 
fpoke  oi  fiery  trial,  but  this  of  reproach  feems  rather 
lit  to  be  called  an  airy  trial,  the  blaft  of  vanifhing 
words.  Tet,  upon  trial,  it  will  be  found  to  be,  (as 
here  it  is  accounted);  a  very  (harp,  a  fiery  trial. 

Firfi,  then,  let  lis  take  a  view  of  this  particular 
.kind  of  fufferiftg.  "And,  idly,  Of  the  comfort  and 
advice  furniflied  againft  it. 

"  If 
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If  we  confider  both  the  nature  of  the  thing  and 
the  ftrain  of  the  Scriptures,   we  will  find  that   re- 
proaches are  amongft  the  (harped  fort  of  fufferings, 
and  are  indeed yirry  trials.     The  tongue  is  afire^  (ays 
St  James,  iiL  6.  and  reproaches  are  the  flalhes  of 
that  fire ;  they  are  a  fubtile  kind  of  flame,  like  that 
lightning  which,  as  naturalifts  fay,  cru(heth  the  bones, 
and  yet  breaks  not  the  flefli;  they  wound  not  the 
body,  as  dot(Htures-and  whips,  but,  through  a  whole 
ikin,  they  reach  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  and  cut  it.     So 
Pfal.  xlii,  lo.  jiis  with  afword  in  my  bones  mine  ene-^ 
mies  reproacf)  me.    The  fire  of  reproaches  preys  upon 
f      and  dries  up  tbt  precious  ointment^  to  which  Solomon 
i      compares  a  good  name,  Ecclef.  vii.  i.     A  good  name 
\     is  in  itfelf  a  good,  a  prime  outward  good;  and«  take 
us  according  to  our  natural  temper  and  apprehenfions, 
(according  to  which  we  feel  things),  moft  men  are, 
and  fome  more  exceffively,  too  tender  and  delicate  in 
iti    Although,  truly,  I  take  it  rather  to  be  a  weak- 
I      Dcfs  than  true  greatnefs  of  fpirit,  as  many  fancy  it, 
I      to  depend  much  on  the  opinion  of  others,  and  feel  it 
deep,  yet,  1  fay,  confideri«g  that  it  is  commonly  thus 
i      with  men,  and  that  the  remains  of  this,  as  of  other 
frailties,  are  to  be  found  in  the  children  of  God^  it 
I      <:annot  wellbe  but  reproaches  will  ordinarily  much 
afflid:  men,  and  to  fome  kind  of  fpirits,  podibly,  will 
[     be  more  grievous  than  great  bodily  pain  or  fuffer- 
i      ing. 

And  as  they  are  thus,  the  Scripture  accounts  them 
fo,  and  very  ufually  reckons  them  amongft  fuflfer- 
I  ings,  and  names  them  rather  more  than  any  other 
j  kind  of  fuflFering,  and  that  with  good  reafon,  not  on- 
I  ly  for  their  piercing  nature,  (as  we  have  faid),  but 
I  withal  for  their  frequency  and  multitude ;  and  fome 
I  things  we  fuffer  do  (as  flies)  more  trouble  by  their 
number  than  by  their  weight. 

Now,  there  is  no  one  kind  of  fuffering  of  fuch  con- 
ftancy,   and  commonnefs,    and   abundance,    as   re- 
proaches are.'  »When  other  pe^fecutions  ceafe,  yet 
VoL.IL  Hh  Ihofe 
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thofe. continue;  when  all  otber,  fires, of  inari^E4om 

are  pat  out,  thefe  burn  ftilL    In  all  times  and  places, 

the  malignant  world  is  ready  to  revile  retigion;  .not 

only  avowed  enemies  of  it  do  fo,  but  tbe  greateft 

part  even  pf  thofe  that  make  a  vulgar  profelfionof 

it:  They  that  outwardly  receive  il^tjarm^of  religion, 

yet  are  many  of  them  inwardly  haters  of  tbe  fower 

pfitf  "zTim.  iii.  5. ;  arid  Chriftians,  who  are  fuch  on- 

Jy  in  name,  will  fcorn  and  reproach  thofe  that  are 

Chriftians  indeed.*  . 

.    And  this  is  done  with  fuch  eafe  by  every. pne,. that 

thefe  arrows  fly  thick  ;  every  one  that  tiath  a  tongue 

can  ihopt  them,  even  bafe  abjedls,  Pfal.  xxxv.  15,; 

and  tbe  drunkards  makefongs^  as  Jeremiah  complains ; 

the  meaneft  fort  can  reach  this  point  of  perfecution, 

and  be  adlive  in  it  againft  the  children  of  God  :  They 

that  cannot,  or  dare  not,  offer  them  any  other  injury, 

will  not  fear,  nor  fpare,  to  let  fly  a  taunt  or  bitter 

word ;    fo  that  whereas  other  fuffcrings   are    rarer, 

thefe  meet  them  daily,  Pfal.  xlii.  10.  While  they  fay 

daily  unto  me^  where  is  thy  God  ? 

We  fee  how  juftly  iieproaches  are  often  mentioned 
^mongft,  and  beyond  other  trials,  and  accounted 
perfccutidn.  Mat,  v.  10,  i  j.  Bleffed  are  ye  when  wen 
Jkall  revile  you^  and  perfecute  you,  and  Jhdll ,fay  all 
manner  of  evil  againjl  you  falfely^  for  my  fake.  In 
the  hiftory  of  the  cafting  out  Hagar  and  her  fon, 
Gen.  xxi.  9,  all  we  find  laid  to  Ifhrnael's  charge  was 
Sarah  faw  him  mocking.  And  as  he  that  was  hum 
after  thefle/h  did  then  in  this,  manner  perfecute  bim 
that  was  born  after  the  Spirit^  Gal.  iv.  29.  even  fo  it 
is  now.  And  thus  are  reproaches  mentioned  amongft 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift  in.the  golp^l,  and  not.  as  tbe 
leafl:;  the  railings  and  mockings  that  were  darted  at 
him,  and  fixed  to  the  crofs,  are  mentiontd  more  than 
the  very  nails  that  fixed  him.  And,  Heb.  xii.  2.  the 
Jhame  of  the  crofs,-^though  he  was  above  it,  and  de- 
"fpifed  it;  yet  that  fhame  added  much   to  the  burden 

.         -'   •  of 
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of  *  It ;  ^  fb  ver.  3.  Hi  endured,  the  'coritraiii&tdn  ofjin^ ' 
ners/  ^        ^  .,"''!' 

'Now,  the  other  thing  is,  that  this' is  ^he  lot  of 
Chtiftiini,  as  it  'was  "of  Chrlft  \  ^  and  vvbv  .^puM  they- 
lo6^^f6f  more  Jkihdnefs  and  better  ufiige,  and  thiffk' 
tb'fitiB 'kodlam'ations  and" applaufes  from,  the  wprW;- 
tKat'fo.vi-lified 'their  Lord  ?'0*h  no  f  'Ihe  nin  heart 
rtriiftb^:  weaned  from  thefe  to  folloAV  GHnft;  if  v^e 
Tii>ilT*in'deed  follow  him  ;  it  mdft  hi' Hnhiiid:  tp  ftiarrf 
with  him  ia  this  point  qf  fufFeri^g,  not 'only  :mi- 
ftikes  and  thifconftrudtibns^  but  bitter  fcoffihgs  arid 
reproac'hefei  WHy  Ihoiildnot  our 'minds  ply  and 
fbiiJtd^this  upon  that  Vry,reafori,  which  he  fo  rea- 
fikiaWj'  pi*effes  agairt 'and  again  on  his  Difciples,  TAe* 
Jirvnnt  is^dtgreateKtbarthismaJler;  (and  when  ^i- 
v^hg'thettt  exprefs  watnrng  to  lay  their  account^ witlx 
tiBiyro^thes)/ijr  they  called' the  Mafler  Eeel^ebub^  hdw 
Mkh  more  'tmU  they  fpeukfo  of  the  fi  Mat.  x. 

^21,25.-   \   ;    /-  ■  •  •     ',     :.    ■       •  ';'    ,^  ;".     ■-  '• 

•  Infer,  i:  Seeing  it  is  thiis,^  I  fhall  firft  prefs;upoa 
the  followers  of  Chrrft,  the  Apoftle's  rule  here,  td 
Keep  their  fufFering .  fpotlefi;  that  it  may  not  be  com* 
fgrrtlefs ;  refol^e  to  endure  .it,  but  relV^vfe^  likewife, 
that  it  (hall  be  on" your  part  ihnoceht  fuffermg  ;  yj{^r 
HA^s  evil-doers^  verr  r^".  "  Befides*  thfat,*  rbe  ways  of 
wickedhtfs  are  moft  iinftiitable  to  yb'ur  holy  calling  5 
iook'tb  the  enmity  aboiit  ybu,  and  '^gain,  feven'but;  of 
that,  evil,  this  great  gbdd;  of  liiore' cfrcumfpedt^arid 
libly  Walking ;  recolleift  who  you  arej  and*  where  yaii 
fere;  your' own  weaknefs,  and  the  \v0rld*s  wickednefs; 
TWs  our  Saviour  rcprefents,  and  upon  ii  giVe^  that 
fuitable  rule^.  Behold  I  fend  you  forth  as  Jbeep  in  th& 
micffl  of  wolves y  Be  ye  therefore  wife  as  ferments ^  and 
hurmlefs  as  doves  ^^;  iVfhtl  xi  16.  J^hqw  '  ybu  not 
what  exadt*  eyes  of 'others  •  are  upon  you?  Will  ybti 
tiot  thenfce  learn, 'e.x.a<Sly  to  eye  yburfelvcs,  and  all 
,^our  ways,  and  fecfk  'of  <3od,  with  David,  to  be  led  in 
'  -        '  "  tigbieoufnefsf 

*  Prudens  Jimplicitas.  , 
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fighteoufnefs^  hecaufe  of  your  enemas,  your  obfirvcrsy 
PfaJ.  xxvii.  II. 

This  is  the  rule  here,  ver.  i6.  Juffer  as  Cbriftians, 
holily  and  blamelefsly,  that  the  enemy  may  not  know 
where  to  faften  his  hold  :  As  the  wreftlers  anointed 
their  bodies,  that  the  hands  of  their  antagonifts  might 
not  faften  upon  them ;  thus,  truly,  they  that  walk 
and  fuf&r  as  Chrifiians  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  their  enemies  cannot  well  faften  their  hold 
upon  them. 

To  you,  therefore,  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus,  I  re- 
commend this  efpecially,  to  be  careful,  that  all  your 
reproaches  may  be  indeed  for  Chrift,  and  not  for  any 
thing  in  you  unlike  to  Chrift,  that  there  be  nothing, 
fave  the  matter  of  your  rod ',  keep  the  quarrel  as  clean 
and  unmixed  as  you  can,  and  this  will  advantage 
you  much,  both  within  and  withoutyin  the  peace  and 
firmnefs  of  your  mlnds^  and  in  the  refutation  of  your 
enemies.  This  will  make  you  as  a  brazen  ivall^  as 
the  Lord  ipeaks  to  the  Prophet^  tbeyjball fight  againjt 
yoUf  hutjhall  not  prevail^  Jer.  xv.  20. 

Keep  far  off  from  all  impure  unholy  ways  ;  Juffer 
not  as  eviUdoers^  no  nor  as  bujy-bddiesy  be  much  at 
home,  fetting  things  at  rights  within  your  own  breaft, 
i/f^here  there  is  fo  much  work,  and  fuch  daily  need 
of  diligence,  and  then  you  wUl  lind  no  leifure  for 
iinneceflary  idle  pryings  into  the  ways  and  affairs^ 
of  others;  and  further  than  your  calling,  and  the 
rules  of  Chriftian  ^barity,  engage  you,  you  will  not 
interpofe  in  any  matters  without  you,  nor  be  found 
proud  and  cenibrious,.  as  the  world  is  ready  to  call 
you, 

2.  Shun  the  appearances  of  evil  y  walk  warily  and 
prudently  in  all  things  ;  be  not  beady  nor  felf-wilkd^ 
no  not  in  the  beft  thing ;  walk  not  upon  the  utter 
brink  and  hedge  of  your  liberty,  for  then  you  ftiall 
be  in  danger  of  overpaffing  it  y  things,  that  are  law- 
ful may  be  inexpedient,  and  in  cafe  there  is  fear  of 
fcandaly  ought  either  to  be  wholly  forborne,  or  ufed 

witb 
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with  much  prudence  and  circumfpe&ion.  Oh  !  iludy 
in  all  things  to  adorn  the  gofpel,  and  under  a  fen^ 
of  your  own  unfkilfulnefs  and  folly,  beg  wifdom  from 
above,  that  anointings  that  will  teach  you  all  things^ 
much  of  that  holy,  Spirit^  that  will  lead  you  in  the  way 
of  all  truth,  John  xvi,  13.  and  then  in  that  way,  what- 
foever  may  befall  you,  fuffer  it^  and  however  yoa 
may  be  vilified  and  reproached,  happy  are  you,  for 
the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  rejleth  upon  you. 

Inf.  2.  But  if  mcb  as  are  thus  reproached  be  happy, 
then,  certainly,  their  reproachers  are  no  lefs  unhap^ 
py  ;  if  on  thole  refteth  the  Sprit  of  glory  and  of  God j, 
what  fpirit  is  in  thefe  but  the  fpirit  of  Satan,  and  of 
ihame  and  vilenefs  ?  Who  is  the  hafeft  and  mod  con- 
temptible kind  of  perfon  in  the  world  ?  truly,  I  thinlc 
an  avowed  contemner  and  mocker  of  holihefs.  Shall 
any  fuch  be  found  amongft  us  ? 
.  I  'charge  you  all  in  this  name  of  Chrift,  that  yoit 
dq  not  entertain  godlefs  prejudices  againft  the  people 
of  God,  Let  not  your  ears  be  open  to,  nor  your 
hearts  clofe  with,  the  calumnies  and  lies,  that  may  be 
flying  abroad  of  them  and  their  pradices,  much  lefi 
open  your  mouths  againft  them,  or  let  a^ny  difgraceful 
word  be  heard  from  you :  And  when  you  meet  wuth 
undeniable  real  frailties,  know  the  law  of  love,  and 
pradife  it :  Think,  "  this-is  blame-worthy,  yet  let  me 
**  not  turn  it  to  the  reproach  of  thofe  perfons,  who, 
"  notwithftanding,  may  be  fincere,  much  lefs  to  the  re- 
"  proach  of  other  perfons  profeffing  religion,,  and  then 
•*  caft  it  upon  religion  itfelf^'' 

My  brethren,  beware  of  (baring  with  the  ungodly 
in  this  tongue- perfecut ion  of  Chriftians.  There  ia 
a  day  at  hand,  wherein  the  Lord  will  make  inquiry 
after  thofe  things ;  if  we  ftiall  be  made  accountable 
for  idle  words  (as  we  are  warned,  Mat.  xii.  36.)  how 
jnuch  more  for  bitter  malicious  words  uttered  againfl: 
any,  efpecially  againft  the  faints  of  God,  whom,  how- 
ever the  world  may  reckon,  he  efteems  his  precious 
enes,  his  treafure*     You  that  now  can  look  on  them 

with 
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with  a  fcornful  eye,  which  way  Ihall  you  look  when 
they  Ihall  be  beautiful  and  gloriouk,  and  all  the  un- 
godly ffo^^^rf  i€'zYAy^/jf;72(f /*  Oh  !  db  not  reproach  them, 
but  rather  come  in  and  fhare  with  them  in  the  way 
of  holinefs,  and  in^  all  the  fuflerihgs  and  reproaches 
which  follow  it :  For  if  you  partake  of  their  difgraces, 
yotl  (hair  (hare  in  jgtery  with  them,  in  the  day  of  their 
Lorrd^s  appearing. 

The  wt)rds  have  two  things.  The  evil  of  thef6  re- 
proaches fuppofed,  and  the  good  exprefled.  The  evil 
foppofcd  is,  that  they  are  trials,  and  hot  trials:  Of 
this!  havefpokcn  already.     Let  irs  now, 

^2rf/f,  Conlider  the  ^odrf  expreffed:  Ye  are  happy, 
even  at  prefent,  inr  the  very  midft  of  them  ;  they  do 
libt  trouble  your  happy  eftate,  yea,  they  advance  it. 
•  *So  very  folid  hideed  is  the  happinefs  of  the  faints, 
that,  in  the  loweft  condition,  it  remains  the  fame  :  Call 
them  where  you  will,  into  difgraces,  or  caves,  into 
ptifons  and  chains,  ftill  they  are  happy :  A  diamond 
in'the'mire,'fullied  and  trampled  on,  yet  ftill  retains 
its  own  worth. 

''.But  this  rs  more,  that  the  very  things  that  feem  to 
make'  them  miferable;  do  not  only  n^t  do  that,  but; 
on'  the  contrary,  do  make  them  the  more  happy  ;  thty 
are  gainers  by  their  lofles,  and  attain  more  liberty 
tfy  their  thraldotns,  and  more  honour  by  their  dif- 
graces, and  more  p'eace  by  their  troubles:  The  world, 
and  bU  their  enemies,  are*^  exceedingly  befooled  in 
ilriTing'  againft  them-,  not  only  cart  they  not  undo 
them,  but  by  all  their  enmity  and  pradlices,  they  do 
them  pleafure,  and  raife  them  higher;*  with  what 
•weapons  Ihall  they  fight  ?  How  ftiall  a  Chriftian's 
enemies  fet  upon  him?  Wh6re  (hall  they  hit  him, 
feeing  all  the  wrongs  they  do  him,  do  indeed  enrich 
and  ennoble  him  ;  and  the  more  heis  depreffed,  he 
flourifhes  the*  more ;  certainly  the  blefledncfs  of  a 
Chriftian  is  matchlefs  and  invincible.  ' 

'  But  how  holds  this,  that  a  Chiiftian  is  happy  in  re^ 
proacbes  and  by  tbem  ?  it  is  not  through  then  nature 
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gnd  yirfue^.  for  they  are. evil,  fo  Mat.  v.  12.;  feut 
(i,)  By  reafon.of  the  CJ^ufe.  (2.)  Of  the  accompany-^ 
ing  and  coDfequent.corofort.. 

Firft,  the  caufe.  We  have  it  negatively,  ver.  15. 
not  as  an .  eviUdper^  that  ilains  thy  holy  prof^ffion, 
damps  thy  comfort,  clouds  thy  bappinefs,  difprofits 
thee  and  dilhonours  thy  Lord*  Wt;  have  it  alfo  po- 
fitively,.yer,  14,  16.  for  tbe  name  of  Chrijl\  and  what 
is  th^re  fo  rough,  which  that  will  not  make .  pleafant, 
to  fgjffer  with  Chrift  and  for  Chrift,  who  fufFered  fo 
much  and  fo  willingly  for  thee?  Hath  he  not  gone 
through  all  befpre. thee,  and  made  all  eafy  and  love- 
ly ?  hath  he  not  fweetcned  poverty,  and  perfecutions, 
^nd  hatred,"  and  difgraceSy  and  death  itfelf,  perfumed 
the  grave,  and  turned  it  from  a  pit  of  horror  into  a 
fweet  refting  bed  ?  And  thus  the  love  of  Chrift  judg- 
eth,  it,  thinks  all  lovely:  which  is  endured  for.bim, 
is  glad  to  meet  with  difficulties,  aiyl  ambitious  of  fuf- 
fering  for  him;  Scorn  and  contempt  is  a  thing  of 
hard  digeftion  ;  hut  much  inward  heat  of  love  digefts 
it  eafily -,  reproaches  are  bitter,  but  the  reproaches  of 
Chrift  are  fweet.  Take  their  true  value,  Heb.  jci.  26. 
Tbe  reproaches  of  Chrift  are  greater. ^  riches  than  tbe 
.treafures  of  Egypt;  his  very,  voorfi  things  are  better 
than  the  heft  of  tbe  world.  A  touch  of  Chrift  turns 
all  into  gold  j  his  reproaches,  are  riches,  as  there,  and 
honour^  as  here  :  Not  only  ihall  ye,  be  happy  afters- 
wards,  but  happy  are  ye  at  pxefent,  and  that  not  only 
in  apprehenfion  of  that  after  happinefs,  as  fuie,  and 
as  already  prefent,  faith,  realizing, it.;  but  even  for 
that  they  pqAefs  the-  prefence  and  comforts  of  the 
Spirit. 

For  the  Spirit  of  glory, ^  This  accompanies  dif- 
graces  for  him;  his  Spintf  the, Spirit  of  glory  and  of 
God;  with  your  fufferings  .goes  the  name  of  Chrift, 
and  the  Spirit  of  Chrift ;.  T^ke  them  thus,  when  re- 
proaches are  caft  upon  you  for  his  name,  do  you  bear 
them  by  his  Spirit?  And  furely  his  Spirit  is  moft  fit 
to  fupport  you  under  them,  yea,  to  raife  you  above 

*  them  J 
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thein  ;  they  are  ignominious  and  inglorious,  be  is  the 
Spirit  of  glory  ;  they  are  human  reproaches,  he  the 
divine  Spirit,  tbe  Spirit  of  glory  and  ofGod,  that  is,  the 
glorious  Spirit  of  God. 

And  this  is  the  advantage,  the  lefs  the  Ghriilian 
finds  efteem  and  acceptance  in  the  world,  the  more 
he  turns  his  eye  inward,  to  fee  what  is  there,  and 
there  he  finds  the  world's  contempt  counterpoifed 
by  a  weight, of  excellency  and  glory,  even  in  this 
prefent  condition,  as  the  pledge  of  the  glory  before 
him.  The  reproaches  h^  fiery ;  but  the  Spirit  of 
glory  reftetb  upon  you^  doth  not  give  you  a  paifing 
vifit,  but  ftays  within  you,  and  is  indeed  yours.  And 
in  this  the  Chriftian  can  take  comfort,  and  let  the 
foul  weather  blow  over,  let  all  the  feoffs,  and  con- 
tempts abroad,  pafs  as  they  come,  having  a  glorious 
Spirit  within,  fuch  a  gueft  honouring  him  with  his 
prefence,-  abode,  •and  fweet  fcilowfliip,  and  indeed 
one  with  him.  So  that  rich  riiifer  at  Athens  could 
fay,  when  they  fcorned  him  in  the  ftreets,  he  went 
home  to  his  bags  and  hugs  himfelf  there  at  that  fight, 
fay  they  what  they  would*.  How  much  more  rea- 
fonably  may  the  Chriftian  fay,  **  Let  them  revile  and 
**  bark,  I  have  riches  and  honour  enough  that  they 
^*  fee  not."  And  this  it  is  that  makes  the  world,  as 
they  are  a  malicious  party,  fo  to  be  an  incompetent 
judge  of  the  Chriftian's  eftate.  They  fee  the  rugged 
unpleafant  outfide  only,  the  right  infide  their  eye 
cannot  reach.  We  were  miferable  indeed,  were  our 
comforts  fuch  as  they  could  fee. 

And  as  this  is  the  conftant  eftate  of  a  Chriftian,  it 
is  ufually  moft  manifefted  to  him  in  the  time  of  his 
greateft  fufferings.  Then  (as  we  faid)  he  naturally 
turns  inward  and  fees  it  moft,  and  accordingly  finds 
it  moft.  God  making  this  happy  fupplement  and 
compenfation,  that  when  they  have  leaft  of  the 
world,  they  have  moft  of  himfelf;  when  they  arc 

,    moft 


-Populus  me  fibilat^  at  mihi  plaudo 
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moft  eovered  wkh  the  world's  disfavour,  his  favour 
ihines  brighteli  to  them*  A^  Mofes,  when  ht  was 
in  the  cloudy  had  neareft  accefs  and  fpeech  with 
God;  fo  when  the  Chriftian  is  moil  clouded  with 
diftrefles  and  difgraces,  then  doth  the  Lord  often  ihew^ 
I        himfelf  moft  clearly  to  him. 

I  If  you  be  indeed  Chriftians,  yoii  will  do  be  fo 

[       much  thinking  at  any  time,  how  you  may  be  free 
I        from  all  fufferings  and  defpiliqgs  ;  but  rather  how 
you  may  go  ftrongly  and  cheerfully  through  them. 
I       Loy  here  is  the  way,  feek  a  real  and  firm  intereft  iii 
I        Chrift,  and  the  participation  of  Ghrift'^  Spirit,  and 
then  a  look  to  him  will  make  all  eafy  and  delightful* 
Thou  wilt  be  afhamed  within  thyfelf,  to  ftart  back, 
1        or  yield  one  foot,  at  the  encounter  of  a  taunt  or  re- 
proach for  him.     Thou  wilt  think,  "  for  whom  is  it, 
**  is  it  not  for  him,,  who  for  my  fake  hid  not  his  face 
^'  from  ihame  and  fpitting?  and  further,   he  died.; 
**  ndw,  how  would  I  meet  death  for  him,  if  I  ihrihk 
**  at  the  blaft  of  a  fcornful  word  ?** 

If  you  would  know  whether  this  his  Spirit  is  and 
refteth  in  you,  it  cannot  be  better  kno^n,  than^ 
ly?,  by  that  very  love;,  ardent  love  to  him,  and  high 
cfteem  of  him  ;  and  from  thence  a  willingnefs,  yea, 
a  gladnefs,  to  fufTer  any  thing  for  him.  2.  Thh  Spir 
rit  of  Glory  fets  the  heart  on  glory.  True  glory 
niakes  heavenly  things  excellent  in  our  thoughts,  and 
fets  the  world,  the  better  and  worfe,  the  honour  and 
difhonour  of  it,  at  a  low  rate* 

The  fpirit  of  the  world  ii  a  bafe  ignoble  fpirit,  even 
the  higheft  pitch  of  it.  Thofe  that  are  projeding 
for  kingdom's,  form  but  poor  defigns,  compared  to 
thofe  of  the  Chriftian,  who  afcends  above  all  things 
under  the  fun,  and  above  the  fun  itfelf,  and  therefore 
he  is  not  ih^ken  with  the  threats  of  the  world,  nor 
taken  with  its  ofters.  Excellent  is  that  anfwer  St 
Bafil  gives,  in  the  perfon  of  thofe  martyrs,  to  that  em- 
peror, who  made  them  (as  he  thought)  great  profTeta 
,  to  draw  them  off,  "  Why,  fay  they,  doft  thou  bid  us 
Vol,  II.  I  i  •*  fo 
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"  fo  low  as  pieces  of  -the  world,  we  have  learned  to 
**  defpife  it  all  ?**  Tliis  is  not  ftupidity  nor  an  af- 
fe<aed  ftoutnefs  of  fpirit,  but  k  humble  fublimity, 
which  the  natural  fpirit  of  a  man  cannot  reach  unto, 
fiiit  wilt  thou  fay  ftill,  "  This  ftops  me,  I  do  not 
**  find  this  Spirit  in  nie  ^  if  X  did,  then  I  think  I 
"could  be  willing  to  fuffer  any  thing/'  To  this, 
for  the  prefeht,  I  fay  only,  Doft  thou  defire  that 
Chrift  may  be  glorified,  and  bouldft  thou  be  content^ 
though  it  were  by  thy  fuffering  in  any  kind,  thou 
inayeft  be  called  to  undergo  for  him  ?  Art  thou  wil- 
ling to  give  iip  tliy  own  intereft,  to  ftudy  and  follow 
Chrift^s,  and  facrifice  thine  owri  credit,  and  naoie, 
to  advance  his  ?  Art  thou  unwilling  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  difhonoUr  him  ?  Art  thou  willing  to  fuffer 
any  thing  that  may  honour  him,  or  deflrieft  thpu  to 
be  thus  ?  Then  difpute  not,  but' up  and  walk  tin  in  his 
ftrength.    ' 

*  Now,  if  any  fay,  "  but  his  name  is  difhonoured  by 
f*  thefe  reproaches  ;'•  true,  fays  the  Apoftle,  on  their 
pari  it  is  fot^  hut  not  on  yours.  They  that  reproach 
you  do  their  ^beft  to  refledl  on  Chrift  anci  his  caufe, 
T)ut  this  it 'is  bhly  0/2  their  part  i  You  are  fufferers  for 
his  name,  arid  fp  ^ou  glorify  it :  Your  faith,  and  pa- 
tience, and  vidfory  by  thefe,  do  declare  the  power  of 
divine  grace,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  gofpel.     They 

.have  made  torturers  a(h?^med,  and  induced  fome  be- 
holders to  (hare  with  thofe  Who  'were  tortured. 
Thus,  though  the  profane  Vv^drld  intends,  as  far  'as  it  can, 
to  fix  diftionour  upon  the  profeffion  of  Chrift,  yet  it 
flicks  not,  but  on  the  contrary  he  is  glorified  by  your 
conftancy. 

And  as  the  ignominy  fattens  not,  but  the  glory 
from  the  endurance,  fo  Chriftiaii^  are  obliged,  and 
certainly  are  ready,  according  to  the  Apoftle*s  zeal, 
ver.  i6.  to  ^glorify  God  on  this  behalf  y  that  as  he  is 

.  glorified  in  them,  fo  they  may  glorify  and  blets  him 
who  hath  dignified  u$  fo ;  that  whereas  We  might 
have  been  left  to  a  faid  finking  taik,  to  have  fufiered 

for 
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for  various  guilts,  our  G6d  hath  changed  the  tenor 
and  nature  of  our  fuSerings,  and  makes  them  to  be 
for  the  name  ofCbriJl. 

'I'hus  a  fpiritual  mind  doth  not  fwell  on  a  conceit 
of  conftancy  and  courage,  which  is  the  readicft  way 
of  felf-undoing,  but  acknowledges  all  to  be  gift,  even 
fuff'ering.  To  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  believe^  but  td 
fuffer,  and  fb  to  hlefs  bim  on  that  behalf,  Phil.  i.  29. 
Oh  !  this  love  grows  in  fuffering ;  fo  Adls  v.  41.  They 
went  away,  rejoicing  that  tbey  wire  counted  worthy  to 
fuffer  Jbame  for  bis  name. 

Confider^  it  is  but  a  fhort  while,  and  the  wicked 
and  their  feoffs  (hall  vanifh  ;  tbeyjhall  not  he.  This 
Ihame  is  of  fhort  date,  and  will  prefently  be  over  ; 
but  the  glory,  and  Spirit  of  Glory,  are  eternal.  What 
though  thou  fhouldft  be  poor,  and  defamed,  and 
defpifed,  and  be  the  common  mark  of  fcorn  and  all 
injuries,  yet  the  end  of  them  all  is  at  hand.  This 
is  now  thy  part,  the  fcene  fball  be  changed.  Kings 
here,  real  ones»  are  in  the  deepefl  reality  but  ftage 
kings;  but  when  thou  comcfl  to  alter  the  perfon 
thou  now  bearefl,  here  is  the  odds,  thou  wafl  a  fooL 
in  appearance^  and  for  a  moment,  but  thou  fhalt 
be  truly  a  king  for  ever. 

Ver.  17.  For  the  time  is  come  that  judgment  muji 
begin  at  the  boufe  of  God:  and  if  it  firjl  begin  at 
us,  what  fball  the  end  he  tf  them  that  obey  not  the 
gofpelofGod?  ^ 

THERE  is  not  only  perfed  equity,  but  alfo  a 
comely  proportion  and  beauty  in  all  the  .ways 
of  God,  had  we^yes  fufficientjy  opened  todifcernp 
particularly  in  this  point,  of  the  fiifferings  and  aiSic- 
tions  of  thp  Church. ''  The  Apoftle  here  fets  it  before 
hnhxtthrtxif  For  the.  time  is  come,  ^c. 

Where  is,  ifl,  a  parallel  of  the  Lord's  dealing  with 

.bis  Qwq  and  vyitln  the  wicked,  .ver.  17,  j8,    2.  A  per- 

.     '    ,  fiiafiio^ 
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fuafion  of  due  compliance  and  confidence  in  his  own 
upon  that  conlideration. 

The  parallel  is  in  the  order  and  the  meafareot 
punifhing  ;  and  it  is  fo,  that,  for  the  order,  it  begins 
at  the  boufe  of  God,  ends  upon  the  ungodly ;  and  that 
carries  in  it  this  ^reat  difference  in  the  meafure,  that 
it  paffes  from  the  one  on  whom  it  begins,  and^  refts 
on  the  other  on  whom  it  ends,  and  on  whom  the  full 
weight  of  it  lies  for  ever.  It  is  fo  exprelTed,  Wbatjball 
he  the  end,  &c.  which  imports,  not  only  that  judgment 
ihall  overtake  them  in  the  end^  but  that,  it  fhall  be 
their  end  \  they  fhall  end  in  it,  and  it  fhall  be  endlefs 
upon  them. 

TCbe  time  iV.]  Indeed  the  whole  time  of  this  pre- 
fent  life  is  fo  ;  it  is  the  time  of  fuffering  and  purging 
for  the  Church,  compafled  with  enenties  who  will 
afBidt  her,  and  fubjet^  t6  thefe  impurities  which  need 
afilidion.  The  children  of  God  are  in  their  under- 
age here ;  all  their  time  they  are  children,  and  have 
th^ir  frailties  and  childifh  follies ;  And  therefore, 
though  they*  are  not  always  under  the  ftroke  of  the 
yod,  for  that  they  were  not  able  to  endure,  y^  they 
are  under  the  difcipline  and  ufe  of  the  rod  all  their 
time.  And  whereas  the  wicked  efcape,  till  their  day 
of  full  payment,  the  children  of  Gpd  are  in  this  lif^ 
chaftifed  with  frequent  afflidions,  and  fo  the  time 
rp  x«»fof]  may  here  be  taken  according  as  the  Apoille 
St  Paul  ufes  the  fame  word,  Rom.  viii.  i8.  »«6ijjt4AT«  . 
T«  »u»  »«!(«,  Tbefufferings  of  this  prefeni  tithe* 

But  withal  it  is  true,  and  appears  to  be  here  iob- 

?lied,  that  there  are  particular  fet  times,  which  the 
lOrd  cljoofes  tox  correding  of  his  Church.  He  bath 
the  days  prefixed  9Ik!  written  in  his  Ephemerides, 
hath  bis  days  of  correding,  wherein  he  goes  round 
from  qrie  church  to  another  j  we  thought  it  would 
never  come  to  us,  but  Ve  have  now  found  the  fmart 
of  it. 

And  here  the  Apoftle  itiay  probably  megn  the 
times  of  thefe  hot  perfecutions  that  were  begun  and 
continued,  though  with  fome  intervals,  for  two  ox 

three 
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three  ages.    Thus  Apocal.  vi.  after  the  white  borfCf 
immediately  follows  at  his   heels  the  red,  and   the 
black f  and  the  pah  borfe.    And  as  it   was  upon  the 
firfl  publilhing  of  the  gofpel,  fo  ufually,  upon  the  re* 
ftoring  of  it,  or  upon  remarkable  reformations  of  the 
Church,  and  revivings  of  religion,  follow  (harp  and 
fearching  trials.    As  the  lower  caufe  of  this  is  the 
rage  and  malice  of  Satan,  and  the  ungodly  worlds 
aded  and  ftirred  by  him  againil  the  purity  and  pre* 
valency  of  religion,  fo  it  is  from  a  higher  hand  for 
better  ends.    The  Lord  will  difcover  the  multitudes  « 
of  hypocrites,  and  empty  profefibrs^  that  will  at  fuch 
a  time  readily  abound,  when  religion  is  upoa  an  ad- 
vancing way,  and  the  ftream  of  it  runs  ftrong.    Now, 
by  the  counter  current  of  troubles,  fuch  fall  back 
and  are  carried  aNyay.    And  the  truth  of  grace  in 
the  hearts  of  believers,  receives  advantage  from  thefe 
-hazards  and  fufferings,  they  are  put  to  fallen  their 
hold  the  better  on  Chrift,  to  feek  more  experience 
of  the  real  and  fweet  confolations  of  the  gofpel^ 
which  may  uphold  them  againft  the  counter  blafts  of 
Xuffering.    Thus  is  religion  made  a  more  real  and 
folid  thing  in  the  hearts  of  true  believers ;  they  are 
entered  to  that  way  of  receiving  Chrift  and  his  cro& 
together,  that  they  may  fee  their  bargain,  and  not 
think  it  a  furprife. 

Judgment.']  Though  all  fufferings  are  not  fuch, 
yet,  commonly,  there  is  that  unfuitable  and  unwary 
^walking  s^mong  Chriftians,  that  even  their  fufferings 
for  the  caufe  of  Gqd,  though  unjuft  from  men,  yet 
are  from  God  juft  punifliments  of  their  mifcarriages 
towards  him,  in  their  former  ways;  their  felf-pleafing 
and  earthliriefs,  having  too  high  a  relifh  for  the  de- 
jights  of  this  world,  forgettine  their  inheritance  and 
home,  and  conforming  themfelves  to  the  world,  walk- 
ing too  like  it. 

Mujl  beginS\  The  Church  of  God  is  punifhed, 
while  the  wicked  are  free  ^nd  flourifti  in  the  worldi^ 
pofiibly  all  their  days;  or  if  judgment  reach  them 
here,  yet  it  is  later ;    it  begins  at  the  boufe  of  God. 

u  Thi? 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9S4  ^  COMMENTARY  UPON  [CHAP.  IT* 

I«  This  holds  in  them  who  profefs  hi$  name,  and  are. 
qf  tl^e  yifible  Church,  compared  with  them  who  are 
without  jthe  pale  of  it,  and  are  its  avowed  enemies* 
a.  Thofe  who  profefs  andefire  of  a  more  religious  and 
holy  courfe  of  life  within  the  Church,  cpnfipared 
with  the  profane  multitude,  3.  They  who  are  in- 
deed more  fpiritual  and  holy,  and  come  nearer  unto 
God^  compared  with  others  who  fall  fhort  of  that 
meafure ;  in  all  thefe  refpeds  it  holds,  that  the  Lord 
dpth  more  readily  exercife  them  with  afflidions^  and 
corred  their  wanderings,  than  any  other. 

And  this  truly  is  mod  reafonable,  and  the  reafon 
Iks  in  the  very  riaipe  given  the  Church,  Tbe  Houje 

1.  There  is  equity  in  fuch  a  proceeding :  The  fins 
of  the  Church  have  their  peculiar  aggravations, 
which  fall  not  upon  others ;  that  which  is  fimply  9 
fin  in  ilrangers  to  God,  is,  in  his  people,  the  breach 
of  a  known  and  received  law,  and  a  law  daily  un- 
folded and  fet  before  them ;  yea,  it  is  againit  their 

•  oitb  of  allegiance  ;  it  is  perfidy  and  breach  of  cove- 
iiant,  committed  both  againii  the  cleared  light,  and 
Itrideft  bonds,  and  highefl  mercies ;  and  the  more 
particular  profeflion  of  his  name,  and  teftimonies  of 
his  love,  which  make  fin  the  more  finful,  and  the 
punifhment  of  it  the  more  reafonable.  The  fins  of 
the  Church  are  all  twice  dipt,  Dibapbd^  Ifa.  i,  18. 
k^ve  a  double  dye  ;  they  are  both  breaches  of  the  law„ 
a,nd  they  are  befides  ungrateful  and  difloyal  breaches 
ofpromife. 

2.  As  there  is  unqueftionable  equity^  (o  there  is 
an  evident  congruity  in  it.  God  is  ruler  of  all  the 
world,  but  particularly  of  his  Church,  therefore  here 
called  bis  Houfe^  wherein  he  hath  a  fpecial  refidence 
and  prefence.  And  therefore  it  is  mod  fuitable  that 
there  he  be  fpecially  obferved  and  obeyed,  and  if 
difobeyed,  that  he  take  notice  of  it  and  punifli  it ; 
that  he  fufFer  not  hijiifelf  to  be  diflionopred  to  his 
face  by, thofe  of  his  ow;^  houfe.    And  therefore, 
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whofoever  efdape,  his  owr^  Ihall  not ;  ITou  only  have  I 
Xnoibn  of  all  the  families  of  the  eartb :  Therefore  itfilt 
ipunijh  you  for  a1,l  your  iniquities,  Amos  iii.  2.  He 
that  righteoufly  judges  and  rules  all  nations,  it  i^  fit 
he  make  his  juftice  moft  evident  and  exemplary  iri  • 
his  own  houfc,  where  it  may  beft  be  remarked,  aiii 
where  it  will  beft  appear  how  impartidl  he  is  in  pil- 
niftiing  fin.  So  a  king,  as  the  Pfalmift,  Pful.  ci-i. 
that  he  may  rule  the  land  well,  maikcs  his  own  boUjk 
exemplary-  It  is,  you  know,  one  fpecial  qualificktioa 
of  a  bifliop  and  paftor,  i  Tim*  iii.  4.  To  be  orie'tliat' 
ruletb  well  bis  own  boufe^  bavin^  bis  children  infub^ 
jeSliori ;  for  if  a  man  know  not  bow  to  rule  bis  pwn 
boufe.j  bowjball  he  take  care  qf  the  Church  of  God  f 
Now  this,  therefore,  more  eminently  appears  in  the 
fupreme  Lord  of  the  Church  j  he  rules  it  as  his  owii 
houfe ;  and  therefore,  when  he  finds  difobedience  . 
there,  he  will  firil  panifh  that.  So  he  clears  himfelf^ 
and  the  wicked  world  being  afterwards  punifhed^ 
their  mouths  are  ftopped  with  the  preceding  piiriifli* 
inent  of  the  Church :  Will  he  not  fpare  his  own^j 
yea,  ftiall  they  be  firft  fcourgcd ;  What  then  Jhall  he 
the  end  of  them  that  obey  not  the  gofpel? 

And  indeed  the  purity  of  his  nature,  if  it  be  every 
where  contrary  to  all  finful  impurity,  cannot  bat  moft 
appear  in  his  peculiar  dwelling-houfe  ;  that  he  will 
be  fure  to  have  neat  and  clean.  If  he  hate  fin  all 
the  world  over,  he  hates  it  moft,  and  teftifies  his 
hatred  of  it  moft,  where  it  is  neareft  to  him.  Hfe  Will 
not  endure  if  in  his  prefence  ;  as  cleanly  neat  perfori* 
cannot  well  look  upon  any  thing  that  is  tlafty,  much 
lefs  will  they  fuffer  it  to  come  near  them,  or  touch 
them,  and  to  continue  in  their  prefence  in  the  houfe 
where  they  dwell.  The  Lord  that  is  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity^  Hab.  i.  17.  will  hot  abide  it 
within  his  own  doors ;  and  the  nearer  any  comes  to 
him,  the  lefs  can  he  endure  any  unholinefs,  or  finful 
pollution,  in  them ;  be  will  be  fandlified  in  all  that 
come  nigh  him,  Lev.  x*  3.    So  in  his  minifters :  Oh  I 
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how  pure  ought  they  to  be^  and  how  provoking  and 
hateful  to  him  are  their  impurities!  Therefore,  ii^ 
that  commiflion  to  the  deftroyers,  £zek.  \x.  6.  to 
which  place  the  Apoftle  •  here  may  have  fome  eye, 
G(?,  fkys  he,  flay  tbe  old  and  young  ;  and  begin  at  my 
fandluary.  They  were  they  who  had  polluted  his 
worfhip,  and  there  the  firfl  ftroke  lighted.  And,  ia 
a  fpiritual  fenfe,  becaufe  all  his  people  are  his  eledl 
prieftfaood,  and  (hould  be  bolinefs  to  the  Lord^zni 
when  they  are  not  really  fo,  and  do  not  fanSlify  bim 
in  their  walking,  be  fanSliJies  bimfelf,  and  declares 
bis  holinefs  in  his  judgments  on  them. 

3.  There  is  mercy  in  this  difpenfation  too ;  even 
under  the  habit  of  judgment,  love  walks  fecretly  and 
works  ;  fo  loving  and  fo  wife  a  Father  will  not  undo 
his  children  by  {paring  the  rod,  but  becaufe  be  loves, 
rebukes  and  cbaflens,  Heb,  xii.  6.  Prov.  iii.  11.  Apoc. 
iii.  19.  His  Church  is  his  houfe  ;  therefore,  that  he 
may  delight  in  it,  and  take  pleafure  to  dwell  in  it, 
and  make  it  happy  with  his  prefence,  he  will  have  it 
often  wafhed  and  made  clean,  and  the  filth  and  rub- 
bifti  fcoured  and  purged  out  of  it :  This  argues  bis 
gracious  purpofe  of  abiding  in  it. 

And  as  he  doth  it,  that  he  may  delight  in  his 
people,  (b,  that  they  may  delight  in  him,  and  in  him 
alone;,  be  imbitters  the  bread  of  the  world  to  weaa 
them  ;  makes  the  world  hate  them,  that  they  may 
the  more  eafily  hate  it;  fuffers  them  not  to  fettle 
Upon  it,  and  fall  into  a  complacency  with  it ;  but 
makes  it  unpleafant  to  them  by  many  and  Iharp  af- 
flidions,  that  the^^  may,  with  the  more  willingnefs, 
^come  off,  and  be  untied  from  it,  and  that  they  may 
remember  home  the  more,  and  feek  their  comforts 
above,  that  finding  fo  little  below,. they  may  turn  in 
to  him,  and  delight  themfelves  in  communion  with 
him.  That  the  fweet  incenfe  of  their  prayers  may 
^  afcend  the  more  thick,  he  kindles  thefe  fires  of  trial 
to  them  'y  for.tbough  it  fhould  not  be  fo,  yet  fo  it  is, 

that, 
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that,  in  times  of  eafe,  they  would  eafily  graw  remifs 
and  formal  that  way. 

He  is  gracious  and  wife,  knows  what  he  does  with  ^ 
them,  and  tbe  thoughts  be  thinks  toward  them,  ]er. 
xxix«  II.  All  is  for  their  advantage,  purging  their 
iniquities,Ifa.  xxvii. ;  purges  out  impatience  and  earth-^ 
Ilnefs,  and  felf-will,  and  carnal  fecurity ;  and  thus 
refines  them  for  veffels  of  honour.  We  fee  in  a  jewel- . 
ler's  (hop,  that  as  there  are  pearls  and  diamonds,  and 
other  precious  ftones,  there  are  files,  cutting  inftru-, 
ments,  and  many  fliarp  tools,  for  their  polifliing : 
And  while  they  are  in  the  work-houfe,  they  are  con* 
tinual  neighbours  to  them,  and  come  often  under 
them.  The  Church  is  God's  jewellery,  his  work- 
boufe,  where  his  jewels  ate  a  polifhing  for  his  palace 
and  houfe;  andthofe  he  efpecially  efteems  and  means 
to  make  moft  refplendent,  he  hath  ofteneft  his  tools 
upon  them.  ♦ 

Thus  obferve  it,  as  in  the  Church  to  other  focie- 
ties,  fo  is  it  in  a  congregation  or  family  belonging  to 
it,  if  there  be  one  more  diligently  feeking  after  God 
than  the  reft,  he  (hall  probably  meet  with  more  trials, 
and  be  oftener  under  afflidion  than  any  of  the  com»~ 
paqy ;  either  under  contempt  and  fcorn,  o^  poverty 
and  ficknefs,  or  fome  one  preflure  or  other,  outward 
or  inward;  and  thofe  inward  trials  are  the  neareft 
and  (harpeft  which  the  world  fees  leaft,  and  yet  the 
foul  feels  moft  :  And  yet  all  thefe,  both  outward  and 
inward,  have  love,  unfpeakable  love  in  them  all,  to 
purge  and  polifii  them ;  and,  by  increafing  of  grace, 
do  fit  them  for  glory. 

Inf.  I.  Let  us  not  be  fo  foolifh  as  to  promife  our- 
felves  impunity  on  account  of  our  relation  to  God, 
2is  his  Church  in  convenant  with  him.  If  once  we 
thought  fo,  fure  our  experience  hath  undeceived  us. 
And  let  not  what  we  have  fuffered  harden  us,  as  if 
the  worft  were  paft.  We  may  rather  fear  its  being 
a  pledge,  and  beginning,  of  (harper  judgment.  Why 
do  we  not  confider  our  unhumbled  and  unpurged 

Vol.  n.  K.  k  condition, 
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condition,  and  tremble  before  the  Lord-?  Woold  we 
fave  bim  a  labour^  be  would  take  it  well*  Let  as 
purge  our  Cojahs  that  he  tm.f  not  be  put  to  further 
purging  bj  new  judgments.  Were  we  Ibuvfy  read^ 
ing  our  prefent  conditionr  ^^^  would  fee  veny  legible 
fbre-figns  of  further  judgmeniSA^  a9  for  i-nflatice : 
I.  The  Lord  takiisg  away  his  eminen-t  a&4  worthy 
fervants,  who  are  as  the  very  pillars,  of  the  public 
peace  and  wel^e ;  and  taking  away  counfel  and 
courage,  and  union,  frons.  the  reft ;  forfakiDg  us  in 
our  meetings,  and  kaving  us  i^  the  dark  to  grope 
and  rulh  one  upon  another.  ^^  The  dilfenfions  and 
jarrings  in  the  (tare  and  ckurch,  are  likely  from  ima- 
gination to  bring  it  to  a  reality.  Thefe  unnattrral 
burnings  threaten  new  fires  oi^  public  jodgmests  to 
be  kindled  amongft  us.  3.  That  general  defpi<fing  of 
'  the  gofpel,  and  abounding  of  profanenefs  rbrouglM^ut 
the  land,  not  yet  purged,  but  as  our  great  fitr  remain- 
,ing  in  us,  calls  for  more  five  and  more  boilin^*^  4. 
The  general  coldnefs  a^nd  dteadnefs  of  fpirit,  want  of 
that  zeal  for  God,  that  co^misiuinion  of  faints,  that 
mutual  ftirring  up  one  another  to  holtne&,  and  which 
is  the  fource  of  all,  the  ceafing  of  prayer,  that  frozen 
benufnmedncfs  in  that  fo  neceflary  wowkr  in  that  pre- 
venter of  judgment^,  that  binder  of  the  hands  of 
God  from  puniihments,  and  opener  of  them  unto  us, 
for  the  pouring  forth  af  mercies.  Oh  !  this  is  a  fad 
condition  in  itfelf,  though  it  portended  no  further 
judgment,  the  Lord  hiding  himfelf,  and  the  fpirit  of 
zeal  and  prayer  withdrawny  and  fcarceany  lamenting 
it,  or  fo  much  as  perceiving  it.  Where  are  our  days 
either  of  folemn  prayer  or  praifes,  as  if  there  were 
caufe  of  neither,  and  yet  tl^ere  is  clear  caufc  of  both. 
Truly,  my  brethren,  we  have  need,  if  ever,  to  beftir 
ourfelves  ;  are  not  thefe  kingdoms  at  this  prefent 
brought  to  the  extreme  point  of  their  higheft  hazard  ? 
and  yet,  who  lays  it  to  heart  ? 

Inf.  2.  Learn  to  put  a  right  conftru&ioo.  on  all 
God*3  dealings  with  bis  Church,  and  with  thy  foul. 

For 
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F<or  bis  Chuicli^  tib&m  may  be  a  time  wberein  thou 

fiiait  fee  it  not  ody  tofled,  but,  to  thy  thinking, 

eorered  and  ,fw;;anowed  up  with  tc^rs ;  but  wait  a 

little,  tC'&aU  arrive  fkfe.     This  is  a  common  ftum- 

bltng  ftone,  but  walk  by  the  light  of  the  word,  and 

the  eye  of  faith  looking  ton  it,'  aind.  thou  ihalt  pafs  by 

I       aiid  ^ot  ftaijnble  .at  it.     The  Church  mourns,  and 

i       Babylon  'iings.  Jits  as  a  queen.  Rev.  Kviii.  7.  but  for 

I       how  k)ag  ?   She  ihall  cvm^  down  and  Jit  in  the  du/i^ 

:       l&u  xld.  I.  ;  and  Siom  Ihali  be  glorious,  and  put  on 

\       her  bcsutijiil garments,  Ifa.  lii.  r.  while  Babylon  (hall 

t       not  look  for  another  Revelation  ^,  to  ra\fe  her  again  ; 

f       no,  ibe  (hail  oerer  ri(e.     The  angel  took  uip  a  ftonc 

^       14ke  a  great  millftpne,  andcali  it  into  the  fea,  fayifig^ 

TbMs^  with  violence,  -/^a/jf  the  great  city  flabyloo  be 

thrown  JvwKj  and^dll  he  J&und  no  more  at  all^  R.ey« 

XTiii.  20,  21. 

i  Be  notfudden,  tabe  God's  work  tc^etber,  and  do 

not  judge  of  it  by  jyarcels.     It  is  Ln^deed  allwiiKiiom 

and  righteoiufnefs ;  but  ure  fhsdl  beft  (difcern  the 

I       beauty  of  k  when  we  look  on  iit  in  ibi  frame,  and 

when  it  fhall  be  £li11!^  oompleted  and  finiihed,  and 

our  eyes  enlightened  to  take  a  fuller  and   clearer 

view   of  it  than   we  caa  Jiave  here.     Oh  !    m^bat 

w<M)der !   wbat  eadle&  wondcioiag  will  it  then  com- 

niaiod !  v 

We  read  of  Jofeph  hated,  and  fold,  aiad  inajpriron- 
ed,  and  all  mold  unjuftly  1;  but  beGiaiji&  within  a  leaf 
or  two,  we  fmd  liim  freed  and  eKalted,  aiAd  his  bre- 
thren coming  fupplieants  to  him,  ive  are  .fatis£ed. 
But  when  we  look  00  tfaingfi  which  are  for  the  pre- 
fent  clpudy  and  dark,  our  impatknt  hafty  fpirits 
cannot  learn  to  wait  a  lihie  till  we  fee  the  other  .fide, 
and  what'Kf^tf  tie  Lord  makes^  Wo  fee  judgment 
beginning  at  the  bouje  oj  God,  and  this  perplexes  us, 
wjiil.e  Wie  cpnfider  npt  the  reft,  IVbat  Jhull  be,  tbei  end 

*  iPc$ha^,ftti^  OricioiJ  n^iag  might  be  reuoiutions  but(>as 
Revelation  or  Apoc^y^e  ytiXX  ^ve  fom^,  ^hoi4gk  a  lefs  perfpi* 
cuous  I'enfe,  the  Editor  would  not  take  the  liberty  to  change  it. 
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of  tbem  that  obey  not  the  gofpel?  God  begins  the 
judgment  on  his  Church  for  a  little  time,  that  it  may 
end  and  reft  upon  his  enemies  for  ever.  And  in^ 
deed  he  leaves  the  wicked  laft  in  the  punifhment ; 
and  defers  it  that  he  may  make  ufe  of  them  for  the 
puniftiing  of  his  Church.  They  are  bis  rod,  Ifa.  x.  !• 
But,  then  when  he  hath  done  that  work  with  them^ 
they  are  broken  and  burnt,  ver.  i6;  and  that  when 
they  are  at  the  height  of  their  infolence  and  boaft- 
ing ;  not  knowing  what  hand  moves  them,  and 
fmites  his  people  with  them  for  a  while,  till  the  day 
of  their  confuming  come,  ver.  24,  25.  Let  the  vile  ene- 
my that  hath  (bed  our  blood,  and  infulted  over  us, 
rejoice  in  their  prefent  fparing,  and  in  mefas  pro- 
curing of  it,  and  pleading  for  it"^.  There  is  another, 
band  whence  we  may  look  for  juftice  ;  and  though  it 
may  be  the  judgment  begun  at  us  is  not  yet  ended, 
and  that  we  may  yet  further  (and  that  juftly)  find 
them  our  fcourge,  yet,  certainly,  we  may  and  ought 
to  look  beyond  that  unto  the  end  of  the  Lord's  work; 
which  (hall  be  the  ruin  of  his  enemies,  and  the  peace 
of  his  people,  and  the  glory  of  his  name. 

But  we  now  come  to  confider  God  dealing  with 
the  wicked,  The  end  of  them  that  obey  not  the  gofpeL 
The  end  of  all  the  ungodly  is  terrible  ;  but  efpecially 
of  fuch  as  heard  the  gofpel,  and  have  not  received 
and  obeyed  it. 

The  word  a«rf(OsvT«»  hath  in  it  both  unbelief  and 
difqbedienqe,  and  thefe  are  infeparable.  Unbelief 
is  the  grand  point  of  difobedience  in  itfelf,  and  the 
fpring  of  all  other  difobedience :  And  {Hty  it  is  that 
men  will  not  believe  it  to  be  thus. 

They  think  it  an  eafy  and  a  common  thing  to  be- 
lieve.    Who    doth   not   believe  ?    Oh !    but  rather, 

who 

.  *  1  am  ready  to  believe  this  refers  to  the  efcape  6f  many 
who  had  deferved  the  fevereft  puniihnients,  for  their  part  in  the 
gfahd  Irifli  rebellion,  bat  were  fcreened  by  the  favour  of  ibme. 
great  noeni  in  the  reiga  of  King  Charles.  IJU 
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who  does  ?  Wbo  both  believed  our  report?  Ifa.  liii.  i. 
Were  our  own  mifery,  and  the  happinefs  that  is 
in  Chrifty  believed,  were  the  riches  of  Chrift,  and 
the  love  of  Chrift^  believed,  would  not  this  perfuade 
men  to  forfake  their  fins  and  th^  world,  to  embrace 
him? 

But  men  run  away  with  an  extraordinary  fancy 
of  believing,  and  do  not  deeply  confider  what  news 
the  gofpel  brings,  and  how  much  it  concerns  them. 
Sometimes,  it  may  be,  they  have  a  fudden  thought  of 
it,  and  they  think,  I  will  think  00  it  better  at  fome 
other  time.  But  when  comes  that  time  ?  One  bufi- 
nels  fteps  in  after  another,  and  (huffles  it  out.  Men 
are  not  at  leifure  to  be  &ved. 

Obferve  the  phrafe.  The  gojpel  of  God.  It  is  his 
embaify  of  peace  to  men,  the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  , 
free  love  opened  and  fet  forth ;  not  fimply  to  be 
looked  on,  but  laid  hold  on.  The  glorious  holy  God 
declaring  his  mind  of  agreement  with  man  in  his 
own  Son ;  his  blood  ftreaming  forth  in  it  to  waih 
away  uncleannefs,  and  yet  this  gofpel  is  not  obeyed. 
Sure  the  conditions  of  it  muft  be  very  hs^rd,  and 
the  commands  muft  be  intolerably  grievous,  that 
they  are  not  hearkened  to.  Why,  judge  you  if  they 
be.  The  great  command  is  that,  to  receive  that  faU 
vation  ;  and  the  other  is  this,  to  love  that  Saviour ; 
and  there  is  no  more.  Perfed  obedience  is  not  now 
the  thing.  And  the  obedience  which  i^  required, 
that  love  makes  fweet  and  eafy  to  i^s,  and  acceptable 
to  him.  This  is  proclaimed  to  all  that  hear  the  gof- 
pel, and  the  greateft  part  refufe  it ;  they  love  them- 
felves,  and  their  lufts,  and  this  prefent  world,  and 
will  not  change,  and  fp  they  perifli. 

They  perilh.  What  is  that  ?  What  is  their  end  ?  I 
will  anfwtr  that  but  as  the  Apoftle  doth,  and  that  is 
even  aiking  the  queftio^  over  again,  Wbat'Jballhe 
tbeir  end  ? 

There  is  no  fpeaking  of  it ;  a  curtain  is  drawi)  \ 
filent  wonder  exprelTcs  it  beft,  telUng  it  cannot  be 

e^cprefled. 
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exprefled.  How  then  fliall  it  he  endiiiped  ?  It  is  tnie, 
that  there  be  reiemblanoes  uied  in  Scripture,  giving 
us  fome  glance  of  it ;  ire  hear  Qf  a  burning  lake^  a 
fire  that  is  not  qu^ncbed^  and  a  worm  thai  dies  mt^ 
Ifa.  Ixvi.  24.  Mark  ix.  44.  Rev.  xxi.  S. ;  but  tbefe  are 
biit  fliadows  to  the  real  mifery  of  them  that  obey  not 
the  gofpel.  Oh !  to  be  filled  with  the  wrath  of  God, 
the  ever  living  God,  for  ever !  What  words  oc 
thoughts  can  reach  it !  Oh  !  eternity,  eternity  ;  Oh ! 
that  we  did  believe  it. 

This  fame  parallel  of  the  Lord's  dealing  with  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  is  continued  in  the  fol- 
lowing v^rfe  in  other  terms^  for  the  clearer  expcdf- 
fion,  and  deeper  impreffion  of  it. 

Ver.  18.  ^nd  if  the  righteous  Jcarcely  hefaved^  where 
Jhall  the  ungodly  and  tbejinner  appear? 

IT  is  true,  then,  that  they  are  ytarf^^^wrf,  even  they 
that  endeavour  to  walk  uprightly  in  the  ways  of 
God,  that  is,  the  righteous;  thty  ^nfcarcefyfwed. 
That  imports  not  any  uncertainty  or  hazard  in  the  • 
thing  itfelf  to  the  end,  in  refpeft  of  the  purpofe,  and 
performance  of  God,  but  only  the  great  difficulties, 
and  hard  encounters  in  the  way ;  that  they  go 
through  fo  many  temptations  and  tribulations,  fo 
mnny  Jightings  without,  and  fears  within  ;  the  Chrifti- 
an  being  fo  fimpie  and  weak,  and  his  enemies  fo 
crafty  and  powerful ;  and  the  oppofitions  of  the 
wicked  world  being  fo  many  and  great,  their  hatreds, 
and  fcoms,  and  moleftatiohs,  the  flights  and  violence 
of  Satan,  and,  the  worft  of  all,  the  ftrength*  of  their 
own  corruptions,  Alas  there  is,  by  reafon  of  abound- 
ing  corruption,  fuch  frequent,  almoft  continual, 
need  of  purging,  by  afflidions  and  trials;  to  be  ftiH 
under  phyfic;  to  be  of  neceffity  at  fome  times 
drained  and  brought  fo  low,  that  there  is  fcarcc 
ftJrength  or  life  ^remaining  in  them.      ' 

.     »  .   -  And 
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And,  trulj,  all  outward  difficulties  would  be  but 
matter  of  eafe,  would  be  as  nothing,  were  it  not 
the  incumbrance  of  lufls  and  corruptions  within* 
Were  a  man  to^  meet  difgraces  and  fufierings  for 
Chrtily  how  eafil^  woaltd  he  go  throilgh  them,  yea, 
and  rejoice  in  them,  were  he  rid  of  the  fretting  im- 
patience^ the  pridcy  and  felfloTe,  of  his  own  carnal 
heart.  Thefe  clog  and  trouble  him  word,  and  he 
cannot  Ihake  them  off,  nor  prevail  againft  them  with* 
out  much  pains,  many  prayers  and  tears ;  and  many 
thoes  after  mudi  wreiUing,  he  fcarce  finds  that  he 
bath  gained  any  ground :  Yea,  fometimes  he  is  foil* 
ed  and  caft  down  by  them. 

And  fo  in  all  other  duties,  fuch  a  fighting  and 
continual  combat  with  a  revolting  backfliding  heart, 
the  flefh  pulling,  and  dragging  downwards ;  when 
he  would  mount  up,  he  finds  himfelf  as  a  bird  with  a 
fione  tied  to  its  foot ;  hath  wings  that  flutter  to  be 
upwards,  but  is  prcffed  down  with  tie  weight  fiift- 
ened  to  him*  What  ftroggling  with  wanderings  and 
deadne&  in  hearing,  and  reading,  and  prayer !  and 
that  which  is  moil  grievous  is,  that,  by  their  unwary 
walking,  arid  the  prevailing  of  fome  corruption,  they 
grieve  tbe  Spirit  of  Gody  and  provoke  him  to  bide  bis 
face^  and  withdraw  his  comforts !  How  much  pain 
to  attain  any  thing,  any  particular  grace  of  humility, 
or  meeknefs,  01  felf-denial;  and  if  any  thing  be 'at- 
tained, how  bard  to  ke^  and  maintain  it  againft  the 
contrary  party  !  How  often  are  they  driven  back  to 
their  old  point !  If  they  do  but  ceafe  from  ftriving  a 
little,  they  are  carried  back  by  the  ftream  :  And  what 
returns  of  doubtings  and  mifbelief,  after  they  thought 
they  were  got  fomewhat  above  them  I  in  fo  much  that 
fometimes  they  are  at  the  point  of  giving  over,  and 
thinking  it  will  never  do  for  them.  And  yet  through 
all  thefe  they  are  brought  fafe  home.  There  i^  ano* 
ther  ftrength  which  beairs  them  up,  and  brings  them 
through  \  but  thefe  things,  and  many  more  of  this 
nature,  argue  the  difficulty  of  their  courfe^  and  that 

it 
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^t  is  not  {o  eafy  a  thing  to  come  to  heaven  as  moil 
imagine  it. 

Inf.  Thou  that  findeft  fo  little  ftbp  and  confliA  in 
it,  goeft  thy  round  of  external  duties,  and  all  is  well, 
art  no  more  troubled ;  thou  haft  need  to  inquire,  after 
a  long  time  fpent  in  that  way.  Am  I  right  ?  Am  I 
not  yet  to  begin  ?  Sure  this  looks  not  like  the  way  to 
heaven;  as  it  is  defcribed  in  the  Scripture  ;  it  is  too 
fmooth  and  eafy  to  be  right; 

And  if  tfie  way  of  the  righteous  be  fo  hard,  then 
how  hard  (hall  be  the  end  pf  the  ungodly  and  fin- 
ner  that  w^ks  in  fin  with  delight.  It  were  ftrange 
if  they  (hould  be  at  fuch  pains,  and  with  great  diffi- 
culty attain  their  end :  And  he  (hould  come  in  a- 
mongft  them  in  the  end.  They  were  fools  indeed, 
true,!  if  it  were  fo;  but  what  if  it  be  not  fo?  Then 
the  wicked  is  the  fool,  and  fliall  find  he  is:  When 
he  fhall  not  be  able  to  Jiand  in  judgment^  where  Jbali 
he  appear?  P'fali  i.^.  When  to  the  end  he  might 
not  appear,  he  would  be  glad  to  be  fmothered  under 
the  weight  of  the  hills  and  mounuins,  if  they  could 
fhelter  him  from  appearing  ? 

And  what  is  the  aim  of  all  this  which  we  have 
fpoken,  or  can  fpeak,  on  this  fubjedl,  but.that  ye  may 
he  moved  to  take  into  deeper  thoughts  the  concern- 
ment of  your  immortal  fouls.  Oh  !  that  you  would 
be  perfuaded.  Oh  !  that  you  would  make  in  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  feek  falvation  in  him.  Seek  to  be  cover- 
ed with  his  rigbteoufne&,  and  to  be  led  by  his  Spirit 
in  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs.  That  will  feal  to  you 
the  happy  certainty  of  the  end,  and  overcome  for 
you  all  the  difficulties  of  the  way.  What  is  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift  preached  for?  What  was  the  blood 
of  Chrift  flied  for?  Was  it  not,  that  by  receiving 
him,  we  might  efcape  condemnation  ?  Nay,  this  drew 
him  from  htzvea  y  for  be  came  that  we  might  have  , 
/{/2r,  and  might  have  it  more  abundantly^  John  x.  4. 

Ver, 
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Ver.  I9.  Wherefore^  let  them  that  fuffer  according  to 
the  will  of  God^  comfhit  the  keepiftg  of  their  fouls 
to  him  in  well-doings  as  utito  a  faithful  Creator. 

NOTHING  doth  (b  eftablilh  thfe  mind  amidft 
the  toUings  and  turbulency  of  prefent  things^ 
as  both  a  look  above  them^  and  a  look  beyond  them  ; 
above  them,  td  the  fteady  and  good  hand  by  which 
they  are  ruled ;  and  beyond  thepi^  to  the  fweet  and 
beautiful  end,  to  which,  by  that  hand»  they  fhall  be 
brought.  This  the  Apoftle  lays  here  as  the  founda- 
tion of  that  {)atience  and  peace  in  troubles,  where- 
with he  would  have  his  brethren  furriilhed,  And 
thus  he  clofes  this  chapter  in  thcfe  words :  Wherefore^ 
let  them  that  fuffer  according  to  the  will  of  God,  com^ 
init  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  bim  in  well-doing,  as 
unto  a  faithful  Creator. 

The  words  contain  the  true  principle  of  Chriftian 
patience  and  tranquillity  of  mind  in  the  fufFerings  of 
this  life,  ekpreiling  both  wherein  it  confifts^  and  what 
are  the  grounds  of  it. 

I.  Wherein  it  confifts:  it  lies  in  this,  committing 
the  foul  unto  God  i  the  word  c»  «y«^oirAi'f  added»  is  a 
true  qualification  of  this,  that  it  be  in  well-doings  ac- 
cording to  the  preceding  dodrine,  which  the  Apoftle 
gives  clearly  and  largely,  ven  15,  16.  If  men  would 
have  inward  peace  amidft  outward  trouble,  they  muft 
walk  by  the  rule  of  peace, .  and  keep  ftridtly  to  it. 
If  you  would  corpmit  your  foul  to  the  kcepipg  of* 
God,  know  he  is  a  holy  God ;  and  an  unholy  foul 
that  Walks  in  any  way  of  wickednefs,  known  or  fe- 
cret,  is  no  fit  commodity  to  put  into  his  pure  hand 
to  keep :  Therefore,  as  you  would  have  this  confidence 
to  give  your  holy  God  the  keeping  of  your  fo;il,  and 
that  he  will  accept  of  it,  arid  take  it  ofi*  your  handp 
beware  of  wilful  pollutions  and  unholy  w^ys^  Wajk 
fo  as  you  may  riot  difcredit  your  Protestor,  and  move 
tiirn  to  be  afiiamed  of  you^  and  difclaim  you.    Shalt 
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it  be  faid  that  you  live  under  bis;  (belter^  and  yet 
walk  inordinately  ?  As  tbis  cannot  well  be,  you  can- 
not well  believe  it  to  be.  Loofe  ways  will  loofen 
your  bold  of  bim,  and  confidence  in  bim.  You  will 
be  driven  to  queftion  your  intcreft,  and  to  tbink, 
•*  Sure,  1  do  but  delude  niyfelf ;  can  I  be  under*  his 
"  fafeguard,  and  yet  follow  the  courfe  of  the  world, 
"  and  my  corrupt  heart  ?"  Certainly,  let  who  will 
be  fo,  be  will  not  be  a  guardian  and  patron  of  wick- 
ednpfs :  No,  be  is  not  a  God  that  bath  pleafure  in 
wickednefj,  nor  Jball  evil  dwell  with  bim^  Pfal.  v.  4. 
If  thou  give  thy  foul  to  him  to  keep  upon  terms  of 
liberty  to  fin,  be  will  turn  it  out  of  bis  doors,  and 
rentit  it  back  to  thee  to  look  to  as  thou  wilt  tbyfelf. 
Tea,  in  the  ways  of  fin,  thou  doft,  indeed,  fteal  it 
back,  and  carrieft  it  out  from  him.  Thou  putteft 
thyfelf  out  of  the  compafs  of  his  defence,  goeft  with- 
out the  trenches,  abd  art,  at  thine  own  hazard,  ex- 
pofed  to  armies  of  miiicbiefs  and  miferies. 

Inf.  This,  then,  is  principally  to  be. looked  to;  you 
that  would  have  fafety  in  God  in  evil  times,  beware 
of  evil  ways ;  for  in  ibefe  it  cannot  be.  If  you  will 
be  fafe  in  him,  you  mull  flay  with  bim,  and  in  all 
your  ways  keep  within  him  as  your  fortrefs ;  now 
in  the  ways  of  fin  you  run  out  from  him. 

Hence  it  is  we  have  fo  little  eftablilhed  confidence 
in  God  in  times  of  trial.  We  take  ways  of  our  own, 
and  will  be. gadding,  and  fo  we  are  furprifed  and 
takep,  as  they  that  arc  often  venturing  out  into  the 
enemy's  reach,  and  cannot  ftay  within  the  walls.  It 
is  no  .idle  repetition,  PfaL  xci.  i.  He  that  dwelletb  in 
tbe  fecret  place  of  tbe  Moji  H^gb^  Jball  abide  under 
tbe  Jbadow  of  tbe  Almighty.  He  that  wanders  not^ 
but  ftays  there,  fhall  find  bimfelf  there  hid  from 
danger ;  they  that  rove  out  from  God  in  their  ways, 
are  difquieted  and  tofled  with  fears  ;  this  is  the  fru^ 
oftbeir  own  ways;  but  the  foul  that  is  indeed  given, 
to  him  to  keep,  keeps  near  him. 

Study 
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Study  pure  and  holy  walking,  if  you  would  have 
jtour  confidence  firm,  and  have  boldnefs  and  joy  in 
God.  You  will  find  that  a  little  fin  will  (hake  your 
truft,  and  difl:urb  your  peace  more  than  the  greateft 
fuSertngs;  yea»  in  the  greateft  extremity  of  fufferings, 
your  aflurance  and  joy  in  God  will  grow  and  abound 
moft,  if  &n  be  kept  out«  That  is  the  troubie-feaft 
that  difquiets  the  confcience,  which,  while  it  conti^ 
nues  goody  is  a  continual  feajl^  So  much  fio  as  gets 
in,  fo  much  peace  will  go  out :  Affli<^ions  cannot 
break  in  upon  it  to  br^ak  it,  but  fin  doth.  All  the 
winds  which  blow  about  the  earth  from  all  points 
ftir  it  not,  only  that  within  the  bowels  of  it  makes 
the  earthquake. 

I  do  not  mean  that  for  infirmities  a  Chriilian  ought 
to  be  difcouraged ;  but  take  heed  of  walking  in  any 
way  of  fin ;  for  that  will  unfettle  thy  confidence. 
Innocency  and  holy  walking  makes  the  foul  of  a 
found  conftitution,  that  the  counter-blafis  of  afflic- 
tion wear  not  out,  nor  alter  it.  Sin  makes  it  fickly 
and  crazy,  that  it  can  endure  nothing;  therefore 
ftudy  to  keep  your  confciences  pure,  and  they  (hall 
be  peaceable,  yea,  in  the  worft  times  commonly  moft 
peaceable,  and  bed  furnilhed  with  fpiritual  confi- 
dence and  comfort. 

Let  fuch  commit  the  keeping  of  tbeir  fouls  to  God* 
The  Lord  is  an  entire  protestor,  he  keeps  the  bodies^ 
yea,  all  that  belongs  to  the  believer,  and  as  much  as 
is  good  for  him,  makes  all  fafe,  keeps  all  his  bones^  not 
one  of  tbem  is  broken j  Pfal.  xxxiv.  18. ;  yea,  fays  our 
Saviour,  Tbe  very  bairs  of  your  bead  are  numbered^ 
Matth.  X.  30.  But'that  which,  as  in  the  believer's 
account,  and  in  God's  account,  fo  is  certainly  in  itfelf 
mofl:  precious,  is  principally  committed  and  received 
into  keepipg,  tbeir  fouls. 

They  would  moft  gladly  be  fecured  in  that  here, 
and  that  (hall  be  fafe  in  the  midft  of  all  hazards; 
their  concern  is,  that  whatfoever  be  loft,  that  may 
not;  that  is  the  jewel;  therefore  the  prime  care  of 
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that,  if  it  be  fafe,  all  is  well,  it  is  riches  enough. 
What  Jhall  it  proJU  a  maUy  though  be  gain  the  wbol^ 
nvorldt  fays  our  Saviour,  and  lofe  bis  own  foul?  Mark 
viii.  36. ;  and  fo,  what  (hall  it  difprofit  a  man,  though 
he  lofe  the  whole  world,  if  he  gain  his  foul  ?  Nothing 
at  all.  , 

When  times  of  trial  come.  Oh  !  what  a  buftle  to 
hide  this  and  that,  to  fly,  and  carry  away,  and  make 
fafe,  that  which  is  but  trafh  and  rubbifh  to  the  pre<>- 
cious  foul :  but  how  few  thoughts  of  that !  Were  we 
in  our  wits,  that  would  be  all  at  all  times,  not  only 
in  trouble,  but  in  days  of  peace.  Oh  !.  how  (hall  I 
make  fure  about  my  foul  ?  Let  all  go  as  it  may,  can 
I  be  fecured  and  perfuaded  in  that  point  ?  1  deiire 
no  more. 

Now,  the  way  is  this,  commit  them  to  God ;  this 
many  fay,  but  few  do,  give  them  into  bis  hand,  lay 
them  up  there  ;  fo  the  word  is,  and  they  are  fafe,  and 
.may  be  quiet  and  compofed. 

In  patience  pojfefs  your  fouls^  fays  our  Saviour, 
Luke  xxiv.  19. ;  impatient  fretthig  fouls  are  out  of 
themfelves,  their  owners  do  not  poflefs  them.  Now, 
the  way  to  poflefs  them  ourfelves  in  patience,  is  thus 
to  commit  them  to  him  in  confidence  ;  then  we  only 
pofTefs  them,  when  he  keeps  them.  They  are  eafily 
difquieted  and  (haken  in  pieces  while  they  are  in  our 
hands;  but  in  his  hand,  they  are  above  the  reach  of 
dangers. and  fears. 

Inf.,  a.  Learn  from  hence,  wl^at  is  the  proper  aft 
of  faith  ;  it  rolls  the  foul  over  on  God,  ventures  it  in 
his  hand,  and  refts  fatisfied  concerning  it,  being 
there,  And  there  is  no  way  but  this,  to  be  quiet 
within,  to  be  impregnable  and  immovable  in  all 
fiflaults,  and  fixed  in  all  changes,  believing  on  free 
love ;  therefore  be  perfuaded  to  refolve  in  that,  not 
doubting  and  difputing,  whether  fhall  1  believe  or 
not?  Shall  I  think  he  will  fufifer  nie  to  lay  my  foul 
ypoq  him  to  keep?  fo  unworthy,  fo  guilty  a  foul, 
were  it  not  prcf^mption  \   Oh !  what  fayeft  thou  ? 

why 
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why  d9ft  thou  thus  difhonour  him,  and  difquiet  thy* 
felf  ?  i^  thou  hail  a  purpofe  to  walk  in  any  way  of 
wickednefs,  indeed  thou  art  not  for  htm  ;  yea,  thou 
comeft  not  near  him  to  give  him  thy  foul.  But 
wouldft  thou  have  it  delivered  from  fin,  rather  than 
from  trouble,  yea,  rather  than  from  hell ;  is  that  the 
<:hief  fafety  thou  feekeft,  to  be  kept  from  iniquity, 
from  thine  iniquity,  thy  beloved  fins  ?  Doll  thou  defire 
to  dwell  in  him,  and  walk  with  him  ?  then,  whatfo- 
ever  is  thy  guiltinefs  and  unworthinefs,  come  for- 
ward, and  give  him  thy  foul  to  keep.  If  he  fhould 
feem  to  refufe  it,  prefs  it  on  him  ;  if  he  fi:retch  not 
forth  his  hand,  lay  it  down  at  his  foot,  and  leave  it 
there,  and  refolvc  not  to  take  it  back ;  fay,  "  Lord 
"  thou  haft  made  us  thofe  fouls  ;  thou  calleft  for 
*'  them  again  to  be  committed  to  thee  :  Here  is  one. 
*'  It  is  unworthy ;  but  what  foul  is  not  fo  ?  Is  moft 
**  unworthy  ;  but  therein  will  the  riches  of  thy  grace 
**  appear  moft  in  receiving  it.'*  And  thus  leave  it 
with  him,  and  know  he  will  make  thee  a  >good  ac- 
count of  it.  Now,  lofe  goods,  or  credit,  or  friends, 
or  life  itfelf,  it  imports  not ;  the  main  concern  is  fure, 
if  fo  be  thy  foul  be  out  of  hazard ;  IJuffer  tbefe  tbingi 
for  the  gofpel,  fays  the  Apoftle,  %  Tim.  i.  11,  12.  ne- 
^ertbelefs  I  am  not  ajhamed  ;  why  ?  for  I  know  wbom 
J  have  trujled,  and  am  perfuaded  that  be  is  able  to  keep 
tbat  wbicb  I  have  committed  to  him  againjl  that  day. 

idly.  We  now  proceed  to  conlider'  the  ground  of 
this  confidence ;  which  is  in  thefe  two  things  in  him 
whom  we  truft,  ability  zn^L  fidelity.  There  is  much 
in  perfuafion  of  the  power  of  God ;  though  few  think 
they  queftion  that ;  there  is  in  us  fecret  undifcovered 
unbelief,  even  in  that  point ;  therefore  the  Lord  fo 
often  makes  mention  of  it  in  the  Prophets,  Ifa.  1.  3. 
&c.  And,  in  this  point,  the  Apoftle  particularly  ex- 
prefles,  /  am  perfuaded  tbat  he  is  able  to  keep,  &c. 
So  this  Apoftle,  chap.  i.  5.  Kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  falvation,  ready  to  be  revealed  in 
fbe  lafl  time.    Thi?  is  very  needful  to  be  confidered 
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in  rc^rd  of  the  many  and  gr^at  oppofitiimB  and  dao^ 
gers,  and  powet-ful  enemies  that  (bek  after  our  fouls^ 
He  is  able  io  keep  tbem^  for  he  if  Jttfmger  than  all, 
mnd  none  can  pluck  them  out  of  bis  band,  fay^  our  Sa- 
viour,  John  x.  29.  This  the  Apoftle  here  hath  in 
that  word  9  Creator ;  if  he  was  able  to  givt  them  be- 
ings fure  he  is  able  to  keep,  them  from  peri Ihing. 
This  relation  of  a  Creatcnr  implies  likewife  a  benign 
propenfion  and  good- will  to  the  works  of  his  hands. 
If  he  gave  them  us  at  firft^  when  once  they  were  not, 
forming  them  of  nothing,  will  he  not  give  us  them 
again,  being  put  into  his  band  for  fafety  ? 

And  as  he  is  powerful,  he  is  no  lefs  faithful,  a 
faithful  Creator,  truth  ifcfelf  Them  that  believe  on 
him  he  never  deceives  nor  difappoints*  Well  might 
St  Paul  fay,  /  kno^  whom  I  have  trilled,  ^  Tim.  i. 
12.  Oh !  the  advantage  of  faith.  It  engages  the 
'  truth  and  power  of  God,  his  rojal  word  and  honour 
lies  upon  it,  tb  preibrve  the  foul  that  faith  gives  him 
in  keeping.  If  he  remain'  able  and  faithful  to, per- 
form his  word,  that  foul  fhall  not  petifh. 

There  be  in  the  words  other  two  grounds  of  quiet- 
nefs  of  fpirit  in  fuSerings :  i.  It  is  according  to  the 
will  of  God.  Tbpbelieving  foul,  fubjeded  and  le- 
velled to  that  will,  complying  with  his  good  pleafure 
in  all,  cannot  have  a  more  powerful  perfuaflve  than 
this,  that  all  is  ordered  by  his  will.  This  fettled  in 
the  heart,  would  fettle  it  much,  and  make  it  even  in 
all  things,  not  only  to  know,  but  wifely  and  deeply 
to  confider,  that  it  is  thus :  'That  all  is  meafured  in 
heaven,  every  drachm  of  thy  troubles  weighed  by  that 
ikilful  hand,  that  doth  all  in  weight,  number,  and 
meafure. 

And  then,  confider  him  as  thy  God  and  Father, 
who  hath  taken  fpecial  charge  of  thee,  and  thy  foul ', 
thou  hall  given  it  to  him,  and  he  hath  received  it. 

And,  upon  this  coniideration,  ftudy  to  follow  bis 
will  in  all,  to  have  no  will  but  his.  This  is  thy  duty 
and  thy  wifdom.    Nothing  is  gained  by  fpurning 

and 
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and  ftrugglingrbut  to  hurt  and  vex  thyfelf ;  but  by 
complying,  all  is  gained,  fweet  peace ;  it  is  the  very 
fccret,  the  myftery  of  folid  peace  within,  to  refign  to 
his  will,  to  be  diipofed  at  his  pleafu|e,  without  the 
icaft  contrary  thought.  And  thus,  as  two-faced  pic- 
tures, iboi^  fufTerings  and  troubles,  and  whatfoever 
elfe,  (while  beheld  on  the  one  lide,  as  painful  to  the 
flelh),  hath  an  unpleafant  vifage,  yet  go  about  a  lit- 
tle, and  look  upon  it  as  thy  Father's  will,  and  then 
it  is  fnaiMag,  beautiful  and  lovely.  This  I  would 
recommend  to  you  not  only  for  temporals,  as  eafier 
there,  but  in  fpiritual  things,  your  comforts  and  fen- 
fible  enlargements,  to  love  all  he  does.  It  is  thQ 
film,  of  Chriftianity,  to  have  thy  will  crucified,  and 
the  will  of  thy  Lord  thy  only  defirc  ;  joy  or  forrovr, 
fickneis  or  health/ life  or  deatli,  in  all,  in  all^  tbywiU 
be  done. 

The  other  ground  is  in  the  firft  word,  reflefting 
on  the  foregoing  difcourfe,  wherefore \  what?  fee- 
ing your  reproaches  and  fuSerings  are  not  endlefs, 
yea,  they  are  fhort,  they  (hall  end,  quickly  end,  and 
end  in  glory,  be  not  troubled  about  them,  overlook 
them,  the  eye  of  faith  will  do  it ;  it  fees  them  to  be 
but  for  a  moment.  What  are  they  ?  This  is  the  great 
caufe  of  our  difquietnefe  in  prefent  troubles  and  griefs, 
'  ivc  forget  their  end.  We  are  afTefted  with  our  con- 
dition in  this  prefent  life,  as  if  it  were  all,  and  it  is 
nothing^  Oh  !  how  quickly  fhall  all  the  enjoyments, 
and  all  the  fufferings,  of  this  life  pafs  away,  and  it 
be  as  if  it  had  not  been  ?  . 


G  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P-     V* 

Ver.  I.  Tbe  elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort^  who 
am  alfo  an  et^er^  and  a  witnefs  of  the  Sufferings  of 
Cbrijif  and  alfo  a  partaker  Of  tbegbry  ibatjball  be 
revealed. 

THE  Churth  of  Chrift  being  one  body,  is  inte- 
refted  in  the  condition  and  carriage  of  each 
particular  Cbriftian,  %s  a  part  of  it ;  but  more  emi- 
nently in  tbofe  who  are  more  eminent  and  organic 
parts  of  it.  Therefore'  the  Apoftle^  after  many  ex- 
cellent diliedions  given  to  all  his  Chriftian  brethren 
to  whom  he  writes,  doth  moll  reafonably  and  fitly 
add  this  exprefs  exhortation  to  thofe  who  h^d  over- 
fight  and  charge  of  the  reft^  Tbe  elders  which  are 
among  you f  &c. 

The  words  have,  i*  A  particular  definitioti  of  the 
perfons  exhorted  and  exhorting*  2«  The  tenor  of 
the  exhortation  itfelf. 

The  former  of  thefe  we  have  in  the  firlt  verfe. 

And,  I.  The  perfons  exhorted,  Tbe  elders  among 
you. 

Elders  here,  as  often  in  other  places,  is  a  name 
not  of  age,  but  of  oflSce  ;  yet  the  office  is  named  by 
that  age,  which  is  or  ought  to  be  moil  fuitably  qua- 
lified for  it ;  and  that  appellation  imports,  that  men, 
though  not  aged,  yet  if  called  to  that  offic6,  ihould 
be  noted  for  fuch  wifdom  and  gravity  of  mind  and 
carriage  as  may  give  that  authority,  and  command 
that  refpedl,  which  is  requifite  for  perfons  in  their 
calling :  Not  novieeSf  as  St  Paul  fpeaks ;  not  as  a  light 
bladder,  being  eafily  blown  up,  as  young  unftable 
minds  are,  but  fuch  as  young  Timothy  was  in  humi-* 
lity  and  diligence,  as  the  Apoflle,  teilifies  of  him^ 
PhiL  ii.  20.  /  have  none  like  minded^  who  will  natu-^ 
rally  care  for  your  eflate  ;  and  fuch  as  the  Apoftle 
Paul  further  exhorts  him  to  be^  iTim«  ir.  12.  Let 

n^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VBH;  i;]  THE  TIKS'P  IPISTLK  01^  PJET£R,  ^73 

no  mandejpife  tby  youtb;  hut  be  an  example  of  belie*' 
*Oers  in  word,  in  converjation,  in  cbarity^  in  faitb^  in , 
purity. 

The  name  of  elders  indifferently  fignifies  either 
their.age  or  their  calling  i  and  the  name  of  ruling 
elders  fometimes  denotes  civil  rulers^  fometitnes  pa- 
ilors  of  the  church  \  as^  ^mongft  the  Jews,  both  offices 
often  met  in  the  fame  perfon.  Here  it  appears,  that 
pajlors  are  meant,  as  the  exhortation  of  feeding  the 
flock  evidences  ;  which,  though  it  fometimes  fignify 
ruling,  and  here  may  comprife  it,  yet  is  chiefly  by 
dodrine :  And  then  the  title  given  to  Chrift  in  the 
encouragement  added,,  further  confirms  the  interpre-p 
tation.  The  Chief  Shepherd*    .  i 

A  due  frame  of  fpirit  and  carriage  in  the  elders, 
particularly  the  Apoflles  of  the  Church,  is  a  thing  ot 
prime  concern  for  the  good  of  it.  It  is  one  of  the 
heavieft  threaten ings,  when  the  Lord  declares^  tha^ 
he  will  give  a  rebellious  people  fuch  teachers  and 
prophets  as  they  deferred,  and  indeed  defired  :  If 
there  bd  a  man  to  prophefy  of  wine  andflrong  dritikj 
fuch  a  one  Jball  be  a  prophet^  fays  he  to  that  people^ 
Micah  ii.  ii.  And>  on  tbfe  other  fide,  ambngft  the 
fweeteft  promifes  of  mercy,  this  is  not  the  leaft,  to  be 
furnifhed  with  plenty  6f  faithful  teachers.  Though 
profane  men  make  ho  reckoning  of  it,  yet,  were  it  in 
the  hardeil  times,  they  wjio  know  the  Lord  will  ac- 
count of  it  as  he  doth,  a  fweet  allay  of  all  fufferingsr 
and  hard(hi[i :  Though  $be  Lord  give  you  the  bread  of 
adverfitj^and  the  water  of  affii£lion^  yet  Jball  not  thy 
teachers  be  removed  into  a  corner ^  but  thine  eyes  Jball 
fee  thy  teachers^  Ifa.  xxx.  20.  Oh  !  how  rich  a  pro* 
naife  is  that,  Jer.  iii.  15.  /  will  give  you  pajlors  ^ac* 
cording  to  my  own  heart ! 

This  promife  is  to  be  prefled  and  fuited  for  by  ear- 
ned prayer.  Were  people  much  in  this  dptyy  pa-^ 
ilors  would  find  it,  and  fo  people  themfelves  receive 
back  their  prayers,  with  much  gain,  into  their  awn 
bofom  ;  they  would  hate  tliQ  returned  benefit  of  it, 
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as  the  vapours  that  go  up  from  helow  fall  down  ixp* 
on  the  earth  again  in  fweet  ihowers,  and  make  it. 
fruitful.  Thus,  went  there  many  prayers  up  for  pa- 
yors, their  dodrine  would  drop  as  rain,  and  diftil  as 
dew,  Deut.  xxxi.  2.  and  the  fweet  influence  of  it 
would  make  fruitful  the  valleys^  humhle  hearts  re- 
ceiving it  And,  at  this  time^  it  is  very  needful  that 
the  Lord  he  much  importuned  for  the  continuance 
and  increafe  of  his  favour  in  this  his  Church:  As 
they  who  have  power  (hould  be  more  careful  of 
thofe  due  means,  which  in  fchools  of  learning,  or 
otherwife,  are  needful  for  qualifying  men  for  this 
fervice ;  fo  all  in  general,  both  people  and  paftors, 
and  fuch  as  are  offering  themfelves  to  that  fervice^ 
Ihould  chiefly  beg  from  the  higher  academy,  that 
teaching  abundance  of  that  Spirit  to  thofe  employed 
in  that  work,  that  might  make  them  able  minijlers  of 
the  New  Tejtament. 

Oh !  it  is  an  ineftimable  blefling  to  have  the  faring 
light  of  the  gofpel  fhining  clear  in  the  faithful  and 
powerful  miniftry  of  it :  They  thought  fo  who  faid 
of  their  worthy  teacher,  '*  They  h^  rather  for -them 
^'  the  fun  ihould  not  (hine,  than  he  ihould  not 
«  teach*-" 

2.  The  perfon  exhorting  :  /,  a  co-prejbyter  QxfcU 
low-elder  with  you.  The  duty  of  mutual  exhorting 
lies  on  each  Chriftian  to  another.,  though  it  be  little 
known  amongil  the  greateft  part ;  but,  truly,  pailors 
Ihould  be,  as  in  other  duties,  fo  particularly  in  this, 
eminent  and  exemplary  in  their  intercourfes  and  ccm- 
verfe,  faying  often  one  to  another,  **  Oh  1  let  us  rc- 
^'  member  to  what  we  are  called ;  to  how  high  and 
**  heavy  a  charge  ;  to  what  holinefs  and  diligence : 
^'  How  great  is^  the  hazard  of  our  mifcarriage,  and 
**  how  great  the  reward  of  our  fidelity  I "  They 
ihould  be  often  whetting  and  iharpening  one  another 
by  thofe  weighty  and  holy  confiderations. 

Md 
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And  a  nmtnefs  of  the  bufferings  of  Chrijl.  H^  did 
indeed  give  witnefs  to  Chrift,  by  fufTering  for  him 
the  hatred  and  perfecutions  of  the  world  in  the  pub^ 
liihing  of  the  gofpel,  and  fo  was  a  witnefs  and  mar- 
tyr before  the  time  that  he  was  put  to  death.  And 
this  I  exclude  not ;  but  that  which  is  more  particu- 
larly here  intended  is,  his  certain  knowledge  of  the 
fufierings  of  Chrift,  in  his  own  perfon  ;  as  an  eye- 
witness of  them,  and  ^pon  that  knowledge  a  publi fli- 
er of  them,  Luke  xxiv.  48.  And  thus  thefe  two  fuit 
with  the  two  motives  urged,  to  bear  home  the  ex- 
hortation. The  one  couched  Iq  that,  tbe  flock  ofGod^ 
ver.  2.  which  he  purchafed  with  thofe  his  fuflerings, 
whereof  I  was  an  eye-witnefs.  And  the  other  of  a 
cronj&n^  ver.  4.  I  tnay  fpeak  the  more  confidently  of 
that,  fcHT  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  have  real  intereft  in 
it,  and  firm  belief  of  itj  a  partaker  of  the  glory  that 
jhall  he  revealed. 

And  thefe  indeed  are  the  things  which  give  weight 
to  a  man's  words,  make  tliem  powerful  and  prefiing, 
a  witnefs  of  the  fufferings  of  Cbrift.  The  Apoftles  had 
a  fingular  advantage  in  this,  that  were  Auroirrai,  eye-^ 
witneffes ;  and  St  Paul,  who  wanted  that,  had  it  fup- 
plied  by  a  vifion  of  Chrift,  in  his  converfion.  But, 
certainly,  a  fpiritual  view  of  Chrift  crucified  is  gene- 
rally (I  will  not  fay  abfolutely)  neceffary  to  make  a 
minifter  of  Chrift,  but  certainly  very  requifite  for  the 
dufe  witneffing  of  him,  and  difplaying  the  excellency 
and  virtue  of  his  fufferings ;  fo  to  preach  the  gofpel 
that  there  needs  no  other  crucifix  *,  after  fo  clear  and 
lively  a  way  as  that ;  it  may  in  feme  raeafure  fuit 
the  Apoftle's  word.  Gal.  iii.  1.  Before  wbofe  eyes 
Jefus  Chriji  hath  been  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among 
you. 

Men  commonly  read  and  hear,  and  may  pofiibly 
preach,  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  as  a  cofnmon  ftory, 
find  that  way  it  may  a  little  move  a  man,  and  wring 

teara 

*  Alluding  to  the  cuftom  of  iiiany  Popifli  preachers,,  to  carr^ 
^  IJttie  crucifix  into  the  pulpit  with  thenou 
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tears  from  his  eyes ;  but  faith  hath  another  kind  of 
-  fight  of  them,  and  fo  wotHs  other  kind  of  affedions, 
and  without  that,  the  very  cye-Gght  of  them  availe4 
the  Apoftles  nothing :  For  how  many  faw  him  fuf- 
fer  as  they  did,  who  reviled,  or  atleaft  defpifed  him? 
But  ^y  the  eye  of  faith  to  fee  the  only  begotten  Son 
of  God,  ^^Jlricken  and/mitten  ofGod^  hearing  our  for- 
rows,  and  wounded  for  our  trafifgreffiofif  Jefus  Chrift 
tbe  righteous,  reckoned  amongft  the  unrighteous  and 
inalelkdlors ;  to  fee  him  (tripped  naked,  and  fcourged, 
and  buflfetted,  and  nailed,  and  dying,  and  all  for  us ; 
this  is  the  thing  that  will  bind  upon  us  mod  ftrongly 
aU  the  duties  of  Chriftianity,  and  of  our  particular 
callings,  and  beft  enable  us,  according  to  our  callings, 
%o  bind  them  upon  others.  But  our  fleni^er  view  of 
thefe  things  makes  light  fenfe,  and  that,  cold  incite- 
^lents  to  anfwerable  duty  -^  certainly  deep  impreffion 
would  caufe  lively  expreffion.  • 

Would  we  willingly  ftir  up  our  own  hearts,  and 
pne  another,  to  holy  diligence  in  our  ftation,  ftudy 
Chrift  as  fuffcring  and  dying  more  thoroughly  :  That 
is  the  very  life  of  the  gofpel  and  of  our  fouls  ;  it  is 
all  we  have  to  learn,  and  all  we  have  to  teach  and 
.prefs  on  you,  I  determined  tQ  know  nothing  among  you 
fave  jfefns  Cbrifi  and  bim  ervdfied,  i  Cor.  ii.  2.  To 
•make  Chrift's  crofs  the  fum  ot  all  my  learning. 

The  other  motive  is,  that  he  was  ^partaker  of  tbe 
glory  to  be  revealed^  As  a  witnefs  of  thofe  fufferings, 
fo  a  partaker  of  the  glory  purchafed  by  thefe  fuffer- 
ings  ;  and:  therefore,  as  one  infighted  and  interefted 
in  wh^t  he  {peaks,  the  Apoftl^  might  fitly  fpeaik  of 
that  peculiar  duty  which  thefe  fufferings  and  glory  dd 
^leculiarly  perfuade.  T^is  is  tbe  only  way  of  fpeak- 
ing  of  thofe  things,  not  as  a  difcourfer  or  contempla- 
tive ftudent,  but  a  partaker.  There  is  another  force 
of  a  paftor's  exhortation  teither  to  his  people  or  h^s 
brethren,  \yKo  brings  his  mfeffage  written  upon  his 
Qwn  heart ;  fpeaks  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  fufiferings 
Qf  Chrift  for  it,  as  particularl^f  fe^li^g  his  own  gailt. 
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and  looking  on  tbefe  fuSerings  as  taking  it  away  ; 
ipeaks  of  free  grace,  as  one  who  either  hath  dronkea 
of  the  refrelhing  ilreams  of  it,  or  at  leail  is  earneftlj 
thirfting  after  it;  of  the  love  of  Chrift,sfrom  a  heart 
kindled  with  it;  of  the  glory  to  come,  as  one  who 
looks  to  be  a  iharer  in  it,  and  longs  earneftly  for  it,  ag 
one  who  hath  all  l^is  joy  and  content  laid  up  in  the 
hopes  of  it. 

And  thu&  with  refpedl  to  Chriflians  converfing 
with  each  other  in  their  mutual  eshortings  and  com* 
fortings,  all  is  cold  and  dead  that  flows  not  from  fome 
inward  perfuaCon  and  experimental  knowledge  pf 
divine  things ;  but  that  gives  an  edge  and  a  fweetni^fs 
^o  Chriftian  conference.  To  be^fpeaking  of  Jefua 
Chrift,  not  only  as  a  l^ing  and  as  a  Redeemer,  but 
their  King  and  their  Redeenier,  in  David's  ftyle.  My 
King  and  my  God,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  24.;  and  of  his  fufier^ 
ings  as  theirs,  applied  by  faith,  and  acquiting  them, 
}u  St  Paul's  ftyle,  Gal.  ii.  20.  Wbo  laved  me,  and  gave 
bimfelffor  me.  To  fpeak  of  the  glory  to  come  as  their 
inl)erit^npe,  of  which  they  zxq  partaken,  their  home, 
as  ftrangers  meeting  together  abroad,  ki  fome  foreign 
country,  delighting  to  fpeak  of  (heir  own  land  ^,  and 
their  parentage,  tbeir  friends,  and  their  rich  patri*- 
mony,  there  abiding  them  ;  And  this  ought  to  be  the 
entertainment  of  Chriftians  when  they  meet.  Away 
%yith  trifling  vain  difcourfes,  caufe  all  to  give  place  lo 
thefe  refrelhing  remembrances  of  our  home.  Were 
-our.  hearts  much  on  that  rich  inheritance  above,  it 
would  be  impoflUble  to  refrain  our  tongues,  and  to 
pafs  on  fo  filent  concerning  it,  to  find  matter  of  emp* 
ty  pratings,  and  be  ple^fed  with  them,  and  to  haye 
no  relilh  of  this.  Whither  go  your  hearts  ?  They 
^re  out  of  their  way,  and  abafe  themfelves,  that  turn 
fo  much  downwards,  and  are  not  more  above  the  fun  \ 
eying  ftill  that  blefied  land  where  our  purchafed  in- 
heritance lies^ 

Oh» 

*  P§rigri$ns  m  Urtis  nulla  efi  jucundior  ncotda^U^  qmim/iia 
^ifUatit.    Aug*  in  F&l.  adv. 
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Oh !  feek  aftet  more  clear  knowledge  of  this  glory, 
and  of  your  intereft  in  it,  that  your  hearts  may  re- 
joice in  the  remembrance  of  it,  that  it  be  not  to  you 
as  the  defcription  of  a  pleafant  land,  which  men  read 
of  in  hiftbry,  and  have  no  portion  in.  They  like  it 
well,  and  are  pleafed  with  it  while  they  read,  be  it 
but  fotae  imagined  country  or  commonwealth  finely 
fancied.  But  know  this  country  of  yours  to  be  real, 
and  no  d^tice ;  and  feek  to  know  yourfelves  to  be 
partakers  of  it.       * 

This  confidence  depend's  not  upon  a  fingular  re- 
velation, but  on  the  power  of  faith,  and  the  light  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  clears  to  his  children  the 
things  that  be  bath  frtely  given  tbem^  though  fome  of 
them,  at  fometimes,  ycra  fome,  it  may  be,  all  6r  moft 
of  their  time,  do  want  it :  God  fo  difpofing  it,  they 
fcarce  clearly  fee  their  right,  till  they  be  in  poffeffion  j 
fee  not  their  heaven  and  home,  till  they  arrive  at  it. 
Of  are  hard  upon  it.  Tet,  truly,  this  we  may  and 
ought  to  feek  after  in  humility  and  fubmiffion,  that 
we  may  have  tht  pledge  and  earfiejl  of  bur  inheritance^ 
Eph.  i.  14. ;  not  fo  much  for  the  comfort  within  us, 
though  that  is  allowed,  as  that  it  may  wean  our  hearts 
from  things  below  ;  may  raife  us  to  higher  and  clofer 
communion  with  God,  and  enable  us  more  for  his 
fervice,  and  excite  us  more  to  his  praifes,  even  here, 
'What  were  a  Ghriftian  without  the  hope  of  this  glory, 
as  oii.e  faid,  Tolh  religionem,  et  nullus  eris.  Take  away 
religion,  and  you  take  a^^y  the  man.  And,  having 
this  hope,  what  are  all  things  here  to  him  ?  how  poor 
and  defpicable  the  better  and  wbrfe  of  this  life,  and 
this  life  itfelf !  how  glad  is  he  that  it  will  quickly 
end  I  and  what  were  the  length  of  it  to  him,  but  a 
long  continuance  of  his  banifhment,  a  long  detain- 
ment from  his  home  !  and  how  fwcet  is  the  meffage 
that  is  fent  for  him  to  come  home  I 

Juftly  it  is  called,  The  glory  that  is  to  be  revealed. 
It  re  hid  for  prefent,  wholly  unknown  to  the  children 
^<(this  world,  aAd  even  bat  littk  kciovvti  to  the  chil- 
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dren  of  God^  who'  are  heks^f  it.  Tea,  they  "who 
]aiow  themfelves  partakws  qfiu  yet  know  not  miieh 
what  it  isr ;  only  this,  that  it  i»  above  all  they  know 
or  can  imagine.  They  may  fee  things  which^jsvike 
a  great  fliew  here;  they  may  hear  of  more  Ihan  they 
fee ;  they  may  think  or  iniagine  more  than  either 
they  hear  or  fee»  or  can  diftindly  conceive  of;  but 
ftill  they  muft  think  of  this  glory  as  beyond  it  all* 
Bo  I  fee  pompous  (hews,  or  read  or  hear  of  them  ? 
yet  this  1  fay  of  them,  Thefe  are  not  as  my  inherit 
tance  :  Oh !  it  is  far  beyond  them.  Tea,  does  my  mio;d 
imagine  things  &r  beyond  them,  golden  mountain! 
and  marble  palaces  ?  Tet  thofe  fall  (hort  of  my  inhe-» 
ritance,  for  it  is  fach  as  eye  batb  notjeen^  nor  ear  beardp 
nor  batb  it  entered  into  tbe  beart  of  man  to  conceive^ 
X  Cor.  ii.  9.  Oh !  the  brightnefs  of  that  glory  when 
itjhall  be  revealed!  flow  (hall  they  be  aftoni(hed  who 
ihall  fee  it,  and  not  partake  of  it !  How  (hall  they  be 
filled  with  everlafting  joy,  who  are  heirs  of  it !  Were 
the  heart  jnuch  upon  the  thoughts  of  that  glory,  whgt 
thing  is  there  in  this  perifliing  world,  which  could 
either  lift  it  up  or  cad  it  down  ? 

Ver.  2.  Feed  tbe  flock  of  God  wbicb  is  among  jou^ 
taking  tbe,  overjigbt  thereof  not  by  conftrainty  but 
iviilingly  J  not  for  filthy  lucre ^  but  of  a  ready  mind; 

3.  Neither  as  being  lords  over  God^s  heritage^  bu$ 
being  enfamples  to  tbe  flock : 

4.  And  when  the  Chief  Shepherd  Jhall  appear ^  yejbali 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  thatfadetb  not  away. 

IN  thefe  words  we  have,  i.  The  duty  enjoined^ 
Feed  the  flock  of  God  wbicb  is  among  you^  taking 
tbe  overfight  qfit*  %.  The  due  qualifications  of  their 
duty  negatively,  not  by  confln^int,  for  filthy  lucres 
as  lording  it  over  God^s  heritage^  but  willingly^  qfa 
ready  mind^  and  as  being  enfamples  to  tbe  flock.  3* 
The  high  advantage  to  be  expected,  an  unfading 
<rown^ glory,  when  tbe  Chief  Sbepherdjhall  afpeatf 
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L  ThtdutytnjomedtFefdtbeJlockofGod.'  Every 
ftep  of  the  way  of  our  falvation  hath  on  it  the  print 
of  infinite  inajefty,  ivifdom  and  goodnefs ;  and  this 
amotigft  the  reft,  that  men,  iinful  weak  men,  af€f 
made  fubfervient  in  that  great  work  6f  bringing 
Chrift  and  fouls  to  meet ;  that  by  the  fooUJbneJs  of 
preachings  (or  what  appears  fo  to  carnal  wifdom)^ 
the  chofen  of  God  are  called^  and  come  unto  Jefus^ 
and  are  made  wife  unto  falvation ;  and  that  the  life 
which  is  conveyed  to  them  by  the  word  of  life  in 
the  bands  of  poor  men^  is  by  the  fame  means  pre-* 
ferved  and  advanced.  And  this  is  the  ftanding  work 
of  the  miniftry,  and  this  the  thing  here  bound  upon 
them  that  are  employed  in  it,  to  feed  the  flock  of 
God  that  is  among  them*  Jefus  Chrift  defoen'ded  to 
purchafe  a  Church,  and  aicended  to  provide  and  far- 
nilh  it,  to  fend  downliis  Spirit:  He  afcended  and  gave 
^i/rj,  particularly /or  the  work  of  the  miniflry  ;  and 
the  great  ufe  of  them  is  this,  to  feed  the  flock  of 
God. 

Not  to  fay  any  more  of  this  ufual  referablance  of 
a  flock,  importing  the  weaknefs  and  tendernefs  of 
the  Church,  the  continual  need  fhe  ftands  in  of  in- 
fpe<^ion,  and  guidance,  and  defence,  and  the  tender 
care  of  the  Chief  Shepherd  for  thcfe  things ;  the 
phrafe  enforces  the  prefent  duty  of  fubordinate  pa- 
ftors,  their  care  and  diligence  in  feeding  of  that 
flock.  The  due  rule  of  difcipline  not  excluded,  the 
main  part  of  feediiig- is  by  doarine,  leading  them  in- 
to the  wholefome  and  green  paflures  of  faving  truths 
revealed  in  the  gofpel,  accommodating  the  way  of 
teaching  to  their  condition  and  capacity;  to  be,  as 
much  as  may  be,  particularly  acquainted  with  it, 
and  fuit  diligently  and  prudently  their  dodrine  to  it; 
to  feed  the  fbeeps  thoife  more  advanced;  to  feed  the 
lambs^  the  younger  apd  weaker  ;  to  have  fpecial  care 
of  the  infirm  j  to  learn  of  their  Matter,  the  great  Shep- 
herd; to  bind  up  that  which  is  broken^  and  flrengthen 
tiHit  which  i/  fick,'  Ezek.  ixxiv.  l6.  thofe  that  are 

broken 
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broken  in  fpirit,  that  are  exercifed  with  temptations, 
and  gently  to  Jead  tbofe  that  are  tvith  youngs  I  fa.  xl. 
II.  in  whom  the  inward,  work  of  grace  is  as  in  the 
conception,  and  they  heavy  and  weak  with  the 
weight  of  it,  and  the  many  difficulties  and  doubtings 
which  are  frequent  companions  and  fymptoms  of 
that  work.  Oh  I  what  dexterity  and  ikilfulnefs,  what 
diligence,  and,  above  all,  what  afFedion,  and  bowels 
of  compaffion,  are  needful  for  this  tafk  !  Wbo  isfuffi^ 
cient  for  thefe  things?  2Gor.  ii.  16.;  who  would  not 
faint  and  give  over  in  it,  were  not  our  Lord  the 
Chief  Shepherd  \  were  not  all  our  fufficiency  laid  up 
in  his  rich  fulnefs,  and  all  our  infufficiency  covered 
in  his  gracious  acceptance  ? 

Inf  I.  This  is  the  thing  we  have  to  eye  and  ftudy^ 
to  fet  Him  before  us,  and  to  apply  ourfelves  in  His 
ilrength  to  his  work.  Not  to  feek  to  pleafe^  but  to 
feed ;  not  to  delight  the  ears,  but  to  feed  the  fouls, 
of  his  people  ;  to  fee  that  the  food  be  according  to 
his  appointment ;  not  empty  or  fubtile  notions,  not* 
light-affedled  expreffions,  but  wholefome  truths,  folid 
food,  fpiritual  things,  fpiritually  conceived  and  utter- 
ed, with  holy  underftanding  and  affc^dion. 

And  to  confider  this,  wherein  lies  a  very  preffing 
motive,  it  is  the  flock  of  Cod^  not  our  own,  to  ufe 
as  we  pleafe,  but  committed  to  our  cuftody  by  him, 
who  loves  highly  and  prizes  his  flock,  and  will  re- 
quire an  account  of  us  concerning  it.  It  is  his 
bought,  his  purchafed,  flock,  and  at  fo  dear  a  rate, 
as  the  Apoftle  »St  Paul  ufes  this  fame  confideration, 
in  the  fame  argument,  Ads  xx.  28.  The  flock  of 
God  that  -  he  hath  bought  with  his  own  blood.  How  , 
reafonable  is  it  that  we  beftow  our  ftrength  and  life 
on  that  flock,  which  our  Lord  laid  down  his  life 
for ;  that  we  be  moft  ready  to  draw  out  our  fpirits  for 
them,  for  whom  he  let  out  his  blood  ?  Had  /,  fays 
that  holy  man*,  /o/w^  of  that  blood  poured  forth  on 
the  crofs^  how  carefully  would  I  carry  it  j  and^  ought 

Vol.  II.  Nn  / 

•  Bern,  jidvent^  Serm.  3*  * 
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I  not  to  be  as  careful  of  tbofe  fouls  that  it  wasfbid 
for  !  Oh  !  that  price  which  was  paid  for  foulsi  which 
he  who  was  no  foolifli  merchant,  but  wiiiiom  itfelf^ 
gave  for  them  I  Were  that  price  more  in  our  eyes, 
and  more  in  yours,  nothing  would  fo  much  take 
either  you  or  us,  as  the  matter  of  our  fouls.  In  this 
would  our  defires  and  endeavours  meet,  we  to  ufe^ 
and  you  to  improve,  the  means  of  laving  your  pre- 
cipus  fouls. 

Inf  2.  This  mainly  concerns  us  indeed,  who  have 
charge  of*  many,  efpecialy  finding  the  right  cure  of 
one  foul  within  us  fo  hard  :  But  you  are  concerned 
in  it  each  for  one  :  At  leaft  remember  this  is  the  end 
of  the  miniftry,  that  you  may  be  brought  unto 
Chrift,  that  you  may  be  led  to  the  fweet  paftures 
and  pleafant  ftreams  of  the  gofpel ;  that  you  may  be 
fpiritually  fed,  and  may  grow  in  that  heavenly  life, 
which  is  here  begun  in  all  thofe  in  whom  it  fhall 
hereafter  be  perfedted.   * 

And  as  we  ought^in  preaching,  fo  you  in  hearing, 
to  propound  this  end  to  yourfelves,  that  you  may  be 
fpiritually  refreflied,  and  walk  in  the  ftrength  of  that 
divine  nourifhment.  Is  this  your  purpofe  when  you 
come  hither  ?  Inquire  of  your  own  hearts,  and  fee 
what  you  feek,  and  what  you  find,  in  the  public  ordi- 
nances of  God's  houfe.  Certainly  the  moft  do  not 
fo  much  as  think  on  the  due  intendment  of  them, 
aim  at  no  end,  and  therefore  can  attain  none  ;  feek 
nothing,  but  fit  out  theip  hour,  afleep  or  awake,  as 
it  may  happen,  or,  poifibly,  fome  feek  to  be  delighted 
for  the  time,  as  the  Lord  tells  the  Prophet^  to  bear^ 
as  it  were,  a  pleafant  f^ng^  Ezek.xxxiii.32.;  if  the 
gifts  and  firain  of  the  fpeaker  be  any  thing  pleafing. 
Or,  it  may  be,  they  want  to  gain  fojne  new  notions,  to 
add  fome  what  to  their  dock  of  knowledge,  either  that 
they  may  be  enabled  for  difcourfe,  or,  fimply,  that 
they  may  know*  Some,  it  may  be,  go  a  little  farther; 
they  like  to1)e  ftirred  and  moved  for  the  time,  and 
to  have  fome  touch  of  good  affedtion  kindled  in 

then; 
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them  ;  but  this  lafts  but /or  a  wbile^  till  their  other 
thoughts  and  affairs  get  io,  and  fmother  and  quench 
It ;  they  are  not  careful  to  blow  it  up  and  improve  it. 
How  many,  when  they  haVe  been  a  little  afFeded 
with  the  word,  go  out  and  fall. into  -other  difcourfes 
and  thoughts,  and  either  take  in  their  affairs  fecretly, 
as  it  were,  under  their  cloak,  and  their  hearts  keep  a 
conference  with  them  ;  or  if  they  forbear  thrs,  yet,  as 
foon  as  they  g6  out,  plunge  themfelves  over  head  and 
ears'in  the  world,  and  Ibfe  all  which  might  have  any 
veay  advantaged  their  fpiritual  condition.  Itmay  be, 
one  will  fay.  It  was  a  good  fermon  ;  is  that  to  the  pur- 
pofe?  Biit  what  think  you  it  hath  for  your  praife  or 
difpraife  ?  Inftead  of  faying,;  ^*  Oh  I  how  well  was 
"  that  fpoken  I  you  Ihould  fay.  Oh  \  how  hard  is 
"  repentance  I  how  fweet  a  thing  is  faith  !  how  ex- 
"  cellent  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrill  !'•  That  were  your 
beft  and  moft  real  commendation  of  the  fermon,  with 
true  benefit  to  yourfelves. 

If'fomc  of  you  be  careful  of  repeating,  yet  reft- not 
pn  that ;  if  you  be  able  to  fpeak  of  it  afterwards  upon 
occafion,  there  is  fomewhat  requifite  befideand  be- 
yond this,  to  evidence  that  you  are  indeed  fed  by. the 
word^  as  the  flock  of  God.  As  when  (heep,  you  know, 
or  other  creatures,  are  nourilhed  by  their  pafture, 
the  food  they  have  eaten  appears  not  in  the  fame 
fafhion  upon  them ;  not  in  grafs,  but  in  growth  of 
flefh  and  fleece  ;  thus  the  word  would  truly  appear 
to  feed  you,  not  by  the  bare  difcourfing  of  the  word 
over  again,  buit  by  the  teropfer  of  your  fpirits  and 
adlions ;  if  in  them  you  really  grow  more  fpiritual ; 
if  humility,  felf-denial,  charity  and  holinefs,  are  in- 
creafed  in  you  by  it.  Otherwife,  whatfoever  literal 
knowledge  you  attain,  it  avails  you  nothing,  though 
you  heard  many  fermons  e.*:;ry  day,  and  attained 
further  light  b^  them,  and  carried  a  plaufible  pro- 
fefllon  of  religion  ;  yet,  unlefs  by  the  gofpel  you  be 
transformed  into  the  likenefs  of  Chrift,  and  grace  be 

indeed 
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indeed  growing  in  70U,  you  are  but,  as  one  fays  of 
the  cyprefs  trees,  iair  and  tall,  but  fruitlefe*. 

Are  you  not  grieved  and  afraid,  or  may  not  many 
of  you  be  fo,  who  have  lived  many  years  under  a 
fruitful  miniftry,  and  yet  are  as  earthly  and  felfiih,  as 
unacquainted  with  God,  and  his  ways,  as  at  the  firil? 
Confider  this,  tbat  as  the  negledl  of  fouls  will  lie 
heavy  on  unholy  or  negligent  minifters,  fo  a  great 
many  fouls  are  ruining  themfelves  under  fome  mea- 
fure  of  fit  means  ^  and  fo  the  flighting  of  thofe  means 
will  make  their  condition  far  heavier  than  that  of 
many  others ;  remember  our  Saviour^s  word.  Mat,  xi.  j 
IVo  to  tbec^  Cborazin  /  Wo  unto  tbee^  Betbfaida !  It 
Jhall  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and  Sidon  in  the  day 
of  judgment  than  for  ym. 

II.  The  difcharge  of  this  high  tafk  we  have  here 
duly  qualified  :  the  Appftle  exprefles  the  upright  way . 
of  it,  both  negatively  and  pofitively,     . 

I.  Negatively.  There  be  three  evils  the  Apoftle 
wojuld  remove  from  this  worjc,  conjlrainednefsj  cO' 
vetoufnejsj  and  ambition  \  and  the  pofitive  qu^ifica- 
tions  oppofed  to  them,  which  I  (ball  confider  with 
them,  arc  willingnefs^  a  ready  mind,  and  an  exempla- 
ry temper  and  behaviour,  i.  We  are  cautioned  againft 
con/lrainedne/Sf  fAn  av^yKUft^^^  either  driven  to  the  work 
by  neceffity,  indigence,  and  want  of  other  means  of 
fubfiftence  ;,  as  it  is  with  too  many,  making,  a  trade 
of  it  to  live  by,  and  fetting  to  it  as  to  any  other  call- 
ing for  that  end  ;  yea,  making  it  the  refuge  and  for- 
}orn  refource  of  their  infufficiency  for  other  callings. 
And  as  men  are  not  to  undertake  the  work,  driven  to 
it  by  that  hard  weapon  of  neceffity,  fo,  being  engaged 
in  it,  they  are  not  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  it  merely 
upon  neceffity,  becaufe  of  fines  binding  to  it,  and  for 
fear  of  cenfure ;  this  is  a  violent  forced  motion,  and 
cannot  but  be  both  very  unpleafant  and  unprofitable, 
as  to  the  proper  end  and  profjtipg  of  this  work.  And 
as  the  principle  of  the  motion  in  this  fervice  fliould 
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not  be  a  compelling  necefiity  of  any  kind^  but  true 
willingneft  ojf^  heart ; 

So,  idly^  This  willingnefs  ihould  not  arife  from 
any  other  but  pure  affedion  to  the  work,  not  for  filthy 
jain,  but  purely  from  the  inward  bent  of  the  mind. 
As  it  fhould  not  be  a  compullive  or  violent  motion  by 
neceffity  from  without,  fo  it  Ihould  not  be  an  artifi- 
cial motion  by  weights  of  avarice,  and  love  of  gain, 
hung  on  within.  The  former  motive,  neceffity^  makes 
the  mind  like  a  wheel,  that  is  driven  or  drawn  for- 
cibly ;  the  latter,  avarice^  makes.it  like  a  clock,  which 
is  kept  going  by  art,  and  by  weights  huug-to  itj 
But  there  Ihouid  be  a  natural  motion,  as  that  of  the 
heaven^  in  their  courfe  ;  ^.  willing  obedience  to  the 
Spirit  of  God  within,  moving  a  man  in  every  part  of 
this  holy  work  ;  that  is,  v^o^ujeamc,  his  mind  carried  to 
it  as  the  thi}ig  he  delights  in,  and  in  which  he  loves 
to  be  exercifed*".  There  may  be  in  a  faithful  paftor 
very  great  reludancies  in  engaging  and  adhering  to 
the  work,  upon  a  fenfe  of  the  excellency  of  it,  and 
his  unfitneis,  and  the  deep  >a;pprehenfion  of  thofe 
high  interefts,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation 
of  fouls ;  and  yet  he  enters  into  it,  and  continues  in 
it,  with  this  readinefs  ef  mind  too,  that  is,  with  moil 
iingle  and  earneft  delires  of  doing  ail  he  can  for 
God,  and  the.  flock  of  God;  only  grieved  thsit  there  is 
in  him  fo  little  fuitablenefs  of  hearty  fo  little  holinefs 
and  acquaintance  with  God,  for  enabling  him  to  it. 
But  finding  that,  he  is  Satisfied,  and,  in  attendance 
upon  that,  goes  on,  and  waits,  and  is  doing  according 
to  his  little  (kill  and  ftrengtb,  and  cannot  leave  it. 
He  is  conftrained  indeed,  but  all  the  conilraint  is  that 
oi  love  to  Jefus,  2  Cor.  v,  14. ;  and  for  his  fake  to  the 
fouls  he  hath  bought ;  and  all  the  gain  fought  is  to 
gain  fouls  to  Chrift,  which  is  far  different  from  the  / 
conilraint  and  the  gain  here  prohibited ;  yea,  is  in« 
deed  that  very  willingnefs  and  readinefs  of  mind 

i^hich 

*  Timothy  carethiyvnGriw^,  aot  artificially,  but  naturallj.  PhiL 
ii.  ao. 
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which  is  oppofed  to  that  other  conftraint;  that  is 
without,  this  is  within  ;  that  other  gain  is  bafe  filthy 
gain,  ai%(oxt(iu(,  this  noble  and  divine. 

Inf.  1.  Far  be  it  from  us,  that  neceflity  and  con- 
ftraint fhould  be  the  thing  that  moves  us  in  fo  holy  a 
work.  The  Lord  whom  we  ferve,  fees  into  the 
heart ;  and  if  he  find  not  that  primely  moving,  ac- 
counts all  our  diligence  nothing.  And  let  not  bafe 
earth  within  be  the  caufe  of  our  willingnefs^  but  a 
mind  touched  with  heaven.  It  is  true,  the  tempta- 
tions of  earth  with  us,  in  matter  of  gain,  are  not  great ; 
but  yet  the  heart  may  cleave  to  them,  as  much  as  if 
they  were  much  greater ;  and  if  it  do  cleave  to  them, 
they  ihali  ruin  us,  as  well  a  poor  ftipend  and  glebe, 
if  the,  affe£lion  be  upon  them,  as«  great  deanry  or 
biihopric.  If  a  man  fair  into  it,  he  i^ay  drown  in  a 
fmall  brook,  being  under  water,  as  well  as  in  the 
gr^t  ocean.  Oh!  the  little  time  that  remains,  let 
us  joinjout  defires  and  endeavours  in  this  work,  bend 
our  united  ftrength  to  ferve  him,  that  we  may  have 
joy  in  that  day  of  reqkoning. 

'  Ahdr  indeed,  there  is' nothing  moves  us  aright,  nor 
ihall  we  ever  find  comfort  in  this  fervice,  unlefs  it 
be  from-  a  cheerful  inward  readinefs  ofmind^  and  that 
from  the  love  of  Cbtiji.  Thus  faid  he  \o  his  Apoftle, 
Lavtjl  thou  me?  then  feed  my  Jbeepy  and  feed  my  lambs^ 
John  xxi.  Love  to  Ghrift  begets  love  to  his  peoples 
fouls,  that  ^re  fo  precious  to  him,  and  a  care  of  feed- 
ing .them  :  He  devolves  the  working  of  love  towards 
him  upon  his  flock  for  their  good  ;  puts  them  in  his 
room,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  our  fervices,  which 
cannot  reach  him  coniidered  in  himfelt ;  he  can  re- 
ceive; no  other  profit  from  it.  Love,  much  love,  gives 
much  uowiearied  car^,  and  much  (kill  in  this  charge. 
How  fweet  is  it  to  him  that  loves,  to  beftow  himfelf, 
tofpend  andbefpent^  upon  His  fervice  whom  he  loves. 
Jacob,  in  the  fame  kind  of  fervice,  endured  all  that 
wasimpofed  on  him,  and  found  it  light  by  reafon  of 
Iq¥^,  the.xold  of  Jbe.. nights,  imd  heat  of  the  days ; 

fefen 
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ieveo  years  he  fervcd  for.  bis  Rachel,  afui  theyfeemtd 
to  him  hut  a  few  daysy  becaufe  be  laved  ber,  Gen; 
xxix.  20. 

Love  is  the  great  endowihenf  pf  a  Ihepherd  of 
Cbrift's  flock.  He  fays  not  to  Peter,  Art  thou  wife, 
or  learned,  or  eloquent  j  but,  Loveji  tbou  me?  Tben. 
feed  myjbeep. 

The  third  evil  is  ambition,  and  that  is  either  in 
the  affeding  of  undoe  authority  ;  or  the  overtrained 
and  tyrannical  exercife  of  due  authority  ;  or  to  fecl^ 
thofe  dignities  that  fuit  not  with  this  charge,  which 
is  not  dominium  but  minijierium.  This  temper,  there- 
fore,  is  forbidden  in  Luke  xxii,  25,  26.  The  kings 
of  ibe  gentiles  exercife  lordjbip  over  tbem^  hutyejhall 
not  hefo.  There  is  a.miniflerial  authority  to  be  ufed 
in  difcipline,  and  more  iharpnefs  with  fome  than 
others ;  but  ilill  lowlinefs  and  moderation  muft  be 
predominant,  and  not  domineering  with  rigour; 
rather  being  examples  to  them  in  all  holincfs,  and 
efpecially  in  humility  and  meeknefs,  wherein  our 
Lord  Jefus  particularly  propounds  his  own  example,  ^  ' 
Learn  of  me^  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart. 

Being  enfampleSf  rw^.]  Such  a  pattern  as  they 
may  (lamp  and  print  their  fpirits  and  carriage  by ; 
and  he  followers  of  you^  as  you  are  of  Cbrijl.  And 
without  this,  there  is  little  or  no  fruitful  teaching. 
Well  fays  Nazianzen,  Either  teach  not,  or  teach  by 
living.  So  the  Apbftle  exhorteth  Timothy  to  be  an 
example  in  word^  but  withal  in  converfation,  1  Tim, 
iv.  12,  that  is  tv»©»,  the  beft  printed  copy. 

fiut  this  pares  off,  will  fome  think,  all  encourage- 
ments of  learning.  No  advantage,  no  refped,  nor 
authority.  Oh  !  no,  it  removes  poor  worthlefs  en- 
,  couragements  out  of  the  way,  to  make  place  for  one 
great  one,  that  is  fufficient,  which  ^all  the  other  to-  . 
gether  are  not.     That  is, 

III.  The  high  advantage  to  be  expefted  :  A  crown 
of  glory  which  fadetb  not  away,  to  be  received  when 
tbe  chief  Shepherd  fball  appear.     Thou  (halt  lofe  no- 
thing 
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thing  by  all  that  reftraint  from  bafe  gain,  and  vain 
gloty,  and  worldly  power.  No  matter,  let  them  all 
go  for  a  crown^  th^t  weighs  them  all  down,  that  fhall 
abide  for  ever.  Oh  !  how  far  more  excellent !  A 
crown  of  glory ^  pure  unmixed  glory,  without  any  in- 
^rediency  of  pride  or  finful  vanity,  or  any  danger  of 
it.  And  a  crown  thatfadetb  not^mfAAfotHiyop^  of  fuch  a 
flower  as  withers  not ;  not  a  temporary  garland  of 
fading  flowers,  fuch  as  all  here  are,  Wo  to  the  crown 
of  pride  ^  Ifa.  xxviii.  i.  Though  it  be  made  of  flowers 
growing  in  a  fat  valley,  yet  their  glorious  beauty  is 
a  fading  flower ;  but  this  will  remain  frefli  and  in 
perfed  luftre  to  all  eternity.  May  they  not  well 
trample  on  bafe  gain,  and  vain  applaufe,  who  have 
this  crown  to  look  to  ?  They  that  will  be  content 
with  thofe,  let  them  be  doing ;  but  they  have  their 
reward^  and  it  is  done  and  gone,  when  faithful  fol- 
lowers are  to  receive  theirs.  Joys  of  royal  pomp, 
marriages  and  feafts,  how  foon  do  they  vanifh  as  a 
dream  ?  That  of  Ahafuerus  lafted'  about  half  a  year, 
but  then  ended  ;  and  how  many  fince  that  are  gone 
and  forgot  \  But  this  day  begins  a  triumph  and  a 
feaft,  that  ihall  never  either  end  or  weary,  affording 
ftill  frefti,  ever  new  delights.  All  things  here,  the 
choiceft  plcafures,  cloy,  butfatisfy  not.  Thofe  above 
Ihall  always  fatisfy  and  never  cloy.  When  the  chief 
Shepherd  Jball  appear^  and  that  fliall  ftiortly  be,  this 
moment  will  ftiortly  be  out. 

What  is  to  be  refufed  in  the  way  to  this  cro\^n  ? 
all  labour  is  fweet  for  it.  And  what'  is  there  here 
to  be  defired  to  fl:ay  your  hearts,  that  we  (hould  not 
mod  willingly  let  go,  to  rejlfrom  our  labours  and  re- 
ceive our  crown  ?  Was  ever  any  king  fad  to  think 
that  the  day  of  his  coronation  drew  nigh  ?  There 
^  will  be  no  envy,  nor  jealoufies,  but  all  kings,  each 
with  his  crown,  and  each  rejoicing  in  the  glory  of 
another ;  and  all  in  his,  who  that  day  fliall  be  all  in 
all.  N 

Ver. 
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Ver.  5.  Likewife  ye  younger^  fubtnit  yourfehes  unio 
the  elder  ;  yea^  all  of  you  befubjeSl  one  to  another ^ 
and  be  clothed  with  humility :  for  God  refifieth  the 
proud^  Mnd  giveth  grace  to  the  humble. 

SIN  hath  difordered  all ;  fo  that  nothing  is  to  be 
found  but  diftemper  and  crookednefs  in  the  con- 
dition and  ways  of  men  towards  God,  and  towards 
one  another,  till  a  new  Spirit  come  in  and  redify  all : 
And  very  much  of  that  rcdrefs  lies  in  this  particu- 
lar grace  of  humility^  here  recommended  by  the 
Apoftle. 

That  regulates  the  carriage,  i.Of  tht  younger  to^ 
wards  the  elder.  2.  Of  all  mep  one  to  another.  3.  To« 
wards  God. 

ly?,  He  enjoins  tht  younger  to  befubjedi  to  the  elder^ 
Which  I  take  fo  to  refer  to  difference  of  years,  that 
it  hath  fome  afpe£t  likewife  to  the  rdation  of  thofe 
that  are  under  the  difcipline  and  government  of  the 
riders f  flTf ifl-Cw+ig^i ;  who,  though  not  always  fuch  in 
years,  ought  however  to  fuit  that  name  in  exemplary 
gravity  and  wifdom.  It  is  no  feigniory,  but  a  mini-  . 
ftry ;  yet  there  is  a  facred  authority  in  it,  when 
rightly  carried,  which  both  duly  challenges,  and  ef- 
fedually  commands,  that  refpe^ft  and  obedience  which 
is  fit  for  the  right  order  and  government  of  the  houfe 
of  Cod. 

The  Spirit  of  Ghrift  in  his  minifters  is  the  thing 
that  makes  them  truly  elders^  and  truly  worthy  of 
double  honour ;  and  without  that,  men  may  hunt  ret- 
pe6t  and  credit  by  other  parts  ;  and  the  more  they 
follow  it,  the  fatter  it  flies  from  them ;  or  if  they 
catch  any  thing  of  it,  they  only  grafp  a  (hadow. 

Infer.  Learn|  you,  my  brethren,  that  obedience 
which  is  due  to  the  difcipline  of  God's  houfe.  This 
is  all  we  plead  for  in  this  point.  And  know,  if  you 
refufe  it,  and  defpifc  the  ordinance  of  God,  he  will  ^ 
refent  the  indignity  as  done  to  him.  And  Qh  !  that 
all  who  have  that  charge  of  his  houfe  upon  them. 

Vol..  II.  O  a  would 
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would  mind  his  intereft  wholly,  and  not  rife  in  con- 
ceit of  their  power,  hut  wholly  employ  and  improve 
it  for  their  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  look  on  no  refpedt 
to  themfeWes,  as  for  its  own  fake  deiirable,  but  only 
fo  far  as  is  needful  for  the  profitable  difcharge  and 
advancement  of  his  work  in  their  hands  !  What  are 
human  dijSerences  and  regards,  how  empty  a  vapour  ? 
And  whatfoever  it  is,  nothing  is  loft  by  iingU  and 
entire  love  of  our  Lord's  glory,  and  total  aiming   at 
that :  Tbem  that  honour  him  be  will  honour  j  and  tbofc 
that  defpife  him^Jhall  he  defpifed^  i  Sam.  ii.  30. 

But  though  this  {likewife)  implies,  I  conceive, 
fomewhat  relative  to  the  former  fubjcdl,  yet  certain- 
ly its  full  fcope  is  more  extcnfive,  and  direds  us, 
touching  the  difference  of  years,  to  yield  the /uhjec'- 
/10/2,  that  is,  the  refped  and  reverence,  which  is  due 
from  younger  to  elder  perfons. 

The  prefumption  and  unbridlednefs  of  youth  re- 
quires the  preffing  and  binding  on  of  this  rule  :  And 
it  is  of  undeniable  equity,  even  written  in  nature, 
due  to  aged  perfons.  But,  doubtlefs,  tbofe  reap  this 
.  due  fruit  in  that  feafon  the  moft,  who  have  ripened 
It  moft  by  the  influence  of  their  grave  and  holy  car- 
riage. The  hoary  head  is  indeed  a  crown  j  but 
when  ?  when  found  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs^  Pro  v. 
3tvi,  31,  There  it  fhines,  •and  bath  a  kind  of  royalty 
pvdr  youth  ;  otherwife  a  gracelefs  oid  age,  is  a  moft 
defpicable  and  lamentable  light.  What  gains  an 
unholy  old  man  or  woman,  by  their  fcores  of  years, 
bqt  the  more  fcores  of  guiltinefs  and  mifery  ?  And 
their  white  hairs  fpeak  nothing  but  ripenefs  for 
wrath.  Oh  I  to  be  as  a  tree  planted  in  the  houfc  of 
tbeLord^  bringing  forth  fruit  in  old  age  ^  Pfal.  xcii.  la, 
13.  Much  experience  in  the  ways  of  God,  and 
much  difdain  of  the  world,  and  much  deiire  of  the 
love  of  God,  a  heavenly  temper  of  mind  and  frame  of 
life ;  this  is  the  advantage  of  many  years.  But  to  have 
fcen  and  felt  the  more  mifery,  and  heaped  up  the 
|X)@r^  $n,  the  ^reateft  bundle  of  it  againjl  the  day  of 
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ivrdlB,  a  woful  treafure  of  it,  threelcore,  or  ibreefcore 
and  ten^yedrs  a  gathering,  and  with  fo  niuch  increafe 
every  day  ;  no  vacancy,  Tio  d6ad  years,  no,  not  a  day 
wherein  it  was  not  growing !  How  deplorable  a 
cafe ! 

A  fad  refledion  to  look  back,N  what  have  t  done  for 
Cod  ?  and  to  find  nothing,  but  fuch  a  world  of  fia 
committed  againft  hiiii !  How  much  better  he  that 
gets  home  betimes  in  his  youth,  if  once  delivered 
from  fin  arid  deaths  at  one  with  God,  arid  fome  way 
ferviceable  to  him,  or  defiring  to  be  fo,  arid  hath  a 
quick  voyage,  having  lived  much  in  a  little  time. 

2.  The  precept  alfo  regulates  the  carriage  of  all 
it^eH  to  each  other:  All  of  ^ou  befubjeH  one  to  ano^ 
tber.  This  yet  further  dilates  the  dut^,  makes  it 
univerfally  mutual,  one  fubjec9:  to  another.  Tliis 
diredly  turns  about  the  vain  conteft  of  men,  that 
arifes  from  the  natural  mifchiefof  felf^love  ;  every 
one  would  carry  it,  and  be  bcft  and  higheff.  The 
very  company  of  Chrift^  and  his  exemplary  lowlinefs^ 
and  tbe  meannefs  of  himfelf  and  thofe  his  followers^ 
all  thefe  did  not  bar  out  this  frothy  fooliih  queftion^ 
Whojbould  begreatejl;  and  it  was  fo  far  difputed,  that . 
it  occaGoned  a  heat  about  it^  a  Jlrife  amongft  ibem^ 
Luke  xxii.  24.  Now,  thfs  rule  is  juft  oppofite,  each 
flrive  to  be  lowed,  yi/i/V^  one  to  another. 

This  doth  not  annul  either  civil  or  church  govern- 
ment, nor  thofe  differences  that  are  grounded  upon 
the  law  of  nature^  or  of  civil  fociety ;  for  we  fee  im- 
mediately before,  that  fuch  differences  are  allowed, 
and  the  particular  duties  of  them  retommended ; 
but  it  only  requires  that  all  due  refped:,  according  to 
their  ftation,  be  given  by  each  Chriftian  to  another; 
and  though  there  cannot  be  fuch  a  fubjeclion  of 
iriafters  or  parents  to  their  fervants  and  children,  as 
is  due  to  them  from  thefe,  yet  a  lowly  meek  carrying 
of  their  authority^  a  tender  refpeft  of  their  yoiith, 
receiving  of  an  admonition  from  them  duly  qualified, 
is  that  which  fuits  with  the  irule^     And,  in  general, 

not 
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not  delighting  in  the  trampling  on,  or  ahuiing  of 
any,  but  rather  feeking  the  credit  and  good  efteem 
of  ail  as  our  own,  taking  notice  of  that  good  in  them, 
wherein  they  are  beyond  us  ;  for  all  have  feme  ad- 
Tantage,  and  none  hath  alL  And,  in  a  word,  and  it 
18  that  of  St  Paul,  like  this  of  our  Apoltle  here^ 
Rom.  xii.  lo.  In  honour  preferring  one  another ^  q.  d. 
Let  this  be  all  the  ftrife,  who  fhall  put  moft  refpe<3 
each  on  another,  according  to  the  capacity  and  fta- 
lion  of  each  one  y  in  giving  honour^  go  each  one  before 
another^. 

Now,  that  fiich  carriage  may  be  fincere,  no  empty 
compliment,  or  court  holy  water,  (as  they  fpeak),  but 
a  part  of  the  folid  holinefs  of  a  Chriftian  ;  the  Apoftle 
requires  the  true  principle  of  fuch  deportment,  the 
grace  of  hamility.  That  a  Chriftian  put  on  tbat^  not 
the  appearance  of  it,  to  a£l^  in  as  a  ftage-garment,  but 
the  truth  of  it,  as  their  conftant  habit,  Be  ye  clothed 
with  humility.  It  mnfl  appear  in  your  outward  car- 
riage ;  fo  the  refemblance  of  clothing  imports ;  but 
let  it  appear,  as  really  it  is,  fo  the  very  name  of  it 
imports.  It  is  not  rotwuvofan^,  but  Taivci»offo(rv»ii,  not 
a  Jbew  of  humility,  but  heart  lowlinefs,  humility  of 
mind. 

As  it  is  the  bent  of  humility  to  hide  other  graces,, 
fo  far  as  piety  to  God,  and  our  brethren  will  permit, 
fo  it  would  willingly  hide  itfelf  j  loves  not  to  appear 
but  as  neeeffity  urges :  App^^^  it  muft,  and  doth 
fbmewbat  more  appear  than  many  other  graces  do, 
though  it  feeks  not  to  appear.  It  is  feen  as  a  modeft 
man  or  woman*s  apparel,  which  they  wear  not  for 
that  end  that  it  may  be  feen,  and  do  not  gaudily 
flaunt  and  delight  in  drefling ;  though  there  is  a  de- 
cency as  well  as  neeeffity,  which  they  do^  and  may 
have  refpeS  to,  yet  that  in  fo  neat  and  unaffe<9!ed  a 
way,  that  they  are  a  good  example  even  in  that 
point.     Thus  humility  in  carriage  and  words  is  as 

the 
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the  decorum  of  this  clothing,  but  the  main  is  the 
real  ofeful;nefs  of  it. 

And  therefore,  a  truly  humble  man  defires  not  ' 
much  to  appear  humble  ;  yea,  were  it  not  for  dif- 
edifying  his  brethren,  he  would  rather  difguife  and 
hide  not  only  other  things  by  humility,  but  even  hu- 
mility itfelf  J  and  would  be  content,  upon  miftake  of 
fome  words  or  geftures,  to  pafs  tor  proud  and  vain, 
being  humble  within,  rather  than  to  be  big  in  his 
own  eyes,  under  a  femblance  of  outward  lowlinefs  : 
Tea,  were  it  not  that  charity  and  piety  do  both  for- 
bid it,  he  would  not  care  to  do  fome  things  on  pur-* 
pofe  that  might  feem  arrogant,  to  carry  humility  un- 
feen,  that  doth  fo  naturally  delight  in  covering  of 
all  graces,  and  is  forry  that  it  cannot  do  fo  without 
being  feen  itfelf,  as  that  garment  that  covers  the  reft 
muft  of  neceffity  be  feen  itfelf.  But  feeing  it  muft 
be  fo,  it  is  with  the  leaft  (hew  that  may  be^  as  a  dark 
yeil  caft  about  rich  attire  hides  their  (hew,  and 
ftiakes  very  little  itfelf. 

This  therefore  is  mainly  to  be  ftudied,  that  the 
feat  of  humility  be  the  heart.  Although  it  will  be 
feen  in  the  carriage,  yet  as  little  as  it  can  ;  as  few 
words  as  may  be  concerning  itfelf;  and  thofe  it  doth 
fpeak  muft  be  the  real  thoughts  of  the  mind,  and  not 
an  affeded  voice  of  it  differing  from  the  inward 
fenfe  J  otherwife  humble  fpeech  and  carriage  only  put 
on  without,  and  not  faftened  in  the  infide,  is  the  moft 
refined  and  fubtile,  and  indeed  the  moft  dangerous 
kind  of  pride.  And  this  1  would  recommend  as  a 
fafe  way :  Ever  let  thy  thoughts  concernitig  thyfelf 
}}t  below  what  thou  uttereft  ;  and  what  thou  feeft 
needful  or  fitting  to  fay  to  thy  own  abafement,  be 
not  only  content  (which  moft  are  not)  to  be  taken  at 
thy  word,  and  believed  to  be  fuch  by  them  that  hear 
thee,  but  be  defirous  of  it ;  and  let  that  be  the  end 
of  thy  fpeech,  to  perfuade  them,  and  gain  it  of  them, 
that  they  really  take  thee  for  as  worthlefs  and  mean 
9S  thou  doft  exprefs  thyfelf. 
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Inf.  1.  But  how  little  are  we  acquainted  with  the 
real  frame  of  Chriftianity  ?  the  raoft  living  without 
a  rule,  not  laying  it  to  their  words  and  ways  at  all^ 
nor  yielding  fo  much  as  a  feeming  obedience  to  tbe 
gofpel ;  others  take  up  a  kind  of  profeffion,  and  think 
all  conlifts  in  fome  religious  performances,  and  do 
not  ftudy  the  inward  referve  of  their  heart-evils,  nor 
labour  to  have  that  temple  purged ;  for  the  heart 
ihould  be  a  temple,  and  it  Hands  in   much  need  of 
fweeping  out  the  fikhinefs,  and  putting  out  idoisi 
Some  there  be,  who  are  much  bufied  about  the  mat* 
ter  of  their  aflurance,  ftill  upon  that  point,  which  is 
lawful  indeed,  and  laudable  to  inquire  after,  yet  not 
fo  as  to  negled  other  things  more  needful.     It  were 
certainly  better  for  many,  when  they  find  no  iffue 
that  way,  to  turn  fpmewhat  of  their  diligence  to  the 
ftudy  of  Chriftian  graces  and  duties  in  their  ftatioo, 
and  to  talk  themfelves  for  a  time,  were  it  to  tbe  more 
fpecial  feeking,  firft  of  fome  one  grace  and  then  of 
another,  as  meeknefs  and  patience,  and  this  particu- 
larly of  humility.     To  be  truly  heart  humble,  mauy 
men  defpife  it  in  others,  but  fome  that  will  commend 
it  in  the  general,  or  in  fome  of  thofe  in  whom  they 
behold  it,  yet  feek  not  to  put  it  on  themfelves :  »Thcy 
love  to  be  more  gay,  and  to  feem  to  be  fomebodyi 
and  will  not  abafe  themfelves.     It  is  the  way,  fay 
they,  to  be  undone  :  This  clothing  is  too  poor  a  ftufii 
and  of  loo  fad  a  colour  for  them.     Oh  I  my  brethren, 
you  know  not  the  excellency  of  it,  ye  look  out  at  a 
diftance,   and  judge   according   to  your  light  vain 
minds :  But  will  you  fee  it  by  the  light  of  the  word^ 
and  then  you  Ihall  perceive  much  hidden  richnefs 
and  comelinefs  in  it :  and  do  not  only  approve  it, 
find  cadi  it  comely  on  others,  but  put  it  on,  and  fo  it 
is  mod  comely.     And  as  it  is  with  refpeft  to  all  gra- 
ces, fo  particularly  this  clothing  of  humility,  though 
it  make  lead  (hew,  yet  come  near,  and  you  will  fee  it 
both  rich  and  comely ;  and  though  it  hides  other 
graces,  yet  when  they  do  appear  under  it^  as  fome- 
times  they  will^  a  little  glance  of  them  fo)  makes 
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them  much  mor<s  efteemed.  Rebecca's  beauty  and 
her  jewels  were  coTered  with  a  veil ;  but  when  they 
did  appear,  the  veil  fet  them  off,  and  commended 
them,  though  at  a  diftance  it  hid  them. 

2.  In  all,  fo  particularly  in  this  grace,  take  heed 
of  a  difguife  or  counterfeit  of  it;  Oh  I  Sincerity  h 
all  in  all,  and  particularly  in  this,  only  be  low  in 
thine  own  eyes,  and  willing  to  be  fo  in  the  eyes  of 
others  ;  that  is  the  very  upright  nature  of  this  heart 
humility. 

I.  Not  deluded  with  falfe  conceit  of  advantages 
tbou  haft  not.  2.  Not  fwelled  with  a  vain  conceit 
of  thofe  thou  really  haft.  3.  Not  affedling  to  be 
efteemed  by  others,  either  upon  their  imagining  thee 
to  have  fome  good  that  is  not  in  thee,  or  difcerning 
that  which  is.  Is  not  the  day  at  hand,  when  men 
will  be  taken  off  their  falfe  heights  they  ftand  on, 
and  fet  on  their  own  feet ;  and  when  all  the  efteem 
of  others  ftiali  vanifti  and  pafs  away  like  fmoke,  and 
thou  ftialt  be  juft  what  God  finds  and  accounts  thee, 
and  neither  more  nor  lefs  ?  Oh  !  the  remembrance 
of  that  day,  when  a  true  eftimate  will  be  made  of  all : 
This  would  make  men  hang  lefs  upon  the  unftable 
conceits  and  opinions  of  one  another,  knowing  our 
judgment  and  day  ftiall  ftiortly  end.  Be  it  little  or 
much  thou  haft,  the  lower  and  clofer  thou  carrieft 
it  under  this  cloak,  the  fafer  ftiall  it  and  thou  be,  the 
more  ftiall  it  increafe ;  and  thou  ftxalt  be  the  liker 
Him  in  whom  allfulne/i  dwells ;  in  this  he  hath  raoft 
exprefsy  fet  himfelf  before  us  as  our  pattern;  and 
one  fays  well,  **  Sure  man  might  now  be  conftrained 
••  to  be  proud,  for  whom  God  himfelf  became  hum- 
f'  ble," 

Now,  to  work  the  heart  to  a  humble  pofture^ 
1.  Look  into  tbyfelf  in  eameft ;  and,  truly,  whofoever 
thou  be  that  haft  the*higheft  conceit  of  thyfelf,  and 
the  higheft  caufts  of  it,  a  real  fight  of  thyfelf  will  lay 
thy  creft.  Men  look  on  any  good,  or  fancy  of  it,  in 
themfelves  with  both  eyes,  and  (kip  over,  as  unplea^ 

fant. 
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fant,  their  real  defeds  and  deformities.  Every  man 
is  naturally  his  own  flatterer  ;  otherwife  flatteries,  and 
falfe  cryings  up  from  others,  would  make  little  im* 
preifion ;  but  hence  their  fuccefs,  they  meet  with 
the  fame  conceit  within.  But  will  any  man  fee  his 
ignorance,  and  lay  what  he  knows  not,  over  againft 
"what  he  knows ;  the  diforders  in  his  heart  and  af- 
fections, over  againft  any  right  motion  in  them  ;  his 
fecret  follies  and  fins,  againft  his  outwardly  Uamelefs 
carriage ;  and  this  man  ftiall  not  readily  love  and 
embrace  himfelf ;  yea,  it  (hall  be  impoflible  for  hin^ 
not  to  abafe  and  abhor  himfelf.  2.  Look  on  the 
good  in  others,  and  the  evil  in  thyfelf.  Make  that 
the  parallel,  and  then  thcu  wilt  walk  humbly.  Moft 
men  do  juft  the  contrary,  and  that  foolilh  and  unjuft 
comparifon  puffs  them  up.  3.  Thou  art  not  requir- 
ed to  be  ignorant  of  that  good,  which  really  is  fo  in- 
deed :  But  beware  of  imagining  that  to  be  good 
which  is  not ;  yea,  rather  Itt  fomething  that  is  truly 
good  pafs  thy  view,  and  fee  it  within  rather  than 
beyond  its  true  fixe.  And  then,  whatfoever  it  be,  fee 
it  not  as  thine  own,  but  God's,  his  free  gift ;  and  fo 
the  more  thpu  haft,  looking  on  it  in  that  view,  thou 
wilt  certainly  be  the  more  humble,  as  having  the 
more  obligations:  the  freight  of  them  will  prefs 
thee  down,  and  lay  thee  ftill  lower  ;  as  you  fee  it  ia 
Abraham,  the  clear  vifions  and  promifes  he  had, 
made  him  fall  down  flat  to  the  ground,  Gen.  xv.  iz. 
4.  Pray  much  for  the  fpirit  of  humility,  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift ;  ifor  that  is  it ;  otherwife  all  thy  vilenefs 
will  not  humble  thee.  When  men  hear  of  this  or 
other  graces,  and  how  jeafonable  they  are,  they  think 
prefently  to  have  them,  and  dp  not  confider  the  na- 
tural enmity  and  rebellion  of  their  own  hearts,  and 
the  neceflity  of  receiving  them  from  heaven ;  and 
therefore,  in  the  ufe  of  all  other  means,  be  moft 
dependent  on  that  influence,  and  moft  in  that 
mean  which  opens  the  heart  moft  to  that  influence, 
and  draws  it  down  upon  the  heart,  and  that  is  prayer. 

Of 
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■'  Of  all  the  evils  of  out  corrupt  natute,  there  is 
none  more  connatural  and  univerfal  than  pride ;  the 
grand  wickednefs,  felf-exalting  in  our  own  and  others 
opinion.  Thou^  I  will  not  conteft  what  was  the 
^irft  ftep  in  that  complicated  firft  fin,  yet  certainly 
this  of  pride  was  one^  and  a  main  ingredient  in  it ; 
that  whiph  the  unbelief  conceived  going  before*,  and 
the  difobedience  following  after,  were  both  fervants 
|;o.;  and  ever  fince  it  dicks  ftill  deep  in  our  nature. 
So  that  St  Auguftine  fays  truly,  ''  That  which  firft 
*'  overcame  man,  is  the  laft  thing  he  overcomes." 
Some  fins,  comparatively^  may  die  before  us,  but  this 
bath  life  in  it,  fenfibly,  as  long  as  we.  It  is  as  the 
heart  of  all,  the  firft  living,  and  the  laft  dying  ;  and 
hath  this  advantage,  that,  whereas  other  fins  are  fo- 
mented by  one  another,  this  feeds  even  on  virtues 
and  graces,  as  a  moth  that  breeds  in  them,  and  con^ 
fumes  them ;  even  in  the  fineft  of  them,  if  it  be  not 
carefully  looked  to.  This  hydra,  as  one  head  of  it 
is  cut  off,  another  rifes  up  :  It  will  fecretly  cleave  to 
the  beft  adions,  and  prey  upon  them :  And  there- 
fore is  there  fo  much  need  that  we  contimially  watch 
and  fight,  and  pray  again  ft  it ;  and  be  reftlefs  in  the 
purfuit.of  real  and  deep  humiliation,  daily  feeking  to 
advance  further  in  it ;  to  be  nothing,  and  defire  to 
be  nQthing ;  not  only  to  bear,  but  to  love  our  owii 
aba^ment,  and  the  things  that  procure  and  help  i^t ; 
to  take  pleafure  in  them,  fo  far  as  n^ay  be  without 
fin  ;  yea,  even  of  our  finful  failings,  when  they  are 
difcovered,  to  love  the  bringing  low  of  ourfelves  by. 
^em,  while  we  hate,  and  grieve  for  the  fin  of  them. 

And,  above  all,  itis  neceffary  to  watch  ourfelves  in 
our  beft  things,  that  felf  get  not  in ;  or  if  it  break  in, 
or  fteal  in  at  any  time,  that  it  be  prefently  found  out 
and  caft  out  again  ;  t6  have  that  eftabliftied  within 
us,  to  do  all  for  God  ;  to  intend  him  and  his  glory 
in  all,  and  to  be  willing  to  advance  his  glory,  were 
it  by  our  own  difgrace  ;  not  to  make  raifing  or  plea- 
fing  tbyfelf  the  rule  of  exercifing  thy  parts  and  gra- 

VoL.  II.  Pp  ces, 
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gloffj  oyf  (by  Lprd^  N»w  tbk  i%  ita^tA  ta  be  ieveie^ 
tiis^flx  Mff  «nd  uoiMd  ta  htm^  w  have  felf-love  turo^ 
intQ  tbf  1q¥^  qf  Oq4«  And  tbii  i^  bis.  Qwn  WMk )  it 
|s  ftbQV^  9II  oj^brr  baoda }  tbeip«fei^&  the  aiaiii  cQwJmt 
igaiqft  ptiide,  ftnid  tbe  mnqueft  oif  it»  aod  gHtmnjg  of 
lilu«(uUty»  16  certainly  by  pri)>Qr«  God  beftawa  him 
ittf  nMft  t^  lhe«p  tba«  tee  mol)  ibundtnit  id  pcayci  i 
»nd  tb9)(  to  wkvciin  h^  (hAWi  himfelf  lepft,  aie  c^aiaia. 
ly.  tb«  iPAft  bumbk. 

NcKWt  t<)  ftir  «i9  up  loi  diltgmiie^in  Ifbf  ftiidy  mi 
flfi?Qi&  of  thia  gS0MC«,  uk«  bjpiQfljr  a  cQafukriatiQii  01 

tWQ* 

I.  Look  QB.  thai  nhsxf  poime^  a£^  tbi9  high  ^9^ 
tinple  of  lQ»«Hne&  £it  befo^  m ;  Jefus  Chxiii  $^ 
qttisiflg  <^W  pamiculftv  can  ta  Uke  tbis  kfixm,  fion 
liini.  And  ia  it  not  mo&  feaionaibto  ^  Hd  th&  nxaft 
|ait»  tb^  rooft  oxQ^Urat  luid  compUte  q£  ^  n»eA,  aad 
yet  tbe  9iQft  btuobJb :  He  II)or«^  thaa  a  oaan,  andt  jet 
vriUiQgly  becatai^  ia  fome  fort,  Ifiik  than,  a  maa^  a»  it 
lit  ^xpi^lfedv  a  ^c»0ffx»  Mdno^  man^  FiaK  xxiu6. ;  and 
¥Eb6iii  onaiffij  itifelf  emptied  iifo^^  and  disfccn^td  fa 
low^  CbaU;  a  Miorrp  fwell  and  h^  bi^h.  cot»;oiHd  3 

ThCHiw  cQnfid^er  u  waa  for  u^  be  humbled  kiai&tf, 
to  ^xpiaitfi  Qur  prido;  acmI  thieKfore  in  ^  euidmclji . 
tb«  naMe  jihft  ebAt  ire  foUony  a  p^ltsiera  wfaictat  is  bodi 
fo  gre^l  ia  it£i^,  and  doib  fn  warl)?  cosatcera  11&.  ^'  Q 
*^bivmiii|y  \  th^  viftiw  of  Chiift^  (that  wbjcb*  b^  fo 
^  ptcttUai:)))  ei^au&d)»  boW'  ibit  tliou  oopfoimd  tbo 
*f  y^oity  at'  oi*r  piide?*' 

^  Conlidf^r  tbe  iaf^tjc  of  grace  \;io»dw  fthis,  oiath- 
|ng,  k  i9  that'  which  keep^  '9^  au«mp^i^d  le  a  thou^ 
UJ^  baa^r4&>  i^tBilitj  dotb  gJtwe  no  prcjudiee  10 
€K)iieping  it^  bM  Hidsed  Ibellcri  it  &ob^  vinDkfieo  and 
Di^xong  ;  th^^oK  tha^rdKt^jiiftlj  oaU  it^  cmfi^vsUniu 
virMtiim^  Ib^  pnefei^T2«iioif  g^^a^y  and^boJb  &7$,weU» 
H  1*bal:  1^  wbe  9aarieS;odber  gcapes;:  Kithoiit humility, 
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'^  cfirries  a  prfkrtout  powAsr  kk  lfa«  wtdd  vr Alhmt  it 

3^  €onfider  tht  imrreafe  of  gr^cc  by  it^  feitd  thHfi 
H  herd  9R(>refl«rd  ;  the  (ier%6t  eitmity  of  OaA  a^inft 
prWe;  and  his  b«>iinty  toikratds  hthnilitj  /  ffd  rijijktb 
the  proud,  and  giveth  grace  to  the  bumMi. 

1.  ihfr  COTntty  of  Grtd  agatnft  the  pPoud,  bb  te^ 
Jfieib  tfyenU  ti^ltljirtf-IrM  ;   h^flngles  it  out  for  his  graftd 

cnennry,  itrA/ti}  bi^/htf  in  battie-i^rraf  agairrft  it,  fo 
Ihd  vfbpd  id.  it  breaih  thd  ^ainks  of  mbil  tti  wHtcH 
be  hath  fee  tbemi  whon  thej  &re  nbt  futtjed^,  *«ifv^ 
rjrtr*)pim,.  as  the  *ofd  rj  before  ;  yea^  it  xti^  only 
Kre^li  rank,  but  rtfes  iql  in  rebrlliofi  a(}ain(l  Ood^ 
anddfotb  what  it  earl  to  dechroilfe  him  and  ufurp  his 
Ijmc^  !  Therefdre  he  orders  hit  forces  ageirtft  it  ( 
and  io  be  fare,  if  God  be  able  to  lilake  his  party 
goodv  pride  Ihall  not  efaape  ruin.  He  vrill  break  itv 
and  briag  it  low  ;  for  he  is  &i  upon  that  [iurpdre,  ahd 
wiH  f\bn  lie  div*rtedv 

2.  The  boiriity  of  God  tb  the  hurnble  ;  Bnt  begt" 
Wtb  jf/ace.  Potirs  it  o»t'  plentifUny  uipoti  huiirble 
l^artd*  His  fweet  drws  and  ihowers  of  grace  fiidfc 
off  rhc  tnduntaim  of  prfde^  arid  fall  on  the  low  val- 
lies  of  huinblo  heart^^  and  make  them  p'leafant  sTitd 
fertile.  The  fwclHng  hearfj  p»ft  up  with  »  fantfy  df 
foto€l>,  hash  o5o  room  for  grace.  It  is  Kftcd  uji,  is 
hot  boUi^wed  and  fi'ited  tb  reeeire  dnd-contiHn  ttie 
graces  that  defcend  from  dbove*  And  agahi^  as  thfe 
hontble  heart  is  moft  capacions,  afid^  as  bfeii^^  emptied 
aifd' Holioi;v^d^  can  hdld  ndofty  f6r  it  is  mod  thl^nKfdl, 
atknowledg^s  aH  as  ifreeivedi  biie  the  pri^trd*  cries,  i]l 
is'hris'owni  Tht  return  of  glory  that  is  d'tie  from 
grace^  qdmea  ittoft  frtiely  ahd  pIfeiitifuHy  from  an 
ktaimble  heW*t :  God  deJigftts  to  enrtchiittvith  griare, 
msA  it  delights-  tor  marn  him  gloJ-y*  I^He  more  he 
beftows  on  it,  the  more  it  defires  to  honour  him  with 
all ;  and  the  more  it  doth  fo^  the  mpre  readily  he  be- 
flb*l%flSH  Meter  tttroH  it ;  amd  thh  h  tht  f»eet  irfter- 
cburflr  Belwikf  GdU  6irf-  th€  hurfible  (put     l^his  is 
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the  noble  ambition  of  humility,  in  refpedt  whereof^ 
all  the  afpirings  of  pride  are  lotvr  and  bafe.  Whenr ' 
all  is  reckoned,  the^wlieft  mind  is  truly  the  higheft; 
and  thefe  two  agree  fo  well,  that  the  more  lowly  it  is, 
it  is  thus  the  higher  ;:  and  the  higher  thus/  it  is  ftill 
the  more  lowly. 

Oh !  my  brethren,  want  of  this  Is  a  great  caufe  of 
all  our  wants.  Why  (hould  our  God^  beftow  on  ns^ 
what  we  would  beftow  on  our  idol-felf ;  or  if  not  to 
idolize  thyfelf,  yet  to  idolize  the  thing,  the  gift  that 
grace  beftowed,  to  fetch  thy  believing  and  comforts' 
from  that,  which  is  to  put  it  in  his  place  that  gave^ 
and  to  make  Baal  of  f/,  as  fome  would  render  Hofeah 
ii.  8."*.  Now  he  will  not  furnifh'tfaee  thus  to  his  own 
prejudice  therein  ;  feek  therefore  to  have  thine  heart 
on  ahigh  defign,  feeking  grace  ftill,  not  toreft  in  any 
gift,  nor  to  grow  vain  and  regardlefs  of  him  upon  it. 
If  we  had  but  this  fixed"  with  us  ;  "  What  gift  or 
**  grace  I  feek,  what  comfort  I  feek,  it  ftiall  be  M 
*^  fooner  mine,  but  it  fliall  be  all  thine  again,  and 
**  myfelf  with  it.  I  defire  nothing  from  thee  but 
''  that  it  may  come  back  to  thee,  and  draw  me  with 
**  it  unto  thee.  This  is  all  my  end^  and  all  my  de-^ 
"  fire :"  The  requeft  thus  prefented  would  not  come 
back  fo  often  unanfwered. 

This  is*  the  only  way  to  grow  quicldy  rich  ;  come 
.ftill  poot  to  him  that  hath  enough  ever  to  enrich 
thee,  and  defire  of  his  riches  not  for  thyfelf,  but  for 
him.  Mind  entirely  his  glory  in  all  thou  haft  and 
feekeft  to  have.  What  thou  haft,  ufe  fo,  and  what 
thou  wanteft,  vow  that  thou  wilt  ufe  it  fo  ;  let  itht 
his  in  thy  purpofe,  even  before  it  be  thine  in  pofle£- 
fion,  as  Hannah  did  in  her  fuit  for  a  fon,  i^  Sam.  i;  ii^ 
and  thou  Ihalt  obtain*  as  (he  did  ^  and  then,  as  ftse 
was,  be  thou  faithful  in  the  performance  :  Himwbm 

I 

«  The  words  hv^^^  ^^y  which  we  render,  which  they  fn- 
pared  for  Baal,  may,  as  the  margip  notes,  be  tranflated,.wA<r«- 
Moith  ihey  made  BaaL  * 
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J  received  (fays  (he,  ven  27^  28*)  by  petition,  I  have 
returned  to  the  Lord. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  fecret  pride  and  felfiftnefi 
of  our  heatts^hat  obilrudb  much  of  the  bounty  of 
God's  hand  in  the  meafure  of  our  graces,  and  the 
fweet  embraces  of  his  love,  which  we  i^ould  other- 
wife  find.  The  more  that  we  let  go  of  ourfelves,  ftill 
the  more  fliould  we  receive  of  himfelf.  Oh,  foolilh 
we,  that  refufe  fo  bleiled  an  exchange ! 

To*  this  humility,  as  in  thefe  words  it  is  taken  in 
the  notion  of  our  inward  thoughts  touching  ourfelvesv 
and  our  carriage  in  relation  to  others,  the  Apoftte 
joins  the  other  humility,  in  relation  to  God ;  being 
indeed  the  different  adings  of  one  and  the  fame 
grace,  and  infeparably  connected  each  with  the  other, 
which  we  are  next  to  confiden 

Ver.  6.  Humble  yourfehes^  tberefore^  under  the  mighty 
band  of  God,  that  be  may  exalt  you  in  due  time. 

THIS  is-.preft  by  a  reafon,  both  of  equity  and  ne- 
ceffity,  in  that  word,  the  migbty  band  of  God. 
He  is  Sovereign  Lord  of  all,  and  all  things  do  obeiw 
fance  to  him  ;  therefore  it  isjuft  that  you  his  people, 
profeffing  loyalty  and  obedience  to  him,  be  mod  fub- 
miffive  and  bumble  in  your  fubjedion  to  him  in  all 
things.  Again  the  neceffity,  bis  migbty  band  :  There 
is  no  driving  ;  it  is  a  vain  thing  to  flinch  and  druggie, 
for  he  doth  what  he  will ;  and  his  hand  is  fo  mighty^ 
that  the  greated  power  of  the  creature  is  nothing  to 
k.  .  Yea,  it  is  all  indeed  derived  from  him,  and  there- 
fore cannot  do  any  whit  againd  him  ;  if  thou  wilt 
not  yield,  thou  mud  yield  j.  if  thou  wilt  not  be  Jed, 
thou  fhalt  be  pulled  and  drawn,  j  therefore  fubmiflion 
is  your  only  courfe. 

The-  third  reafoa  by  which  humility  is  prefled,  is 
that  of  utility  or  certain  advantage,  as*  there  is  no-- 
thing  to  be  gained,  yea,  rather  as  you  are  certainly 
tiiined  by  reludance,  fo  this  humble  fubmifGon  js 

/  4  the 
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Ike  oiily  way  to  gaim^  if  gidfi  be  the  |ie)iit  yeii  ahli 
at.  What  would  jou  have  under  any  affliAion^  bat 
be  delivered,  aikl  raifed  ap}  thuft  alone  you  attain 
tfaatt  bumbid  yoMrfihex^  and  bt  JMl  fMiJtyou  np  in 
dui  time. 

Tlii»  is  the  end  wb;  he  humbles  yoo,  lays  wdif^s 
upoQ  youy  thai  you  may  be  deprefied^  Now^  when 
»  ie  gained,  that  you  are  willingly  foi  then  the 
weights  are  taken  off,  and  yoo  are  lifted  U)ft  by  his 
gracious  band.  Otherwife,  is  is  not  enough,  that  he 
hath  bumbled  you  by  bis  band^  unleA  yvm  bnmbtt 
$ourfeU)€S  under  bir  band.  Many  hare  bad  great  ami 
many  prepared,  one  aSi(flion  afier  another^  and  beee 
humbled,  and  yet  not  r»ade  humbfei  as  ehey  oom^ 
monly- expreis  the  difference:  Humbled  byiottt  ia 
regard  of  their  outward  condnion,  but  notr  humbled 
in  their  inward  temper ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  the 
Weight  i»  off 9  like  heapa  of  wool,  they  rifo  up  agaiM, 
and  groD^  as  big  as  they  were* 

If  we  would  coiiiider  this  in  our  particular  trials^ 
aod  aim  ar  this  deportmens,  it  were  oar  wi^doni. 
Are  tbey  not  itiad,  that,  under  any  (Iroke,  fuarre(  or 
Hrruggle  againft  God  ?  What  gain  yovci  children  thus 
at  your  hands,  but  uiore  blows  ?  Nor  19  tbis^  or^ly  att 
vnfeemly  and  unbappy  way,  openly  t0  rc^Aft  and 
ftrire,  but  even  fecretly  to  fret  and'  grumble :  For  be 
bears  the  lead  whifpering  of  the  hearty  and  looks 
moit  bow  that  behaves  irfeli^  undeif  his  band.  Oh*! 
bumble  acceptance  of  bis  ebatftirenaent,  is  our  duty 
and  our  peace  ;  tluit'  wbicb  gains  rtf^ft  on  tb^  beatt 
of  our  Fattier,  ai^  i»ake9  the  rod  hil  fdoneft  ou^  of 
ijLii  band.  , 

And  not  only  Aould  we  hatw  ttmis,  in^  dur  o^t^taM 
things,  but  In  our  l^rrituat  eondiiiorfy  aS  the  trhir^ 
the  Lord  is  much  pleaftd  with'  m  bto  cM^tdroa^ 
There  is  a  Atfbborn«e6  aikf  feetiting  of)  lle^m  con** 
eermng  oui^  fouts^  that  arifiis^  from  pridis  attd  A4  M- 
Maiedneft'  of  our  nature  ;  and  jm  ibm^tafee  9piM' 
fu«e  Hi  k^  touching  llko*nlatt^(rfbeiitfiaWa«4sll^^ 
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taoee^  if  k  be  ^witfaheld;  or  wlii^  thfy  take  mdre 
liberty  in^  if  it  fae  firndtificalion  and  vidsory  over  fin 
they  faek ;  and  yet;  find  little  or  no  foec^.  But  the 
Lard  Riding  them  under  ini  thefe,  tbey  thea  rax 
themtelves,  and  wax  move  difbonten^d,  and  nothing  , 
pieafes  thepsr;  as  peevifh  children,  opon  the  reftiiAl 
of  ibmewhat  they  woi:tld  have,  take  difpleafure,  ani 
niiake  nf^  nccouht  of  the  daily  provifion  made  fot 
them,  and  all  the  other  be^fits  they  h^vt  by  t}m 
care  and  love  of  th^ir  parents.  This  is  a  folly  ver^jr 
unbe&eming  (he  children  th«l'are  the  cbuSt^m  of 
wJHomj  and  Ihould  walk  as  Aich :  And  til)  thej^  leavil 
more  humble  refped  for  tiienr  Father's  itill^  tb^T^ 
are  ftill  th^  foFfher  off  froaa  their  purpose.  WeM 
they  once  broaght  to  fubrint  the  matter,  and  givo 
bim  heartily  his  will,  be  would  readily  give  them 
theirs,  as  far  9^  i^ere  for  their  good;  as  you  fay  to 
your  children  of  any  thing  they  are  too  fttlT  and  earw 
Dell  in,  aad  make  a  no|fe  fbr,  ^*  Cry  not  for  i(^  and 
**  you  ftiall  have  it/* 

And  this  is  the  thing  we  obl^rve  not,  that  the 
Lord  often  by  his  delays  is  arming  at  thi^ ;  and  werd 
this  done,  we  cannot  think  how  gractoufly  he  would 
deal  with  u^»  His  gracious  defign  is  to^  m^ke  rpuch 
room  for  grace  by  much  hfHn)>Hr>g ;  ^fpectally  in 
fome  fpijita  that  need  much  trying,  or  xi^ben  he 
means  muc>h  to  enable  f(Or  fom^  Angular  fewice :  And 
thus  the  time  is  not  loft,  as  w#  are  apt  to  )m^^in€, 
but  it  furthers;  our  end,  while  im  think  the  contrary* 
tt  is-necefiaty  time  and  pains  that  i%  grven  to  the  un* 
l>at)afting  of  a  (hip^  eafting  out  the  eamh  and  fand, 
whe«»  k  is  to  be  loader  with  t^es.  We  mud  h% 
emptied  more^  if  we  would  have  of  tAat  iulneis  atxi 
jriebes  which  we  are  longing  for. 

So  liDngB  as  we  f^a^m  and  chaf&  againA  hrs  way^, 
though  it  b&  in  our  bejQ:  fuits,  w©  am  not  in  apofture 
for  a  favourable  a^ofwer.  Would  we^  wring  things 
out  of  his  band  hy  fretfialnefe  ?tba*  »  not  the  w«y; 
Jio^  but  prefent  hotnbitt*  liihaiiillvet  fui        '^  Lord; 

"  this 
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^  this  18  my  defire,  but  thou  art  wife  and  gracious  ; 
^  I  refer  the  matter  to  thy  will  for  the  thing,  and 
**  for  the  meafure,  and  time,  and  all."  Were  we 
moulded  to  this  compofure,  then  were  mercy  near. 
When  he  hath  gained  this,  broke  our  will,  and  ta* 
med  our  lloutnefs,  then  he  relents  and  pities.  See 
Jer.  XXX.  17,  18.  Beeaufe  ibey  called  tbee  an  outcaft^ 
&c.  thus  faith  the  Lord^  l^ebotd  I  will  bring  again  ibc 
captivity  of  JacoVs  tents^  &c. 

This  I  would  recommend  in  any  eilate,  the  humble 
folding  under  the  Lord's  hand,  kilfing  the  rod,  and 
falling  low  before  him.  And  this  is  the  way  to  be 
raifed.  But  one,  perhaps,  may  think  he  hath  tried 
this  a  while,  and  is  ftill  at  the  fame  point,  hath  gain- 
ed nothing,  and  he  may  therefore  be  ready  to  fall 
back  to  bis  old  repinings  :  Let  fuch  a  one  know  his 
humbling  and  compliance  was  not  upright. '  It  was 
a  fit  of  falfe  conilrained  fubmiffion,  and  therefore 
lafts  not ;  it  was  but  a  tempting  of  God,  inftead  of 
fubmitting  to  him.  ^'  Oh!  will  he  have  a  fubmif- 
**  fion  ?  I  will  try  it,  but  with  this  referve,  that  if 
<*  after  fuch  a  time  I  gain  not  what  I  feek,  I  fliall 
'^  think  it  is  loft,  and  that  I  have  reafon  to  return  to 
"  my  difcontent.^'  Though  the  man  fays  not  thus^ 
yet  this  temper  is  fecretly  under  it.  But  wouldft  thou 
have  it  right,  it  muft  be  without  condition,  without 
referve  ;  no  time,  nor  any  thing,  prefcribed ;  and  then 
he  will  make  his  word  good.  He  will  raife  tbeemp. 

And  that  in  due  time.  Not  thy  fancied  time,  but 
his  own  wifely  appointed  time.  Thou  thinkeft,  now 
I  am  finking,  if  he  help  not  now,  it  will  be  too  late  ; 
yet  he  fees  it  otherwife ;  he  can  let  thee  ijnk  yet 
lower,  and  yet  bring  thee  up  again :  He  doth  but 
ftay  till  the  moft  fit  time.  Thou  canft  not  fee  it  yet, 
but  thou  (halt  fee  it,  that  his  chofen  time  is  abfolute- 
lybeft;  God  waitetb  to  be  gracious^  Ifa.  x&x.  18* 
Doth  he  wait,  and  wilt  not  thou  }  Oh  !  the  firm  be* 
lief  of  his  wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs,  what  dif- 
Acuity  wiV  ijt  not  iurmount?  So  then  be  humbly 

under 
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under  his  haiid;   fubmir  not  only  thy  goods,  thy 
health,  thy  life,  but  thy  foul.    Seek  and  wait  for  thy 
pardon  as  a  condemned  rebel,  with  thy  rope  about 
thy  neck.    Lay  thyfelf  low  before  him,  ftoop  at  his 
feet,  and  crave  leave  to  look  up,  and  fpeak,  and  fay, 
•*  Lord,  I  am  juftly  under  the  fentence  of  death.     If 
^*  I  fall  under. it,  thou  art  righteovis,  and  I  do  h^re 
**  acknowledge  it  '^  But  there  is  deliverance  iti  Cbrift, 
^  thither  I  would  have  recourfe  :  yet  if  I  be  beaten 
'^  back,  and  held  out,  and  faith  with-held  from  me» 
**  and  I  peri(b,  as  it  were,  in  view  of  falvation,  if  I 
^'  fee  the  rock,  and  yet  cannot  come  at  it,  but  drown  ; 
V  what  have  I  to  fay  ?  In  this  likewife  tbou  art  righ- 
'«  teous.     Only,  if  it  feem  good  unto  thee  to  fave  the 
^*  vileft^  molt  wretched,  of  finners,  and  (hew  great 
'^  mercy  in  pardoning  fo  great  debts,  the  higher  will 
"  be  the  glory  of  that  mercy.  However,  here  1  am  re-» 
^  folved  to  wait,  till  either  tbou  gracioufly  receive  me, 
"  or  abfolutely  rejefl  me.     If  thou  do  this,  I  have 
*^  not  a  word  to  fay  againll  it ;  but  becaufe  tho^  art 
««  gracious,  I  hope,  I  hope,  thou  wilt  yet  have  mercy 
**  on  me.'*     I  dare  fay  that  the  promife  in  the  text 
beloi^  to  fuch  a  foul,  and  itjball  be  raifed  up  in  due 
time.  , 

And  What  though  moft  or  all  of  our  life  Ihould 
pafs  without  much  feniible  tafte  even  of  fpiritual 
comforts ;  a  poor  all  it  is.  Let  us  not  over-efteem 
this  mofdent^  and  fo  think  too  much  of  our^  better  or 
worft  condition  in  it,  either  in  temporals,  yea,  or  in 
fpirituals,  fuch  as  are  more  arbitrary  and  acceiRiry  to 
the  name  of  our  fpiritual  lif(?.  Provided  we  can 
humbly  wait  for  free  grace,  and  depend  on  the  word 
of  promife,  we  are  I'afe.  If  the  Lord  will  clearly 
ihine  on  us,  and  refrefh  us,  this  is  much  to  be  deiired 
and  prized  \  but  if  he  fo  think  fit,  what  if  we  (hot^ld 
be  all  our  days  held  at  a  diftance,  and  under  a  cloud  of 
wrath  ?  It  is  but  a  moment  in  bis  angcr^  Pfal.  xxx.  5 . 
Then  follows  a  liftrf:ime  in  his  favour,  an^endleGltfe^ 
time;     It' is  but  weepings  as  it  there  follows, /or  a 
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ni^btf  andjo^  comes  in  ibe  mbmkig;  tbat  clearer  nmrn^ 
ing  of  eternity,  to,  which  no  evei^ing  fucceeds. . 

Ver.  y.  CaJHng  all  your  care  uf^on  bim,  forbccaretb 
'  for  you. 

AMONGST  other  fpiritual  fecrets,  this  is  one,  and 
a  prime  one,  the  combination  of  lowlinefs  and 
boldnefs,  bumble  confidence  .•  This  is  the  true  temper 
qf  a  child  of  God,  towards  his  gifeat  and  good  Father  ; 
jior  can  any  other  have  it,  but  they  that  are  indeed 
his  children,  and  have  within  them  that  ^irit  of 
adoption,  which  ht  fends  into  their  hearts.  Gal.  iv.  6. 

And  thefe  two  the  Apoftle  here  joins  together. 
Humble  yourfelves  under  the  baud  of  God,  and  yet  caji 
your  care  on  him  ;  upon  that  fame  hand  under  which 
you  ought  to  humble  yourfches,  muft  you  withal 
caft  over  your  care,  all  your  c^te,  for  be  caretb  for 
you.  •  .     :  , 

Confider,  i.  The  nature  of  this  tronfidence,  cajling 
all  your  care  on\bim.  2.  The  ground  ;oi  warrant  of 
itf  for  he  caretb  for  you, 

I.  For  the  nature  of  it,  every  nian  hath  fome  dc-. 
fires  and  purpofes  that  are  predominant  with  him, 
befides  tbofe  that  relate  to  the  daily  exigencies  of 
life  with  which  he  is  compafTed ;  and  in  both  accord- 
ing to  their  importance  or  his  efteem,  and  the  dif- 
ficulties occurring  in  them,  he  is  naturally  carried  to 
be  proponioiially  thoughtful  and  careful  in  thete. 
Now,  the  excefs  and  diftemper  of  this  care  is  one  of 
the  great  diieafes.and  miferies  of  man's  life.  Moral 
men,  perceiving  apd  refenting  it,  have  been  tamper-* 
ing  at  the  cure,  and:prefcribing  after  their  fafliion, 
but  with  little  fuccefs^  ^  Some  prefent  abatement  and 
allay  of  the  parbxilin  'or  extremity,  their  rules  may. 
reach  ;  but  they  never  go  near  the  bottom^  the  caofe 
of  the  evil ;  and  therefore  cannot  work  a  thorough 
found  cure  of  it; .     •.         ; 
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Something  they  hay«  fpokenV- fomewhat  fitly,  of 
the  forpafiing  nature's  rule  and  (ize  in  the  purfuit  of 
faperfiuotts  needkfs  things ;  but  forthe  on^voidable 
care  of  things  needful,  they  knew  no  redrtffs,  hut  re- 
fer men  entirely  to  their  own  induftry  and  diligence. 
They  can  tell  bow  little  will  ferve -him,  that  feeks 
nompre'tban  what  will  ferve  ;  but  bow  tabepro<^ 
vided  of  the  little,  or  to  be  aflured  of  it,  and  freed 
from  troubling  care,  they,  cannot:  tell. 

Now;,  truly,  it  were  a  great  point  to  be  well  in^ 
ftruded'  in  the  former ;  and  it.  il  necefl^ry  fof  the 
due  pradice  of  this  rule  here  given,^  touching  neceC- 
fary  cares,  fir  ft  to  cutoff  cares  unmfceflary,  to  re- 
.trench  all  extravagant  fuperflurous  d^fives*  For,  cer^ 
tainW,  a  great*  part  of  the  troubling  cares  of  men  re- 
late merely  to  things  that  are  fucb  as  have  no  other 
*ntcefiity  iii:  them,  but  what  oar  diibrdered  defire^ 
create,'  rior  ti^uly  any  real  good  in  them,  but  what 
oar  fancy  puts  upon  them.  Some  lire  indeed  forced 
to  labour' hard ibr  their  daily  bread  ;*  but^ ^ihdoubtedly, 
a  grekt-deal  of  the  fwent  and  toil  of  the  greateft  part 
of  men  is^  about  ufmeoeflarras^.  Suchan  eftdte,  fo 
much  by  the  year,  fucli  a  place,  fi>  much-  honour  and 
eflieem,  and  rank  in  the  world  ;  thefe>'are  the  things 
that  tR^kt  fomeflavesfotthe  bumburs^of  others  whom 
they  court,  and  place  their  dependence  on, '  for  thefe 
ends ;  andtbcxfe,  polfiblyv'to  whom  they  are  fo  en* 
thralled,  ate*  themfelves  at  ias  little  liberty,  but  cap-  ^ 
titrated  to  thehUniours  of  fome  others,  either  above 
them,  or  that  being  below^  them^  may-give  acceffion 
and  fartberai^ce  to  their  ends  of  enrichment,  ad- 
vancement,-or^popula^rity.  Men  fet  on  thefe  things 
forge  necefiities  to  tbenifelves,  and  make  Vain  things 
as  nc^^flWry  as  food  an[d  raiment,  refolving  that  they  - 
will  have  them,  or  feUnia  the  chac«,ibeing  wilfully 
afod 'Unavoidably  bent  on-them.  Tbeyjba^^will  be 
rfc*,  fays  tbeApoftle,  iTim.  vi.  9.  that  are  refolved 
on  it^poA  any  tetms^  meet  with  terms  bard  enough ; 
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tbeyfaU  into  temptathn^  and  a  fnare^  and  into  many 
fooltfb  and  hurtful  Iti/is^  which  drown  men  in  de/lruc- 
iion  and  perdition.  There  is  no  recovering,  but  AiU 
they  ar^  plunged  deeper  and  deeper,  and  thefe  are 
foolijb  lujis  too,  unreafonable,  cbildifh  deiire^  ;  after 
one  bargain,  fuch  another ;  and  after  one  fin,  ano- 
ther ;  to  make  even,  and  fomewhat  then  to  keep  that 
ivhole ;  and  fo  on  without  end.  If  their  hearts  are 
fet  upon  purchafe  and  land,  ilill  fome  houfe.or  neigh- 
bour-field,  Ibme  Nabotb-'Vineyard  is  in  their  eye^,  and 
all  the  reft  is  nothing  without  th^t,  which  discovers 
the  madnefs  of  this  humour,  this  dropfy-thirft. 

And  this  is  the  firft  thing  indeed  to  be  looked  to, 
that  pur  defires  and  cares  be  brought  to  a  due  com- 
pals ;  and  what  would  we  have  ?  Do  we  think  con- 
tentment lies  in  fo  much,  and  no  lefs  ?  Alas  !  when 
4hat  is  attained,  it  ihall  appear  as  far  off  as  before. 
When  children  are  at  the  foot  of  a  high  hill,  they 
think  it  reaches  the  heavens ;  and  yet,  if  they  were 
there,  they  find  tbemfelves  as  far  off  as  before,  at 
lead  not  fenQbly  nearer.  Men  think.  Oh  !  had  I 
this,  I  were  well ;.  and  v^hen  it  is  reached,  it  is  but 
an  advanced  ftandiiQg  to  look  higher^and  fpy.out  for 
fome  other  thing. 

We  are  indeed  children  in  this,  to  think  the  good 
of  our  eftate  is  in  the  gteatnefs,  and  not  in  the  fit^ 
nefs  of  it  tot  us.  He  were  a  fool  that  would  have 
his  clothes  fo  ;  and  think  the  bigger  and  longer.they 
were,  they  would  pleafe  him  the  better.  And  certain- 
ly as  in  apparel,  fo  io  place  and  eftate,  and  all  out- 
.ward  things,  their  good  lies  not  in  their  greatnefs, 
but  in  their  fitnefs  for  us :  As  our  Saviour  tells  us 
expref$ly,  that  man^s  life  cohji/letb  not  in  tbe  abundance 
of  tbe  tbimgs  be  pojeffitb^  Luke  xii.  13.  Think  you 
great  and  rich  perfons  live  more  content ;  believe  it 
not.  If  they  will  deal  freely,  they  can  tell  you  the 
contrary ;  that  there  is  nothing  but  a  (hew  in  them  \ 
and.  that  great  eftates  and  places  have  great  grief  and 
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cares  attending  them^  as  fhadows  are  proportioned  to 
their  bodies. 

And  if  they  have  no  real  .crofTes,  luxury,  frames 
troubles  to  itfelf ;  variety  of  dilhes  corrupting  the 
ftomach,  and  caiifidg  variety  of  difeafes;  and  for 
need,  fantaftic  vain  difcontents  that  will  trouble  men 
^s  much  as  greater^  be  it  but  this  hawk  flies  not  Well, 
or  that  dog  runs  not  well,  to  men  wbofe  hearts  are 
in  thofe  games. 

So  then,  I  fay,  this  is  firft  to  be  regulated ;  all 
childifh  vain  needlefs  cares  are  to  be  difcbarged,  and> 
as  being  unfit  to  ca^  on  thy  God,  are  to  be  quite 
caft  out  of  thy  heart.  Entertain  no  care  at  all  but 
fuch  as  thou  mayeft  put  into  God's  hands,  and  make 
bis  on  thy  behalf;  fuch  as  he  will  take  off  thy  hand, 
and  undertake  for  thee. 

Ail  needful  lawful  care,  and  that  only  will  he  re- 
ceive ;  fo  then  rid  thyielf  quite  of  all  that  thou  canft 
not  take  this  courfe  with,  and  then,  without  fcruple, 
take  confidently  this  courfe  with  all  the  reft.  Seek 
a  well  regulated  fober  fpirit.  In  the  things  of  this 
lifi?,  be  content  with  food  and  raiment^  not  deltcates, 
hvLtfood^  not  ornament  but  raiment^  wf9fn»  a  t^v^w* 
^miwm€iMnm  a  HMyAUfMtTA :  and  conclude,  that  what  thy 
Father  carves  to  thee,  is  beit  for  thee ;  the  fitteft 
roeafure,  for  hef  knows  it^  and  loves  thee  wifelj.  , 
This  courfe  our  Saviour  would  have  thee  take^ 
Matth.  vi.  31.  firft  to  cut  off  fuperfluous  care,  then 
to  turn  over  on  thy  God  the  care  of  what  is  necef« 
fary  ;  he  will  look  to  that ;  thou  haft  him.  engaged, 
and  be  can  and  will  give  thee  beyond  that^  if  he  fee 
it  fit. 

Only  this  is  required  of  thee,  to  refer  the  matter 
to  his  difcretion  wholly.  Now,  in  thy  thus  well  re-- 
gulated  affairs  and  defires»  there  is  a  diligent  care 
and  fiudy  of  thy  duty.  This  he  lays  on  thee ;  there 
is  a  care  of  fupport  in  the  work,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
it ;  this  thou  dughteft  to  lay  on  him,  and  fo  indeed 
all  the  care  is  turned  off  from  thee  upon  him,  even 
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that  oF  dntji  which  from  him  lies  on  us.  We  ofkt 
our  fervice,  but  for  ikill  and  ftrength  to  difcharge  tt> 
that  care  we  lay  on  him,  and  he  allows  us ;  and  tfaen 
for  the  event  and  fucxrefs,  with  that  we  troft  him  en* 
tireiy.  And  this  is  the  way  to  walk  oomentedly  and 
cheerfully  homewards,  leaning  and/refting  all  the 
way 'on  htm,  who  is  botbouri^m^^^nd  onT  JlrMgtb^ 
who  bath  us  and  all  our  good  in  his  gracious  hani. 
Much  zeal  for  him,  and  deiire  of  his  «glary,  minding 
our  doty  in  relation  to^hat,  is  tht  thin^  he  reqaires, 
and  we  bending  our  Itrfaole  care  to  that,  be^uhder* 
takes  the  care  of  os  and  our  conditioii.  •  As  that  king 
faid  to^his  fevourite,:^when  perfnading  him  to  fidelity 
and  diligence  in  his  ft^te^trulft,:  ^  Do- my  affairs  aad 
V  I  will  do  yours.''i  Such  a  word^dire^ly  hath  St 
Chryfoftom,  £v  ftktfiftktftcoif  r»  ru  0(i«,  um  aunf  ^i^ipiilM^ 
4r»  «*•».  >^'  if  thou^  have  a  concern  for  1  the  things  that 
^  art  God's,  he  will  alfo  be  careful  of  thee  and 
f^'tWne.*'^-  ,;■  -  •      ..  ■  i  . 

'  The^are  of  duty  thus  carried is^fweet. and  iigfat; 
doth  not  cat  and  divide  the  mindy  it  is  united  and 
gathered  in  God,  and  refts  there,  and  walks  in  bis 
band  all  the  way*  He  bears  the  .  wdight  of  all  oar 
\VOlrks,  and  WQrir  4bem  in  us,  and  f«ir  -us,  4isd^  therciA 
lies  our  peace  that  be  ordains  forus{  Ifa.  xxvi^  i% 
If  thou  wbuldfl  ihake  off  the  yoke  of  obedience, 
th6u  art  likewife  to  be  ihaken  off  tbyfelf ;  but  if^in 
humble  diligence  in  the  ways  of  God„  tbpu  walk  oa 
in  his  ftrength,  there  is  nothing  cm^eerns  thee  aad 
thy  work,  but  he  will  take  the  charge  and  care  of 
it,  thy  felt  and  all  thine  r^nterefts.  :  Art  thou  troubled 
with  fear,  enemies  and  fnares  ?  untrouble  thyfetfdf 
that,  for  he  is  with  thee;  He  hath  promifed  to /ro^ 
thee  in  a  jlraight  and  ftife  pathy  Pfal.  xxvii.  1 1. ;  and 
to  rebuke  all  thine  enemies,  to  fiAdue  thine  iniquiiies 
fot  thee,  Micah  vii.  ip.  and  to  fight  Ogainjl  tboje  that 
fight  againfi  thee,  Pfah  xxxv.  iv  'No  fueapon  Jbrmed 
agdifift  thee  Jball prt^pet^  Ifa.  liv.  i75»yea,  when  tho^ 
paJifiKthrougb  the  wate^^  and  thrbughifbe  fire,  be  wtf 
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be  naiib  tbee^  Ifa.  Tcliii.  2.  Doth  thine  own  weakneTs 
difcourage  thee  ?  hath  not  he  engaged  for  that  too  ? 
fo  lay  over  that  care  upon  him.:  Hath  he  notfpoke 
of  ftrengtbening  the  weuk  bands  and  feeble  knees ^  and 
tbat  tbe  lame  Jhall  leap  as  an  bart  ?  Ifa.  xxxv^  3.  6, ; 
and  thorugh  there  is  nothing  in  thyfelf  but  uarighte- 
oufnefs  and  weaknefs,  yet  there  is  in  him  for  thee 
rigbteoufnefs  di^Jhnng^b,  Iki.  xlv,  24.  Rigbteoufnejfes^ 
to  exprefs  the  abuhflance  of  righteoufnefs^.  When 
thou  art  ready  to  ikint,  a  look  to  him  will  revive,  a 
believing'  Jbdk.  draw:s  in  of  his  ftrength  to  thy  foul, 
and  renews. it,i Ifa.  xl.  29.  And  know,  the  more  ten* 
der  and  weak  thou  art,  the  more  tender  he  is  over 
thee,  and  the  ^mbfe  ftrong  will '  he  be  in  thee.  H^ 
feeds  bis  fhvi  like  a  Jbepberd^  and.  the  weakeft  is  he 
the  moft  careful  of}  they  are  tarried  in  bis.  arms  and 
bofom^  Ifa.  xL  ii. ;  and  it  is  eaiy  for  the  feebleft  to 
gofo.  .       ^ 

And  as  for. the  iffue  and  fuccefsof  thjrway,'lct 
not  that  trouble  thee  at  all ;  that  is  the  care  he  would 
have  thee  wholly  diibutden  thyfelf  of,  and  lay  it  en** 
tirely  upon  him.  <  Do  not  vex  thyfelf  with  thinking, 
how  will  this  and  that  be?  what  if  this  and  the  other 
fall  out  ? '  This  is  his  part  wholly  %  and  if  thou  meddle 
with  it;  thdu  at  once  difpleafeft  him,  and  difquieteli 
thyfelf/  This  ;lin  carries  the  punifhmentof  it  clofe 
tied  to  it.  If  thoii  wilt  be  ilruggling  with  that 
which  1;)elobg8  not  to  thee,  and  poifing  at  that  bur- 
den  that  is  not  thine,  what  wonder,  yea,  I  may  fay, 
vt^hatpity,;  if  thou  fall  under  it  ?  Art  thoo  not  .well 
ferved  ?  is  it  not  juft,  that  if  thou  wilt  do  for  thyfelf, 
andibear  far  thyfelf*  what  thy  Lord  calls  for  tabear 
for  thee,  thoii  :feel  die  weight  of  it  to  thy  coft? 

But  what  is  the  way  of  this  devolving  of  my  bur- 
den ?  Tiherfc  is^a  faculty  in  it.  that  everyone  hath 
not,  'thaughc  tbdy  would  do  thus*  with  it,  they  qann 
ndt.  '  it  lies  on  them,  and  they  are  not  itble  to  caft 
it .00  :God^  .The  way  is  do^btlefs  by  prayiitg  and  be- 
lieving ;  thp&i  are  the!  hands  My  which,  the  foul  can  ' 
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turn  ever  to  God  what  itfelf  cannot  beai:^  all  cares; 
the  whole  bundle  is  moft  dexteroully  tranflated  tbus» 
Philip,  iv.  6.  Be  careful  in  nothing;  a  great  word,  Oh! 
but  how  (hall  it  be?  why,  thus,  (ays  he,  In  alt  things 
make  your  requejls  known  unto  God ;  and  in  a  confi- 
dent cheerful  way,  fuppHcation  mixt  with  thankjgu 
ving.  It  will  be  the  more  lively  and  adive  to  carry 
forth,  and  carry  up  thy  cares,  and  difcharge  thee  of 
them,  and  lay  them  on  God.  Whatfoever  it  is  that 
prelTes  thee,  go  tell  thy  Father.  Put  over  the  matter 
into  his  hand,  and  fo  thou  (halt  be  freed  from  |M(tp«, 
that  dividing  perplexing  care,  that  the  world  is  full 
of- 

No  more,  but  when  thou  art  either  to  do  or  fuffer 
any  thing,  when  thou  art  about  any  purpofe  or  bufi- 
nefs,  go  tell  God  of  it,  and  acquaint  him  with  it; 
yea,  burden  him  with  it,  and  thou  haft  done  for  mat- 
ter of  caring :  No  more  care,  but  quiet  fweet  dili* 
gence  in  thy  duty,  and  'dependence  on  him  for  the 
carriage  of  thy  matters.  And  in  this  prayer,  faith 
ads;  it  is  a  believing  requefting ;  q/k  in  faith j  not 
doubting;  fo  thou  rolleft  over  all  on  him,  that  is  the 
very  propi^r  working  of  faith:  The  carrying  the 
foul,  and  all  its  deiires  out  of  itfelf  unto  God,  is  ia 
exprefled,  PfaL  xxxvii.  5.  Rtyll  over  on  God;  make 
one  bundle  of  all;  roll  thy  cares  and  thyfelf  with 
them  as  one  burden,  all  on  thy  God. 

NoW,  faith  to  do  this  ftays  itfelf  on  the  promife. 
It  cannot  move  but  on  firm  ground,  and  the  promifes 
are  its  ground ;  and  for  this  end  is  this  added,  He 
caretbfortbee.  - 

This  muft  be  eftabli(hed  in  the  heart,  i.  The 
firm  belief  of  the  divine  Providence,  that  all  tbing^ 
are  managed  and  rilled  by  it,  and  that  in  higheft 
power  and  wifdom  ;  .that  ihere  is  no  breaking  of  his 
purpofes,  nor  refilling  of  his  power,  PfaL  xxxiii.  il* 
The  counfel  of  the  Lord  Jlandetb  for  ever^  and  tU 
iboiigbts  qf  bis  heart  to  all  generations.  2.  The  bdief 
of  b^  gracious  Providence  to  his  own  people,  that  be 
,.  order 
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orders  all  for  their  true  advantage,  and  makes  all 
different  lines  and  ways  concentre  in  their  higheft 
good ;  all  to  meet  in  that,  how  oppofite  foever  in 
appearance,  Rom«  viii.  28.  3.  A  particular  confidence 
of  his  good  will  towards  thee,  and  undertalj^ing  for  ^ 
thee.  Now,  if  this  he  the  queftion,  the  promife  re- 
folves  thee;  truft  him,  and  he  takes  on  the  truft,  and 
th^e  is  no  othier.  Call  on  him  thy  care,  and  he 
takes  it  on,  he  cares  for  thee.  His  I'oyal  word  is  en- 
gaged not  to  give  thee  the  {lip,  if  thou  do  really  lay. 
it  upon  him,  Pfal.  Iv,.  22.  Cq/t  tby  burden  upon  the 
Lord.  Hand  it  over,  heave  it  upon  him,  and  be  Jball 
Jujiain  tbec,  (hall  bear  both,  if  thou  truft  him  with 
both  ;  both  thee  and  thy  burden  ;  He  Jball  never  fuffer 
ibe  figbteotm  to  be  moved. 

Inf.  X.  The  children  of  God  have  the  only  fweet- 
life :  Tbe  world  thinks  not  fo,  rather  looks  on  them 
.as  poor  discontented  lowring  creatures;  but  they 
fee  not  what  an  uncaring  truly  fecuce  life  they  are 
called  to«  While  others  are  turmoiling  and  wreft- 
ling  each  with  his  projeds  and  burdens  for  hin^felf, 
and  at  length  cr^fhed  and  finking  under  them,  (for 
that  is  the  end  of  all  that  do  for  themfelves),  the 
child  of  God  goes  free  from  the  preffure  of  all  that 
concerns  hinfi  ;  for  it  is  laid  over  on  his  God.  If  he 
ufe  bis  advantage^  he  is  not  racked  with  mufings.  Oh! 
what  will  become  of  this  and  that ;  but  goes  on  in 
the  ftrength  of  his  God  as  he  may;  offers  up  poor, 
but  fincere,  endeavours,  to  God,  and  is  fure  of  one 
thing,  all  Jball  be  well.  He  lays  his  affairs  and  him* 
felf  on  God,  and  fo  hath  no  preffing  care:  No  care 
but  the  care  of  love,  how  to  pleafe,  how  to  honour, 
his  Lord;  and  in  this  he  depends  on  him,  too,  both 
for  ikill  and  ftrength  :  And,  touching  the  fuccefs  of 
things,  leaves  that  as  none  of  his,  to  be  burdened 
with  ;  cafts  it  on  God,  and  he  careth  for  it.  They 
need  not  both  care,  his  care  alone  is  fiifiicient ;  hence 
X>eace,  inconceivable  peace,  Phil.  iv.  6,  7.  Be  careful 
for  nothing  ;  huf  in  every  things  by  prayer  and  fuppli- 

Vol.  II.  R  r  cation^ 
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cdtioHf  wifb  thanJ^ivingi  let  your  requ^s  hi  m^de 
known  Untq  God^  And  f be  peace  ofGod^  %MfbkbpaJ[ltib 
(ill  nhderjlanding^  fh^ll  keep  youf  bfarU  ^Ad  minds^ 
tbrQugbJefus  ^rifl.   .    ,,      . 

Inf.  '2.  3at,  truly,  the  godly  arc  much  in  the  wMng 
to  therofelves,  by  not  improTin^  this  their  pi-ivilege* 
They  too  often  forget  this  their  fwe^t.  wayi  and  fret 
themselves  to  no  purpofe  ;  wreftle  wit^  th^tir  jburdens 
thenifelv^e,  an4  do  not  ti^tirely  and  freely  rofl  ibem 
pver  on  God.  They  are  furcharged  with  thero>  and 
he  calls,  for  thenfi,  And  yet  they  will  riot  f^ivt^  thena 
him.  Tbey  think  to.  fpare  him,  hut  Indeed  in  this 
they  difojbey,  and  difiioiiour,  and  fo  grieve  biro  j  tfnd 
th6y  fitid  tb^  grief  return  ofl  thcm^  and  yet  c^i»Qot 
learn  to  be  wife. 

\  Why  deal  we  thus  with  our  God  and  with  Our 
foulSf  grieving  both  at  once  ?  Let  it  ftever  be,  that 
for  any  dutward  thing  thou  perplex  thyfeJf*  and  en^ 
tangk  thy  thoughts!^  asi  in  thickets^  with  the  cares  of 
this  life.  Oh  !  how  unfuitable  are  th^tfe  to  a  child 
of  God,  for  whom  a  life  fo  far  mor^  e:scellem  is  pro- 
vided !  Hath  he  prepared  a  kingdom  for  tbee,  and 
will  he  not  beftow  thy  charges  in  the  way  10  it? 
Think  it  not :  He  know^  you  bat^  need  oftbeje  tbiftgSi  * 
Mat.  vi.  yz.  Seek  not  vain  things^  nor  great  things^ 
|n  the  e^preffior)  tbef^  tbings ;  for  tbefe,  it  is  likely, 
are  not  fit  for  thee ;  b«t  what,  is  needful  and  conve- 
ni^ty  in  his  judgment,  he  will  give  j  and  refer  thyfelf 
pheerftiUy  to  that  judgment. 

Then,  for  thy  fpi ritual  eftat^^  Iffy  ovet  upon  God 
the  care  of  that  tob :  Be  not  fo  much  in  thpfny  qtief; 
tionings,  doubling  and  difputing  each  ilep.  Oh  !  is 
fhis  accepted  dnd  that»  ar^  fo  much  deadnefs,  6cc.; 
but  apply  more  thyfelf  fimply  fo  thy  diity ;  lainely 
^s  it  mfiy  be,  halt  on,  and  believe  th^  he.  is  gracious, 
and  pities  thee^  and  lay  the  cai^ie  of  ^rirtgpng.thec 
through  upon  him.  Xfie  not  eomplailring  and  ar* 
^uihg,  btzt  0p  and  hei^ng^  and  $be  Lordjball  be  with 
fbee^  X  Cbron.  %XU'  16.    I  am  perfu&ded   toftny  ^ 

'  ■•'       '     '  foul, 
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laujl,  ilhat  thatb  (omc  truth  of  grace,  &lls  iQudil  bt^ 
hubd  in  .the  pragi«f$>  6y  xhis  accuAom^  wa/  of  ta^^ 
lefs  qurflipnings^  Mftii  ca^i  (carcc  he  brought  Xo  ex- 
amine and  ittfped  their  awn  coftdkioo,  ^^ing  jcaroaK 
ly  fecure,  aod  fati^d  that  ail  is  wdl ;  but  Xhi^i 
when  €»)€£  they  ^wakeo  and  fet  to  thi5»  .they  Qce 
ready  to  entangle  .t^xufelves  in  it,  and  0egk&  their 
way,  hy  poring  on  their  condition.  They  wiJi  ijQt 
fet  cfa^cfuUy  to  any  .thing,  becanle  ,thcty  want  af- 
furances  and  height  of  joy ;  eit\d  this  coacfe.thicj'Xake 
is  .the  way  to  warn  it  ftUL  Walking  humbly  and 
finceiely,  and  ofiefi^g  at  thy  dijity,  atid  "WftUing  on 
tit  Loriy  is  eertainly  the  better  way,  and  jicarer  that 
very  parpc&  of  thine ;  for  >^  meetetb  Um  ibdt  rfiJiA- 
€ejtb  and  worketbrighuoufkefs^  tiiojcthat  rewemkfr  Mtn 
iubiiways"^  Ifa.  Ikiv.  5.  One  thing  ithe  \Chjriilian 
ihouid  endeavour  to  obtain,  .firm  bejtief  for  ,the 
Church  ;  ail  the  eace  of  ithat  mwik  he  caft  on  xGofi# 
-  th2X  h^  ^njoiil  biautify  Zhn^  and  perform  all  his  word 
to  her;  and  then  tbi&k^  Bo  1  truft  him  fior  the  yshjcAsi 
Church,  aod  the  gi^av  affairs  concerning. it^. and  ihall 
1  doubt  him  for  myielf,  or  .any  thing  that  oonceins 
^\t  ?  Do  I  conlide  in  him  for  the  lUering  aod  guid- 
a  nee  of  the  whole  ihip,  and  fliall  I  be  peeviflily 
doubting  and  diftrufting  about  my  pack  in  it  ? 

^^ain,  when  |o  the  {^t^nt  and  paft,  thou  calloft 
inaftc;r,evik  by  adv^ance,  and  art  ftiU  clbyolving  .the 
dangers  before,  and  thy  weaknefs ;  it  is  good,  indeed, 
to  enterts^in  by  thofe,  holy  fear  and  felfnctiftruft :  JKut 
by  that  be  driven  ih  tp  jtruft  on  thy  undertakers  on 
him  ip  whom  thy  ftrength  lies  *,^  and  she  ajk  fure  and 
Confident  in  him,  as  thou  art,  atidl  juftly  art,  diftruft- 
iiilofthyfetlf. 

Further,  leavn  to  {ure&r ibe  nplhitig :  iStudy  entire 
-te&gnation,  for  that  is  thy  great, duty  and. thy  pead'ir, 
that  gi?es.ap  all  into  the  hand  of  thy  Lord  ;  and,  can 
^t  be  in  a,  better  >haad?  Fiid,  refer  ihe  c^r^^ingaf 
outwatd  things^to  hnn,  heartily  and  fully;  then/ft^ 
^aot  ther^i  but  go  higher :  if  tfeiiave  renounced  the 
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comforts  of  tibia  world  for  God,  let  us  add  this,  re- 
nounce eren  fpiritual  comforts  for  him  too.  Put  all  in 
hit  will :  *'  If  1  be  in  light,  blefled  be  thou ;  and  if  in 
^*  darknefi,  even  there,  blefled  be  tho^  too.''  As  he 
faith  of  thefe,  Gold  is  miner  aridjiiver  is  mine ;  and  this 
may  fatisfy  a  Chriftian  in  thofe  too,  to  defire  no  more  of 
them  than  his  Father  fees  fit  to  give  ;  knowing,  that 
he,  having  all  the  mines  and  treafures  of  the  world  at 
his  command,  would  not  pinch  and  "hold  (hort  his 
children,  if  it  were  good  for  them  to  have  more: 
Even  thus  it  is  in  refped  to  the  other,  th^  true  riches, 
^*  Is  not  the  Spirit  (may  he  fay)  and  all  his  comforts 
^  mine  }  I  have  them,  and  enough  bf  them/*  And 
ought  not  this  to  allay  thy  affli&ing  care»  and  to  quiet 
thy  repinings,.and  cffcablifh  thy  heart,  in  referring  it 
to  his  difpofal,  as  touching  thy  comforts  and  fupplies? 
The  whole  golden  mines  of  all  fpiritual  comfort  and 
good  are  his,  the  Spirit  itfelf.,  Then,  will  he  not  fur- 
ni(h  what  is  fit  for  thee,,  if  thou  hujmbly  attend  on 
him,  and  lay  the  care  of  providing  for  thee  upon  bis 
wifdom  and  love  ?  This  were  the  fure  way  to  honour 
him  with  what  we  have,  and  to  obtain  much  of  what 
we  have  not ;  for  certainly  he  deals  bed  with  thoir 
that  do  moft  ablblutely  refer  all  to  him» 

Ver.  8.   Be  fiber ^  he  vigilant;  hecuufe  your  adverfaff 

the  devilf  as  a-  roaring  lion^  waiketb  aboui^  feekit^ 

ivbom  be  may  devour : 
g.  fVbom  rejyi  Jledfajiin  tbefattb^  knowing  tbat  the 

fame  affli^ions  are  aecomplijhed  in>  your  bretbrei^ 

ibai  are  in  tbc  world. 

THE  children  of  God,  if  they  rightiy  take  their 
Father's  mind,  are  always  diibuidened  of  per- 
^plexing  carefulnefs,  but  never  exempted  from  dili- 
gent watchfulnefs.  Thus  we  find  here  they  are  al- 
lowed, yea,  enjoined,  to  call  all  (heir  care  upon  their 
wife  and  loving  Father,  and  are  fecured  by  his^care• 
He  takes  it  well  that  they  lay  all  over  on  him,  yea,, 
he  takes  it  not  well  when  they  forbear  him  and  bur- 

den^ 
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den  themfelves.  He  hath  provided  a  fweet  quiet 
life  for  them^  could  they  improve  and  ufe  it ;  a  calm 
and  firm  condition  in  ail  the  ftorms  and  troubles  that 
are  about  them.  However  things  go^to  find  content, 
and  be  careful  for  ruubing. 

Now,  upon  this,  a  carnal  heart  would  imagine^ 
ftraight,  according  to  its  fenfe  and  inclination,  as  it 
defires  to  have  it,  fo  would  it  dream  that  it  is  ;  that 
then  a  man,  devolving  his  care  on  God,  may  give  up 
all  watch  and  ward,  and  need  not  apply  himfelf  to 
any  kind  of  duty.      But  this  is  the  ignocance  and 

?erverfe  miftake,  the  grckindlefs  reafoning  of  the  flefh» 
'ou  fee  thefe  are  here  joined,  not  only  as  agreeable, 
but  indeed  infeparable.  Cajt  all  your  care  on  bim^for 
becaretbfor  you;  and  withal,  be  fiber  ^  be  vigilant. 

And  this  is  the  Scripture  logic.  It  is  he  that  work^ 
etbinyou  to  will  and  to  dOj  PhiL  ii.  13.  Then  would 
you  polfibly  think,  I  need  not  work  at  all,  or  if  I  do, 
it  may,  be  very  eafily  and  fecurely.  No,  Hberefore^ 
fays  the  Apoftle,  becaufe  be  worketh  in  you  to  will 
and  to  do,  work  out  your  falvation^  yea,  and  do  it 
wtbfear  and  trembling  ;  work  you  in  humble  obe- 
dience to  his  command,  and  in  dependence  on  him 
that  worketb  all  in  you. 

Thus,  here,  Cqfl your  care  on  him;  not  that  you 
may  be  the  more  free  to  take  your  own  pleafure  and 
Jlotfaiful  eafe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  you  may  be 
the  more  active  and  apt  to  watch :  Being  freed  from 
the  burden  of  vexing  carefulnefs,  which  would  prefs 
and  incumber  you,  you  are  the  more  nimble,  as  one 
cafed  of  a  load,  to  walk  and  work,  and  watch  as  be- 
comes a  Chriftian.  And  for  that  purpofe  is  that 
.  burden  taken  oflf  from  you,  that  you  may  be  more 
able  and  difpofed  for  every  duty  which  is  laid  upon 
you. 

Obferve  thofe  two  conneded,  and  thence  gather, 
Firjl^  There  is  no  right  believing  without  diligence 
and  watchfulnefs  joined  with  it.     That  flothful  re- 
fiance  cf  moft  fouls  on  blind  thoughts  of  mercy,  will 
t       '  undo 
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umifi  thtflu  TliAir  fiuth  is  a  diodfaiib^  and  a  ieadfy 
fakh  ;  thej  are  ped&u^  and  wjli  not  confider  it, 
;do  Boc  dulj  €ajt  iheir  cart  on  Ood  for  their  £oulsy  for 
indeed  they  iia,ve  np  fucfa  care.  Secondij^,  The  otfae^ 
thing  is,  that  there  is  no  right  diiigeQoe  without  h^ 
Ueyiag. 

Th^re  ia,  aa  in  other  affahrs,  fo  even  in  ip\ritaal 
4hinga,  an  anxious  perplexing  catoe.  «wbich  is  a  dU- 
temper  anddiftufhancetto  4^e  ibul  j  fee4iis  to  have 
a  heiat  of  zeal  and  afEedion  in  it :  fiut  4s  indeed  Rot 
the  natural  right  iieat  that  is  healt^&d,  and  enables 
for  adfcion,  but  a  difeaied  feveriifa  heat,  that  puts  all 
out  of  frame,  and  unfits  tor  4uty.  It  feeais  to  ftir 
and  fuFSber,  but  indeed  it  hindecs;  and  does  not 
hailen  u$,  hut  io  a^  to  oiake  us  ftuqoble  ;  as  if  there 
vasone behind  a  mai\j^ driving  and  tbrufting  him  for- 
ivard,  and  not  fuffering  him  toXet  and  order  his  fteps 
in  his  oouiie ;  this  were  the  ready  way,  inftead  of 
advancing  him,  to  wjeary  him,  mad  poffiUy  ghe  him 
a£ill. 

Such  is  the  diftruftful  care  that  many  have  in  their 
ifpiritual  courfe*  A  hundred  queftions  about  the  way 
of  their  performances,  and  tbeir  acceptance,  and  their 
eftate,  as;id  the  iflue  of  their  endeavours.  Indeed,  we 
ihould  endeavour  to  do  all  by  oQr  rale^  and  to  walk 
.exadiy,  and  examine  our  ways,  efpecially  in  holy 
things;  to  ibek  fome  i«fight  and  faculty  in  their 
peiformance  fuiting  their  nature  and  end,  and  his 
gre^tnefs  and  purity  whom  we  worihip.  This  (honld 
he  minded  diligently,  and  j^  calmly  and  compofed'' 
ly ;  for  diffident  doubtings  do  retard  and  diibrder 
all  \  hut  qi^iet  ftayedne&  of  heart  on  God,  dependence 
on  .him  and  his  ftrength  for  performance,  and  4us 
'ftee  k»m  in  Chrift  for  acceptance,  tbjs  makes  the 
work  go  kindly  ^hd  fweetly  on,  makes  it  pleafing  to 
<^od,  and  refrefting  to  thy  ^uL  "* 

Jnf.  Certainly  thou  art  a  mxation  to  ihyftlC  .aod 
4ifpleafeft  thy  -tiord,  when  thou  art  cjiseftioiiing  wji<'> 
ther  thou  Ihait  go  on  or  not ;  finding  iflktily  4ervice^£> 
na^h  deadnefs  and  hardnefsj  thinking,  therefore,  that 

it 
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i(  wtte  as  gaod  M  do  aothmg ;  that  tfaoit  dtoft  bb't 

difliqaqtir  him  in  alfL    Noi^,  tlraci  confidercft  noty  tHafr 

ia  iiitft^  very  thoughts  thMi  doft  more  wrdn^  &nd 

difhonoar  hiB)|  thfin  m  thy  wteft  fervieesi  for  ttiou 

cftiiell  in  qjmeftion  bis  kiiiiy.ftfid  g^o^effi,^  tekdft  him 

for  a  rigorous  exaSoif^  yea^  reprefexneft  to  tUyfeif^ 

him  as  a  hard  mlifter^  who  i^  the  mail  gdntle  and  gra^ 

cious:  of  all  inafters;    Do  not  u^  hiift  fo :  Indeed  thotti 

QUghteft  to  tike^beed  to  tbyfm ;  fefe  ho\!«^  thy  heart  is  af- 

fe^ed  in  hisf  wcnrftiipi  keep  and  #atcb  hi  $ti  thou  eafilA  ^ 

but  doing  fo^  or  endeavo^rfiig  id  dA  fo^^  bewev^  tboi^ 

find  it,  do  not  thinEk  be  wrU  itTe  rigonrs  wifh  thee  ; 

but  the  mpre  thou,  obferveft  thine  owh  mifcarri&ged 

towards  him,  the  kfs  fcfverely  will  be  obferve  them  ) 

^nd  to  think  othertvife,  aDd  fret  and  repine^  that  thj 

heart  is  not  to  his  mind,  rK)r  indeed  to  thine  own^ 

to  go  on  in  a  difcontented  impatience,  this  is  certdina 

1/  not  thi$  comnlanded  watcbfulhefd,  bdt  that  forbid- 

.  den  caretulnefs. 

Befober.l  This  we  have  formerly  fpoke  of;  thd 
Apoille  having,  formerly  ezhortid  it  ofice  and  again 
in  this  epiftle.  It  were  eafy  to  entertain  mens  iliind 
with  new  difcourfe,  if  our  talk  were  rather  to  ^kafe 
than  to  profit  j  for  there  be  many  things  which  with 
little  hboor  might  be  broughH  for^h  as  new  and 
(Irange  to  ordinaty  hearers.  But  there  be  a  few 
things  Which  chiefly  concern  irt  to  know  and  prk<!tTfe^ 
and  thefe.are  to  be  more  frequently  reprefented  arid 
preiTed.  This  Apoftie,  and  other  divirie  writers,  drew 
from  too  full  a  fpring  to  be  dbh  of  radttcrj-but  they 
rather  choofe  profitable  itert^ions,  thdn  unprofitable 
variety,  and  fo  ought  we. 

This  fobriety  is  riot  »nly  temper&nce  in,  meat  and 
drink^  but  in  all  things  that  coneei^ii  the  fiefh  ;,  even 
that  of  diet  i^,  though  not  all,  yet  a  rery  confidetable 
part  of  it  \  and  thaii  not  only  hath  in  it,  ihat  one  ex- 
ceed not  in  thfc  quafDtity  or  quality,  but:  even  required 
a  regulating  ourfelVes  in  the  manner  of  ufing  our  re* 
naft :   As  that  we  make  not  careful  and  ftudIouspro« 

vifion, 
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vifion,  do  not  take  up  our,  thoughts  how  to  pleafe  our 
palate ;  fo  even  in  the  ufe  of  fober  mean  diet,  we 
inuft  endeavour  the  mortifying  of  our  flelh,  not  to  eat 
and  drink  merely  to  pleafe  burfelves,  or  to  fatisfy  our 
natural  dsfire,  but  for  God  ;  even  to  propound  this  in 
our  fitting  down  to  it,  in  obedience  to  him;  to  ufe 
thefe  helps  of  life^  and  the  life  itfelf,  to  be  (pent  in 
his  obedience,  and  endeavour  of  advancing  his  glory. 

It  is  a  rooft  fhameful  idol,  a  dunghill- god  indeed, 
to  ferve  the  belly,  and  to  delight  in  feaftings,  or  in 
our  ordinary  repaft,  laying  the  reins  loofe  on  our  ap- 
petite to  take  its  own  career.  And  yet  in  this  they 
xnoft  commonly  offend,  even  perfons  that  are  not  no- 
tably intemperate,  neither  gluttonous  nor  drunken, 
and  yet,  I  fay,  have  not  that  holy  retained  bridled 
way  of  ufing  their  repaft,  with  an  eye  upon  an  higher 
end. 

But  this  fobrtety,  in  its  ample  fenfe,  binds  not  only 
that  fenfe  of  luft,  but  all  the  reft  in  the  ufe  of  their 
feveral  delights,  yea,  and  in  the  whole  man  ;  all  the 
affections  of  the  foul,  in  relation  to  this  world,  and 
the  things  of  it,  to  be  in  it  as  weaned  f^om  it,  and 
raifed  above  it  in  the  bent  of  our  minds ;  to  ufe  it  as 
if  we  ufed  it  not,  i  Cor.  vii.  3.'!. 

This  we  fpeak  and  hear  of,  but  do  not  apply  our- 
felves  really  to  this  rule.  Each  hath  fome  trifle  or 
earthly  vanity,  one  or  more,  but  efpecially  fome 
choice  one,  that  they  cannot  be  taken  off  from,  as 
children  readily  have  fome  toy  that- they  fet  more 
by  than  the  reft.  We  have  childifti  hearts  cleaving 
to  vanity;  one  hankering  after  fome  preferment,  ano- 
ther after  fome  eftate,  lands,  or  houfes,  or  money,  and 
we  are  drunk  in  the  purfuit  of  thefe  ;  fo  that  when 
our  hearts  ftiould  be  fixed  on  divine  exercifes  they 
<:annot  ftand,  but  reel  to  and  fro,  or  ftunible  down 
and  fall  afleep,  roving  after  thefe  thoughts  of  that 
which  we  affedl,  ftaggering  ever  and  anon,  or  elfe 
fo  plunged  in  them  all  the  time,  that  we  are  as  afleep 
in  them. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  thefe  two  are  here,  and  ordinarily,  join-  * 
cd,  Befober  and  watcbfuL  Glutting  ourfelves  either 
With  the  delights,  or  with  the  defires  and  cares  of 
earth,  makes  us  fleepy;  the  fumes  that  arife  from 
them  furcharge  us,  and  cafi  us  into  a  deep  deep  ;  a 
fecure  unminding  of  God  and  of  ourfelves,  the  inte* 
reft  of  our  immortal  fouls. 

Tbe  pleafures  of  fenfe  are  too  grofs  for  the  diving 
Jhttl^  divine  I  call  it,  for  io  by  original  it  is  ;  but  we 
abafe  it,  and  make  it  flefh  by  thofe  grofs  earthly 
things,  and  make  it  unfit  to  rife  heavenwards.  As 
infobriety,  intemperance  in  diet,  prejudices  the  very 
natural  fpirits,  making  them  dull,  clogs  their  paflage^ 
and  makes  them  move  as  a  coach  in  a  miry  way ; 
thus  doth  all  inordinate  ufe  and  love  of  inferior 
things  ;  it  malces  the  foul  of  a  low  heavy  conftitution, 
that  it  cannot  move  freely  in  any  thing  that  is  fpi- 
ritual.  Yea,  where  there  is  fome  truth  of  grace,  yet 
it  is  obftruded  and  dulled  by  taking  in  too  much  of 
the  world,  and  feeding  on  it ;  which  is  no  more  pro- 
per for  the  fineft  part  of  the  man,  for  the  foul,  than 
the  coarfe  plowman's  diet  is  for  delicate  tender  bo- 
dies of  higher  breeding,  yea,  the  difproportion  is  fat 
greater. 

If  then  you  would  have  free  fpirits  for  fpiritual , 
things,  keep  them  at  a  fpare  diet  in  all  things  tempo- 
ral. Let  not  out  your  hearts  to  any  thing  here  be^ 
low.  Learn  to  delight  in  God,  and  feek  to  tafte  of 
his  txanfcertdent  fweetnefs,  that  will  perfedly  difre^ 
lifh  all  lower  delights ;  fo  your  fobriety  in  abftaining 
from  them  fhall  be  ftill  further  recompenfed  with 
more  enjoyment  of  God  ;  and  you  fhall  not  lofe  plea- 
fure  by  denying  the*  pleafures  of  earth,  but  fhall 
change  them  for  thofe  that  are  unfpcakabjy  better 
and  purer  in  their  flead  ;  he  fhall  communicate  bim- 
felf  unto  you,  the  light  of  wbofe  cqunteuance  feeds 
and  fatisfies  the  glorified  fpirits  that  are  about  his 
throne. 

Vol.il  .  Sf  Be 
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BevigilanL\  Tbis  watchftilnds,  jnbed  vrith  fo- 
briet^,  extends  to  all:  tbe  eftates  and  way?  of  a  Chti^ 
Ittan,  being  farroundsd  with  ha7;ard^  and  fostes*  iF^ 
$tat  defpifetb  bis  njoafJbaU  die^  faysr  Solomon,  Prov. 
six.  i6. ;  tbe  moft  do  thus  vratic  at  randiotfo^  g^ve  at-^ 
tei^danca  on  public  wodhip,  and  hare  foine  cuflo-i 
niary  way  of  private  prayer ;  but  finrther  do  not  re- 
gard how  they  waltr,  wbac  isl  thchr  csnriage  aH  the 
day  )ong^  what  they  fpeak^  bow  tbeji  are.  in  cam<* 
pany,  aird  bow  alone,  which  way  their  bearts  go 
earrly  and  late,  what  it  is  that  (teak  a\Tay  moA  of 
their  &i&Aion  Ironp  God. 

Oh  !  my  b^laved,  did  we  know  oar  continual  dasr* 
get,  it  would  (hake  m  out  of  this  mifetabie  dead  £&- 
cuTity  that  pode(res  ub*  We  thlnlc;  not  on  ir,  but 
there  fnvt  fnares  laid  for  us  all  tbe  xvay,  in  each  padi 
we  walk  in,  and  each  :ftep  of  it;  in  our  meat  and 
drink;  in  our  calling  and  ]:a)bt>or;  in  our  houfe  at 
hott>e ;  in  our  journeying  abroad  y  yea,  ereh  so  God's 
hoafe,  and  i\n  our  fpiritaal  exevofe^,  both,  ibere  anel 
ift  pvivate.  Knew  we,  of,  at  Lecift,  coofid^ered  we 
this,  we  would  tfa'oofeouv  (leps  nooreexa^ly,  and 
look  to  our  ways,  to  our  words,  our  thoughts,  which 
truly,  whatfoever  noife  we  make,  we  really  do  not. 
Ponder  tbe pdib  <^f  tby  feet^  fays  Solomon;  ^nd  before 
that.  Let  tbine  eyes  took  rijrbi  on,  and  let  tbine  eyc-Kds 
h^kfiraigbt  before  tbee,  ProT.  iv.  25,  26.  And  further, 
Pia  away  afronutrdmoutb,  andperverfe  tips  put  far 
ftom  tbii.  But  firft  of  ^11,  as  the  main  reafon  and 
fpriog  ei  all,  Keefiby  heart  with  all  dtSffence^  or  above 
all  keepings  for  out  of  it  are  tbe  ijfues  cflife. 

Becaufe  your  adverfary  tbe  devilJ]  An  alarm  to 
watchfulnefs  is  here  given,  from  the  watcbfulBefe  of 
our  grand  adverfary.  .  There  be  other  two  ttfually 
.  ranked  with  him,  ^s.tbe  leading  enendes  of  our  fouis, 
the  world  and  our  own  fiefh  ;  but  here  be  is  «pre(slj 
named  who  commands  in  cbieif,  and  orders  and  ma« 
nages  the  war,  ufes  tbe  fervice  of  tbe  other  two 
againft  us,  as  prime  officers,  under  which  moft  of  tbe 

forces 
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ibices  qf  j^rticular  ti^aiptatmBS  ar«  ranked*  Sonie 
cQtiiefs  thetre  be  wl^kii  be  i?niiYe4mtely  commands  axid 
JcAdSiOnrhinifelfy  a4^iaient  oi  bis  o^.p,  fome  ^iritual 

And  iiofth^e  i^e4  to  be, put  in  mind  of  the  hodi- 
lity  and  pradioeis  0fS9.ua  againft  us  ;  for  if  the  matt, 
vtfere  pqt  to  it,  they  w<)uJ4  be  forced  tp  confefs  th^ 
^bey  very  fdldbna  think  on  th^ir  4>intual'dang^«' from 
tbis  hand  :  As  w^  keiep  Ipofe  guard  againft  the  allur^t^*' 
Bients  of  :tfae  world,  and  of  opr  own  corruption,  we 
watch  not  sigaind  the  devioesof  Satan;  but  go  on  by 
guefs^  and  fufped  nothing,  and  fo  are  ^ei^Rly  sl  prey 
to  all. 

The  leaift  enemy  b^ing  defpifed  and  ne^leded,  as 
men  obfcrve,  proves  often  too  great ;  the  fmalleft  ap* 
pearances  of  evU,  the  Jeaft  things  that  tn^  prejudice 
OIK  ({^ritual  good,  while  we  make  no  reckoning  of 
them,  may  do  us  great  mifohief.  Our  not  coniiderii^g 
them  makes  them  become  cojifideraWe, ,  efpecially 
being  under  the  coqafmand  of  a  vitgilant  and  ikilful 
leader,  that  knows  bow  to  improve  advantages: 
TberefcHre,  in  things,  which  we  many  times  account 
petty,  and  npt  worthy  our  notice,  as  having  any  evil 
in  tbemy  we  ihould  learn  lo  fufpe<^  the  addreis  of '(his 
adverfary,  who  ufually  bides  himielf,  and  couches 
under  fome  covert,  till  he  may  appear  irreMible^ 
feize  on  us,  and  then  indeed  be  roars. 

And  this  feekiog  the  d^i^rudion  of  fouls,  is,  you 
fee,  maiked  as  all  his  work.  The  prey  hie  hunts  is 
fouls,  that  they  may  be  as  mirferable  as  himfelf : 
Therefore  be  is  juftly  called  our  adver/ary^  the  eipe* 
xn^  of  hoUnefs,  and  of  our  fqQls,  tenaptiog  to  ,fin,  and 
then  acculin^  for  'fin,  as  his  name  here  invports  ;  ^p« 
pearing  againft  us  upon  the  advantages  he  hath  gain- 
ed. He  ftqdies  our  nature,. and  fits  his  temiptationd 
to  it  i  knows  the  prevalency  of  lull,  or  earthlinefs,  or 
ibatcgfcat  and  mc^  general  ^vil  of  pride,  fo  like  him- 
felf,  and  that  is  liis. throne  in  the  heart%  Sometimes 
be  bowetb  do*uin^  as.it  is  fa?dof  the  lion,  Pfal.  n,.  9, 10. 

He 
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He  waits  his<  opportunity  craftily^  and  then  afiaUlts 
fiercely ;  and  the  children  of  God  fin^  fometimea  fo 
much  violence  of  hi»  temptations,  that  they  furprife 
them  ;  ^nd  the  mod  horrid  thoughts  are  call  in,  as 
poifoned  arrows^  ot fiery  darts^  as  the  Apbftle  fpeaks, 
Eph.  vi.  |6.  And  this  his  enmity,  though  it  is  againft 
man  in  general^  yet  is  moft  enraged  againft  the  chil- 
dren of  God  ;  he  goes  ahqut  and  fpies  where  we  are 
weakeft,  and  amongil  them  moft  againft  thofe  that 
are  moft  advanced  in  boltneiEs^  and  near  eft  unto  God, ' 

They  were  once  under  his  power,  and  now  being 
efcaped  from  him,  he.  purfues  them,  as  Pharoah  didv 
the  Ifraelites,  with  all  his  forces,  raging  and  roaring 
after  them,  as  a  prey  that  was  once  in  his  den,  and 
under  his  paw,  and  now  is  ref^ued. 

The  refemblance  bath  in  it,  his  ftrength,  his  dili- 
gence, and  his  cruelty.  His  ftrength,  a  lion;  his  di- 
ligence, going  about  and  Jeeking  ;  his  cruelty,  roarings 
^ti^feeking  to  devour. 

Inf.  Is  it  not  moft  reafona,We  hence  to  prefs  watch- 
fulnefs?  and  to  keep  continual  watch,  to  fee  what 
comes  in,  and  what  goes  out ;  to  try  what  is  under 
every  offer  of  the  world,  every  motion  of  our  own 
natural  hearts,  whether  there  be  not  fome  treachery, 
forae  fecret  intelligence  or  not  ?  cfpecially  after  a 
time  of  fome  fpecial  feafons  of  grace,  and  fome  fpe- 
cial«new  fupplies  of  griace  received  in  fuch  feafons  ; 
as  after  the  holy  facraraent,  then  will  he  fet  on  moft 
eagerly,  when  he  knows  of  the  richeft  booty.  The 
pirates  that  let  the  fliips  pafs  as  they  go  by  empty, 
watch  them  well  when  they  return  richly  laden  : 
So  doth  this  great  pirate.  Did  he  not  afTault  our  Sa- 
viour ftraigfat  ^fter  his  baptifm  ?  *0  wiif «^«^. 

And,  that  we  may  watcb^  it  concerns  us  to  he  fo- 
her.  The  inftrudion  is  military,  and  a  drttnk  foldier 
is  not  fit  to  be  on  the  watch.  This  moft  of  us  are 
with  our  feveral  fancies  and  vanities,  and  fo  e&pofed 
to  this  adverfary,  yea.  When,  we  have  gained  fome 
advantage  in  a  conflid,  or'wben  the  enemy  fcems  ta 

retire 
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retire  and  be  gone,  yet  eVen  then  are  we  to  be  watch- 
ful, yea,  then  efpecially.  How  many,  prefuoring.  on 
falfe  fafeties  that  way,  and  fitting  down  to  caroufe, 
or  lying  down  to  fleep,  have  been  reaflaulted  and  cut 
off*.  Oh  !  beware  when  you  think  yourfelves  moil 
fafe ;  that  very  thought  makes  you  lead  fafe.  Keep 
always  your  fpirits  free  of  farcharges,  and  lavifh  pro- 
fufion  upon  the  world,  applying  your  hearts  to  any 
thing  in  it,  fitting  down  to  it.  Oh  !  no.  Be  like  Gi- 
deon's army,  Judges  vii.  5.  fit  to  follow  God,  and  be 
vi&orious  in  him,  not  lying  down  to  drink,  but  tal- 
king of  it  only,  as  for  necefiity,  in  pafling.  Take  our 
Saviour's  own  word.  Take  heed  left  at  any  time  your 
hearts  he  furcharged  witb  furfeitings  and  drunkennejs, 
and  the  cares  of  this  life,  Luke  xxi.  34.  Thofe  will 
overcharge  you,  and  make  you  drunk,  and  caft  yoa 
dfleep. 

Oh  !  olind  your  work  ai^d  your  warfare  always^ 
more  than  your  eafe  and  pleafure.  Seek  it  not  here, 
your  reft  is  not  here*  Oh !  poor  Ihort  reft,  if  it 
were;  but  follow  the  Lord  Jefus  through  conflids 
and  fuflerings,  a  little  wbile^  and  you  fliall  have  cer- 
tain viftory,  and  after  it  everlafting  triumph ;  rejfl 
and  pleafure,  and  a  feaft  that  fiiall  not  end,  where 
there  is  neither  danger  of  furfeiting  nor  weai^ying,  but 
pure  and  perpetual  delight.  In  this  perfuafion,  you  < 
Ihould  be  abftinent  and  watchful,  and  endure  bard^ 
Jbip^  as  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  Apoftle 
fpeaks,  not  entangling  yourfehes  witb  the  affairs  of 
this  life,  2  Tim,  xi.  4.  and  thus  be  ready  for  encoun- 
ters,  ftand  watching,  and  if  you  be  aflaulted,  refift. 

Whom  ref\jl  fledfafl  in  tbefaitb.'}  To  watchfulnefs^ 
courage  fhould  be  joined.  He  that  watches  and 
yields,  feems  rather  to  watch  to  receive  than  to  re- 
lift  the  enemy. 

And  this  refiftance  fiiould  be  continued  even,againft 

multiplied  afiaults;  for   thou  haft  to  deal  with  an 

enemy  that  will  not  eafily  gite  over,  but  will  try  fe- 

,  ,  veral 

*  Invadunt  urbemfomno  innoque  fepuham.  / 
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feral  ways,  and  wiU  redoubie  Ms  oixfets^^  fonoe- 
times  Tery  thick,  to  weaiy  thee  oot,  ibmetiaies  after  a 
little  forbearance  interpofed,  to  catch  thee  inoawares, 
tvhen  he  is  Qot  exported ;  but  in  all  faint  not^  but 
be  ftedfaft  in  thy  retiftairce. 

This  is  eaiily  faid^  but  how  may  it  be  ?  how  fhall 
I  be  able  fo  to  do?  thus:    . 

Stedfajl  in^hefnirtf.'}  The  moft  of  men  are  under 
-the  power  of  ocie  of  thefe  two  evils,  fecudty  or  dif- 
truft^  and  out  tyf  the  one  we  readily  f  dl  into  the  other : 
Therefore  the  Apoftie  frames  his  exhortations,  and 
the  arguments  of  it,  in-oppofition  to  both  thefe.  Firft, 
againft  fecurity  in  tbe  former  verfe,  3e  faber  and 
Hiuaicbf  and  prefles  that  by  tbe  proper  argument  of 
^eat  atid  continuing  danger.  Here- s^ainft  diftruft ; 
iVhom  re^  fiedfafi  in  tbe  faith  ;  and  adds  an  en- 
couraging confideration  of  the  common  condition  of 
the  children  of  God  in  the  world. 

Siedjujl^  ov  fohd^  by  fakb.  This  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  fdr  refiftance ;  a  man  cannot  fight  upon  a 
quagmire  ;  there  is  no  Handing  out  without  a  ftand- 
ing,  fome  -firm  ground  to  tread  upon  ;  and  this,  &itfa 
alone  furnilhes.  it  lvk&  the  foul  up  to  the  firm  ad- 
vanced ground  of  the  promifes,  andfafteos  it  there, 
and  there  it  is  fure,  even  as  Mount  Siwiy  that  cannot 
'be  removed.  He  fays  «not^  ftedfafi  by  your  O'tvn  rejo- 
buttons  andpurpofes^  hat  Jiedfufi  byfaitb.  The  power 
of  God  by  faith  becomes  ours,  for  that  is  contained 
and  engaged  in  the  Word  of  Promife ;  faith  lays  hold 
l^iete,  and  there  finds  Almighty  flrength  ;  and  this  is 
our  ^i^ory,  fays  the  Apoftle  St  John,  wbepeby  isxe  oDcr- 
€OWje  4be  njuorld,  ^ven  ourfaith^  i  John  v.  4. ;  fo  is  our 
\idory,  whereby  we  overcome  tbe  prince  oftbenvorld, 
^u^om  r^jiftedfajl  in  the  faitib.  And,  uoiverfally,  all 
difficulties,  and  all  enemies,  are  overcome  by ^i/i. 
faith  fets  the  ftronger  lion  of  tbe  tribe  efjudah 


"*  Od   3il«P(r<v  tcfxvuwtf,   tii   rix»j^,   nh  ifticvutr^.     FklUti  fli  vr/« 
Marcel. 
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ag^nft  this  roaring  fiM  of$be  iHdtomleJs  pU i  that  de« 
liverlng  Lion  againft  this  devouring  lio/i, 

Wh<en  tb«  foul  is  furrounded  with  enemies  on  all 
hands,  fo  that  there  is  no  way  of  efcape,  faith  fliet 
alxwd  t&em^  and  carries  up  tbs  foul  to  take  refuge  in 
Chrift,  where  it  is  fafc.  That  is  the  power  of  faith  j 
it  fets  a  foiri  in  Chrift,  and  there  it  look»  down  upon 
all  temptations,  as  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  break** 
ing  themfelves  into  foam..  When  the  floods  of  temp- 
tations  rife  and  gather,  fo  great  and  matiy,  that  the 
ibul  is  even,  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up,  then,  by  faith, 
it  fays,  **  Lord  Jefus,  thou  art  my  ftrength>  I  look  to 
'^  th6e  for  deliverance ;  now  Appear  for  my  help  T^ 
And  thus  it  overcomes  the  guilt  of  iin ;  that  is  zn^  . 
fwered  by  his  blood,  and  the  power  of  fin  is  conquer** 
ed  by  his  Spirit;,  and  afBiAions  that  arifo  are  no« 
thing  to  thefe.  His  lo»'e  and  gracious  prefence  makes 
them  fweet  and  eafy. 

We  miftake,  if  we  think  to  dq  any  thing,  <^1  be 
any  thing,  without  him ;  and  we  miftake  again,  if  we 
think  any  thing  too  hard  to  be  done  or  fuffered  wii^ 
him :  Witbopt  me  you  can  do  notbingy  fays  he,  Johnxv. 
5.  And  I  am  able  to  do  ail  things ^  or  can  all  ibings, 
iFotrret  wj^w,  (fo  the  Apoftle's  word  is),  through  Cbriji 
that  firengthens  me^  Phil.  iv.  13.  All  things.  Oh ! 
that  is  a  big  word,  yet  it  is  a  true  word ;  and  thus  ' 
made  good  through  Cbrijt  empowering  me  ;  that  frcesr 
it  both  from  falfehood  aitd  vanity.  An  humble  con-, 
fidence ;  for  it  is  not  in  himfelf,  but  in  Chrift,  and 
this  boafting  is  good.  '  Mjjouljball  make  her  boaft 
in  God^  fays  David,  Pfal.  zxxiv.  2.  Oh  I  they  have 
only  warrant  to  boaft,  and  to  triumph  even  before 
the  victory,  that  do  it  in  this  ftyle ;  fuch  may  give  a 
challenge  to  all  the  world,  and  to  all  adverfe  powtra 
of  earth  and  hell,  as  the  Apoftle  doth  in  his  own  and 
every  believer's  name,  Rom.  viii.  35.  38.  Who  Jball 
feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift?  &c.  See  the  vic- 
tory recorded  in  this  fame  way,  Apocal.  xiL  Jii.  and 
(bey  overcame  him.    But  how  I  by  the  blood  of  the 

JLamb^ 
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Lambf  and  the  word  of  their  tejlimony.  That  blood, 
and  the  word  of  their  teftimony,  believing  that  word 
coticerntng  that  blood  :  Thefe .  are  the  ftrcngth  and 
viftory  of  a  Chriftian. 

Inf.  Although,  then,  thou  feeft  thyfelf  tbemoft  wit- 
lefs  and  weak,  and  lindefl  thyfelf  nothing  but  a  prey 
to  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  yet  know,  that,  by  belie- 
Ting,  the  wifdbm  and  ftrength  of  Cbrift  is  thine. 
Thou  art  and,  oughteft  to  find  tbyfelfall  weaknefs, 
but  he  is  all  ftrength,  Almightinefs  itfelf.  Learn  to 
apply  his  vidory,  and  fo  it  is  thine,  fie  ftrong,  bow  ? 
In  bim^  and  the  power  of  bis  might.  But  thou  wilt 
fay,  I  am^  often  foiled,  yea,  I  cannot  find  that  I  pre- 
vail at  all'againft  mine  enemies,  but  they  ftlll  againft 
Ine  :  Yet  rely  on  hiro,  he  can  turn  •  the  cbace  in  an 
inftant ;  ftill  cleave  to  him,  when  the  Whole  powers 
of  thy  foul  are,  as  it  were,  fcattered  and  routed. 
Rally  them  by  believing.  Draw  thou  but  into  the 
ftandard  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  day  fliall  be  thine : 
For  vidlory  follows  that  ftandard,  and  cannot  be  fe- 
vered.from  it.  Yea,  though  thou  find  the  fmart  of 
divers  ftrokes,  yet  think  that  often  a  wounded  foldier 
hath  won  the  day ;,  believe,  and  it  ihall  be  fo  with 
thee* 

And. remember  that  thy  foils,  through  the  wifdom 
and  Ibve  of  thy  God,^  may  be  ordered  to  advance  the 
victory ;  to  put  courage  and  holy  anger  into  thee 
againtt  thine  enemies;  to  humble  thee,  and  drive 
thee  from  thine  own  imagined  ftrength,  to  make*  ufe 
of  his  real  ftrength.  And  be  not  hafty  ;  think  not 
at  the  very  firft  to  conquer ;  many  a  hard  conflidt 
muft  thou  refolve  upon,  and  often  be  brought  very 
low,  almoft  to  a  dcfperate  point,  that  to  thy  fenfe  it 
IS  paft  recovery  :  then  it  is  his  time  to  ftep  in,  even 
in  the  midft  of  their  prevailing.  Let  God  but  arife^ 
and  bis  enemies  Jhall  he  fcattered^  Pfal.  Ixviii.  \.  Thus 
the  Church  hath  found  it  in  her  greateft  extremities, 
gnd  thus  Ukewife  the  believing  fouK 

The 
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The  Apdftle  adds  iii  the  clofe  of  die  verfe,  Know* 
ifig  that' the  fame  affliSHons  are  accompli/bed  inyouf 
brethren  that  are  in  the  world.  There  is  one  thing 
that  much  troubles  the  patience^  and  weakens  the 
faith,  of  fome  Chriflians  j  they  are  readj  to  think 
there  is  none,  yea,  there  was  never  any  beloved  of 
God,  in^  fuch  a  condition  as  theirs.  Thus  fometimes 
they  fwell,  even  their  outward  trials,  in  imagination^ 
but  pftener  their  inward,  which  are  molt  heavy  and 
preffing  to  themfelves,  and  the  parallel  of  them  leaft 
difcernible  by  them  in  others.  Therefore  the  Apoftle 
St  Paul  breaks  this  conceit,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  No  tempta-- 
tion  hath,  taken  you^  hut  Jucb  as  is  common  to  men : 
And  here  is  the  fame  truth.  The  fame  ajflidtions  are 
accompli/bed  in  your  brethren. 

But  alas  !  we  had  rather  hear  of  eafe^  and  cannot, 
after  all- that  is  faid,  bring  our  hearts  to  comply  with 
this,  that  temptations  and  troubles  are  the  faints  por- 
tion here,  and  that  this  is  the  rdyal  way  to  the  king-^ 
dom.  Our  King  led  in.  it,  and  all  his  follotvers  go 
the  fame  way ;  and  befides  the  happy  end  of  it,  is  it 
not  fwcet,  even  for  this  fimply,  becaufe  H^e  went  in  it  ? 
Yet  this  is  the  truth,  and,  taken  altogether,  is  a  moft 
comfortable  truth ;  the  whole  brotherhood,  all  out- 
brethren^  go  in  it,  and  our  Eldeft  Brother  Went  firft. 

Ver.  ip.  But  the  God  qf  allgrace^  who  hath  called  us 
into  his  eternal  joy  by  Cbrift  j^efuSj  after  that  ye  have 
fuffered  a  while,  make  you  perfeSl,Jlabli/hjJlren£then, 
fettle  you. 

HIS  divine  do<^rine  and  exhortations  the  Apoftle 
clofes  with  prayer,  as  we  follow  this  rule  ixir 
public  after  the  word  preached  :  So  St  Paul  fre* 
quently  did,  and  fo  Chrift  himfclf,  John  xvii.  after 
that  fermon  in  the  precedhig  chapters.  It  were 
well  if  both  minifters  and  people  would  follow  thQ. 
fame  way  more  in  private,  each  for  themfelves,  and 
each  for  the  other ;  for  the  want  of  this  is  mainly  the 
Vol.  II.  T  4  thing. 
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thing  that  makes  our  preaching  and-  bearing  fo  bar- 
ren and  fruitless.  The  minifters  of  the  gofpel  Ihould 
indeed  be  as  the  angels  of  God,  going  betwixt  him 
and  bis  people ;  not  only  bringing  down  ufeful  in- 
ftrudions  from  God  to  tbeni,  but  putting  up  earneft 
fupplications  to  God  for  them.  In  the  x.  of  St  Luke, 
the  difciples  are  fent  forth  and  appointed  to  preach  ; 
and  in  the  xi.  we  have  them  dcfiring  to  be  taught  to 
pray  ;  Lord  teacb  us  to  pray.  And  without  this  there 
can .  be  little  anfwer  or  fuccefs  in  the  other ;  little 
fpringing  up  of  this  feed,  though  minifters  fow  it 
plentifully  in  preaching,  unlefs  they  fecretly  water  it 
with  their  prayers  and  tears. 

And  people,  truly«  (hould  keep  fome  correfpondence 
in  this  duty  ;  and  that,  if  other  engagement  will  not 
perfuade,  even  for  their  own  advantage^  for  it  returns 
unto  them  with  abundant  intereft.  If  much  of  the 
Spirit  be  poured  forth  on  minifters,  are  they  not  the 
more  able  to  unfold  the  fpiritual  myfteries  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  build  up  their  people  in  thq  knowledge  of 
them  ?  Oh  !  that  both  of  us  were  more  abundant  in 
this  rich  and  fwcet  exercife. 

The  prayer  is  addrefled  to  the  God  of  all  grace^ 
who  hath  called  us  to  eternal  glory  by  Chrijl  Jefus  ; 
wherein  it  fuits  the  Apollle  St  Paul's  word  in  his  di- 
redion  to  the  Philippians,  Chap.  iv.  6. ;  it  is  fuppli- 
cation  with  thank/giving^  prayer  with  piaife.  In  the 
prayer  or  petition,  coniider  tbie  matter  and  the  ftyle. 
The  matter  or  thing  requefted  is  exprejOTed  in  divers 
brief  words,  Make  you  perfeSl^Jlahll/bJtrengtben^  fettle 
you  ;  which,  though  they  be  much  of  the  fame  fcnfe, 
yet  are  not  fuperfluoufly  multiplied ;  for  they  both 
carry  the  gceat  iqiportance  of  the  thing,  and  the 
earneft  defire  in  aflcing  it.  And  though  it  be  a  little 
light  and  unfoiid  to  frame  a  different  fenfe  to  each 
of  them  ;  nor  are  any  of  the  ways  that  fuch  kind  of 
interpreters  have  taken  in  it  very  fatisfadory  to  any 
difcerning  judgment ;  yet  I  conceive  they  are  not  al- 
together without  fome  profitable  difference.    As  the 
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firft,  rerfc£l,  implies  more  clearly  thgn  the  reft,  their 
advancement  in  victory  over  their  remaining  corrup- 
tioiis  and  infirmitres,  and'  their  progrefs  towards  per- 
fedion.  Stablijbj  hath  more  exprefs  reference  to  both 
the  inward  lightnefs  and  inconiiancythat  is  natural 
to  us^  the  coanter-blafts  of  perfecutions  and  tempta- 
tions, and  to  outward  oppoGtions ;  and  imports  the 
curing  of  the  one,  and  fupport  againft  the  other. 
Strengthen^  the  growth  of  their  graces,  efpecially  gain- 
ing of  further  meafures  of  thofe  graces  wherein  they 
arc  weakeft  and  lioweft.  And  fettle,  though  it  feems 
the  fame,  and  in  fubftance  is  the  fame  with  the  other 
word  Jiablijby* y^t  it  adds  fomewhat  to  it  very  confi- 
derable ;  for  it  fignifies  to  found  or  fix  upon  a  furc 
foundation,  and  fo  indeed  may  have  an  afped  to  Him 
who  i$  the  foundation  and  ftrength  x)f  believers,  on  * 
whom  they  build  by  faith,  even  Jefus  Cbrj/iy  m  whom 
we  have  all,  both  vidory  over  lin,  and  increafe  of 
grace,  eftabliftimeiit  of  fpirit,  and  power  to  perfevere 
againft  all  difficulties  and  aftiiults :  He  is  that  corner 
foundation-^ohe  laid  in  Zicn^  that  they  that  build  upon 
him  tnaynot  be  ajbamedflki:xx\\iu  16. :  That,  rock 
that  upholds  the  bovfe  founded  on  it  in  the  mid/l  of  aii 
winds  andflorrrity  Matth,  vii,  ult. 

From  hence  we  may  obferve,  ly?,  That  thefe  ex^ 
preifions  have  in  them  that  which  is  fo  earncftly  and 
principally  to  be  fought  after  by  every  Chriftian; 
perfevernnce  ViuA  progrefs  in  grace.  Thefe  two  are 
here  interwoven  ;  for^here  be  two  words  importinjj 
the  one,  and  two  the  ot^er,  and  they  ^re  interchange? 
ably  placed.  This  is  often  urged  on  Chriltians  as 
their  duly,  and  accordingly. ought  they  to  a^ply  them- 
felves  to  it,  and  ufe  their  higheft, diligence  m  it  t  Not 
to  take  the  beginning'  pf  Chriltianity  for  the  end  of 
it ;  to  thiiik  it  enough,  if  they  are  entered  into  ihe 
way  of  it,' and  fit  dowp  upon  the  er.try  ;  but  to  walk 
on,  to  go' from  flrength  toflrengtb,  Pfal.  IxK-xfv.  7^  • 
arid  even  through  the  greateft  difficuities  and  difcoa- 
rageracnts,  to  paft  forward  with  unmoved  ftability 
.  '    >  ^         '  »  and 
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and  fixednefs  of  mindp  They  ought  to  be  dmiag  at 
perfcaion  :  Ij:  is  true,  we  £haU  ftiU  fall  exceedingly 
Ihbrt  of  it ;  but  the  more  we  <ludy  it,  the  nearer 
(hall  we  come  to  it ;  the  higher  we  ^ira,  the  higher 
^all  we  fhpot^  tboogb  we  flioot  not  fo  high  as  we 
aim. 

It  is  an  excellent  life,  and  it  is  the  proper  life  of 
^  Chriftian,  to  be  daijy  putftripping  himfel^  to  be  (pi- 
ritualiy  wifer,  holier,  more  heavenly  minded  to-day 
than  yefterday,  and  to-morrow  (if  it  be.  added  to  his 
)ife)  than  to-day*.  Every  day  loving  the  world  lefi, 
and  Chtift  more,  than  the  former,  and  gaining  every 
day  fome  further  vidpry  over  his  fecret  corruptions, 
Slaving  his  paffiop^  more  fubdued  and  mortified,  bis 
defires,  in  aU  temporal  things,-  more  cool  and  in41f- 

»  ferent,  and  in  fpiritual  things  more  ardent ;  that  mi- 
ferable  ligbtnefs  of  fpirit  cured,  and  his  heart  render- 
ed more  folid  and  filled  upon  God,  aipiring  to  more 
pear  communion  with  hiip,  laboqring  that  particular 
graces  may  be  made  mpre  lively  ^nd  ftrong,  by  often 
fsxercifing  and  ftirring  them  up :  Faith  more  con- 
firmed and  ftayed,  love  more  in^amed,  compofed 
peeknefs  producing  more  deep  h^i^iility.     Oh  !  this 

.  were  a ,  worthy  ambition  indeed  !  f  p|i  would  have 
j^our  eftates  growing,  and  your  credit  growing  ;  Jhow 
piuch  rather  i^^opl^  you  feek  to  have  your  graces 
growipg,  and  not  be  ppntent  with  any  fhing  you  bavc 
attained  to  ?     But, 

ddfyf  All  ppr  endeavPprs  and  diligence  in  this  will 
be  vain,  uqlefs  we  look  for  our  perfecting  and  efta- 
blifhing  from  that  rijrbi  band,  without  which  we  dp 
nothing  J  thither  the  Apoftle  moves  his  defires  for  his 
brethren,  )and  fp  teacher  them  the  fame  addrefs  for 
jhemfplyes,  Tbe  God  ofattgrafc  ruake  you  p^rfeSl. 

This  prayer  is  grounded  (as  aJK  prayer  of  faith 
muft  be)  on  the  prpmife  and  covenant  of  God.  He 
is  our  rock,  and  bu  'work  is  perfc^,  pent,  xxxii.  4^. 
)He  doth  not  begin  a  building,  and  then  leayc  it  off; 

none 
f-  ^uavtffima  vita  ejl  indies  fintir^  ft  fieri  mli^kV^m^ 
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none  of  his  defigns  break  in  the  middle^  or  fall  (hort 
of  their  end.  He  will  perfy^  that  gof>d  work  which 
he  hath  hegun^  to  the  day  of  Jefus  Chrijl^  Phil.  i.  6. 
And,  how  often  is  he  called  the  Jlrengfh  of  tbofe  that 
trufi  on  hiffif  FfaL  xviii.  30. ;  their  puckler,  and  his 
wajiperfeSi. 

Hence  is  the  ftability  of  gcace,  and  perfeverance 
of  the  faints ;  it  is  founded  upon,  his  unchangeable- 
nefs.  Not  that  they  are  fo,  though  truly  fand:ified, 
if  they  and  their  graces  were  left  to  their  own  ma- 
nagement ;  no,  it  is  he  who  not  only  gives  that  rich 
portion  to  tbofe  he  adopts  to  be  his  children,  but 
keeps  it  for  them,  and  them  in  the  po0effipn  of  it ; 
He  maintains  ^tbe  lot  of  our  inheritance^  ffal.  xvi.  5. 
And  to  build  that  perfuafion  of  perfeverance  upon 
his  truth  and  power  engaged  in  it,  is  no  p^efump- 
tion,  yea^  it  is  high  diflionour  to  him  to  queilion 

But  when  nature  is  fet  to  judge  of  grace,  it  mufl: 
fpeak  according  to  itfelf ;  and,  therefore,  very  unfuit- 
ably  to  that  which  it  fpeaks  of.  Natural  wits  appre« 
bend  not  the  fpiritual  tehor  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
but  model  it  to  their  own  principles,  and  quite  dif- 
guife  it ;  and  they  think  of  nothing  but  their  refolves 
and  moral  purpofes :  Or,  they  take  up  with  a  con- 
fufed  notion  of  grace ;  they  imagine  it  put  into  their 
pwn  hands,  to  keep  or  lofe  it,  and  will  not  Hoop  to 
a  pontinual  dependence  on  the  ftrength  of  another ; 
rather  choogng  that  g^nie  of  hazard,  though  it  is  cer- 
tain lofs  and  undoing,  to  do  for  themfelves. 

But  the  humblp  believer  is  otherwife  taught ;  he 
bath  nqf  fp  learned  Cbriji.  He  fees  him&lf  beiet  with 
enemies  without,  9nd  buckled  to  a  treacherous  heart 
within,  that  will  betray  him  to  them;  and  he  dare 
^  no  more  truft  hintfelf  to  himfelf,  than  to  his  moll 
profeffed  enemies.  Thus  it  ought  to  be,  and  the 
ipore  the  heart  is  brought  to  this  humble  petitioning 
for  that  abiljty^  and^engthening  and  perfe^^ing,  from 

.        .::      :.     ^  God> 
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God^  the  more  (hall  it  find  both  (lability  and  peace, 
froiri  the  affurance  of  that  (lability. 

And  certainly,  the  more  the  Chriftian  is  acquainted 
with  himfelf,  the  more  will  he  go  out  of  himfelf  for 
bis  perfedling  and  eAabli(hing.  He  finds  that  when 
he  thinks  to  go  forward,  he  is  driven  backward,  and 
fin  gets  hold  of  him,  oftentimes,  when  he  thought  to 
have  fmitten  it.  He  finds  thatmiferable  inconftancy 
of  his  heart  in  fpiritual  things,  the  vanifhing  of  his 
purpofes  and  breaking  off  of  his  thoughts,  that  they 
ufually  die  ere  they  be  brought  forth  :  So  that  when 
he  hath  thought,  *'  I  wiH  pray  more  reverently,  and 
**  fet  mjfelf  to  behold  God  when  I  fpeak  to  him,  and 
"  watch  m,ore  over  my  heart,  that  it  fly  not  out  and 
*«  leave  me;"  po(fibly  the  firft  time  he  fets  to  it, 
thinking  to  be  mailer  of  his  intention,  he  finds  him- 
felf more  fcattered,  and  difordered,  and  dead,  than  at 
any  time  before.  When  be  hath  conceived  thoughts 
of  humility  and  felf-abafement,  and  thinks,  ^  Now 
**  I  am  down,  and  laid  low*  within  myfelf,  to  rife  and 
**  look  big  no  more ;"  yet  fome  vain  fancy  creeps 
in  ancn,  and  encourages  him,  and  raiies  him  up  to 
his  old  eftare :  So  that  in  this  plight,  had  he  not 
higher  ftrength  to  look  at,  he  would  fit  down  and 
give  over  all,  .as  utterly  hopelefs  of  ever  attaining  to 
his  journey's  end. 

Bat  when  he  confiders  whofc  work  that  is  within 
him,  even  thefe  fmall  beginnings  of  dedres,  he  is  en- 
couraged, by  the  greatnefs  of  the  work,  not  to  defpife 
and  defpair  of  the  fmall  appearance  of  it  in  its  begin- 
ning ;  not  to  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things^  Zech.  iv. 
10. ;  and  knowing  that  it  is  not  by  any  power  nor 
mi^btf  but  by  bis  Spitit,  that  it  (hall  be  accomplijfhed, 
he  lays  hold  on  that  word.  Job  viii.  7.  Tbougb  tby 
beginning  be  fmall^  yet  tby  latter  end  Jbdll  greatly  in- 
trtafe.  '■  •     . 

ITie  well  inftrufted  Chriftian  hokj  to  Jefus^  afo^w 
TK,  Heb.  xii.  i*  looks  off  from  all  bppofitions  and  dif- 
ficulties \  looks  above  them  to  Jefus^  the  Author  and 

Fini/ber 
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Finifl^er  qf  our  faitb;  Author^  and  thjefcfore  Tmifher. 
Thus  tbat  royal  dignity  is  intcrefted  in  the  maintain* 
ance  and  completing  of  what  he, hath  wrought:  not*, 
witbftanding  all  thy  imperfe(^ions,  and  the  ftrength 
of  (in,  he  can  and  will  fubdue  it ;  though  thy  cendi- 
tipp  ihould  be  fo  light  and  looffe,  that  it  were  eafy 
for  any.  wind  of  teniptation  to  blow  thee  away,  yet 
he  fhaU  hold  thee  in  his  right  band^  aiid  there  ihou 
flialt  be  firm  as  the.  earth,  that  is  fo  fettled  by  bis 
hand,  that  though  it  hangs  on  uQibing^  y-c:  noihing 
can  remove  it.  Though  thou  art  weak^  he  is  ftrong; 
end  is  b€  that  Jlrengtbtns  thee^  and  renews  thyfirevgtb^ 
Ifa*  xL  28. ;  when  it  feems  to  be  gone  and  quite 
fpent,  be  makes  it  frelb,  and  greater  than  ever  be- 
fore.  The  word  y&hxv  which  we  render  renew^  lig- 
nifies  change;  they  Ihall  have  for  their  own,  his 
ilrength;  a  weak  believer, .  and  his  ftrong  Saviour^ 
will  be  too  hard  for  all  that  can  rife  againll  tbe.m  : 
It  is  here  fit  bominem  cum  haji  metiri,  as  in  Aatues^ 
to  meafure  the  man  with  the  bails  on  which  be  Hands; 
and  there  is  no  taking  the  right  meafure  of  a  Cbri* 
ilian  but  that  way. 

Thou  art  now,  indeed,  expofed  to  great  ftorm«and 
tempefts,  yet  he  builds  thee  on  htmfelf^  naakes^  thee, 
by  believing,  to  found  on  him  ;  and  fo,  though  the 
%&inds  blow  and  the  rain  Jall^  yet  thou  ftandeft,  being 
built  on  him  tby  rock^  Maftth.  vii.  25.  And  this,  in- 
deed, is  our  fafety,  the  more  we  cleave  to  our  rock 
and  faflen  on  him  t  This  is  the  only  thing  that  efta- 
blifties  us,  2Lt\A  perfeSts  and  Jlrengthefts  us  ;  therefore, 
well  is  that  word  added  difiiAi«^««,  found  you,  or 
fettle  you,  on  your  foundation.  This  is  the  firmnefs 
of  the  Church  againfi  the  gattsof  hell ;  he  is  a  flrong 
foundation  for  eftabUihmeut,  and  a  living  founda- 
tion ;  having  influence  into  the  building  for  perled- 
ing  it ;  for  it  is  a  living  boufe,  and  the  foundation  is 
9  root  fending  life  to  the  ftones,  that  /Z^f/  grow  up^ 
as  this  Apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Epift.  ii.  4,  5. 

It 
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It  is  th6  want  of  this  adivky  of  faith  on  Jefus^ 
that  keeps  us  fo  imperfed,  and  wreflling  ftill  with 
our  corruptions  without  any  advancement.  We 
wreftle  in  our  own  ilrength  too  often,  and  fo  are  juft- 
ly,  yea  neceflarily,  foiled ;  for  it  cannot  be  other- 
wife,  till  we /make  him  our  (trength.  This^weare 
fiill  forgetting,  atid  we  had  need  to  be  put  in  mind 
of  it,  and  frequently  to  recoiled  it^  We  would  be 
at  doing  for  ourfelves,  and  infenfibly  fall  ijpto  this 
folly,  even  after  much  fmarting  for  it^  if  we  be  not 
watchful  againft  it ;  there  is  this  wretched  natural 
independency  in  us,  that  is  fo  hard  to  beat  out.  All 
our  projedtings  are  but  caftles  in  the  aiif^  imaginary 
buildings  without  a  foundation,  till  once  laid  on 
Chrift.  fiut  never  Ihall  we  find  heart  peace,  fvveet 
peace,  and  progrefs  id  hdlinds,  till  we  be  driven 
from  it,  to  make  him  all  our  ftrength ;  till  we  be 
brought  to  do  nothing,  to  attempt  nothing,  to  hope 
or  exped  nothing,  but  in  him  ^  and  then  (hall  we 
indeed  find  his  fulnefs  and  all-fuSiciency,  and  be 
more  than  conquerors  through  him  who  hath  loved  ut, 
Rom.  viii.  37. 

But  the  God  of  all  grace.}  By  reafon  of  our  many 
wants  and  great  weaknefs,  we  had  need  to  have  a 
very  full  haod^  and  a  very  flrong  hand  to  go  to, 
for  fupplies  and  fupport.  And  fuch  we  have^ indeed ; 
our  Father  is  the  God  of  all  grace,  a  fpring  that  can- 
not be  drawn  dry,  no,  nor  fo  much  as  any  whit  di« 
minifhed. 

He  is  the  God  of  all  grace :  The  God  of  imputed 
grace,  of  infufed  and  increafed  grace,  of  furnifhed 
and  afiifting  grace.  The  work  of  falvation  is  all 
grace  from  beginning  to  end.  Free  grace  in  the 
plot  of  it,  laid  in  the  counfel  of  God,  and  performed 
by  his  own  hand  all  of  it.  His  Sbn  fent  in  the  fiefb, 
and  his  Spirit  fent  into  the  hearts  of  his  chofen,  to 
apply  Chrift.  AH  grace  is  in. him,  the  living  fpring 
of  it,  and  flows  from  him ;  all  the.  various  adings, 
and  all  the  feveral  degrees  of  grace ;  he  is  the  God 
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of  pardoning  grace,  (bat  blots  out  tbe  tranjgrejjions  of 
his  own  children,  for  bis  own  name*s  fake^  Ifa*  xliii. 
25. ;  that  takes  up  all  quarrels,  and  makes  one  a6t  of 
oblivion  ferve  for  all  reckonings  betwixt  him  and 
them.  And,  as  the  God  of  pardoning  grace,  fo  he 
is  alfcr  the  God  of  fandifying  grace,  who  refines  and 
purifies  all  thofe  he  means  to  make  up  into  vefTels  of 
glory,  and  hath  in  his  hand  all  the  fit  means  and 
ways  of  doing  this ;  purges  them  by  afilidtions  and 
outward  trials,  by  tbe  reproaches  and  hatfeds  of  the 
world.  The  profane  world  little  know  how  fervice- 
able  they  are  to  the  increafe  of  the  graces  and  com* 
forts  of  a  Chriftian,  when  they  indignify  and  perfe- 
cute  him ;  yea,  little  doth  a  Chriftian  himfelf  fome- 
times  think  how  great  his  advantage  is  by  thofe 
things,  till  he  find  it,  and  wonders  at  his  Father's 
wifdom  and  love.  But  moft  powerfully  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God  fandified  by  the  Spirit  within  them, 
without  which,  indeed,  no  other  thing  could  be  ad- 
vantage to  them  in  this.  That  divine  fire  kindled 
within  them  is  daily  refining  and  fublimating  them  ; 
that  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  conquering  fin,  and, -by  the 
mighty  flame  of  his  love,  confuming  tbe  earth  and 
drofs  that  is  in  them  ;  making  their  affedions  more 
ipiritual  and  difengaged  from  all  created  delights : 
And  thus  as  they  receive  the  beginnings  of  grace 
freely,  fo  all  the  advances  and  increafes  of  it.  Life 
from  their  Lord  ftill  flowing  and  caufing  them  grow, 
abating  the  power  of  fin,  ftrengthening  a  fainting 
faith,  quickening  a  languifliing  love,  teaching  the 
foul  the  ways  of  wounding  ftrong  corruptions,  and 
fortifying  its  weak  graces :  Tea,  in  wonderful  ways 
advancing  the  good  of  his  children  by  things  not 
only  harlh  to  them,  as  affliftions  and  temptations, 
but  by  that  which  is  diredly  oppofite  in  its  nature, 
fin  itfelf,  raifing  them  by  their  falls,  and  ftrengthen- 
ing them  by  their  very  troubles ;  working  them  up 
to  humility  and  vigilance,  and  fending  them  to  Chrift 
Vol.  IL  U  u  for 
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for  ftrength  by  the  experience  of  their  weaknefie^ 
lind  failings. 

And  as  he  is  the  God  of  pardoning  grace,  and 
fan&ifying  grace  in  the  beginning  and  growth  of  it, 
fo  alfo  the  God  of  ftipporting  grace ;  that  fuperve* 
nient  influence,  without  which  the  graces  placed 
t^ithin  us  would  lie  dead,  and  fail  us  in  the  time  of 

Seated  need.  This  is  the  immediate  affifting  power 
at  bears  up  the  foul  under  the  hardeft  fervices,  and 
backs  it  in  the  fharpefl  conflids,  communicating  frefli 
auxiliary  ftrength,  when  we  and  all  the  grace  we 
have  within,  dwelling  in  us,  is  furcharged.  Then 
be  fteps  in,  and  oppoles  his  ftrength  to  a  prevailing 
and  confident  enemy,  that  is  at  the  point  of  infult- 
ing  and  triumph.  When  temptations  have  made  a 
breach,  and  enter  with  full  force  and  violence,  he 
lets  in  fo  much  prefent  help  on  a  fudden,  as  makes 
them  give  back,  and  beats  them  out.'  ^fVben  the  ene- 
my comes  in  as  a  floods  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  a 
flandard  againjl  bim^  Ifa.  lix.  ii. ;  and  no  iiege '  can 
be  fo  clofe  as  to  keep  out  this  Bid,  for  it  comes  from 
above. 

And  by  this  a  Chrift,ian  learns  that  his  ftrength  is 
in  God ;  whereas  if  his  received  grace  were  always 
party  enough,  and  able  to  make  itfelf  good  againft 
all  incurfions,  though  we  know  we  have  received  it, 
yet,  being  within  us,  we  fhould  poffibly  fometimes 
forget  the  receipt  of  it,  and  look  on  it  more  as  ours 
than  his  ;  more  as  being  within  us  than  as  flowing 
from  him.  But  when  all  the  forces  we  have,  the« 
ftanding  garrifon,  is  by  far  overmatched,  and  yet  wc 
find  the  aflailahts  beaten  back;  then  we  muft  ac- 
knowledge him  that  fends  fueh  feafonable  relief^  to 
be,  as  the  Pfalmift  Ypeaks,  a  very  prefent  belp  in 
trouble^  Pfal.  xlVi.  i. 

AU  St  Paul's  conftant  ftrength  of  grace  inherent 
in  him, ,  could  not  fence  him  fo  well  as  to  ward  off 
the  piercing  point  of  that  Iharp  temptation,  whatfo^ 
ever  it  was,  which  be  records,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.    The 
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redoubled  bufietings  that  he  felt  came  fo  thick  upon 
him,  that  he  was  driven  to  his'  knees  by  it,  to  cry  for 
help  to  be  fent  down^  without  which  he  found  he 
could  not  hold  out,  and  he  had  ^ti  anfwer  afTuring 
him  of  help ;  a  fecret  fupport  that  (hould  maintain 
him,  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  tbee^  ver,  8.  though 
thine  own  be  not ;  that  is,  that  which  I  have  already 
£iven  t^ec  ;  yet  mine  is,  that  is,  that  grace  which  is 
in  me,  and  which  1  will  put  forth  for  thy  affiftance. 

And  this  is  our  great  advantage  and  comfort,  that 
we  have  a  Protedor  who  is  Almighty,  and  is  always 
at  hand  ;  who  can  and  will  hear  us  whenfoever  we 
are  befet  and  flraitened. .  That  captain  had  reafon, 
who,  beipg  required  to  keep  Milan  for  the  king  of 
France,  went  up  to  the  higheit  turret,  and  cried  three 
times.  King  of  France,  and  refufed  the  fervice,  be- 
caufe  the  king  heard  him  not,  nor  nobody  anfwered 
for  him ;  meaning  the  great  diilance,  and  fo  the  dif- 
ficulty of  fending  aid,  when  need  fliould  require. 
But  we  may  be  confident^of  our  fupplies  in  the  moft 
fudden  furprifes. .  Our  King  can  and  will  hear  us 
when  we  ,call,  and  will  fend  relief  in  due  feafon. 
We  may  be  in  apparent  hazards,  but  we  ftiall  not 
be  wliojly  vanquifhed ;  it  is  but  crying  to  him  in  our 
greateft  ftraits,  and  help  appears.  Poffibly  we  fee 
the  hoft  of  the  enemies  firft,  and  that  fo  great,  that 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  efcaping  ;  but  then  praying, 
we  efpy  the  fiery  chariots  and  horfemen,  and  may 
fay,  There  are  more  with  us  than  with  tbem^  2  Kings 
vi.  i6. 

The  Apoftle  St  Paul  calls  our  God,  the  God  of  alt 
Confolation,  Rom«  xv.  5.  as  here  he  is  Hylcd  ibe  God 
of  all  Grace:  And  this  is  our  rejoicing,  that  in  his 
hand  is  all  good  ;  our  fandification  and  confolation, 
afilfiance  and  affu ranee,  ^r/ic-^  a«rf^/ory.  And  this 
llyle  fuits  moft  fitly  with  the  prefent  petition,  that 
for  pur  perfeSiing^  andflahlijbingy  and  Jlrengtbening  in 
grace f  vve  have  r^courfe  to  tbd  God  of  all  Grace,  whofe 
fbrpfipr  gifts  do  not  difcourage  us  froai  fe^king»  more, 
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but  indeed/ both  encourage  us,  and  engage  him  for 
the  perfefling  of  it.  It  is  his  will  that  we  have  con- 
ftant  recourfe  to  him  for  all  we  want.  He  is  fo  tich, 
and  withal  fo  liberal,  that  he  delights  that  we  feek 
and  draw  much  from  him;  and  it  is  by  believing 
and  praying  that  we  do  draw  from  him.  Were  thefc 
plied,  we  would  foon  grow  richer ;  but  remember, 
all  this  grace,  that  we  would  receive  from  the  God 
of  all  Grace,  muft  be  from  God  in  Cbrijl.  There  it 
flows  for  us,  thither  we  are  direded.  It  was  the  Fa^ 
therms  good  pleafure,  that  in  bimjhould  allfulnefs  dwells 
Col.  i.  19.  and  that /or  wj,  that  we  might  know  whi- 
ther to  go,  and  where  to  apply  for  it. 

Now  for  the  further  opening  up  of  his  riches,  ex. 
preflfed  in  this  title,  tbe  God  of  alf  Grace,  is  added 
one  great  a6t  of  grace,  which  doth  indeed  include  all 
the  reft  ;  for  we  have  in  it  the  beginning  and  end  of 
the  work  linked  together.  The  nrft  effe^  of  grace 
upon  us,  in  effectual  calling,  and  the  laft  accompUfh- 
ment  of  it,  in  eternal  §lory^  Wbq  bath  called  us  to 
bis  eternal  glory^ 

For  that  calling,  I  conceive,  doth  not  limply  mean 
the  defign  of  the  gofpel  in  its  general  publication, 
wherein  the  outward  call  lies,  that  it  holds  forth  and 
fets  before  us  eternal  glory  as  the  refult  of  grace. 
But  the  calling  here  fpoken  of,  is  the  real  bringing 
of  ia  Chriftian  to,  and  uniting  him  with,  Chrift,  and 
fo  giving  him  a  real  and  firip  title  to  glory.  Such  a 
call  is  here  intended,  as  powerfully  works  graee  in 
the  foul,  and  fepures  glory  to  the  foul ;  gives  it  right 
to  that  inheritance,  and  fits  it  for  it ;  and  fometimes 
gives  it  even  the  evident  and  fweet  aflurance  of  it. 
This  aflhrance,  indeed,  all  the  h^irs  of  glory  have 
not  ordinarily  within  thepi,  and  fc^rce  any  at  all 
times  equally  clear.  Son^e  travel  on  in  a  covert 
cloudy  day,  and  get  hon^e  by  it ;  having  fo  much 
light  as  to  Hnow  their  way,  and  yet  do  not  at  all 
clearly  fee  the  bright  aind  full  fun-Ihine  of  affurance; 
others  have  it  breaking  forth  at  fome  times,  and  anon 
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under  a  cloud,  and  fome  more  conflantly.  But  aa 
all  meet  in  the  end,  fo  all  agree  in  this  in  the  begin<» 
ning,  that  is,  the  reality  of  the  thing ;  they  are  made 
unalterably  fure  heirs  of  it,  in  their  efFedual  calling. 

And  by  this  the  Apoilie  advances  his  petition  for 
their  fupport^  and  eftablifhment,  and  advancement,  in 
the  way  of  grace.  The  way  of  our  calling  to  fo 
faigh  and  happy  an  eftate,  did  we  apply  our  thoughts 
more  to  it,  would  work  on  us,  and  perfuade  us  to  a 
more  fuitable  temper  of  mind,  and  courfe  of  life  ; 
would  give  us  more  noble  fublime  thoughts  and  ways 
above  the  world  ;  and  the  (Ironger  were  our  perfua- 
lion  of  it,  the  more  ftrongly  {hould  we  be  thus  pcr- 
fuaded  by  it.  And  as  it  would  thus  prevail  with  us, 
fo  might  we  ufe  it  to  prevail  with  God  for  all  need* 
ful  grace. 

All  you  that  hear  the  gofpel,  are  in  the  general 
called  to  this  glory^  It  is  told  you  where  and  how 
^ou  may  lay  hold  on  it.  You  are  told,  that  if  you 
will  let  go  your  fins  and  embrace  Jefus  Chrift,  this 
glory  fhall  be  yours.  It  is  his  purchafe,  and  the 
righf  of  it  lies  in  him,  and  not  elfewhere ;  and  right 
to  him  is  the  receiving  him  for  a  Saviour,  and  at  the 
fame  time  for  Lord  and  King  ;  to  become  his  fub- 
jedls,  and  fo  be  made  kings.  This  is  our  meflage  to 
you;  but  you  will  not  receive  it.  You  give  it  a  bear- 
ing, it  may  be,  but  do  not  indeed  hearken  to  the  mo- 
tion :  And  this  muft,  of  neceiElity,  proceed  from  un- 
belief. Were  you  indeed  perfuaded,  that  in  coming 
linto  Chrift,  you  were  prefently  not  only  fet  free 
from  a  fentence  of  death,  which  is  ftill  ftanding  over 
your  h^ad  while  you  are  out  of  him,  but  withal  en- 
^titled  to  a  crown,  made^heirs  of  a  kingdom,  an  eter- 
nal kingdom,  I  fay,  if  this  were  believed,  were  it  pof- 
iible  to  flight  him  as  the  moft  do,  and  turn  back  the 
bargain,  "and  beftow  their  money  elfewhere  upon 
trifles  of  no  value,  childrens  commodities,  rattles,  and 
painted  toys  ?  Such  are  your  greateft  projedls,  were  it 
even  for  earthly  kingdoms,  in  refped  of  Chrift^  and 
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this  glory  provided  in  him.  What  a  wonder  is  it, 
that  where  this  happineCi  is  daily  proclaimed,  and 
you  are  not  only  informed  of  it,  but  entreated  to  re- 
ceive it,  where  it  is  not  only  offered  you,  but  prefled 
and  urged  upon  you,  and  you  fay,  you  believe  the 
matter;  yet  ftill  the  falfe  glory  and  other  vanities  of 
this  world  amufe  )iQd  entangle  you,  that  you  clofe 
iiot  with  this  rich  offer  of  eternal  glory  I 

But  where  any  do  clofe  with  it,  it  is  indeed  by  a 
call  that  goes  deep^er  than  the  ear ;  a  word  fpoken 
home  to  within,  a  touch  of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon 
the  heart,  which  hath  a  magnetic  virtue  to  draw  it, 
fo  that  it  cannot  choofe  but  follow  ;  and  yet  choofes 
it  nloft  freely  and  fweetly  :  Doth  moft  gladly  open 
to  let  in  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  fweet  government  upon 
his  own  terms,  takes  him  and  all  the  reproaches  and 
troubles  that  can  come  with  him.  And  well  it  may, 
feeing,  beyond  a  little  palling  trouble,  abiding  eternal 
glory. 

The  ftate,  to  which  a  Chriflian  is  called,  is  not  a 
poor  and  fad  cftate,  as  the  world  judges ;  it  is  to  no 
lefs  than  eternal  glory.  The  world  thinks  ftrang^  to 
fee  the.  believer  abridge  himfclf  in  the  delights  of 
fin,  their  common  purfuits  and  eager  grafpings  after 
gains  or  honours,  or  plcafures  of  fenfe  ;  ibut  they 
know  not  the  infinite  gain  that  he  hath  made,  in  that 
he  hath  exchanged  this  drofs  for  down-weight  of 
pure  gold.  The  world  fees  what  the  Chriftian  leaves, 
but  they  fee  not  what  he  comes  to;,  what  his  new 
purchafe  is,  in  another  place  ;  they  fee  what  he  fuf- 
fcrs,  but  not  what  he  expe(5ts,  and  (hall  attain  as  the 
endof  thefe  fufferings,  which  Ihall  (hortly  end.  But 
he  knowing  well  upon  what  conditions  all  thefe 
things  run,  may  well  fay,  *'  How  fmall  is  what  1  for- 
"  fake,  how  great  that  which  I  follow  after*.'* 

It  is  glory,  eternal  glory, ^i&fx  eternal  glory.  Glory ^ 
true  real  glory.  All  that  is  here  fp  named,  is  no 
;nore  but  a  name,  a  fliadow  of  glory,  cannot  endure 

f  _Non  magna  relin^uo,  magna  JeqttQr% 
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the  balance,  but  is  found  too  light :  As  was  faid  of  a 
great  Monarch,  Dan.  v.  and-  fa  many  principalities 
and  provinces  put  into  the  fcale  one  after  another,  ^^ 
ftili  added  no  weight ;  yea,  poflibly,  as  a  late  politic 
writer  wittily  obferves  of  a  certain  Monarch,  •*  Tpt 
*•  more  kingdoms  you  call  in,  the  fcale  is  ftill  the 
•*  lighter/'  Men  are  naturally  dcfirous  of  ^lory,  and 
gape  after  it;  but  they  are  naturally  ignorant  of  the 
true  nature  and  place  of  it ;  they  feek  it  where  it  is 
not,  and,  as  Solomon  fays  of  riches,  y^^  their  hearts  on 
that  which  is  not^  Prov.  xxiii.  5.  hath  no  fubfiftencc 
nor  reality.  But  the  glory  above  is  true  real  glory, 
and  bears  weight ;  and  fo  bears  aright  the  name  of 
glory,  which  in  the  Hebrew  [TliD]  fignifies  weight ; 
and  tbe  Apoftle's  expreffion  feems  to  allude  to  that 
fcnfe  i  fpeaking  of  this  fame  glory  to  come,  he  calls  it 
afar  more  excettent  weight  of  glory  ^  2  Cor.  iv.  17,  It 
iKreighs  down  all  labour  and  fufFirrin^s  in  the  way,  fo 
far,  that  they  are  not  once  worth  the  fpeaking  of  in 
refpeft  of  it.  It  is  the  hyperbole^  xaO*  imfj^^Xw  ng 
virtffioXn¥f  other  glory  is  overlpoke,  but  this  glory,  over 
glorious  to  be  duly  fpoke,  it  exceeds  and  rifes  above 
all  that  can  be  fpoke  of  it. 

Eternal.  Oh  !  that  adds  much  !  Men  would  have 
fome  more  reafon  fo  to  affedt  and  purfue  the  glory 
of  the  pre(cnt  world,  fuch  as  it  is,  if  it  were  lafting, 
if  it  flayed  With  them  when  they  have  caugbt  it,  and 
they  flayed  with  it  to  enjoy  it.  But  how  foon  da 
they  part  J  they  pafs  away,  and  the  glory  pafles  away^ 
both  as  fmoke,  as  a  vapour.  Our  life,  and  all  the 
poinp  and  magnificence  of  thofe  that  have  the  great- 
eft  outward  glory,  and  make  the  faireft  fhew,  it  is. 
but  a  ftiew,  a  pageant ^  voL^xyuj  which  goes  through 
the  ftreet,  and  is  feen  no  more.  But  this  hath  length 
of  days  with  it,  eternal  glory.  Oh  !  a  thought  of  that 
fwallows  up  all  the  grandeur  of  the  world,  and  the 
noife  of  reckoning  years  and  ages.  Had  one  man 
continued  from  the  creation  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
in  the  top  of  earthly  dignity  and  glory,  admired  by 
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all;  yet,  at  the  end,  everlafting  oblivion  being  the 
clofe^  what  nothing  were  it  to  eternal  glory  I  But, 
alas !  we  cannot  be  brought  to  believe,  and  deeply 
take  the  impreffion  of  eternity  ;  and  that  is  our  un- 
doing* 

^By  Jefus  Cbri/l.']  Your  portion  out  of  him  was 
eternal  ihame  and  mifery  ;  but  by  hira,  it  is  even  all 
glory.  And  this  hath  likcwife  an  evidence  of  the 
greatnefs  of  this  glory ;  it  can  be  no  fniall  eftate, 
which  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  was  let  out  to 
purchafe. 

His  glory.']  It  is  that  which  he  gives,  and  gives  a» 
his  choice  ot  all,  to  his  chofen,  his  children  :  And  if 
there  be  any  thing  here  that  hath  delight  or  worth 
in  the  things  which  he  gives  in  common  even  to  his 
enemies ;  if  there  be  fuch  a  world  arid  variety  of 
good  things  for  them  that  hate  him,  oh  !  how  excel- 
lent muft  thofe  things  be  he  hath  referved  for  his 
friends,  for  thofe  he  loves,  and  caufes  to  love  him  ! 

As  it  is  his  gift,  it  is  indeed  himfelf ;  the  behold- 
ing and  enjoying  of  himfelf.  This  we  cannot  now 
conceive.  But,  oh  !  that  blefled  day,  when  the  foul 
fhall  be  full  of  God,  fhall  be  fatisfied  and  raviihed 
with  full  vifion  !  ihould  we  not  admire  that  fuch  a 
condition  is  provided  for  man,  wretched  (inful  man  : 
Lord^  what  is  man^  that  thou  art  mindful  ef  bim,  and 
the  fon  of  man^  that  thou  vijitefl  himF  PfaL  viii.  3 ; 
"  and  is  it  provided  for  me,  as  wretched  as  any  that 
**  are  left,  and  fallen  Ihort  of  this  glory  I  a  bafe  worm 
*'  taken  out  of-  the  mire,  and  wafliied  in  the  blood  of 
**  Chrift,  and  within  a  while  fet  to  ihinc  in  glory 
"  without  fin  1**  Oh  !  the  wonder  of  this  I  how  ihould 
it  excite  us  to  praife,  when  we  think  of  fuch  an  one 
there,  who  will  bring  us  up  in  the  way  to  this  crown^ 
how  will  this  hope  fweeten  the  Ihort  fuflEerings  of 
this  life  !  and  death  itfelf,  which  is  otherwife  the  bit- 
tereft  in  itfelf,  is  moft  of  all  fweetenedby  this,  as  be- 
ing neareft  it,  and  fctting  us  into  it.  What  though 
thoa  art  poor,  difeafed,  and  defpifed  hcrcr   Oh  I  coa- 
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-  lider  what  is  thcre^  how  worthy  the  affedion^  wor- , 
thy  the  earneil  eye  and  fixed  look  of  an  heir  of  this 
glory !  What  can  he  either  defire  or  fear,  whofe 
hiSart  is  thus  deeply  fixed  ?  Who  would  refufe  this 
other  claufe^  io  fuffer  a  wbile^  a  ttttle  while,  any 
thing  outward,  or  inward,  he  thinks  fit  ?.  how  foon 
{hall  all  this  be  OTerpaft,  and  then  overpaid  in  the 
▼ery  entry,  at  the  beginning  of  this  glory  that  ftiall 
never  end ! 

Ver.  It.  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and 
everk    Amen. 

THEY  know  little, of  their  own  wants  and  empti- 
nefs,  that  are  not  much  in  prayer;  and  they 
know  little  of  the  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
that  are  not  much  in  praifes.  The  humble  Chriilian 
hath  a  heart  in  fome  meafure  framed  to  both.  He 
hath  within  him  the  bed  fchoolmafter,  that  teacl^es 
him  bow  to  pray,  and  how  to  praife,  and  makes  him 
delight  in  the  exercife  of  them  both. 

The  Apoftle  having  added  prayer  to  his  dodrine^ 
adds  here,  you  fee,  praife  to  his  prayer.  To  bim  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever. 

The  living  praifes  of  God  fpring  from  much  holy 
afifedion,  and  that  affection  fprings  from  a  divine 
light  in  the  underftanding.  So  fays  the  Ffaltniftf 
Sing  ye  praifes  with  under/landing,  or  you  (bat  have 
underjflandingf  Pfal.  xlvii.  7. 

It  is  a  fpiritual  knowledge  of  God  that  fets  the 
foul  in  tune  for  his  praifes  ;  and  therefore  the  moft 
can  bear  no  part  in  this  fong:  They  miftune  it 
quite,  through  their  ignorance  of  God,  and  unac- 
quaintance  with  him.  Praife  is  unfeemly  in  the 
mouth  of  fools  ;  they  fpoil  and  miftune  it. 

Obf.  J.  The  thing  afcribed.  2.  The  term  or  en- 
durance of  it.  I,  The  former  iS/Cxprefled  in  two 
words,  glory  and  power.  Glory,  whep  afcribed  to 
God,  imports  the  fhining  forth  of  his  dignity,  the 
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knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of  it  by  his  crea* 
turcs ;  that  his  excellency  may  be  confeffed  and 
praifedi  his  name  exalted,  that  fervice  and  homage 
may  be  done  to  him  ;  which  all  adds  nothing  to  him  j 
for  how  can  that  be  ?  But  as  it  is  the  duty  of  fuch 
creatures  as  he  hath  fitted  for  it,  to  render  praife  to 
him,  fo  it  is  their  happinefs.  All  the  creatures,  in- 
deed, declare  and  fpeak  his  glory ;  the  heavens  found 
it  forth,  atid  the  earth  and  fea  refound  and  echo  it 
back.  But  his  reafonable  creatures  hath  he  peculiar-^ 
ly  framed^  both  to  take  notice  of  glory  in  all  the  reft^ 
and  to  return  it  firom  and  for  all  the  teft,  in  a  more 
exprefs  and  lively  way. 

And  in  this  lower  wortd,  it  is  man  alone  that  is 
made  capable  of  obferving  the  glory  of  God,  and 
offering  him  praifes*  He  expreffes  it  well,  that  calU 
man  the  worlcTs  bigb  prit^  ;  all  the  creatures  bring 
their  oblations  of  praife  to  hitoj  to  offer  up  for  them 
and  for  himfclF,  for  whofe  ufc  and  comfort  they  are 
made.  The  light  and  motion  of  the  heavens,  and 
all  the  variety  of  creatures  below  them^  fpeak  this  to 
man :  "  He  that  made  us  and  you,  and  made  us  for 
"  you,  is  great  and  wife,  and  worthy  to  be  praifed ; 
•*  and  you  are  better  able  to  fay  this  than  we ; 
"  therefore  praife  hiiti  on  our  behalf  and  your  own^ 
"  Oh  !  he  is  great  and  mighty,  he  is  the  Lord  our 
<*  Maker.'* 

Power  is  alfo  afcribed  to  God,  which  here  ei- 
preffes  not  only  ability,  but  authority  and  royal  fo- 
Vereignty  \  that  as  he  can  do  all  things,  he  rules  and 
governs  all  things,  is  King  of  all  the  world,  Lord 
Paramount;  fo  that  all  hold  their  crowni  of  him,  and 
the  Jbields  of  the  earth  belong  unto  Ood,  be  is  greatly 
to  be  exalted^  Pfal.  xlvii.  9. ;  difpofefh  of  ftates  and 
kingdoms  al  his  pleafure,  eftablifheth  or  changeth^ 
turns  and  bverturns,  as  iecms  him  good,  and  hath 
not  only  might,  but  right  to  do  fo.  He  is  the  Mojl 
Higbj  ruling  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  children  of  men, 
aitd giving  t^m  to  nvhtmfoever  he  will^  Dan*  iv.  32. 

'-  and 
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and  feldom  fails  to  poiir  contempt  upoq  princes  when 
they  contemn  his  power. 

2.  The  term  or  endurance  of  this  glory,  is  alfo 
worthy  of  our  remark, /or  ev^r.  Even  in  the  (hprt 
life  of  man,  men  that  are  raifed  very  high  in  place 
and  popular  efteem,  may,  and  often  do,  outlive  their 
own  glory  \  but  the  glory  of  God  lafteth  as  long  as 
himfelfi  for  he  is  unchangeable,  his  throne  is  for  ever^ 
wd  his  wrath  for  ever,  and  bis  mercy  for  ev^r  ;  and 
therefore  his  glory  for  ever. 

RefteBion  i.  Is  it  not  to  be  lamented,  that  he  is  fo 
little  glorified  and  praifed  ?  that  the  earth  being  Jo 
full  of  his  goodnefsy  is  fo  empty  of  his  praife  froni 
them  that  enjoy  and  live  upon  it  ? 

How  far  are  the  greateft  part  from  making  this 
their  great  work,  to  exalt  God,  and  afcribc  power 
and  glory  to  his  name  ?  io  far,  that  all  their  ways  are 
his  difhonour  \  they  feek  to  advance  and  raife  themr* 
felves,  to  fcrve  their  own  lulls  and  plcafures,  while 
they  are  altogether  mindlefe  of  bis  glory  !  yea,  the 
Apoftle's  complaint  holds  good  againft  us  all,  we  are 
Jeeking  our  own  things^  and  none  the  things  of  the  Lord 
Jejus  Chrijlj  Phil-  ii.  21.  It  is  true,  fome  there  are, 
but  as  his  meaning  is,  they  are  fo  few;  that  they  are, 
as  it  were,  drowned  and  fmothered  in  the .  crowd  of 
felf-feekers,  fo  that  they  appear  not.  After  all  th0 
judgments  of  God  upon  us,  how  doth  ilill  luxury  and 
excels,  uncleannefs,  and  all  kind  of  profanenefs,  out- 
4are  the  very  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  rule  of  ho- 
linefs  fhining  in  it  I  fgarce  any  thing  is  ^  matter  of 
common  (hame  ^nd  fcorn,  but  the  power  qfgodlinefs^ 
turning  indeed  our  true  glory  intojharhe^,  and  glorying 
in  that  which  is  indeed  our  Jbame:  yet  holjnefs  is 
not  only  our  trueft  glory,  but  that  whereiij  the  ever 
glorious  God  doth  efpecially  glory,  and  hath  made 
Icnown  himfelf  particularly  by  that  name,  The  holy 
God.  And  the  exprefs  ftyle  of  his  glorious  praifes 
uttered  hy  feraphims^  Ifa.  vi.  3.  is,  Holy^  boly^  holy  is 
ffye  IfOrd  ofBoJis,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory. 

In(lea4 
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Inftead  of  fatidiifying  and  glorifying  this  holy  name, 
how  doth  the  language  of  hel),  oaths  and  curfes, 
abound  in  our  flreets  and  houfes  !  How  is  that  blef- 
fed  name,  that  angels  are  bleffingand  praiftngy  abufed 
by  bafc  worms  !  Again,  notwithftanding  all  the  mer- 
cies multiplied  upon  us  in  this  land,  where  are  our 
pralfes,  our  Jongs  of  deliverance^  our  afcribing  glory 
and  power  to  our  God,  who  hath  prevented  us  with 
loving  kindnefs,  and  tender  mercies ;  hath  removed 
the  ftrokes  of  his  hand,  and  made  cities  and  villages 
populous  again,  that  were  left  defolate  without  inhabit 
fants  f 

Oh  !  why  do  we  not  ftir  up  our  hearts,  and  one 
another,  to  extol  the  name  of  our  God,  and  fay,  Give 
unto  the  Lord  glory  andjlrength  ;  give  unto  the  Lord 
the  glory  due  unto  his  name^  Pfal.  xxix.  i,  2.  Have 
we  not  feen  the  pride  and  glory  of  all  flefh  ftained 
and  abafed  !  Were  there  ever  affairs  and  times  that 
more  difcovered  the  folly  and  weaknefs  of  men,  and 
the  wifdora  and  power  of  God  !  Oh  !  that  our  hearts 
were  fet  to  magnify  hi m,^ according  to  that  word,  fo 
often  repeated  in  Pfal.  cvii.  Oh  /  that  men  would 
praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs^  and  his  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men. 

Reflexion  2.  But  what  wonder  is  it  that  the  Lord 
lofes  the  revenue  of  his  praifes  at  the  hands  of  the 
common  ungodly  world,  when  even  his  own  people 
fall  fo  far  behind  in  it,  as  ulually  they  do  !  The  dead 
cannot  praife  him^  Pfal.  cxv.  17.  But  that  they  whom? 
he  hath  quickened  by  his  Spirit,  fhould  yet  be  fo 
furprifed  with  deadnefs  and  dulncfs  as  to  this  exercife 
of  exalting  God  ;  this  is  very  ft  range.  For  help  of 
this,  take  the  three  following  diredions. 

DireSl.  I.  We  Ihpuld  fcek  after  a  fit  temper,  and 
laoour  to  have  our  hearts  brought  to  a  due  difpoiition 
for  his  praifes.  And  in  this  view  :  i.  See  that  they 
be  fpiritual.  All  fpiritual  feryices  require  that,  but 
this  moil^  as  being  indeed  the  moft  fpiritual  of  all. 
Afie^ions  to  the  things  of  this  earth  draw  down  the 
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foul,  and  make  it  fo  low  fet,  that  it  cannot  rife  to 
the  height  of  a  fong  of  praife  :  And  thus,  if  we  ob- 
fcrved  ourfelves,  w6  fiiould  find,  that  when  we  let 
our  hearts  fall,  and  entangle  themfelves  in  any  infc'- 
rior  defires  and  delights,  as  they  are  unfitted  generally 
for  holy  things,  fo,  efpecially,  for  the  praifes  of  our 
lioly  God.  Creature-loves  abafe  the  foul,*  and  turn 
it  to  earth,  and  praife  is  altogether  heavenly.  2.  Seek 
a  heart  purified  from  felf-love,  and  pofleffed  with  the 
love  of  God.  The  heart  which  is  ruled  by  its  own 
intereft,  is  fcarce  ever  content^  ftill  fubjedl  to  new 
difquiet.  Self  is  a  vexing  thing,  for  all  things  do 
not  readily  fuit  our  humours  and  wills;  and  the  leaft' 
touch  that  is  wrong  to  a  felfilh  mind  diftempers  it, 
and  difrelifhes  all  the  good  things  about  it.  A 
childifh  condition  it  is,  if  crofled  but  in  a  toy,  to 
throw  away  all.  Whence  are  our  frequent  frettings 
and  grumblings,  and  why  is  it  that  we  can  drown  a 
hundred  high  favours  in  one  little  difpleafure;  fo 
that  ftill  our  finger  is  upon  that  firing  ;  and  there  is 
more  malcontent  and  repining  for  one  little  crofs^ 
than  praifes  for  all  the  mercies  we  have  received  ? 
Is  not  this  evidently  the  felf-love  that  abounds  in  us  ? 
Whereas,  were  the  love  of  God  predominant  in  us, 
we  fliould  love  his  doings  and  difpofals,  and  blefs  his 
name  in  all :  Whatfoever  were  his  will,  would,  in 
that  view, "be  amiable  and  fweet  to  us,  however  in  it- 
felf  harfti  and  unpleafarit.  Thus  would  we  fay  in 
all,  *•  This  is  the  will  and  the  hand  of  my  Father, 
"  whcf  doth  all  wifely  and  well;  blefled  be  his 
'*  name." 

The  foul  thus  framed  would  praife  in  the  deeps  of 
^roubles  ;  not  only  in  outward  affliftions,  but  in  the 
faddeft  inward  condition,  would  be  ftill  extolling 
God,  and  faying,  •*  However  he  deal  with  me,  he  is 
«*  wortl^y  to  be  loved  and  praifed.  He  is  great  and 
^'  holy,  he  is  good  and  gracious ;  and  whatfoevet  be 
**  his  way  and  thoughts  towards  me,  I  wifti  him 
f<  glory^     If  he  will  be  plegfed  to  give  me  light  and 

"  refrefhm^nt. 
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•*  refreftiment,  Uefled  be  he;  and  if  he  will  have 
*'  pie  to  be  in  darknefs. again,  blefled  be  he,  glory  to 
^  his  name  !  yea,  what  though  he  fhould  utterly  vt^ 
♦*  ied  me»  is  he  not  for  that  to  be  accounted  infinite- 
**  ly  merciful  in  the  faving  of  others?  muft  he  ceafe 
♦*  to  be  praife- worthy  for  my  fake  ?  If  be  cpndemu, 
**  yet  he  ist  to  be  pratfed,  being  merciful  to  fo  many 
^^  others  ;  yea,  even  in  To  dealing  with  me,  he  ista 
*'  be  praifed,  for  in  that  he  is  juft/* 

Thus  would  pure  love  r^afon  for  hira^  and  render 
praife  to  him  ;  but  our  ordinary  wdj  is  moil  unto- 
ward and  unbefeeming  his  creatures,  the  bed  qf  theoi, 
much  more  fuch  worms  as  we  are  ;  that  things  mvt^ 
rather  be  to  pur  mind  than  bis  ;  and  we  muft  either 
Have  all  our  will,  or  elfe,  for  our  part,  he  fliall  bav^ 
none  of  his  praifes. 

3*  Labour  for  that  which,  on  thefi?  two,  will  followj^ 
vl  fixed  heart.  If  it  be  refined  from  creature-love  and 
felf-love,  fpirituali^  and  love  of  God  will  fix  it^  and 
then  ihall  it  be  fit  to  praife^  which  an  unliable  un^- 
compofed  heart  can  never  be,  any  more  than  an  in^ 
ilrument  can  be  harmonious  and  fit  to  play  on,  that 
hath  loofe  pins,  dill  flipping  and  letting  down  the 
firings,  pins  that  never  fallen.  And  thus  are  thq 
XTioil ;  they  cannot  fi^  to  diviqe  thoughts,  to  confider 
God,  to  behold  and  admire  his  excellency  and  good« 
nefs,  and  his  free  love.  Oh  !  that  happy  word  of 
David,  worthy  to  be  twice  repeated,  when  fball  we 
fay  it  ?  0  Gorf,  viy  heart  is  fixed  \  well  might  he  add, 
I  willfing  and  give  praife^  Pfal.  Ivii.  7,  Oh  I  that  we 
would  pray  much  that  he  would  fix  our  l^earts  ;  and 
then  he  having  fixed  them,  we  would  praife  him 
inuch. 

DireSl.  II,  If  any  due  difpofition  be  once  attained 
for  praife^  then  mull  the  heart,  fo  difpofed,  be  fet  tQ 
jfludy  the  matter  of  praifes. 

And  that,  i.  The  infinite  excellency  of  God  in 
Jiimfelf;  which  though  we  know  little  of,  yet  this 
^e  l^now,  and  ft^oul4  pon^der  it,  that  ^t  is  far  beyond 
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what  all  the  creatures  aftd  all  his  Works  are  able  to 
teftify  of  him  ;  that  he  tranfcends  all  we  can  fpeak^ 
or  hear,  or  know  of  him.     2.  Look  on  him  in  his 
works.    Can  we  behold  the  vaft  heavens  abov^,  of 
the  firm  earth  beneath  us^  or  all  the  variety  of  his 
Works  in  both,  without  holy  wonder  ftirred  in  us^ 
and  that  ftirring  us  up  to  ling  praifes  ?  Oh !  his  great*^ 
nefsi  and  mighty  and  wifdom  Ihining  in  tbefe,  Lord^ 
bow  manifold  are  thy  works,  in  wifdom  bafl  tbou  made 
ibem  allf  Pfal.  civ.  24.    But  above  all,  that  work,  that 
'marvel  df'his  works,  the  fending  of  his  Son  forth  of 
his  bofom.     This  is  the  myftery  which  the  Apoftles 
do  fo  much  msignify  in  their  writings,  this  is  th^  chief 
incentive  whereby  our  Apoftle  was  induced  to  clofe 
this  epiftle  with  praife,  afcribing  glory  to  him.    This 
praife    looks  particularly  back  to  the  ftyle  in  th<^ 
prayer,  Tbe  God  of  all  grace^  who  hatb  called  us  to  his 
eternal  glory  ^y  Jefus  Cbrijli     So  many  other  mercies 
are  not  to  b^  forgotten,  but  chiefly  is  he  to  ht  praifed 
for  that  choice  of  mercies,  to  his  glory^  wbo   batb 
called  us  to  bis  glory.     Then  look  through  the  work, 
of  faving  his  chofen,  fo  redeemed  by  the  blood  of! 
his  Son,  his  maintaining  his  own  work  in  them,  a* 
gainft  all  furtounding  enemies  and  oppolitions  ;  the, 
advancing  ft  in  the  mid  ft  of  them,  and  even  by  thbfe' 
oppofitionsj  and  bringing  them  fafe  to  glory ;  that 
perfe^ing  and  eflabli/bment^  as  in  the  foregoing  words  ; 
it  is  that  which  fo  afFeds  the  Apoftle  in  the  very  en-* 
try  of  this  epiftle^  that  there  he  muft  break  forth  into 
praife,  chap.  i.  ver.  3.  Blejfed  be  tbe  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrijt^  wbo^  according  to  his  abun^ 
dant  mercy^  batb  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  bope^ 
by  tbe  re  fur  region  of  Jefus  Cbrifl  from  tbe  dead.     He 
begins  there  in  praife,  and  here  ends  in  it,  and  fo  in- 
ctofes  all  within  that  divine  circle.    And  as  we  fbould 
confider  thefe  things  in  general,  fo  (hould  we  alfo  re- 
fledl  on  his  particular  dealing  with  us;   his  good 
providence  in  fpi rituals  and  temporals.     Would  we 
£:arch,  oh  I  what  a  fureharge  of  innumerable  mercies 

ihould 
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ihould  each  of  us  find  !  and*  were  we  better  acquaint^ 
ed  with  the  holy  fcriptures,  had  we  more  our  delight 
in  them,  they  would  acquaint  us  better  with  all  thefe 
things,  and  give  us  light  to  fee  them,  and  warm  our 
hearts,  and  excite  them  to  His  praifes,  who  is  the  God 
of  all  our  mercies. 

DireSl^  IIL  The  heart  being  fomewhat  difpofed  to 
praife,  and  then  ftudying  the  matter  of  it,  fliould  be 
applied  adually  to  render  praife;  and  in  order  to 
this  we  mufl  be  careful,  i.  To  aim  at  God  in  all, 
which  is  continued  praife,  to  eye  his  glory  in  every 
thing,  and  chiefly  to  defire  that  as  the  great  end  of 
all^  that  his  name  may  be  exalted.  This  is  tbe  ex^ 
celknt  way  indeed  ;  whereas  moft  are  either  wholly 
for  their  felf-ends,  or  often  fquinting  out  to  them. 
That  foul  is  moft  noble  that  fingly  and  fixedly  aims 
at  exalting  God,  and  feeks  this  ftamp  on  all  it  fpeaks 
and  does,  and  defires  ;  all  to  the  greater  glory  of  taj 
God.  *i.  To  abound  in  the  exprefs  and  folemn  re- 
turn of  praife  this  way.  To  bim  be  glory ^  not  a  cu- 
ftomary  dead  faying  of  it  over,  as  is  ufual  with  us, 
but  the  heart  offering  it  up.  What  is  fo  pure  and 
high  as  this  exercife,  the  praifes  of  the  ever  glorious 
Deity?  What  is  heaven  but  thefe?  and  were  it  not 
beil,  as  we  can,  to  begin  it  here,  and  long  to  be  there, 
where  it  Ihall  never  end  ?  To  bim  be  glory  and  domi- 
nionfor  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


Ver. 
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Ver.  12.  By  SyhmriuSj  a  faithful  brother  unipyou,  (as 
'    Ifupptife\  I  have  written  briefly^  exhorting^  and  teJiU 

fying  that  this  is  the  true^  grace  of  God  wherein  ye 

fiand. 
I3,  Hhe  Church  that  is  at  Babylon^  eleSked  together  with 

you,  faluteth  you;  andfo  doth  Marcus  myfon. 
tJ^  Greet  ye  one  another  with  a  kifs  of  charity.    Peace 

be  with  you  all  that  are  in  Chri/i  Jefus,  ,  Amen. 

THIS  is  a  kind  of  poilfcript,  and  contains  its  te- 
ftimony  of  the  bearer,  and  the  Apoftolic  form 
of  fainting.  Withal,  he  exprefles  the  meafure  of  his 
v^riting,  that  it  was  brief  and  the  end  of  it,  that  it 
was  to  tejlify  the  true  grace  of  God*  And  this  is,  in- 
deed, the  end  of  our  preaching  \  and  we  ought  each 
to  feek  it  by  the  word,  and  by  mutual  exhortations ; 
and  fometimes  a  few  words  may  avail  much  to  this 
purpofe,  to  our  hearty  eftablifhment  in  the  faith ; 
and  not  only  are  we  to  believe,  but  to  remember  that 
we  have  the  bed  of  it ;  that  there  is  truth  in  our 
hopes,  and  they  (hall  not  deceive  us.  They  are  no 
fancy,  as  the  world  thinks,  but  the  true  grace  of  God  ; 
yea,  when  all  things  elfe  {hall  vanifh,  their  truth  ihall 
moft  appear  in  their  full  accompli (bment. 

The  entertainment  and  increafe  of  Chriflian'love, 
of  due  efteem  of  one  another,  and  afTedlion  one  to 
another,  is  no  matter  of  empty  compliment,  but  is 
the  very  ftamp  and  badge  of  Jefus  Chrift  upon  his 
followers :  It  is,  therefore,  moll  carefully  to  be  pre- 
ferved  entire,  and  unhappy  are  they  that  do  by  any 
means  willingly  break  it.  Oh  !  let  us  beware  of  do- 
ing fo,  and  follow  peace,  even  when  it  feems  to  fly 
from  us. 

This  peace  that  is  the  portion  of  thofc  in  Chrift, 
is  indeed  within  them,  aind  with  God  ;  but  through 
Him  it  is  like  wife  one  with  another^  and  in  that  no- 
tion to  be  deiired  and  wifhed  jointly  with  the  other. 

Vol.  ir,  Yy  They 
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They  that  are  in  Chrift  are  the  only  children  and 
heirs  of  trae  fieace.  Others  may  dream  of  it,  and 
have  a  falfe  peace  for  a  time,  and  wicked  men  may 
wiih  it  to  themfelves  and  one  another ;  but  it  is  a  moft 
vain  and  infignificant  hope :  But  to  wi(h  it  to  them 
that  are  in  Chrift,  hath  good  ground ;  for  all  folid 
peace  is  founded  in  him,  and  flows  from  him.  Now 
the  peace  of  God^  wbicb  paffetb  aU  under/landings  keep 
ywr  hearts  and  minds  through  Jejus  Chrifi.    Amen. 


£ND  OF  TH£  COMMENTARY  ON  FIRST  PETER. 


EX- 
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PSALM     XXXIX. 


L  E  C  T  U  R  E    L 

Vcn  1.  Ifaidlwiti  take  beed  iotnyways^  that  I  Jin 
not  with  my  tongue  :  I  will  keep  my  moutb  with  a 
bridle^  wbik  tbe  wicked  is  before  me. 

CERTAINLY  it  is  an  high  dignitj  thkt  is  confer- 
red upon  nian,  that  he  may  as  freely  and  fre^ 
quently  as  he  will,  con verfe  with  Him  that  made  him, 
the  great  King  ;of  Heaven  and  earth.  It  is  indeed 
a  wonder  that  God  (hould  honour  poor  creatures  fo 
much  ;  but  it  is  no  le&  ftrange  that  men  having  fo 
great  privileges,  the  moft  part  of  them  do  ufe  them 
io  little.  Sddom  do  we  come  to  him  in  times  of 
cafe.  And  when  we  are  fpurred  to  it  by  afflictions 
and  pains,  commonly  we  try  all  other  means  rather 
than  this,  that  is  the  alone  true  and  unfailing  com- 
fort. But  fuch  as  have  learned  this  way  of  laying 
their  pained  head  and  heart  in  his  bofom,  they  are 
truly  happy,  though  in  the  world's  language  they  be 
never  fo  miferable. 

This  is  the  recourfe  of  this  holy  man  in  the  time 
of  his  afflidion,  whatever  it  was,  prayer  and  tears, 
bemoaning  himlelf  before  his  God  and  Father,  and 
that  the  more  fervently,  in  that  he  finds  his  fpeaking 
%o  men  fo  unprofitable;  and  ther^ore  he  refrains 
JErom  it. 

The 
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The  Pfalm  cbnfifts  of  two  parts ;  his  filence  to 
men,  and  his  fpeech  to  God  ;  and  both  of  them  are 
fet  with  fuch  fweet  notes  of  roufic,  though  they  be 
fad,  that  they  deferve  well  to  be  committed  to  the 
Chief  Mujician. 

Ifaid^  I  will  take  bccd  to  my  wayiJ]  It  was  to  him- 
felf  that  he  faid  it ;.  and  it  is  impoffible  for  any  other 
to  prove  a  good  or  a  wife  man,  without  much  of  this 
kind  of  fpeech  to  himfelf.  It  is  one  of  the  moll  ex- 
cdlent  and  diftingnifhing  faculties  of  a  reafonable 
creature,  much  beyond  vocal  fpeech^  for  in  that  fome 
birds  may  imitate  us;  but  neither- bird  ndr  beaft 
have  any  thing  of  this  kind  of  language^  of  refieding 
or  difcourfing  with  itfelf.  It  is  a  wondevfol  bn^ 
tality  in  the  greateft  part  of  meo„  who  are  fo  little 
converfant  in  this  kind  of.  fpeech;  being  framed  and 
difpofed  for  it,  and  which  is  not  only  of  itielf  excel- 
lepf,  but  of  continual  ufe  and  advantage;  but  it  Ifi 
u  common  evil  among  men,  to  go  abrosHl,  and  out  ev 
tbemfelves,  which  is  a  madsefs  and-  a  inie  diftrac^ 
tioo*  It  is  true  a  man  hath  need  of  a  well  &t  mind, 
when  he  fpeaks  to  himfelf ;  lor  othetwife  be  may 
be  worie  company  to  himfelf  than  if  he  were  with 
others  ;  but  he  ought  to  endeavour  to  have  a  better 
with  bim»  to  call  in  God  to  bis  heart  to  dwell  with 
him.  If  thus  we  did,  we  flteuld  find  how  fweet  tb|s 
were  to  fpeak  to  durfelves^  by  now  and  then  inter* 
mixing  our  fpeech  with  difcoories  unto  God.  For 
want  of  this,  the  moft  part  not  only  lofe  their  time 
in  vanity,  in  their  cooTerfe  abroad  with  others,  but 
do  carry  in  heaps  of  that  vanity  t&  the  ftock  which 
]s  in  their  own  hearts^  and  do  convei ie  with  that  in 
fecret,  which  is  the  greateft  and  the  deepeft  folly  in 
the  world. 

Other  folitary  employments^  as  reading  the  diC- 
pntes  and  controTerfies  that  are  amoi^  me%  are 
things  not  m^ufefid^  yet  aU  turns  to  wafte,^  if  we 
read  not  our  own  heart,  and  ftudy  that :  This  is  the 
ftudy  of  every  holy  man,  and  between  this  and  the 

CQnfideralki)i( 


;     Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TERf  !•]  ^     ON  PSALM  XXXIX.  359 

confideration  of  God,  he  fpends  his  hours  and  en-' 
deavours.  Some  have  recommended  the  reading  of 
men  more  than  books :  But  what  is  in  the  one,  or 
both  of  them,  gr  all  the  world  befide,  without  this? 
a  man  ihall  find  himfelf  out  of  his  proper  bufinefs, 
if  he  acquaint  not  himfelf  with  this,  to  fpeak  much 
with  God  and  with  himfelf,  concerning  the  ordering 
of  his  own  ways. 

It  is  true,  it  is  neceffary  for  feme  men,  in  forae 
particular  charges  and  ftations,  to  regard  the  ways 
of  others;  and  beiides,  fomething  alfo  there  maybe 
of  a  wife  obferving  others,  to  improve  the  good  and 
evil  we  fee  in  them,  to  our  own  advantage,  and  betr 
tering  our  own  ways,  looking  on  them  to  make  the 
reperculfion  the  flronger  on  ourfelves :  but  except 
it  be  out  of  charity  and  wifdom,  it  flows  either  from 
uncharitable  malice,  or  elfe  a  curious  and  vain  fpirit, 
to  look  much  and  narrowly  into  the  ways  of  others, 
and  to  know  the  manner  of  living  of  perfons  abouiP 
iis,  and  fo  to  know  every  thing  but  ourfelves ;  like 
travellers,  that  are  well  feen  in  foreign  and  remote 
parts,  but  ftrangers  in  the  aflfairs  of  their  own  coun« 
try  at  home.  The  check  that  Ghrift  gave  to  Peter 
is  due  to  fuch.  What  is  (bat  to  tbee  ?  folUw  tbou  me^ 
John  xxi.  22.  **  Look  thou  to  thine  own  feet,  that 
•*  they  be  fet  in  the  right  way.'*  It  is  a  ftrange 
thing  that  men  (hould  lay  out  their  diligence  abroad 
to  their  lofs,  when  their  pains  might  be  beftowed  to 
their  advantage  nearer  at  hand,  at  hom^  within' 
themfelves. 

This  that  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks  here  of,  taking  beed 
to  bis  ways^  as  it  imports  his  prcfent  diligence,  fo 
alfo  it  hath  in  it  a  refleAion  on  his  ways  paft,  and 
thefe  two  do  mutually  aflSft  one  another ;  for  he 
{hall  never  regulate  his  ways  before  him,  that  has 
not  wifely  confidered  his  ways  paft ;  for  there  is  wif- 
dom  gathered  from  the  obfervation  of  what  is  gone 
to  the  chooling  where  to  walk  in  time  to  come,  to  fee 
where  he  is  weakeft,  and  lies  expofed  to  the  greateil 

hazard, 
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hazard,  and  there  to  guard.  Thus  David  exprefies 
it  in  another  Pfalm,  /  tbougbt  on  my  ways^  and  turned 
my  feet  unto  tby  teJUmonies^  Pfal.  cxix.  59,  And  thi« 
would  not  be  done  only  in  the  great  change  of  one^s 
iirft  converfion  from  fin,  but  this  double  obfervance 
fiill  continued  every  day,  looking  to  his  rule,  and 
laying  that  rule  to  his  way,  and  obferving  where  the 
balk  and  nonconformity  to  the  rule  is,  and  renewing 
his  repentance  for  that,  and  amending  it  the  next 
day,  that  ftill  the  prefent  day  may  be  the  better  for 
yefterday's  error. 

And  furely  there  is  much  need  of  this,  if  we  confi- 
der  how  we  are  encompafled  about  with  hazards  and 
fnares,  and  a  variety  of  temptations,  and  how  lit- 
tle we  have,  either  of  ftrength  to  overcome,  or  wit 
dom  to  avoid  them,  efpecially  they  being  fecretly 
fet  and  unfeen  (which  makes  them  the  more  dan- 
gerous) every  where  in  the  way  in  which  we  muft 
Valk,  and  even  in  thofe  ways  where  we  lead  think. 
Every  where  does  the  enemy  of  our  fouls  lay  traps 
and  fnares  for  us ;  in  pur  table,  in  our  bed,  in  our 
company,  and  alone.  If  the  heart  be  earthly  and 
carnal,  there  is  the  fnare  of  riches  and  gains,  or  plea- 
fures,  prefent,  to  think  upon  ;  and  if  they  delight  in 
fpiritual  things,  that  walk  is  not  ex^einpted  neither ; 
there  are  fnares  of  doubtings,  prefumption  and  pride ; 
and  in  converfe  of  one  Chriftian  with  another^  where 
fpiritual  affedion  hath  been  ftirred,  it  turns  often 
to  carnal  pailions,  as  the  Apoftle  fays  of  the  Gala- 
tians,  They  begin  in  the  Spirit^  and  end  in  tbejiejh^ 
Gal.  \\\.  3. 

Thi^  obferving  and  watching,  as  it  is  needful,  io 
it  is  a  very  delightful  thing,  though  it  will  be  hard 
and  painful  to  the  unexperienced,  to  have  a  man^s 
adions  and  words  continually  curbed  :  fo  that  he 
cannot  fpeak  or  do  what  he  would :  Tbefe  are  fet- 
ters and  bonds,  yet  to  thofe  that  know  it,  it  is  a  plea^ 
fure  to  gain  experience,  and  to  be  more  ikilled  in 
preventing  the  furprifes  of  our  enemies,  and  nipon 

that 
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tfakt  to  have  fomething  added  to' our  own  art,  afid  to 
b^  more  able  to  refill  upon  new  occafion.s,  ^nd  to 
find  ourfelve^  every  day  outftripping  oujrfelves ;  that 
is  the  fweet^ft  life  in  the  world  ;  the  foul  to  be  dref- 
fing  itfelf  for  the  efpoufals  of  the  Great  King,  putting 
on  more  of  the  ornamenl;^  and  beauties  of  holinefs  j 
that  is  our  glory,  to  be  made  conformable  to  the  ifnage 
of  God  and  of^  Jefus  Chrijl.     If  an  image  had  fenfe, 
it  would  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  to  look  on  the 
original  whence  it  received   its  name,  and  to  become 
more  and  more  like  it :  So  it  is  the  pleafure  of  re- 
newed fouls  to  be  looking  on  him,  and  fo  growing 
daily  n]ore  like  him,   wbofe  living  image  they  are, 
and  to  be  fitting  themlefves  for  that  day  of  glory^ 
where ip  they  (h^U  be  like  him  in  the  pferfedlion  they 
are  capable  of :  And  this  makes  death   more  pleafant 
than  life  to  the  believer  ;  that  which  feems  fo  bitter 
to  the  moft  of  men,  is  fweetened  to  them  moft  won- 
derfully :  The  continual  obfervance  of  a  man  V  ways, 
keeping  a  watch  continually  over  them  j  this  cafts 
a  light  upon  the  dark  paffag^  of  death,  which  is  at 
the  end  of  that  walk,  and  conveys  him  through  to 
the  fulnefs  of  life  :  So  that  man   who  obferves  him- 
felf  and  his  Ways  through  his  lif^,  hath  little  to  do 
in  examining  them  when  he  comes  to  die.     That  is 
a  piece  of  ftrange  folly,  that  we  defer  the  whole,  or 
a  great  part  of  our  day's  work  to  the  twilight  of  the 
evening,  and  are  fo  cruel  to  ourfelves,  as  to  keep  the 
great  load  of  our  life,  for  a  few  hours  or  days,  and 
for  a  pained'fickly  body.     He  who  makes  it  his  daily 
work  to  obfeTve  his   ways,  is  not  aftonilhed  when 
that  day  comes,  which  long  before  vras  familiar  to 
him  every  day.  . 

That  I  Jin  not  with  my  tougueJ]  It  is  the  wife  man's 

advice,  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence^  or  above 

all  keeping,  and  he  gives  the  fatisfying  reafon  of  it, 

for  out  of  it  ar/e  the  ijffues  of  life^Vvov.  iv.  23.     Such 

as  the  fpring  is,  fo  will  the  ftreams  be  ;  the  heart  is  \ 

he  fpring  from' whence  all  the  natural  life  and  vital 

Vol.  II.  Z  z  fpirits 
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fpirits  flow  through  the  body,  and,  in  the  Scripture- 
fenfe,  it  is  the  fpring  of  all  our  actions  and  converfa- 
tion  ;  for  it  fends  out  emiflaries  through, all^  through 
the  eye,  handy  and  all  the  fenfes  and  organs  of  jttie 
body,  but  through  none  more  conftantly  and  abun- 
dantly than  the  tongue  :  and  therefore  Solomon,  af- 
ter thefe  words,  immediately  adds,  Put  away  from 
thee  afroward  mouthy  and  perverje  lips  put  far  from 
tbee.  The  great  current  of  the  heart  runs  in  that 
channel ;  for  it  is  the  organ  of  fbcieties„  and  is  com- 
monly employed  in  all  the  converfe  of  men  ;.  and  we 
can  ftill,  when  all  the  other  members  are  ufelefs,  ufe 
our  tongues  in  regretting  their  unfitnefs  for  theic 
offices ;  fo  fick  and  old  perfons  :  Thus  David  here^ 
as  it  feems  under  fome  bodily  iicknefs, labours  to  re- 
frain his  tongue  \  and,  left  it  fhould  prove  too  'ftrong. 
for  him^  he  puts  a  curb  upon  it ;  though  it  did  not: 
free  him  from  inward  frettings^of  his  heart,  yet  be- 
lays a  reQraint  upon  his  tongue,  to  ftay  the  progrefs 
of  fin,  that  grows  in  vigour  by  going  out,  and  pro-r 
duces  and  begets  fin  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  hearts 
and  mouths  of  others,  when  it  paffes  from  the  heart 
to  the  tongue.  The  Apoftle  James  does  amply  and 
excellently  teach  the  great  importance  of  ordering 
the  tongue  in  all  a  ChriO^ian's  life  ;  but  we  are  ever 
learning  and  never  taught*  We  hear  how  excellent 
a  guard  this  is  to  our  lives,  to  keep  a  watch  over  our 
tongue ;  but  I  fear  few  of  us  gain  the  real  advan- 
tage of  this  rule,  and  are  far  from  the  ferious 
thoughts  that  a  religious  perfon  had  of  this  fcripture^ 
who,  when  he  heard  it  read,  retired  himfelf  for  many 
years  to  the  ftudy  of  this  precept,  and  made  very 
good  proficiency  in  it. 

In  all  the  diforders  of  the  world,  the  tongue  hath 
a  great  ftjare  ;  to  let  pafs  thofe  irruptions  of  infernal 
furies,  blafphemies  and  curfing,  lying  and  unchari- 
table fpeeches  ;  how  much  have  .we  td  account  for 
unprofitable  talking?  It  is  a  lamentable  thing,  that 
there  is  nothing,  for  the  moft  part,  in  common  enter. 

.       ^  taitimeats 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


V£iu  I.]  ■   OK  PSALM  xx;cr}t«  363 

tainments  and  focieties  of  men  together,  1yut  refuie 
and  trafli^  as  if  their  tongues  were  given  them  for 
no  other  end  hut  to  be  their  fliame,  by  difcovering 
their  folly  and  weaknefs.  A«  iikewife  that  of  impa- 
,  tient  fpeech  in  trouble  and  afflldlion,  which  certain- 
ly fprings  from  an  unmortified  fpirit*  that  hath  learn* 
ed  nothing  of  that  great  lelTon  of  fubmiffion  to  the 
will  of  God  ;  but  for  all  the  diforders  of  the  tongue, 
the  remedy  mud  begio  at  th«  heart,  purge  the  foun- 
tain, and  then  the  dreams  will  be  clean ;  keep  thy 
heart  J  and  then  it  will  be  eafy  to  keep  thy  tongue. 
It  is  a  great  help  in  the  quality  of  fpeech,  to  abate 
in  the  quantity  ;  not  to  fpeak  raflily,  but  to  ponder 
what  we  are  going  to  fay.  Set  a  watcb  before  tie  door  . 
oftbylipSf  Pfal.  ckH,  3.  He  bids  tw  not  build  it  ujp 
like  a  done  wall,  that  nothing  go  in  or  come  out ; 
but  he  fpeaks  of  a  door,  which  may  be  fometimcs 
open,  oft-times  (hut,  but  withal  to  have  a  watch  Hand- 
ing before  it  continually.  A  Chriftian  muft  labour 
to  have  his  fpeech  as  contracted  as  can  be,  in  the 
things  of  this  earth  ;  and  even  in  divine  things,  our 
words  (hould  be  few  and  wary.  In  fpeaking  of  the 
greateft  things,  it  is  a  great  point  of  vvifdom  not  to 
ipeak  much  ;  that  is  David*s  refolution,  to  keep 
Jilencey  efpecially  before  tbe  wicked;  who  came  to  vifit 
him,  probably,  when  he  was  fick ;  while  they  were 
there,  he  bel4  a  watcb  before  bis  lips^  to  fpeak  no- 
thing of  God^s  hand  on  him,  left  they  ihould  have 
miftaken  him  ;  and  a  man  may  have  fome  thoughts 
of  divine  things,  that  were  very  impertinent  to  fpeak 
out  indifferently  to  all  forts,  even  of  good  perfons.  , 
This  is  a  talkative  age,  and  people  contrad:  a  faculty 
to  fpeak  much  in  matters  of  religion,  though  their 
words  for  the  moft  part  be  only  the  produdlions  of 
their  own  brain,  little  of  thefe  things  in  their  hearts. 
Surely  thefe  kind  of  fpeeches  are  as  bad  as  any,  wheil 
holy  things  are  fpoken  'of  with  a  notional  freedom^ 
where  there  is  nothing  but  empty  words.  They 
who  take  themfelves  to  folitude»  qhoofe  the  beft  and 
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eafieft  parti  ^f  they  have  a  warrant  fo  to  do;  Foe  this 
world  is  a  tenfipelluoi^s  fea^  iu  which  there  ire  msuay 
rocks^  and  a  gre^t  difficult  it .  i«  to  ftecr  ihis  little 
^elm  aright  amidft  them :  However,  ibe  Ap^ftlc 
James  makes  it  a  great  chara^er  of  a  Chriftian^s  peN 
jfedion.  If  any  man.  offend  nat  in  wordy  the  fame  U  a 
perfe^  mau^  chap.  iii.  vcr<  2.  Bufi  wheret  i*  that 
pan  ?  Seeing^  we  find  men  generally^  and  moft  of  all 
x>urfeIveSy  (b  far  frpm  this,,  n  qa^moit  chopfe  but  woA 
this,  to  ftir  up  ardent  defires  in-  us^  to  be  removed  to 
that  b)efie4  focjety,  where  there  fliall  be  never  a  word 
amifs,  nor  a  word  too  much,    .    . 


LECTURE    11. 

Ver.  2,  /  w^^  dumb  ivitb  JiUnce :  I  held  my  peact^ 
even  from  good  j  and  my  Jirrotv  was  Jiirred^ 

3.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me  ;  'while  I  was  mujing 
the  fire  burned :  thenfpake  I  with  my  tQUgue* 

IT  is  a  very  ufeful  and  profitable  thing  to  obferve 
the  motions  and  deportments  of  the  fpirits  of 
wife  and  holy  men,  in  all  the  various  poftures  aod 
(Conditions  they  are  in  ;  if  is  for  that  parpofe  they  are 
drawn  oQt  to, us  in  the  Scriptures.  There  are  foflie 
graces  that  are  more  proper^  and  come  more  iit  p^ion 
in  timps  of  eafe  and  profperity,  fuch  as  temperance, 
moderation  of  mind,  humility^  and  compailidm  Others 
are  mpre  proper  for  times  of  diftrefs,  as  faitb^  forti- 
tude, patience,  and  relignatioiu  It  is  very  expe- 
dient, if  not;  n^ceffary,  that  afflidion  hai^c  its  turns, 
and  frequently,  in  .the  lives  of  the  children  of  God: 
It  is  the.  tempe^  that  gives  ^evidence  of  the  pilot's 
fkili  i  .and  as  the  Lor^  delighteth  in  aU  his  works, 
looks  on  the. frame  and  conduct  in  all  things,  with 
pleafu re,  fo.  he  is  delighted  to  look  on  this  part,  oii 
tTbis;  low  fe^aqf  troubles,  to  fee  his  champions  meet 
^ith  bard  and  ^reiBng  trialsy  fuch  as  fometimes  do 

not 
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not  only  m&ke  them'  feel  theiQ^  but  do  often  make 
the  conflid  dubious  to  theni,  that  they  feem  to  be 
almoft  foiled },  yet  do  they  acquit  themfclvcs,  knd 
cotne  off  with  hdnoifcr*  It  ijitxot  the  excellency  of 
grace  to  be  infenfible  in  trouble,  (as  fbme  pbilofo- 
phers  would  have  their  wife  meo),  but  to  overcome 
.and  be  vidosious.  .     .         ;  .  •        . 

Among  the  reft  of  this  holy  oran's  troubles^  this 
was  one,  that  the*  wicked  did  reproach  him  :  This  ^  i& 
a  Iharp  arrow,  that  flics  thick  in  the  world.  It  is 
one  of  the  (h^i^peft  ftinga  of  poverty,  that  as  it  is 
pinched  with  wants  at  homey  fo  it  is  met  with  fcorn 
abroad...  It  is.  reckoned  among  the  fharp  fufferings  of 
holy  men,  Heb*  xi.  that  they  fuffer^d  bitter  tnockings. 
Now,  men  commonly  return  thefe  in  the  fame  kind^ 
that  is,  by  the  tchgue,  whereof  David  is  here  aware ; 
he  refrains  bimfelf  even /row  ^ood,  not  only  from  his 
juft  defence,  but  even  from  g(>od  and  pious  difcour- 
fea.  We  do  fo  eafily  exceed  in  our  words,  that  it  is 
better  fornetimes  to  be  wholly  fi lent,  than  to  fpeak 
that  which  is  good;  for  our  good  borders  fo  rvear 
upon  evil,  and  fo  eafy  is  the  tranfiticn  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  that  though  we  begin  to  fpeak  of  God  and 
good  things,  with  a  good  intention,  yet  how  quickly 
run  we  into  anothe1^  channel ;  paffion  and  felf  having 
ftolen  in,  turn  us  quite  from  the  firft  defign  of  our 
fpeech  ;  and  this  chiefly  in  difputes  and  debates  about 
religion,  wherein,  though  we  begin  with  zeal  for 
God,  yet  oft-times  in  the  endy  we  teftify  nothing  but 
our  own  paflion,  and  fornetimes  we  do  lie  one  againil 
another  in  defence  of  what  we  call  the  truth. 

It  cannot.be  denied,  that,  to  an  holy  heajt,  it  is  a 
great  violence  to  be  ihut  up  altogether  from  the 
Ipeech  of  God.  It  burns  within,  efpecially  in  the 
time  of  affiidlion,  as  was  the  cafe  of  Jeremiah  ;  Then 
I  faid^  I  will  not  make  mention  of  bim^  nor  fpeak  any 
more,  in  bis  name :  But  bis  word  was  in  my  heart  as 
a  burning  fire  Jbut  up  in  my  bones  ;  and  I  was  weary 
^itb  forbearing^  and  could  not  flay  ^  Jerem.  xx.  p.;  fo 

is 
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18  it  here  with  David ;  therefore  he  breaks  out ;  the 
fire  burns  upward,  and  he  fpeaks  to  God. 

Let  this  be  our  way,  when  we  cannot  find  eafe 
among  men,  to  feek  it  in  God ;  he  knows  the  lan- 
guage of  his  children,  and  will  not  miftake  it ;  yea, 
where  there  may  be  fomewhat  of  weaknefs  and  di- 
ftempert  he  will  bear  with  it.  In  ail  ,your  diftrefles^ 
in  all  your  moanings,  go  to  him,  pour*  out  your  tears 
to  him;  not  only  fire,  but  even  water,  where  it 
wants  a  vent,  will  break  upward ;  thefe  tears  drop 
not  in  our  own  lap,  but  they  fall  on  his,  and  he  hath 
a  bottle  to  put  them  in ;  if  y^  empty  them  there, 
they  {hall  return  in  wine  of  firong  confolation. 

Ver.  4,  Now  David^s  requeft  is,  Lord^  make  me  /♦ 
know  mine  end,  and  the  meafure  of  my  day £4  what  it  is; 
that  I  may  know  bow  frail  I  amJ]  In  which  be  does 
not  defire  ar  refponfe  from  God,  about  the  day  of  his 
death,  but  inilrudtion  concerning  the  frailty  and 
fiiortnefs  of/his  life :  But  did  not  David  know  this  ? 
Yes,  he  knew  it,  and  yet  he  deiires  to  know  it.  It 
is  very  fit  we  afk  of  God  that  he  would  make  us  to 
know  the  things  that  we  know,  I  mean,  that  what  we 
know  emptily  and  barely,  we  may  know  fpiritually, 
and  fruitfully :  If  there  be  any  meafure  of  this  know- 
ledge,  that  it  may  increafe  and  grow  more.  We 
know  that  we  are  finners,  but  that  knowledge  com* 
monly  produces  nothing  but  cold,  dry,  and  fenieleis 
confufion  ;  but  the'  right  knowledge  of  fin  would 
prick  our  hearts,  and  caufe  us  to  pour  them  out  be* 
fore  the  Lord.  We  know  that  Jefus  is  the  Saviour 
of  finners  ;  it  were  fit  to  pray,  that  we  knew  more  of 
him,  fomuch  of  him  as  might  make  us  fhape  and 
fafhion  our  hearts  to  his  likenefs.  We  know  we  muft 
die,  and  that  it  is  no  long  courfe  to  the  utmoft  pe* 
riod  of  life,  yet  our  hearts  are  little  inftruded  by  this 
knowledge ;  how  great  need  have  we  to  pray  this 
prayer  with  David  here,  or  that  with  Mofes,  Teacb 
us  to  number  our  days,  tbat  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wifdom,  Pfal.xc.  12.  Did  we  indeed  know  and 
confider  how  quickly  we  fhall  pafs  from  hence,  it 

were 
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were  not  poffible  for  us^to  cleave  fo  fail  to  the  thingsi 
of  this  life ;  and^  as  fooliCh  children,  to  wade  in 
ditches^  and  fill  our  laps  with  mire  and  dirt;  to  prefer 
bafe  earth  and  flelh  to  immortality  and  glory. 

That  I  may  know  bow  frail  I  am.]  Moft  part  of 
.  roen  are  foolifh  inconfiderate  creatures,  like  unto  tbe 
very  beajis  that  perijb^  Pfal.  xlix.  12,  only  they  are 
capable  of  greater  vanity  and  mifery ;  but,  in  as  ir- 
rational a  way,  they  toil  on  and  hurry  themfelves  in 
a  multitude  of  bufinefs,  by  multitudes  of  defires,  fears, 
and  hopes,  and  know  not- whither  all  tends ;  but  one 
vj^ell  advifed  thought  of  this  one  thing  would  temper 
them  in  their  hotted  purfuits,  if  they  would  but 
think  how  frail  they  are,  how  vain  a  paffing  thing, 
not  only  thefe  their  particular  defires  and  projeds 
are,  but  they  themfelves,  and  their  whole  life.  Pavid 
prays  that  he  may  know  bis  end ;  and  his  prayer  is 
anfwered,  Bebold  tbou  hajl  made  my  days  as  an  band^ 
breadtby  v.  5.  If  we  were  more  in  requefts  of  this 
kind,  we  (hould  receive  more  fpeedy  and  certain  an- 
fwers.  If  this  be  our  requeft,  to  know  ourlelves,  our 
frailties  and  vanity,  we  fliall  know  that  our  days  are 
few  andeviU  both  the  brevity  and  vanity  of  them. 

Ver.  5.  Tbou  bajl  meafured  out  my  days  as  an  band^ 
breadtb.1  That  is  one  of  the  Ihorteft  meafures ;  we 
need  not  long  lines  to  meafure  our  lives  by,  each  one 
carries  a  meafure  about  with  him,  his  own  hand,  that 
is  thelongeft  and  fulleft  meafure.  It  is  not  fo  muqh 
sas  a  fpan  ;  that  might  poffibly  have  been  the  mea- 
fure of  old  age  in  the  infancy  of  the  worlds  but 
now  it  is  contraded  to  an  hand^breadth,  and  that  is 
the  longeft ;  but  how  many  fall  fhort  of  that  ?  ma- 
ny attain  not  to  a  finger-breadth ;  multitudes  pafs 
from  the  womb  to  the  grave ;  and  how  many  end 
their  courfe  within  the  compafs  of  childhood  ! 

Whether  ^we  take  this  hand- breadth  for  the  four- 
jfcore  years,  that  is  ordinarily  the  utmoft  extent  of 
xnan'alife  in  our  days,  or  for  the  four  times  of  our 
age,  in  which  we^ufe  to  diftinguifli  it,  childhood, 

youth. 
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youth,  manhoodi  and  old  age;  there  are  grefit  num- 
bers we  fee  take  up  their  lodging  ere  they  come  near 
the  laft  of  any  of  ttjefe,  and  few  attaip  to  the  outmoft 
border  of  them.  Al^l  of  us  are  but  a  hand-breadth 
from  death,  and  not  fo  much  ;  for  many  of  us  have 
palTed  a  great  part  of  that  hand-breadth  already,  and 
we  know  not  how  little  of  it  is  behind.  We  ufe 
commonly  to  divide  our  lives  by  years,  months, 
weeks  and  days,  but  it  is  all  but  one  day  ;  there  is 
the  morning,  noon,  afternoon  and  evening ;  Man  is 
as  the  grajs  that  Jprings  in  the  mornings  PfaL  xc.  5. ; 
as  for  all  the  days  that  arc  pad  of  our  life,  death 
hath  them  rather  than  we,  and  they  are  already  ia 
its  pofleffion  ;  When  we  look  back  on  them,  they  ap- 
pear but  as  a  (hadow  or  dream,  and  if  they  be  fo  to 
us,  how  much  more  ihort  are  they  in  the  fight  of 
God  ?  So  fays  David  here.  When  I  look  on  thee  and 
thy  eternity,  mine  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee  ;  what 
is  our  life,  being  compared  to  God,  before  whom  a 
tbouf and  years  are  hut  as  one  day ^  and  lefs,  like  yefter- 
day,  when  it  is  pail,  and  that  is  but  a  thought !  The 
whole  duration  of  the  world  is  but  a  point  in  refped 
of  eternity ;  and  how  fmall  a  point  is  the  life  of 
man,  even  in  comparifon  with  that ! 

The  brevity  of  our  life  is  a  very  ufeful  confide- 
ration  ;  from  it  we  may  learn  patience  under  all  our 
crofles  and  troubles  ;  they  may  be  (horter  than  life, 
but  they  can  be  no  longer.  There  are  few  that  an 
affliftion  hath  lain  on  all  the  days  of  their  life  ;  but 
though  that  were  the  cafe,  yet  a  little  time,  and  how 
quickly  is  it  done  !  While  thou  art  afleep,  there  is  a 
ccflation  of  thy  trouble ;  and,  when  awake,  bemoan- 
ing  and  weeping  for  it,  and  for  fin  that  is  the  caufe 
of  it,  in  the  mean  time  it  is  Hiding  away.  In  all 
the  bitter  blafts  that  blow  on  thy  face,  thou  who  act 
a  Chriftian  indeed,  mayeft  comfort  thyfelf,.  in  the 
thought  of  the  good  lodging  that  is  before  thefe.  To 
others  it  wcjre  the  greateft  comfort,  that  their  afflic- 
tions in  this  life  were  lengthened  oat  to  eternity. 

Likewife 
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Likewiie,  this  may  teach  us  temperance  in  thefe 
things  that  are  called  tbegood  things  qf  this  world. 
Though  a  man  bad  a  leafe  of  all  thefe  fine  things 
the  world  can  aiford  for  bis  whole  life,  (which  yet 
never  any  man  that  I  know  of  had),  what  is  it  ?  a 
feigned  dream  of  an  hour  long.  None  of  thefe  things 
that  now  it  takes  fo  much  delight  in,  will  accom- 
pany the  cold  lump  of  clay  to  the  grave.  Within  a 
little  while,  thofe  that  are  married  and  rejoice^Jbah 
be  as  if  they  rejoiced  not,  i  Cor.  vii.  29.  nor  ever  had 
done  it ;  and  if  they  ihall  be  fo  quickly,  a  wife  man 
makes  little  difference,  in  thefe  things,  betwixt  their 
pre(ence  and  their  abfence. 

This  thought  (hould  alfo  teach  us  diligence  in  our 
bufinefs.  We  have  a  (hort  day,  and  much  to  do ;  it 
were  fit  to  be  up  early,  to  remember  thy  Creator  in 
the  days  of  thy  youth  ;  and  ye  that  are  come  to  riper 
years,  be  advifed  to  lay  hold  on  what  remains,  ye 
know  not  how  little  it  is. 

The  more  you  fill  yourfelves  with  the  things  of 
this  life,  the  lefs  defires  you  will  have  after  thofe  ri^ 
vers  of  pleafures  that  are  at  God's  right  hand  ;  thofe 
Ihall  never  run  dry,  but  all  thefe  other  things  (hall 
be  dried  up  within  a  little  fpace ;  at  the  furtheft, 
when  old  age  and  death  come,  if  not  fooner.  And 
on  the  other  fide,  the  more  we  deny  ourfelves  the 
fenfual  enjoyments  of  a  prefent  world,  we  grow  the 
liker  to  that  divine  cftate,  and  are  made  the  furer  of 
it ;  and  I  am  fure  all  will  grant  that  this  is  a  very 
gainful  exchange. 

Verilyj  every  man  at  his  bejl  efiate  is  altogether  va^ 
nity.^  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  generality  of  men  are 
ftrangers  to  God,  for  they  are  ftrangers  to  themfelves. 
The  cure  af  both  thefe  evils  is  from  the  fame  hand. 
He  alone  can  teach  us  what  he  is,  and  what  we  are 
ourfelves.  All  know  and  fee  that  their  life  is  (hort, 
and  themielves  vanity.  But  this  holy  man  thought 
it  needful  to  afk  the  true  notion  of  it  from  above, 
and  be  receives  the  meafure  of  his  life,  even  an  hand^ 

Vox,  II.  3  A  ,  breadth. 
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hreadtb.  There  is  a  common  impofture  among  peo- 
ple, to  read  their  fortunes  by  their  bands ;  but  this  is 
true  palmeftry  indeed,  to  read  the  ihortnefs  of  our 
life  upon  the  palms  of  our  hands. 

Our  days  are  not  only  few,  but  we  ourfelves  are 
vanity.  Every  tnan^  even  a  godly  man,  as  he  is  a 
partaker  of  this  life,  is  not  exempted  from  vanity, 
nay,  he  knows  it  better  than  any  other :  But  this 
thought  comforts  him,  that  he  hath  begun  that  life 
that  is  above,  and  beyond  all  vanity.  The  words  arc 
weighty  and  full.  It  is  not  a  problem,  or  a  doubtful 
thing  ;  but  furely  every  man  is  vanity^  I  may  call  it 
a  definition,  and  fo  it  is  proven,  Pfal.  cxliv.  2,  3. 
What  is  man  ?  He  is  like  to  vanity^  and  bis  days  are 
as  a  Jhadow  that  pajfes  away.  His  days  do  not  only 
foon  decline  and  pais  away  as  a  ihadow,  but  alfo  they 
are  like  vanity.  While  he  appears  to  be  fomething, 
he  is  nothing  but  the  figure  and  pidure  of  vanity. 
He  is  like  it,  not  the  copy  of  it,  but  rather  the  ori- 
ginal and  idea  of  it ;  for  he  hath  derived  vanity  to 
the  whole  creation  ;  he  hjBLth  fubje^ed  the  creatures  to 
it,  and  hath  thrown  fuch  a  load  of  it  upon  them, 
that  they  groan  under  it ;  and  fo  vanity  agrees  to 
him  properly,  conftantly,  and  univerfally.  Every  many 
and  that  at  bis  bejl  eJlatCj  as  the  word  is,  in  his  fettled 
and  fixed  ftate  ;  fet  him  as  fure  and  high  as  you  will, 
yet  he  is  not  above  that,  he  carries  it  about  with  him 
as  he  does  his  nature. 

This  is  a  very  profitable  truth  to  think  on,  though 
fome  kind  of  hearers,  even  of  the  better  fort,  would 
judge  it  more :  profitable  to  hear  of  cafes  of  con- 
fcience ;  but  this  is  a  great  cafe  of  confcience,  to  con- 
iider  it  well,  and  carry  the  impreffion  of  it  home 
v^ith  you  on  your  hearts.  The  extreme  vanity  of 
ourfelves,  that  we  are  nothing  but  vanity ;  and  the 
note  that  is  added  here,  Selah^  if  it  import  any  thing 
to  the  fenfe  and  confirmation  of  what  it  is  added  to, 
it  agrees  well  to  this :  But  if  it  be  only  a  mufical 
note,  to  diredty  as  fame  think,  the  elevation,  or,*  ac-. 

cording 
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cording  to  others,  the  falling  of  the  voice,  it  fits  the 
fenfe  very  well.  For  you  have  man  here  lifted  up 
and  caft  down  again  ;  lifted  up  man  at  bis  heft  ejiate^ 
and  from  that  thrown  down  to  nothing,  even  in  that 
eftate  be  is  altogether  vanity.  What  is  that  ?  It  is,  as 
the  word  fignifies,  an  earthly  vapour^  and  it  is  gene- 
rally ufcd  to  fignify  things  of  the  lead  and  meaneit 
ufe,  the  moll  empty  airy  things.  So  idols  are  oft 
called  by  that  name  ;  they  are  nothing,  in  refpedt  of 
what  is  attributed  to  them  by  the  children  of  men  ; 
and  fuch  a  thing  is  man,  he  feems  to  be  fomething, 
and  is  indeed  nothing,  as  it  is  Pfal.  Ixii.  9.  Men  of 
low  degree  are  vanity :  Poffibly  that  may  be  granted 
for  a  truth,  and  they  pafs  for  fuch ;  and  he  adds. 
Men  of  high  degree  are  a  lie :  They  promife  fome- 
thing,  and  look  bigger  like,  but  they  are  nothing 
more,  except  this,  a  lie,  and  the  greater  they  are,  the 
louder  lie. 

This  it  is,  then,  that  we  ihould  acquaint  ourfelves 
with,  that  man,  in  th^s  prefent  life,  in  all  the  high 
advantages  of  it,  is  an  empty^  feeble,  fading  thing* 
If  we  look  to  the  frame  of  man's  body,  what  is  he 
but  a  muddy  wall,  an  boufe  of  clay,  wbofe  foundation 
is  in  the  dujl.  If  we  look  within,  there  is  nothing 
there  but  g  fink  and  heap  of  filth.  The  body  of  man 
is  not  only  fubjcd  to  fevers,  hedlics,  8tc.  that  makes 
the  wall  to  moulder  down ;  but,  take  him  in  his 
health  and  (Irength,  what  is  he  but  a  bag  of  rotten^ 
nefs  ?  and  why  fliould  he  take  delight  in  his  beauty  ? 
which  is  but  the  appearance  of  a  thing,,  which  a  fit 
of  ficknefs  will  fo  eafily  deface,  or  the^unning  of  a 
few  years  fpoil  the  fafhion  of;  a  great  heat  or  a  cold 
puts  that  frame  into  diforder ;  a  few  days  ficknefs 
lays  him  in  thc[  duft,  or  much  l^ood. gathered  within 
gathers  fevers  and  pleurifies,  and  fo  d^Itioys  that  life 
it  (hould,  maintain ;  or  a  fly  or  a  crumb  of  bread  may 
flop  his  breath,  and  fo  end  his  days. 

If  we  confider  men  in  focieties^  in  cities  and  towns, 
often  hath  the'  overflg wing  fcourge  of  famine  and 

*     '         peftijencc 
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peftilence  laid  them  wafte,  and  from  thofe  thej  can- 
not fecure  themfelves  in  their  greateft  plenty  and 
health,  but  they  come  in  a  fudden,  and  unlocked  for. 
If  we  could  fee  all  the  parts  and  perfons  in  a  great 
city  at  once,  how  many  woes  and  miferies  fliould  we 
behold  there?  how  many  either  want  bread,  or 
icarcely  have  it  by  hard  labour  ?  then,  to  hear  the 
groans  of  dying  perfons,  and 'the  figbs  and  weep- 
ings of  thofe  about  them  ;  how  many  of  thefe  things 
are  within  the  walls  of  great  cities  at  all  tiroes? 
Great  palaces  cannot  hold  out  death,  but  it  breaks 
through  and  enters  there,  and  thither  oft-times  the 
moft  painful  and  (hamefol  difeafes  that  are  incident 
to  the  fons  of  men  refort.  Death,  by  vermin,  bath 
feized  on  fome  of  the  greateft  of  kings  that  have  ever 
been  in  the  world.  If  we  look  on  generals  who  hare 
commanded  the  greateft  armies,  they  carry  about 
with  them  poor  frail  bodies,  as  well  as  others ;  they 
may  be  killed  with  one  fmall  wound,  as  well  as  the 
meaneft  foldier ;  and  a  few  days  intemperance  hath 
taken  fome  of  the  moft  gallant  and  courageous  of 
them  away  in  the  midft  of  their  fuccefs.  And,  fure 
I  am,  he  who  believes  and  confiders  the  life  to  come, 
and  looks  on  this,  and  fees  what  it  is,  makes  little 
account  of  thofe  things  that  have  fo  big  a  found  in 
the  world,^  the  revolutions  of  ftates,  crowns,  king- 
doms, cities,  towns ;  how  poor  inconfiderable  things 
are'  they,  being  compared  with  eternity  !  And  he 
that. looks  not  on  them  as  fuch  is  a/bo/. 


,      LECTURE    III, 

Ver.  6.  Surely  every  man  walks  in  a  vatnjbew  ;fure» 
ly  they  are  difquieted  in  vain  :  be  heapetb  Up  riches^ 
and  knowetb  not  vobo  Jball  gather  tbem. 

THERE  is  a  part  of  our  hand-breadth  paft  fince 
we  laft  left  this  place,  and,  as  we  are  faying  this, 
*  we 
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we  are  wearing  out  feme  portion  of  the  reft  of  it : 
It  were  well,  if  we  confidered  this  fo  as  to  make  a 
better  improvement  of  what  remains^  tban^  I  belreve, 
we  (hall  find,  upon  examining  of  our  ways,  of.  what 
is  paft.  Let  us  fee  if  we  can  gain  the  fpace  of  an  hour, 
that  we  may  be  excited  to  a  better  management  of 
the  latter  part  of  our  time  than  we  have  made  of  the 
formen 

We  are  all,  I  think,  convinced  of  the  vanity  of 
man,  as  to  his  outfide,  that  he  is  a  feeble,  weak,  poor 
<^reature ;  but  we  may  have  hope  of  fomewhat  better, 
in  that  which  is  the  man  indeed,  his  mind  and  in- 
telledual  part.  It  is  true,  that  that  was  originally 
excellent,  and  that  there  is  fomewhat  of  a  radical 
excellency  ftilt  in  the  foul  of  man  ;  yet  it  is  fo.defpe- 
rately  degenerate,  that,  naturally,  man,  even  in  that 
conitderation,  is  altogether  vanity^  in  all  the  pieces  of 
him ;  his  mind  is  but  a  heap  of  vanity,  nothing  there 
but  ignorance,  folly  and  diforder ;  and  if  we  think 
not  fo,  we  are  the  more  foolifh  and  ignorant.  That 
which  pafTes  with  great  pomp,  under  the  title  of 
learning  and  fcience,  it  is  commonly  nothing  elfe  but 
a  rhaplbdy  of  words  and  empty  terms,  which  have 
nothing  in  them  to  make  known  the  internal  nature 
of  things.  A 

But  even  thofe  who  have  the  improvement  of 
learning  and  education,  who  underftand  the  model 
and  government  of  affairs,  that  fee  their  defeds,  and 
entertain  themfelves  with  various  (hapes  of  amending 
and  reforming  them,  even  in  thofe  we  ihall  find  x^o* 
thing  but  a  fadder  and  more  ferious  vanity.  It  is  a 
tormenting  and  vexing  thing  for  men  to  promife  to 
themfelves  great  reformations  and  bettering  of  things ; 
that  thought  ufually'deludes  the  wifeft  of  men ;  they 
muit  at  length  come  to  that  of  Solomon,  after  nuxch 
labour  to  little  purpofe,  that  crooked  things  cannot  be 
made  Jiraighty  Ecclef.  i.  15.  yea,  many  things  grow 
worfe,  by  labouring  to  redify  them ;  therefore  he 

adds,' 
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adds,  but  be  thai  increajetb  knowledge  increafetb  for- 
row. 

,  As  for  knowledge  in  religion,  we  fee  the  greateft 
part  of  the  world  lying  in  grofs  darkaefs  :  And  even 
amohgfl:  Chriilians,  how  much  ignorance  of  thefe 
things  !  which  appears  in  this,  that  there  are  fuch 
fwarms  and  productions  of  debates  and  contentions, 
that  they  are  grown  paft  number,  and  each  party 
confident  that  truth  is  on  his  fide^  and,  ordinarily,  the 
moft  ignorant  and  erroneous, ;  the  xnoft  confident  and 
moft  imperious  in  their  determinations ;  furely  it 
were  a  great  part  of  our  wifdom  to  free  our  fpirits 
from  thefe  empty  fruitlefs  janglings,  that  abound  in 
the  Chriftian  world. 

It  were  an  endlefs  toil  to  go  through  all  degrees, 
profefiions  and  employments  of  men  in  the  world ; 
we  may  go  through,  nations,  couptries,  crafts,  fchools, 
colleges,  courts,  camps,  councils  of  ftate,  and  patlia* 
ments,  and  find  nothing  in  all  thefe,  but  dill  more 
of  this  trouble  and  vexation  in  a  more  fine  drefs  and 
faftiion,  altogether  vanity. 

Every  man  walks  in  a  vainjbew.']  His  walk  is  no- 
thing, but  a  going  on  in  continual  vanity,  adding  a 
new  (lock  of  vanity,  of  his  own  coining,  to  what  he 
lias  already  within,  and  vexation  of  fpirit  woven  all 
along  in  with  it^  He  walks  in  an  image,  as  the  word 
is,  converfes  with  things  of  no  reality,  and  which 
have  no  folidity  in  them,  and  he  himiielf  as  little. 
He  himfelf  is  a  walking  image,  in  the  midft  of  thefe 
injiages.  They  that  are  taken  with  the  conceit  of 
images  and  pictures,  that  is  an  emblern  of  their  own 
life,  and  of  all  other  means  alfo.  Every  man's  fan- 
cy is  to  himfelf  a  gallery  of  pidtures^  and  there  he 
walks  up  and  down,  and  confiders  not  how  vain  thefe 
are,  and  how  vain  a  thing  he  himfelf  is. 

My  brethren,  they  are  happy  perfons,  (but  few  are 
they  in  number),  that  are  truly  weaned  from  all  thofe 
images  and  fancies  the  world  doats  io  much  upon. 
If  many  of  the  children  of  men  would  turn  their 

own 
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own  thoughts  backwards  in  the  evening  but  of  one 
day,  what  would  ^they  find  for  the  moft  part,  but 
that  they  have  been  walking  among  thefe  pidiires, 
and  paffing  from  one  vanity  to  another,,  and  back 
again  to  and  fro ;  to  as  little  purpofe  as  the  running 
up  and  down  of  children  .at  their  play !  He  who 
runs  after  honour,  pleafure,  popular  efteem,  what  do 
you  think?  does  not  that  man  walk  in  an  image^ 
purfuing  after  that,  that  hath  no  other  being  but 
what  the  opinion  and  fancy  of  m^n  give  to  it,  efpe« 
daily  the  laft,  which  is  a  thing  fo  fiuduatiog,  uncer- 
tain and  inconftant,  that  while  he  hath  it,  he  hath 
nothing  ?  The  other  image  that  man  follows  and 
worships  is  that  in  the  text,  that  wretched  roadnefs^ 
of  heaping  up  riches :  this  is  the  great  fooliflinefs  and 
difeafe,  efpecialiy  of  old  age,  that  the  lefs  way  a  man 
has  to  go,  he  makes  the  greater  provifion  for  it; 
when  the  hands  are  ftitT,  and  for  no  other  labour, 
they  are  fitted  ^nd  compofed  for  fcraping  together. 
But  for  what  end  doft  thou  take  all  this  pains  ?  If 
for  thyfelf,  a  little  fober  care  will  do  thy  turn,  if  thy 
defires  be  fober ;  and  if  not  fo,  thy  diligence  were 
better  beftowed  ii^  impairing  and  diminilhing  of 
thefe,  and  that  is  the  eafier  way  a  great  deal.  And 
if  it  be  for  others,  why  doft  thou  take  a  certain  un- 
eafe  to  thyfelf  for  the  uncertain  eafe  of  others  ?  And 
who  thefe  are,  thou  doft  not  know  ;  may  be,  fuch  asf 
thou  never  intended  them  for.  It  were  good  we  ufed 
more  eafy  and  undiftrading  diligence,  for  increafing  of 
thefe  treafures,  which  we  cannot  deny  are  far  better, 
and  whofoever  hath  them,  may  abound  therein  with 
increafe ;  he  knows  well  for  whom  he  gathers  them  j. 
he  himfelf  fhall  poffefs  them  through  all  eternity. 

If  there  were  not  a  hope  beyond  this  life,  there 
were  reafon  for  that  paffionate  word  in  Pfal.  Ixxxix, 
47.  Why  haft  thou  made  all  men  in  vain  ?.  To  what 
purpofe  were  it  for  poor  wretched  man,  to  have  been 
all  his  days  tofled  upon  the  waves  of  vanity,  and 
then  ^  lie  down  ip  the  grave  and  be  no  more  heard 

of? 
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of?  But  It  is  not  fo,  he  is  made  capable  of  a  noble 
and  bleffed  life  beyond  this  ;  and  our  forgetfulnefs 
of  tbiSy  is  the  caufe  of  all  our  miUcry  and  vanity  here. 
It  is  a  great  folly  to  complain  of  the  fhortnefs  of 
onr  life,  and  yet  to  lavifh  it  out  fo  prodigally  on 
trifles  and  ihadows :  If  it  were  well  managed,  it 
would  be  fufficient  for  all  'we  have  to  do.  The  only 
vray  to  live  indeed,  is  to  be  doing  fervice  to  God, 
and  food  to  men:  This  is  to  live:  taucb  in  a  little 
tinie*  But  when  we  play  the  fools  in  mifpending 
our  time,  it  may  be  indeed  a  fad  thought  to  us,  when 
we  find  it  gone,  and  we  are  benighted  in  the  dark 
fo  far  from  our  home.  But  thole  that  have  their 
fouls  untied  from  this  world  and  knit  to  God,  they 
need  not  complain  of  the  ihortnefs  of  it,  having  kid 
hold  on  eternal  life  ;  for  this  life  is.  flying  away, 
there  is  no  laying  hold  on  it  -^  it  is  no  matter  how 
foon  it  go  away,  the  fooner  the  better^  for  to  fucb 
perfons  it  feems  rather  tb  go  too  flow,  ^«p^ 

7^  '. 


n 


LEG  TORE    IV. 


t-^'- 


ft 


Vcr.  7.  jind  new^  Lord^  wbat  wait  I  for  ?  my  hope  is 
in  tbee.  , 

TO  entertain  the  minds  of  men  w4th  thoughts  of 
their  own  vanity,  and  difcourfes  of  their  own 
mifery,  feems  to  bfe  fad  and  unpleafant ;  but  certain- 
ly it  is  not  unprofitable,  unlefs  it  be  our  own  choice 
to  make  it  fo  \  and  that  were  the  greateft  vanity  and 
mifery  of  all.  Indeed,  if  there  were  no  help  for  this 
fore  tvilf  then  the  common  Ihift  were  not  to  be  blam- 
ed, yea,  it  were  to  be  chofen  as  the  only  help  in  fuch 
a  desperate  cafe,  not  to  think  on  it,  to  forget  pur  mi* 
fery,  and  to  divert  our  thoughts  froni  it,  by  all  pof- 
fiUk  means,  rather  than  to  tncreafe  it,  and  torment 
ourfelvea,  fa^  infifting  and  poring  oa  it ;  and  in  that 
^Cf  fliallow  miods  would  have  the  advantage,  that 

could 
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could  not  converfe  with  thefe  fad  thou^ts ;  for  tor 
ihcreafe  this  knowledge  w^re  but  to  increafe  forrow. 
But  far  be  it  from  us  thus  to  detetmine ;  there  is  a 
hope  which  is  a  help  to  this  ^vil,  and  this  *is  it  that 
this  holy  man  fixes  on.  And  now^  Lord,  &c.  other- 
wife  it  wer^  ftrange,  th^  the  moft  excellent  piece  of 
the  vifible  creation  fhould  be  made  fubjeS  to  the 
mod  incurable  unhappineis,  to  feel  mifery  which  he 
cannot  fliun,  and  to  be  tormented  with  defires  that 
cannpt  be  fatisfied^  But  there  is  fome  better  expec- 
tation for  the  fouls  of  men,  and  it  is .  no  other  but 
bim/elf  who-mdAt  them. 

The  wifeft  natural  men  have  difcour&d  of  man's 
vanity,  and  pafiionately  bemoaned  it,  but  in  this 
they  hav€  fallen  fliort,  how  to  remedy  it.#  They 
have  aimed  at  it  and  come  near  it,  but  were  not  able 
to  work  it;  they  ftill  laboured  to  be  fatisfied  in  them- 
felves  5  they  fpeak  fomewhat  of  reafon,  but  that  will 
not  do  it,  for  man  being  fallen  under  the  curfe  of 
God^  there  is  nothing  but  darknefs  and  folly  in  him- 
felf.  The  only  way  to  bleflednefs  is  by  going  out  of 
ourfeives  unto  God^ 

All  our  difcourfes  of  our  own  vanity  will  but  fur- 
,ther  difquiet  us,  if  they  do  not  terminate  here,  if 
they  do  not  -fix  on  his  eternal  happinefs,  goodnefs 
and  verity.  " 

I  am  perfuaded,  if  many  would  aik  this  queftion 
at  themfelves,  What  wait  I  for?  they  would  puzzle 
themfelves  and  not  find  an  anfwer  :  there  are  a  great 
many  things  that  men  defire  and  are  gaping  after, 
but  few  after  one  thing  chiefly  and  ftayedly ;  they 
float  up  and  down,  and  are,  carried  about  without  any 
certain  motion,  but  by  fancy,  and  by  guefs  ;  and  no 
wind  can  be  fair  for  fuch  perfons,  that  aim  at  no  cer- 
tain haven. 

If  we  put' this  queftion  to  ourfeives,  What  would 
I  have  ?  It  were  eafy  for  many  to  anfwer,  I  would 
have  an  eafy,  quiet,  peaceable  life  in  this  world  ;  fo 
would  an  ox  or  a  borfe ;   and,  is  that  all?  may  be, 
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you  would  have  a  greater  height  of  pleafure  and  ho- 
nour ;  but  think  on  this  one  thing,  that  there  is  this 
one  crack  ai^d  vanity  that  fpoils  all  thefe  things^  that 
they  will  not  bear  you  up  when  you  lean  to  them  in 
times  of  diftrefs ;  and  befides^  when  you  have  them, 
they  may  be  pulled  from  you,  and  if  not,  you  muft  be 
plucked  away  from  them  within  a  little  while ;  there 
is  much  feeming  content  in  the  purfuit  of  thefa 
things,  but  they  are  loft  with  greater  difcontent  It 
is  God's  goodnefs  to  men,  to  blaft  all  things  in  the 
world  to  them,  and  to  break  their  faireft  hopes,  that 
they  may  be  conftrained  to  look  about  to  Himfelf ; 
he  beats  them  from  all  ibores,  that  he  tnay  brin^  tbcm 
to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  ibcy.j  Pfal.  bci.  %• 

O !  that  God  would  once  touch  fome  of  your  hearts, 
that  are  under  the  chains  of  darknefs^  that  ye  might 
once  bethink  where  to  reft  your  heads  in  the  midft 
of  all  our  confuBons  ;  and  here  is  the  refting-place, 
hope  in  God.  Now^  Lordy  ^uibat  wait  I  for  ?  my  hope 
is  in  thee.  Blefled  foul  that  can  (hy,  ^^Lord,  thou 
"  feeft  I  defire  nothing  but  thyfeli^  (as  Peter  faid, 
'*  Lord^  thou  knowejt  I  love  thee^)  all  the  corners  of 
^  my  heart  ftand  open  in  thy  fight;  thou  feeft  if 
**  there  be  any  other  defire  or'expedation  but  to 
**  pleafe  thee,  and  if  there  be  any  fuch  thing  in  me, 
"  (for  I  fee  it  not,)  I  pray  thee  difcover  it  to  me, 
''  and  through  thy  grace  it  fliall  lodge  no  longer. 
"  My  heart  is  thine  alone,  it  is  confecrated  to  thee ; 
"  and  if  any  thing  would  pro&ne  thy  temple,  if  it 
"  will  not  go  forth  by  fair  warning,  let  it  be  fcour* 
**  ged  out  by  thy  rod,  yea  any  rod  whatfoever  it 
"  plcafeth  thee  to  choofe." 

My  hope  is  in  thee.]  This  holy  man,  feeing  the 
vanity  of  all  other  expedations  and  purfuits  of  nten, 
at  length  runs  to  this ;  jind  now,  Lord^  what  wait 
I  for  ?  my  hope  is  in  thee :  he  finds  nothing  but  mo- 
ving fand  every  where  elfe ;  but  he  finds  this  eternal 
Rock  to  be  a  ftrong  foundation,  as  the  Hebrew  word, 
by  which  he  is  ftyled,  doth  fignify.    It  is  true,  the 
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union  of  the  heart  with  God  is  made  up  by  faith  and 
love,  but  yet  both  thefe  in  this  our  prefent  condition 
of  ou#  abfence  and  diftande  from  God,  do  ad  them- 
felves  much  by  the  third  grace^  which  is  joined  with 
them,  and  that  is  hope.  For  faith  is  converfant  about 
ibifijfi  thai  are  not  Jeen^  and  in  a  great  part  that  are 
not  yet,  but  are  to  come ;  and  the  ipirit  of  faith 
choofing  things  that  are  to  come,  is  called  hope.  Jt 
is  true,  they  are  not  fo  wholly  deferred,  as  that  they 
poflefs  nothing,  but  yet  the  utmoft  they  pofiefs  is  but 
a  pledge  and  earneft-penny,  a  fmall  thing  in  refpeft 
of  that  eternal  inheritance  they  look  for.  What  they 
have  here,  is  of  the  fame  kind  with  what  they  ex- 
pedt ;  but  it  is  but  a  little  portion  of  It,  the  fmiles 
and  glances  of  their  Father's  face,  fbretaftes  of  hea- 
ven, which  their  fouls  are  refreihed  with  ;^  but  thefe 
are  but  rare,  and  for  a  fliort  time* 

Hope  is  the  great  ftock  of  believers,'  it  is  that 
which  upholds  them  under  all  the  &intings  and  for- 
rows  of  their  mind  in  this  life,  and  in  their  going 
tbrougb  tbe  njalky  and  Jbadew  of  death.  It  is  the 
helmet  of  their  fahation^  which,  while  they  are  look- 
ing over  to  cttmity,  beyond  this  prefent  time,  co* 
vers  and  keeps  their  head  fafe  amidft  all  the  darts 
that  fly  round  about  them.  In  the  prefent  difcom- 
fort  and  darknefs  of  mind,  and  t^e  faddeft  .hours  they 
meet  with  in  this  life,  hope  is  that  which  keeps  up 
the  foul,  and  is  that  which  David  cheered  up  ^is  foul 
with,  PfaL  xlii,  5.  IVhy  art  thou  cajl  down  0  my  foul? 
and  why  art  thou  difquieted  in  me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God, 
for  IJballyet  praife  him  for  the  help  of  his  countenance. 
And  even  in  this  point  the  children  of  the  world  have 
no  great  advantage  of  the  children  of  God,  as  to  the 
things  of  this  life;  for  much  of  their  fatisfa<^on,  fuch 
as  it  is,  does  hang,  for  the  moft  part,  on  their  hope ; 
the  happieft  and  richeft  of  them  do  Aill  piece  it  out 
with  fome  further  expedation,  fomething  they  look 
for  beyond  what  they  have,  and  the  expedation  of 
tb  at  pleafes  them  more  than  all  their  prefent  poflef- 
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iions.  But  this  great  dilad vantage. they  have,  all 
their  hopes  are  but  heaps  of  delulions  and  lies,  and 
either  they  die  and  obtain,  them  not,  or  if  they  ob- 
tain them,  yet  they  obtain  them  not,  they  are  fo  far 
fliort  of  what  they  fancied  and  imagined  of  them 
before-hand.  But  the  hope  of  the  children  of  God, 
as  it  is  without  fail  fure,  fo  it  is  inconceivably  full 
and  fatisfyingy  far  beyond  what  the  largeft  appre- 
hendon  of  any  man  is  able  to  reach.  Hope  in  God ! 
what  is  wanting  there  ? 

This  hope  lodges  only  in  the  pure  heart ;  it  is  a 
preciDus  liquor  that  can  only  be  kept  in  a  clean  vef- 
fel,  and  that  which  is  not  fo,  cannot  receive  it ;  but 
what  it  feems  to  receive,  it  corrupts  and  deilroys. 
It  is  a  confidence  arifing  from  peace,  agreement  and 
friendihip,  which  cannot  be  betwixt  the  God  of  pu- 
rity, and  thofe  wha  allow  unholinefs  in  themfelves. 
It  is  a  ftrange  impudence  for  men  to  talk  of  their 
irufi  -and  hope  in  God^  who  are  in  perfed  hoftilitj 
againft  him;  bold  fellows  go  through  dangers  here, 
but  it  will  not  be  fo  hereafter,  Jer.  ii.  27.  Tbey  turn 
to  me  the  back  and  not  the  face;  yet^  in  their  trouble^ 
they  fay^  Arife  and  fave  us;  they  do  it  as  confidently 
as  if  they  never  had  defpifed  God  ;  but  they  miftake 
the  matter,  it  is  not  fo.  Go  and  cry^  fays  he,  to  the 
gods  whom  ye  have  cbofen,  Judg.  x.  14.  When  men 
come  to  die,  then  they  catch  hold  of  the  mercy  of 
God ;  but  from  that  their  filthy  hands  are  beat  off, 
there  is  n6  help  for  them  there,  and  fo  they  fall  down 
,to  the  pit.  An  holy  fear  of  God,  and  a  happy  hope 
in  him,  are  commonly  linked  together ;  Behold  the 
eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him,  upon  them 
that  hope  in  his  mercy^ 'PfsiL.xxyiiii.  18. 

And  even  in  thofe  who  are  more  purified  from  fin, 
yet  too  large  draughts  of  lawful  pleafures  do  clog 
the  fpirits,  and  make  this  hope  grow  exceeding  weak ; 
furely  the  more  we  fill  ourfelves  with  thefe  things, 
we  leave  the  lefs  appetite  for  the  confolations  of  this 
blefled  hope.  They  cannot  know  the  excellency  of 
.  this 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Y£R.  7.]  ON  PSALM  XXXi:^.  38J 

this  hope,  who  labour  not  to  keep  it  unmixed ;  it  is 
beft  alone,  as  the  richeft  wines  and  oils,  which  are 
the  worfe  of  mixtures*  Se  fober  and  bope^  1  Pet.  i. 
13. ;  keep  your  mind  fober,  and  your  hope  (hall  be 
pure.  Any  thing  or  perfon  that  leans  on  two  fup- 
porters,  whereof  the  one  is  whole  and  found,  and  the 
other  broken  or  crooked,  that  which  is  unfound 
breaks,  though  the  other  remain  whole,  and  they  fall ; 
whereas  the  one  that  was  whole  had  been  fufficient : 
Thus  it  is,  when  we  divide  our  hopes  betwixt  God 
and  this  prefent  world,  of  any  other  good,  thofe  that 
place  their  whole  hopes  on  God,  they  gather  in  all 
their  defires  to  bim  ;  the  ft  reams  of  their  afiedions 
are  not  fcattered  and  left  in  the  muddy  ditches  of  the 
world,  they  do  not  fall  into  finking  pools,  but  being 
gathered  into  one.  main  torrent,  they  run  on  in  that 
channel  to  the  fea  of  his  eternal  goodnefs. 

My  bope  is  in  tbee."]  We  cannot  choofe  but  all  of 
us  think  that  God  is  immenfely  good  in  himfelf; 
but  that  which  is  nearer,  whereon  our  hearts  molt 
rife,  is  a  relative  goodnefs,  that  he  is  good  to  us, 
and  that  he  is  fo  perfedly  and  completely  good,  that 
having  made  choice  of  him ^  and  obtained  uniop  with 
him, .  we  need  no  more.  Were  once  the  hearts  of 
the  children  of  men  perfuaded  of  this,  all  their  deli- 
berations were  at  an  end,  they  would  not  only  choofe 
no  other,  but  defer  no  longer  to  fix  on  him.  And 
what  can  trouble  the  foul  that  is  thus  eftablifhed  ? 
No  change  or  overturning  of  outward  things;  though 
the  frame  of  the  world  itfelF  were  fliaken  to.  pieces, 
yet  ftill  the  bottom  of  this  hope  is  Him  that  cbangetb 
not :  And  whatever  thy  preffures  be,  poverty,  fick- 
nefs,  or  difquiet  of  mind,  thou  mayeft  draw  abundant 
confolation  from  Him  in  .whom  thou  haft  placed  thy 
hope^  There  is  only  one  thing  that  cruelly  aflaults 
it  by  the  way,  and  that  is  the  guilt  of  fin.  All  af- 
flidions  and  troubles  we  meet  with  are  not  able  to 
mar  this  hope  or  quench  it ;  for  where  it  is  ftrong^  it 
either  breaks  through  them,   or  flics  above  them: 

*  '  They 
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They  canndt  overcome  it,  for  there  b  no  affliAion 
inconfiftent  with  the  love  of  God,  yea,  the  fharpeft 
affliAion  may  fometimes  have  the  cleareft  chara^rs 
of  his  love  upon  it ;  but  it  is  fin  that  prefents  him 
as  angry  to  the  view  of  the  fouL  When  he  looks 
through  that  cloud,  he  feems  to  be  an  enemy  ;  and 
when  we  apprehend  him  in  that  afpedt,  we  are  af- 
frighted, and  prefently  apprehend  a  ftorm ;  but  even 
in  this  cafe,  this  hope  apprehends  his  mercy.  And 
thus  David  here, 


XECTURE    V. 

Ver.  8.  Deliver  me  from  all  my  tranfgrejfbns ;  make 
me  not  the  reproach  of  the  fooli/b, 

THIS  is  indeed  the  bafis  and  foundation  of  all 
our  other  hopes,  the  free  pardon  of  our  fins ; 
but  none  muft  entertain  thefe  fins,  if  they  defire  to 
be  pardoned.  Repentance  and  remijjion  of  fins  are 
ftill  linked  'together  in  the  Scriptures ;  and  he  that 
would  have  fin  pardoned,  and  yet  live  in  it,  or  retain 
the  love  of  it,  would  have  God  and  fin  reconciled  to- 
gether, and  that  can  never  be*  David  finds  his  fins 
preflSng  him  down ;  he  fees  them  as  an  army  of  men 
fet  in  battle  array  about  him;  and  whither  flies  he 
for  a  deliverance  ?  even  to  Him  whom  he  had  of- 
fended. 

Ver.  lo,  II.  Remove  thy  ftroke  away  from  me;  I 
am  confumed  hy  the  blow  of  thine  hand.  When  thou 
with  rehukes  doft  correSi  man  for  iniquity,  thou  makejl 
his  beauty  to  confume  away  like  a  moth :  Surely  every 
man  is  vanity.  Selah.]  We  are  naturally  very  par- 
tial  judges  of  ourfelves ;  and,  as  if  we  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  able  by  nature,  we  ftudy  and  devife  by  art  to 
deceive  ourfelves.  We  are  ready  to  reckon  any  good 
that  is  in  us  to  the  full,  nay,  to  multiply  it  beyond 
what  it  is ;  and  yet  to  help  (^is,  we  ufe  commonly 
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to  look  OQ  tbofe  who  have  lefs  goodnefs  ia  them,  who 
are  weaker,  more  foolilh  and  worie  than  ourfelves  ; 
and  £0  we  magnify  the  fenfe  of  our  own  worth  and 
goodnefs  by  that  comparifon.  And  as  in  the  good- 
nefs  we  have,  or  imagine  we  have,  fo  like  wife  in  the 
evils  we  fuffer,  we  ufe  to  extol  them  very  much  in 
conceiL  We  account  oi)r  lighted  affli&ions  very 
great ;  and  to  heighten  our  thoughts  of  them,  we  do 
readily  take  a  view  of  thoie  who  are  more  at  eafe, 
and  lefs  afflided  ^han  ourfelyes ;  and,  by  thefe  de« 
vices,  we  nourifh  in  ourfelves  pride,  by  the  over* 
weaning  conceit  of  our  goodnefs;  and  impatience, 
by  the  over*feeling  ienfe  of.  our  evils.  But  if  we 
would  help  ourfelves  by  comparifon,  we  Ihould  do 
well  to  view  thefe  perfons  who  are,  or  have  been^ 
eminent  for  hplinefs,  recorded  in  holy  writ,  or  whom 
we  know  in  our  own  times,  or  have  heard  of  in  for* 
mer ;  and  by  this  means  we  (hould  leflen  the  great 
opinion  we  have  of  our  own  worth  ;  and  fo  likewiie 
fliould  we  confider  the  man/  inftances  of  great  cala* 
mities  and  forrows,  which  would  tend  to  quiet  our 
minds,  and  enable  us  to  poffefs  our  fouls  in  patience^ 
under  the  little  burden  of  trials  that  lies  upon  us : 
And,  efpecially,  we  ihall  find  thofe  inftances  to  fall 
in  together,  that  as  perfons  have  been  very  eminent 
in  holinefs,  they  have  alfo  been  eminent  in  fuSering 
very  fore  ftrokes  and  fharp  fcourges  from  the  hand  of 
God.  If  we  would  think  on  their  confuming  blows 
and  broken  bones,  their  bones  burnt  as  an  beartb,  and 
their  flc/b  withered  as  grafs  ;  certainly  we  (hould  en- 
tertain our  thoughts  fometimes  with  wonder  of  God's 
.indulgence  to  us,  that  we  are  fo  little  afflided,  when 
fo  many  of  the  children  of  men,  and  fo  many  of  the 
children  of  God,  fufier  fo  mat^  and  fo  hard  things  ; 
and  this  would  very  much  add\o  the  ftock  of  our 
praifes.  We.  fliould  not  think  that  We  are  more  in* 
nocent  in  not  deferving  thefe  things  that  are  inflided 
on  others,  but  rather,  that  He  who 'thus  meafures  out 
to  them  and  to  us,  knows  our  fize,  and  fees  how  weak 
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we  arein  comparifon  of  them  ;  and  that  therefore  he 
is  indulgent  to  us,  not  becaofe  we  are  better,  but  be- 
caufe  we  are  weaker,  and  are  not  able  to  bear  fo  much 
as  he  lays  on  the  ftronger  (boulders.  Even  in  the 
Iharpeil  of  thefe  rods  there  is  mercy.  It  is  a  privi- 
lege to  the  iheep  that  is  ready  to  wander,  to  be  beat- 
en into  tlje  right  way.  WhjBii  thou  art  correfted, 
think  that  thereby  thy  fins  are  to  be  purged  out,  thy 
pafiions  and  lufts  to  be  crucified  by  thefe  pains ;  and 
certainly  he  that  finds  any  cure  of  the  evils  of  his 
fpirit  by  the  hardeft:  fufierings  of  his  flefh,  gets  a  very 
gainful  bargain.  If  tlibu  account  fin  thy  greateft  un- 
happinefs  and  mifchief,  thou;  wilt  be  glad  to  have  it 
removed  on  any  term^  Theire  is  at  Ijsafl  in  the  time 
of  afHidion  a  ceflation  from  fome  fins ;  the  raging 
lull  of  ambition  and  pride  do  ceafe,  when  a  man  is 
laid  upon  his  back ;  and  thefe  very  ceflations  are 
fome  advantages..  But  there  is  one  great  benefit  of 
affliftioni  which  follows  in  the  text,  that  it  gives Tiim 
the  true  meafure  of  himfatf. 

When  with  tebukes  thou  nojl  correSl  man,  thm  makejl 
bis  beauty  to  confume  away  like  a  mbth  :  Surely  every 
man  is  vanity*  Selah.l  Man  at  bis  bejl  ejlate  is  alto- 
gether vanity  ;  but  at  nis  loweft  eftate  it  appears  beft 
uiito'  him,  how  much  vanity  he  is,  and  how  much 
vanity  he  was  at  his  beft  eftate,  feeing  he  was^then 
capable  of  fuch  a  change,  to  fall  fo  low  from  fuch  a 
height.  As  that  great  man  who  was  feeking  new 
conquefta,  when  he  fellnipon  the  fand,  and  faw  the 
print  of  his  own  body,  "  Why,  fays  he,  fo  fmall  a 
**  parcel  of  earth  will  ferve  me,  who  am  feeking  af- 
*'  ter  new  kingdoms."  Thus  it  is,  when  a  man  is 
brought  down,  then  he  hath  the  right  meafure  of 
himfelfj  when  he  fees  how  vain  a  thing  he  is. 

Thus  the  Pfalmift  reprefents  it  here,  both  as  an 
argument  to  move  God  to  compaffion,  and  to  inftru^ 
himfelf  and  other  men.  So  Job  xiii.  25.  Wilt  thou 
break  a  leqf  driven  to  and  fro  with  the  wind  ?  and 
wilt  thou  purfue  dry  flubble?    Ffal.  ciii,  14.  For  be 
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knowetb  our  frame  ;  be  rememb^retb  tbat  we  are  duji. 
And  his  beauty,  which  feemed  to  be  hisperfedion, 
yet,  when  the  hand  of  God  ia  on  hihi,  it  is.blafted  as 
a  moth-eaten  garment;  thi$  {hould  teach  us  humi* 
lity,  and  to  beware  of  fin,  which  provokes  God  to 
pour  out  bis  heavy  judgments  upon  us»  If  any  ibe 
proud  of  honour,  let  him  remember  Nebuchadnezzar 
and^Herod ;  or  of  riches,,  or  #f  wit  and  endowments 
of  mind,  let  him  think  how  foon  God  can  make  all 
thefe  to  wither  and  melt  awaij^  Surely  every  man  is 
vanity. 

Ver.  12.  Hear  my  prayer^  O  £ord^  and  give  ear  unto 
tny  cry  ;  bold  not  tby  peace  at  my  tears :  for  I  am  a 
fir  anger  witb  tbee,  )and  a  fojourner^  as  all^fny  fathers 
were.]  What  is  this  life  we  dearet  fo  fail  to,  and  are 
£o  uneafy  to  hear  of  patting  with  ;  w*hat  is  ;it  but  a 
trance,  and  a  fucceffioa  of  forrows,  a  Weary  toiBng 
and  tottering  upon  the  wares  of  vanity  and  miferj  ! 
No  eftate  or  courie  of  life  is  exempted,  from  the  cjau- 
fes  of  this  coqaplaint ;  the  poprer  and  meaner  fort  are 
troubled  with  wants,  and  the  richer  with  the*  care  of. 
what  they  have,  and  fometimes  with  the  lofs  of -it; 
and  the  middle  fort  betwi:j^t  the  two^  they  partake,  in. 
common,  of  the  vexations  of  both,  for  their  life  i« 
fpent  in  care  for  keeping  what  they  have,  and  in  tur- 
moil for  purchafing  more.  B^des  a  world  of  mif- 
feries  and  evils  that  are  incident  equally  to  all  forts  of 
men,  fuch  as  ficknefs  and  pain  of  body,  which  is  both 
a  (harp  afflidtion,  and  fits  clofe  to  a  man,  and  which 
be  is  leaft  able»  either  by  ftrength  of  mind,  or  by  any 
att  or  rule,  to  bear ;  and  this  gueil  does  as  oft  haunt 
palaces  as  poor  cottages ;  as  many  groans  of  fick  and 
difeafed  bodies  within  filken  curtains  as  in  the  mean- 
fell,  lodging.  Neither  does  godlinefs  exempt  the  heft 
of  men  from  the  fufFerings  of  this  life,  David,  who 
was  both  a  great  man  and  a  good  man,  did  Ihare 
deeply  in  thefe ;  fo  that  his  conclufion  ftill  holds  true  ; 
no  inftance  can  be  found  to  infringe  it ;  Surely  every 
man  is  altogether  vanity^ 
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It  mnvin^  mAf  to  hii{i^n,  i^hdt  fBanfitt  iff  meft 
Ihey  dtfd  wbor  atd  fdriiiflied  wHh  <h^  Mft  Ue)]^,  .i(id 
with  thu  moA  c<miferfa1il0  mkigatione  of  tMit  trdtf- 
ble,  and  teirih  the  ftrodgeA  addifi^fii  of  fis^ppon  and 
ftrensth  to  bear  thad  up  t^hd^r  k  ?  Afid  it  ^riU  e«t^ 
talnly  b^  found  that  g&dlinaft  a1od€  bath  tbU  advan- 
tage. And  attidng  the  many  etti&Uti&m  gd4\f  m(tn 
have  andet  tl^eit  troutAe^  tbrt  is  dne^  and  tM  cfiidf 
j^ne^  their  fOcburfe  unto  ptky0f.\  S&  fiett^  afid  Pi^I. 
laidii.  44  5«  Jia.  xikxviii^  i.  Unekiab  iu^^d  bafitci 
towards  the  wall ;  he  turns  bis  back  on  all  Wdfdly 
tioandb  and  vain  bel^^,  and  betakes  hiinfelf  td  pray- 
px ;  and  prayer  brings  eafe  and  fuppeirti  and  (ig^fdn- 
able  delivei^ce  to  the  godly  ihan  ^  but  tb»lrfortt>ws 
/kail  b§  multipliid  tb«t  bt^$H  afut  ^tb^t  gddsi,  Pfri. 
;xti.  4. ;  add  this  aU  ungodly  men  do  t«^hen  they  are 
affliAed :  they  rtin  td  other  Imaginary  heljp^  of  theit 
own,  and  they  prove  but  the  muitipHers  of  fortdar^^ 
and  add  to  their  torment :  They  are  mifef*dble  tx 
f roublefqme  tomfprten  \  like  >inlkiIfUl  phyii<t:^iah9,  that 
add  to  tne  patient's  p^n^  by  nauleouii  Ul  ehofeni  and, 
it  may^  tie,  pernicious  drugs. 

Now,  in  this  prayer  6f  David,  we  find  three  things^ 
which  are  the  chief  qualifications  of  all  acceptable 
firayers :  the  firit  is,  bumility.  He  buhfibly  cdnfefib 
his  fins,  abd  his  own  wibknefs  and  worthlefner^.  We 
are  not  to  put  on  a  ftoieal  flinty  kind  of  fpirlt  undei: 
0ur  affliAionsi  that  fo  W'«  may  f«em  to  fliuh  Wodian- 
lih  repinings  and  eoniplaipts,  Ifift  we  riih  into  the 
Other  evil^  of  d^f^D/  tbi  bund  t^f  Qod^  btit  we  are 
to  humble  our  proud  hearts,  and  break  olir  uttruly 
pafflons.  There  is  fomethipg  of  iW  in  the  nature  of 
afili^ion  itfiblf ;  as  in  the  diy^titne  nieti  are  abroad, 
t^ur  the  night  draws  them  hoaie^  fo  in  the  day  <:!* 
p^ofperity  faien  rUn  OfUt  after  vanities  and  pleafures, 
^nd  when  ^  the  dark  night  of  afBidtion  comes,  then 
tnen  iH6uld  leome  home,  and  wii^ily  lay  th«  matter  to 
heart..  It  '\%  meet  we  bumbU  Mrfihuef  unidr  tbe 
WSbiy  band  of  God.    It  is  meet  XQ  fay  ofito  him,  ^s 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


]qlt^xsxiY.  sj.  fbfivc  kcfn  fbufiiffd.pf  bavf  hrnf 
cbajlifemcnt^  and  I  nmli  nfit  i^end  nny  mare :  TJ«tf  U 
jj  )^}x\i  .of  l|W)giWjagp  tfc^t  m^ci  rtie  rgd  fell  out  of  his 
Wn4  ;  that  prii^er  gip^ods  j^igbeft  thftt  comes  frim 
f  j^e  lojy^ft  dept^  i9f  an  t^Qjmbjf 4  ^cart.  But  Gp4  r^- 
Ji/Ij  tki proud,  he  prj(M:ttiin)3  iiiu>fclf  ao  fiaeany  it9 
pf^<}^  Mid  ftiffnf^  pf  fpifit,  bi^t  hi$  f^w}Q  fcckf  thip 
j^^t^ie  ^eart,  t^  water  does  the  iow  ground. 

If  an  MoJy  ^eart  )>e  ilbe  ^^iW^/r  JifOfid^  ^nd  tiiej:^r 
f*^  a;n  ^i^^yjr  ^pr^cr^  cert^ftly  3»^hcn  it  is  fraiMd 
^d  byiM^d  fpr  f<^ch,  ttbe  fo^odition  of  tbtt  tci^pte 
is  laid  in  deep  humility,  otberwife  no  prayers  that 
^^  offered  Uf  io  k  have  the  (meU.of  pieafing  iocenfe 

TkP  ^cofxcl  q^^i^Q»us«x  of  this  prayer  h^ffmnny 
9»i  f^^r^y^m^y^  w\i\^  appeals  in  tne  elegant  gfada<^ 
jtjiqp  §rt*?e  vi^xii^%^  bcflr  n^  prapr^  my  words ;  if  noj: 
^li^t,  yet,  ffy€  ^ar  t^  my  cry^  wbicb  .is  iou^r  ;  aod  i^ 
tXa^K  preyail  ftpj;,  ye^^  £^(i!/#  i?C)/  ./Ajf  jh^^r^  at  my  tears, 
rV^fa^kh  isii]^lp|jdi^pf;a^:  $q  panrid,  elfej^rh^t  caUft 
fH  f^be  .fioue  of'  ^  nvfffing^  Tboogh^  this  ,gift  of  tear^ 
4ot^  j9^e«  flov  ifr^W  \m  oatwal  temper,  yet  where 
Xb^  t€mp(£r  ibiecQinM^  ^it^MJi  wd  ,re%ipus,  it  prov;e9 
fk  fyc^y^'^x  injirumenrt  of  ^epeotaooe  and  prayer*  Bwt 
^^t  jt^re  niay  he  a  yery^r^t  beigbt.of  piety  aod 
£fld»ly  a9(^^o!(i^  where  teai^  are  ivaotiog ;  yea,  this 
A^^  .»»ay  pr4)Qeed  ifrooi  a  jfingubr  fuidimity  of  ret. 
l^fiiojo  in  their  ,fooJ»i  *!eing.a<aed  jnar^e  in  itbe  uf>pcr 
region  of  the  intelledual  mind,  and  To  not  conuuiir 
jlViQ^tiog  mpeJb  ^ith  the  jowejr  {^f^^ons,  orlb^-^x- 
j|:^4piSp9js  pf  thenv  iWe  are  iK>t  to  iud«c  jrf  lOur  fpi- 
^ual  profip^c^py  by  r^tgift  ^f  prayer^  ^^r  the  <faeai]S 
jpaay^e  very)fpi^itjaally^e€ted^  where  ijiene  jis  «> 
j-^Qa^iimTp  or  yql^bility  pf  wprib  j  |the  ifuee  jiieafurc  of 
i>Hr  ig?<xwtih  is  i(9  i)e  fhad  /«»  ctur  hcdict^fs,  iwbicb 
|l^i«Miin  tbi^itp  feeAwv>9^r^^^^  ^re  e^ucified  tp 
tbe  world,  and  how  we  are  pouefled  wilth  the^o^eoif 
*^d^  ^and  ^V4ltb  ^r^Mtf  IqJ^^NeM^^  .ii^^ipo  widi  him, 
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and  dwelling  in  his  prefence  hereafter,  and  in  being 
conformed  to  his  will  here. 

It  is  the  greateft  folly  imaginable  in  ipme  to  Ihed 
tears  for  their  (ins^  and  within  a  little  while  to  re- 
turn to' them  again*;  they  think  there  is  fome  kind 
of  abfolotion  in  this  way  of  eafy  venting  themfelvcs 
by  tears  in  prayer,  and  when  a  new  temptation  re- 
turns,  they  eafily  yield  to  it.  This  is  Ughtnefs  and 
fooliflinefs,  like  the  inconftancy  of  a  woman,  who 
entertains  new  lovers  in  her  mourning  apparel,  ha- 
ving exprefied  much  forrow  and  grief  for  her  former 
hufband. 

Now,  fervency  in  prayer  hath  in  it,  i/l,  Attentive- 
nefs  of  mind.  If  the  mind  be  not  prefent,  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  much  of  the  heart  aifd  affedions  can  be 
there.  How  (ball  we  think  that  God  ffaall  hear  thefe 
prayers  which  we  do  not  hear  ourfelves  ?  And  (hall 
we  think  them  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  that  are  not 
worthy  of  our  thotights?  Yet  we  (hould  not. leave 
off  prayer  becaufe  of  the  wanderings  of  our  hearts  in 
it,  for  that  is  the  very  de(ign  of  the  devil,  but  (till 
we  muil  continue  in  it,  and  amend  this  fault  as 
much  as  we  can  'y  by  remembering,  in  the  entry,  with 
^hom  we  have  to  do,  by  freeing  our  minds  as  much 
as  may  be,-  from  the  entanglements  and  multiplicity 
of  buiinefs,  «and  by  labouring  to  have  our  thoughts 
often  in  heaven ;  for  where  the  heart  is  much,  it  will 
be  ever  and  anon  turning  thitherward,  without  any 
difficulty. 

adfyf  Fervency  of  prayer  hath  in  it  a»  intenie  bent 
of -the  affedions,  to  have  our  dcfires  as  ardent  as  caa 
be  for  the  pardon  of  fiti;  for  the  mortifying  our  lu(b 
and  paffions,  for  the  delivering  us-  from  the  love  of 
ourfelves  and  this  prefent 'world  ;  and  for  fuch  fphi* 
tual  things '  to  pray  ofteii,  add  -to  follow;  it  whh  im- 
jportunity,  that  is,  to  pra^  fervjehtly,  never 'to  reft  till 
atianfwer  come.  .. ,  ;  /  u  •  m  ... 
»  The:^A/#^rf-qualifil|atioa  is  >liir*,  Heb.  xi.^fiu  Ife 
wbo  comes  to  God  niujl  believe  ibat  be  is,  and  tbat  be 
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is  a  rewarder  of  all  that  diligently  feek  bim.  And 
certainly  as  he  that  comes  to  God  muft  believe  this, 
fo  he  that  believes  this  cannot  but  come  to  God ;  and 
if  he  be  not  prefently  anfwered,  he  that  believei^ 
makes  no  hade,  he  refolves  patiently  to  wait  for  the 
Lord,  and  to  go  to  no  other. 

Surely  there  is  much  to  be  had  in  prayer,  all  good 
may  be  obtained,  and  ^11  evil  averted  by  it,  yea,  it  is 
a  reward  to  itfel£  It  is  the  greateft  dignity  of  the 
creature  to  "be  admitted  to  converfe  with  God  \  and 
certainly  the  foul  that  is  much  in  prayer,  grows  in 
purity,  and  is  raifed  by  prayer  to  the  defpifing  of  all 
thefe  things  that  the  world  admires,  and  is  in  love 
with,  and  by  a  woflderful  way  is  conformed  to,  th^ 
likenefs  of  God. 

For  I  am  ajtranger  with  tbee^  and  a  fojourner^  as 
all , my  fathers  were.}  In  the  law,  God  recommends 
ftrangers  to  the  Care  and  compaffion  of  his  people : 
Now  David  returns  the  argument  to  him,  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  deal  kindly  with  him  ;  fsr  I  am  ajtran^ 
ger  with  tbee^,  that  is,  brfore  thee,  "  in  this  world 
**  wherein  thou  haft  appointed  me,  to  fojourn  a  few 
"  days,  and  I  betake  myfelf  to  thy  proteiflion  in  thia 
**  ftrange  country  ;  I  feek  ihelter  under  the  fhadow 
"  of  thy  wings,  therefore  have  compaffion  upon  me.'* 
He  that  looks  on  himfelf  as  a  ftranger,  and  is  fen- 
fible  of  the  darknefs  both  round  about  him  in  this 
wildernefs,  and  alfo  within  him,  be  will  often  put  up 
that  requeft  with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  19.  lam  ajlran^ 
ger  on  this  earth  ;  hide  not  thy  commandments  from  me  ; 
do  not  let  me  lofe  my  way.  And  as  we  flioald  ufe. 
this  argument  to  perluade  God  to  look  down  upon 
us,  fo  likewife  to  perfuade  ourftlves  to  fend  up  ouf 
hearts  and  defires  to  him.  What  is  thejoyof  our 
Kfe,' but  the  thoughts  of  that  other  life,  our  home> 
before  ns  ?  And,  certainly,  he  that  lives  mach  in  the(e 
thoilghts,.  fet  him  where  you  will  here,  he  is  not 
mach  pleafed  nor  difpleafed ;  but  if  his  Father  call 
hirti  home,  that  word  gives  him  bis  heart's  4efilPe;. 
i.-i       •  LEG- 
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V«r,  13.  OJpan  mt^  that  I  my  ucqver  Jlrcngth^  A^- 
fcr€  tgQ  betiff^  and  h  no  morp^ 

W0T  w  it  th»t  w<  do  QjQt  wtremely  \^^x,^  t^at 
which  W€  fo  defpcratcly  lovie,  fip  ?  For  tlje 
defi)nnity  of  i;tfi$lf  is  uQfpeAks^hle  -^  a)[)4  bffides,  it  is 
the  .caiife  of  aU  one  woes :  Sia  hf^ih  ppeped  the 
flwiMS,  and  liHf  in  ^11  the  deluges  of  |^rr<^Sy  whiph 
makes  the  life  of  poor  uwi  Qothiiig  eUe  \^  vanky 
and  raifery  ;  fo  that  the  meaneil  orator  in  the  world 
may  be  eloquent  enough  qo  that  Aifajeft.  What  is 
our  life,  but  a  continual  fucceflion  of  many  deaitJais  ? 
Though  we  ihouid  fay  apthiog  of  all  the  hittera^s 
and  vexations  that  are  hatched  under  the  fweetefi 
pkafures  ip  the  world,  ttUs  one  tjbipg  is  enough,  ithe 
multitudes  of  difeafes  and  pains,  the  yarp^ty  of  dJy- 
ftc^pers,  th^t  thofe  houfes  we  are  lodged  in  are  ex- 
ppfed  to.  Poor  creatures  are  ofi-tioses  tofled  betwiK^ 
two,  the  fear  of  deat^^  and  the  te4iou£h^s  of  iife  ; 
and  wider  thefe  fears  they  cannot  teU  whi^h  to 
choQ^.  Holy  men  are  not  exempted  from  fome  ap- 
preheofions  of  God's  difpleafiire  ;becaufe  of  tk^ic 
fii^s  ;  and  {hat  may  njkajke  them  qry  out  with  jDavji^, 
0  Spare  me^  that  ][  may  ucover  fircngti^^  before  Iga 
hence f  and  be  1^0  more.  Or,  perhaps,  this  may  be  ^  de^ 
fire,  not  fo  much  iimply  for  the  prolonging  pf  life^  as 
for  the  intermittii]^  <if  his  pain  ;  to  have  eiafe  fyogi 
tbe  prefent/mait :  t;he  extjreme  torment  of  fome£ck- 
neTs  may  d^aw  the  moil  :&iied  and  confident  fpirits  to 
cry  out  veryearfieftly  for  a  jiittle  brea^Qg ;  or  rather. 
If  jit  be  the  44?fire  of  a  Tf  coviery,  and  the  ^i«^iii^  pot 
pf  the  thread  pf  his  ^ife  a  little  Jo^g^  foircly  he  'mA 
tended  to  einploy  it  for  pod  and  his  feryicei  bi\t 
io^g  life  was  f«itatble  tio  (he  prc^nifes  of  th,^  xmfi  i 
(^  iie^^ki^  Jfa.  xxxyiii.  There  is  np  djw|^t;t|^ 
holy  m^  wder  the  Aaw^  k^^w  (pv^pf^  ^  ^ 
•        ^  ftate 
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itate  6f  imttidrHllty,  H6b.  t\. ;  thty^  efttlihg  thfcmfel?€6 
JIfMjfei'i  M  eari»i  6tgti«d  th^i  tbef  wet^  h&  fttangefft 
to  thtffe  thoukhte  V  bst  it  tfaftnot  b€  d^nkd,  ih«:  thit 
dodtiM  wfts.  Ddt  darkly  laid  idM  iii  the&  ttme^ ;  it  h 
Chrift  }t(m  tliat  ftill6  bttUgbi  ttf^  dnd  imm^rgalitjt  n 
Hgbtf  who  did  illiiminaU  \\k  ahd  imnftonality^  that: 
before  ftoc^  ifi  iht  dark- 

Sardy  th«  d^fite  of  llfir  te,  f6t  tht  mofi  j^rty  fan*- 
foal  and  bafe,  wbM  itiei^  defif%  that  th^y  may  Ritt 
enjoy  their  anim^  pleafuriii§$  add  are  loath  t^  be  part^ 
ed  from  them.  They  are  pleafed  to  term  ity  a  define 
to  live  and  repenj  ;  6tid  yet  ftw  do  it  tvBia  tbfey  arc 
fpared  j  likb  e^il  debt&r^,  wbti  d^itre  fotbearam^  from 
one  term  to  anofhiir,  but  t?ikh  ho  defign  at  all  topayw 
But  there  is  a  natami  deiird  of  life,  foMethiliig  of  ab^ 
horrence  of  nature  againft  the  dilToltttion  6f  th^fli  t*^ 
bernaclefi.  We  ane  loath  to  gd  forthi  like  ehil4reti 
who  airt  afraid  to  walk  in  th^  dark^  nbt  k^6WiAt 
wbac  may  be  there.  In  feme,  Aic^h  a  d^fire  ti  \m 
may  be  9ttj  feafonable ;  b^ing  fur|>fifed  by  fickne!^, 
and  appr€!hen(idnd  of  death,  and  fin  unpardohedt 
they  may  deflre  a  little  time  b^fot^  thfey  enter  intb 
eternity  ;  for  that  change  is  not  a  thing  cd  be  batard- 
cd  upon  a  few  days  or  hours  prepiration  :  I  will  not 
fay  that  death-bed  repentance  is  aitdgether  defperat#, 
but  certainly  it  ii  veVy  daog^i^us^  and  to  be  fufpbd- 
ed  ;  and  therefore,  the  deBre  <si  a  little  tim^i  long^f, 
in  fuch  a  caf*,  may  bcircry  allowable. 

I  will  not  deny  but  it  is  poffible,  even  for  a  bfelie- 
ver,  to  be  taken  in  ftich  a  poftijre,  that  it  inay  be  Vety 
uncomfortable  to  him  to  be  carried  <5fF  fo,  through 
the  affrightments  of  death,  and  his  dirkne&  as  to  his 
after-ftate:  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  an  argument 
of  a  g6pd  meafure  6^f  fpitituality  and  height  of  the 
love  of  Cod,  to  defire  to  depart^  and  he  dijfolved.  in  the 
midft  of  health,  and  the  affluence  of  worldly  66m. 
forts ;  but  for  men  to  deiire  and  wi(h  to  be  dead, 
when  they  are  troubled  and  vexed  with  any  thing,  is 
^ut  a  cbildifh  follyi  floWii^g  frodi  a  difcontented  mind, 

which 
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which  being  oyer,  they  defire  nothing  lefs  thstn  to 
die.  It  is  triie  there  may  be  a  natural  deiire  of  deotb, 
which  at  fometimes  hath  (hined  in  the  fpirits  of  fome 
natural  men  ;  and  there  is  much  reafan  for  it,  not 
only  to  be  freed  from  the  evils  and  troubles  of  this 
life,  but  even  from  thofe  things  which  many  of  this 
foolifli  world  account  their  happinefs^  fenfual  plea- 
fures,  to  eat  and  drink,  and  to  be  hungry  again  ;  and 
ftill  to  round  that  fame  courfe^  which,  to  fouls  that 
are  railed  above  fenfual  things,  are  burdenfome  and 
grievous. 

But  there  is  a  fpi ritual  defire  of  death,  which  is 
very  becoming  a  Chriftian ;  for  Jefus  Chrift  bath  not 
only  opened  very  clearly  the  dodlrine  of  eterqal  life, 
but  he  himfelf  hath  paffed  through  death,  and  lain 
down  in  the  grave ;  he  hath  perfumed  that  pafiage, 
and  warmed  that  bed  for  us ;  fo  that  it  is.fweet  and 
amiable  for  a  Chriftian  to  paj[s  through  and  follow 
him,  and  to  be  where  he  is.  It  is  a  ftrange  thing,  that 
the  fouls  of  Ghriftians  have  not  a  continual  defire  to 
go  to  that  company  which  is  above,  (finding  fo  much 
difcord  and  difagreement  among  the  heft  of  men  that 
are  here);  to  go  to  the  fpirits  efjujt  men  made  perfeSl^ 
where  there  is  ligh(  and  love,  and  nothing  elfe,  to  go  to 
the  company  of  angels^  an  higher  rank  of  blefled  fpirits, 
but  moft  of  all,  to  go  to  God,  and  to  Jejus  the  Media- 
tor of  the  New  Te/iament.  And,  to  fay  nothing  po- 
fitively  of  that  glory,  (for  the  truth  is,  we  can  fay 
nothing  of  it),  the  very  evils  that  deiath  delivers  the 
true  Chriftian  from,  may  make  him  long  for  it ;  for 
fuch  an  one  may  fay,  "  I  ftiall  die,  and  go  to  a  more 
**  excellent  country,  where  1  ftiall  be  happy  for  ever, 
**  that  is,  I  ftiall  die  no  more,  I  fliall  forrow  no  more, 
**  I  fliall  be  fick  no  more  ;  and,  which  is  yet  more 
*<  confiderable,  I  ftiall  doubt  no  more,  and  fliall  be 
«  tempted  no  more ;  and,  which  is  the  chiefeft  of  all, 
**  I  fliall  fin  no  more." 

End  of  the  LeHures  on  Pfalm  xxxix. 

EX. 
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•     LECTURE  I.    onVer.i -5, 

THE  divifion  of  this  chapter  (were  that  to  any 
great  purpofe)  may  be  ftated  thus  : 

I.  The  prophet's  vifion,  from  ver  i.  to  the  3.  In 
the  year  that  king  Uzziab  died  I  faw  alfo  the  Lord 

Jilting  upon  a  throne^  high  and  lifted  up^  and  his  train 
filled  the  temple.     2.  Above  it  Jlood  the  feraphims : 

each  one  had  fix  wings ;  with  twain  he  covered  bis 
face,  and  with  twain  he  covered  bis  feet,  and  with. 

twain  be  did  fly.  3.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and 
/aid.  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord,  0/  hofts  ;  the  whole 

eartl^is  full  of  his  glory. 

II.  The  effe&s  of  it  upon  him,  relating  to  his  callr 
ing,  from  ver.  4.— —13.  And  the  pofis  of  the  door 
moved  at  the  Voice  of  him  that  cried,  and  the  houfe  was 
filled  with  f moke,  &c. 

In  the  vifion,  befides  the  circumftances  of  time 
and  place  fpecified,  ver.  i.  we  have  a  glorious  repre- 
fentation  of  the  majefty  of  God,  ver.  2.  A  fuitable 
acclamation,  a  voice  of  praife  being  joined  with  it^ 
ver.  3,  4- 

The  effeds  of  it  on  the  prophet  towards  his  call- 
ing are  three,  viz.  I.  His  preparation  ;  II.  His  nuf- 
iBon ;  HI.  Jlis  meflage.  I.  The  preparation,  in  thefe 
two  particulars  :  i.  Humiliation  :  2.  Purification, 
ver.  6,  7.  a  deep  conviction,  and  then  effectual  remo^ 
val  of  pollution. 

Vol,  11.  3P  II. 
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IL  In  his  miffion  we  have  three  things  :  i.  God's 
inquiry  for  a  meflen^er,  vcr.  8.  former  part.  2.  The 
prophet's  offer  of  himfelf,  the  latter  part  of  ver.  8. 
3.  God's  acceptance,  ver.  9.  former  part.     Ill,  His 

meffagc,  a  heavy  commination,  from  ver.  9.- 12. 

yet  allayed  with  a  gracious  mitigation,  ver.  13.  The 
judgment  very  lailing  and  wafting,  yet  a  remnant 
referved. 

Ver.  I.  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziab  died  I  faw  alfo 
tbe  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne^  high  and  lifted  up^ 
and  bis  train  fitfed  tbe  temple. 

I  faw.']  Obferve  the  freedom  of  God  in  his  choice 
of  men  to  be  near  him  and  know  him  ;  and  in  the 
meafuring  oUt  tbe  degrees  of  difcovcry  unto  thofe 
men  differently,  fome  had  extraordinary  revelations ; 
and  though  prophetic  vifions  now  ceafe,  yet  there 
are  certainly  higher  and  clearer  corrufcationfr  of  God 
upon  fome  fouls,  than  many  others,  that  yet  are  chil- 
dren of  light,  and  piartake  of  a  meafure  of  that  light 
ihining  within  them  ;  thus  we  are  not  carvers  and 
cboofers,  and  therefore  are  not  peremptorily  to  dcfire 
any  thing  in  kind  or  meafue  that  is  iingular,  that 
were  pride  and  folly  ;  but  above  all  things  we  arc  to 
efleem,  and  fubmiffively  defire  ftill  more  and  more 
knowledge  of  God,  and  humbly  to  w^it  and  keep 
open  the  paflTage  of  light,  not  to  clofe  tb(^  windows, 
not  to  be  indulgent  to  any  known  fin,  or  impure  af- 
ftftion,  that  will  foon  obftruft  it :  Into  a  filthy  foul 
wifdom  will  not  enter. 

In  tbe  year  that  king  Uzziab  died  I  faw  tbe  Lord 
on  his  throne.']  There  is  another  king  named  here, 
to  denote  the  time  by,  but  he  was  a  difeafed  and  a 
dying  king,  who  lived  fome  years  a  leper,  and  then 
died.  Men  may  fpeak  in  a  court  ftyle  of  vain  wifhes, 
O  king  live  for  ever :  But  this  King  here  on  the 
throne,  is  indeed  the  King  immortal,  the  ever  living 
God. 

God 
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God  meafures  and  proportions  all  his  means  to 
their  ends.  When  he  calls  men  to  high  fervices,  he 
furniOies  them  with  fuitable  preparations  and  enable* 
ments:  Thus  here  with  the  prophet,  he  was  to  de- 
nounce heavy  things  againft  his  own  nation,  a  proud 
fiubborn  people^  to  deal  boldly  and  freely  with  the 
higheft,  yea,  with  the  king  himfelf,  chap.  vii.  and  he 
is  prepared  by  a  vifion  of  God.  What  can  a  man 
fear  after  that  ?  All  regal  majefty  and  pomp  looks 
petty  and  poor  aiftcr  that  fight.  Two  kings  together 
on  their  thrones  in  robes  royal,  (i  Kings  21.)  did  no 
whit  aftonifli  him  that  had  feen  a  greater ;  /  faw 
(fays  Micajah)  the  Ij>rd fitting  on  bis  throne^  and  all 
the  bofts  of  beaven  fianding  by.  Much  like  this  is  the 
vifion  of  Ifaiah,  here  before  us. 

Eyes  dazi^led  with  the  fun,  fee  not  the  glittering, 
of  drops  of  dew  on  the  earth,  and  thefe  are  quickly 
gone  with  all  their  faint  and  fading  glory,  to  a  foul 
^aken  with  the  contemplation  of  God.  How  iiieanly 
;4o  they  fpend  their  days,  that  beftow  them  on  count- 
ing money,  or  courting  little  earthen  idols  in  ambi- 
tion or  love.  From  how  high  a  ftand  doth  he  look 
down  on  thofe,  that  looks  on  ^God,  and  admires  his 
greatnefs,  wonders  at  what  he  fees,  and  ftill  feeks  af- 
ter more  ;  thefe  two  are  therefore  joined  together, 
Beboldihg  the  beauty  of  tbe  Lord^  and  inquiring  in  bis 
temple^  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  One  thing  ,bave  I  de fired  of 
the  Lord^  that  will  Ifeek  after  ;  that  I  may  dwell  in 
[the  houfe  of  tbe  Lord  all  tbe  days  of  my  life^  to  heboid 
the  beauty  of  tbe  Lordy  and  to  inquire  in  bis  temple. 

Ver,  2.  Above  it  flood  tbe  ferapbims :  each  one  bad 
fa  wings  ;  with  twain  he  covered,  bis  face^  and  wiib 
twain  be  covered  bis  feet,  and  with  twain  be  did  fly. 1 
Thefe  glorious  courtiers,  flaming  fpirits,  are  light  and 
kve,  whofe  very  feet  are  too  bright  for  us,  as  his 
^fece  is  too  bright  for  them,  and  they  .cry,  Holyy  holy, 
poly,  thrice  hdy,  raoft  holy  three,  one  God,  Lord  of 
\iofiSy  tbe  whole  earth  is  full  of  bis  glory.  *  This  they 

cry 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


396  EXPOSITORY   LECTURES  [yLECT.  U 

cry  one  to  another,  echoing  it,  and  returning  it  in* 
ceflantly;  they  that  praife  him  moft,  come  neareft 
their  life.  When  we  are  to  pray,  or  offer  any  wor- 
ihip  to  the  Great  God  thus  on  his  throne  above,  and 
the  diffufion  of  hi»  glory  there,  in  the  fan<^uary,  jefpe- 
cially  in  folemn  worlhip  there,  let  us  think  of  his 
train  filling  the  upper  temple,  and  fo  ftoop  low  and 
fall  down  before  him,  (Holy^  boly^  boly.)  This  is  the 
main  thing  wherein  he  is  glorious,  and  we  are  to 
know  and  adore  him  in  this  view,  and  abhor  our- 
felves  as  in  his  fight. 

Ver.  3.  jind  one  cried  unto  another^  and  faid^  Holy, 
bofyf  boly  is  tbe  Lord  of  bojls^  the  whole  earth  is  full 
of  bis  glory. 

The  whole  earth.}  So  many  creatures  and  various 
works  and  affairs,  fruits  and  plants,  and  rich  com- 
modities, and  fo  many  calamities  and  miferies,  that 
kingdoms  and  people  are  affliAed  with,  as  by  turns, 
and  fo  many  diforders,  and  fuch  wickednefs  of  men 
in  public  and  private  matters ;  and  yet  in  all  thefe 
varieties  and  contrarieties  of  things,,  this  one  is  the 
fum  of  all,  and  all  taken  up  in  it,  the  whole  earth  is 
full  of  his  glory,  in  framing  and  upholding,  in  ruling 
and  ordering  all,  what  a  depth  of  power  and  wif- 
dom  ! 

Ver.  4.  Thepqfis  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice  of 
him  that  cried,  and  the  houfe  was  fitted  with  f moke. 

How  true  muft  that  be,  that  at  his  voice  the  earth 
quakes,  and  the  mountains  tremble,  when,  at  the  voice 
of  an  angel,  crying  or  proclaiming  his  name,  the  very 
threftiold  of  the  temple  (the  then  holieft  part  of  the 
earth)  moves :  This  in  the  vifion  was  intended  to 
reprefent  the  dreadfulnefs  of  his  great  name,  that 
vile  men  dare  bafile  in  vain  oaths^  and  can  ^eak 
thereof  without  fenfe :  But  hearts  that  are  indeed  his 
living  temples^  will  find  this  refentraent,  when  his 

name 
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name  is  proclaimed,  or  when  they  mention  or  think 
of  it,  the  pojl  will  be  moved  with  an  awful  trembling* 
And  the  boufe  was  filled  with  fmokeJ]  This  was 
here  a  fymbol  of  the  prefence  And  majefty  of  God, 
(Ffal.  xcvii.  2.  Clouds  and-  darknefs  are  round  about 
him,  rigbteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  habitations  of 
ins  tbronejl  not  a  fignal  of  difpleafure,  as  fpme  take  it. 
He  dwells  in  light  that  is  inaccejjible,  and  round  about 
is  thick  darknefs^  {hutting  out  the  weak  eyes  of  men, 
that  were  not  able  to  abide  the  brightnefs  of  his* 
glory  :  Much  of  our  knowledge  here  lies  in  this,  to 
know  that  we  know  him  not,  and  much  of  our  praife, 
to  confefs  that  we  cannot  praife  him ;  filentiwn  tibi 
lausy  as  they  read,  PfaL  Ixv.  i, 

Ver,  5.  Tbenfaid  I^  Wo  is  me  I  for  lam  undone;  be- 
eaufe  lama  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midjl 
of  a  people  of  unclean  lips  :  for  mine  eyes  havefeen  the 
King,  the  Lord  ofbojls. 

Then  faid  I,  fVo  is  me.}  He  is  not  lifted  up  with 
the  dignation,  that  he  (hould  be  honoured  with  fuch 
a  vifion  of  God ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ftruck  with 
humble  holy  fear,  Oh,  /  am  undone  !  This  is  much  of 
the  exercife  of  fouls  admitted  neareft  to  God^  even 
this  aftonilhment  and  admiration,  that  vfucli  as  they 
fhould  be  regarded  and  raifed  to  that  height,  and 
holy  fear  in  a  fenfe  of  their  unholinefs.  When  the 
bicffed.virgin  heard  a  voice  very  much  to  her  own 
advantage,  (Luke  i.  28,  29.  And  the  angel  came  in 
unto  her,  and  faid,  bail,  thou  art  highly  favoured,  the 
Lord  is  with  thee:  hie  {fed  art  thou  among  women.  And^ 
whenjbefaw  him,Jhe  was  troubled  at  bis  faying,  and 
caji  in  her  mind  what  manner  of  falutation  this  Jhould 
be,)  inftead  of  riling  in  her  own  conceit  upon  it,  Ihe 
was  troubled,  and  marvelled  what  manner  of  faluta- 
tion it  Ihould  be,  and  was  ftruck  with  fear  \  fo  that 
the  angel  found  it  needful  to  {uy^fear  not^ 

lUufions  and  deceits  of  fpirit  of  this  kind  cannot  be 
better  differenced  from  true  manifeftatians  of  God, 

than 
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than  by  this,  that  they  may  breed  pride  and  pi^efump- 
tion  in  the  heart,  make  it  vain  and  haughty,  but  true 
fenfes,  and  joys,  and  difcoveries  of  love,  in  what  kind 
foever,  do  mod  powerfully  humble.  //  ejt^  quifuper- 
hire  non  potejl^  cut  Deus  ojlendit  tnifericordiam  fuam. 
Aug. 

Then /aid  I^  Wo  is  me  !  for  lam  undone;  becaufe  Ia0i 
a  man  of  unclean  lips.'}  The  mother  and  nurfe  of  pride 
is  ignorance  of  God.  ,A  fmali  glance  of  him  will 
make  the  beft  of  men  abhor  themfelves,  and  ftill  the 
nearer  fight  of  him,  the  lower  conceit  will  there  be 
of  felf,  and  the  deeper  fenfe  of  impurity  and  vilenefs : 
this  tells  us,  though  we  hear  and  fpeak  of  God,  alas  ! 
we  know  him  not. 

I  am  a  man  of  polluted  lips.}  He  mentions  this  the 
rather,  becaufe  he  heard  that  fong  which  he  would 
have  joined  with,  but  durft  not,  becaufe  of  polluted 
tips  /  thus  we  muft  confcfs  we  are  polluted  all  over  j 
but  much  of  our  pollution  breaks  out  by  the  lips, 
yet  commonly  we  think  not  on  it.      ^ 

I  am  undone.}  We  could  not  indeed  bear  much, 
not  (ee  God  and  live  )  therefore  he  vails  himfelf ;  but 
fure  we  might  fee  much  more  than  wo  do,  and  live 
the  better  for  it,  the  more  humbly  and  holily.  Our 
pollutions  hinder  and  unfit  us,  as  he  implies,  when  be 
lays,  a  man  of  polluted  lips :  But  oh  !  that  we  faw  fo 
much  of  him  as  to  fee  this  pollution,  that  makes  us 
fo  unworthy  and  fo  unfit  to  fee  him. 

He  firft  cries,  I  am  a  man  of  polluted  lips,  and  then 
adds,  /  dwell  in  the  midjl  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips  J] 
This  is  the  true  method  ;  there  can  be  no  right  fenfe 
of  pollutions  about  us,  but  that  which  begins  witb  a 
fenfe  of  thofe  within  us.  Few  men  reiled  much  on 
themfelves,  or  if  they  do,  they  view  themfelves  by  a 
falfe  light. 

PoUnted  lips.}  This  he  fays  in  regard  of  the  voice 
he  heard;  and  with  regard  to  the  much  irreverence 
With  which  we  mention  God,  both  minifters  and 
people,  as  alfo  much  of  all  oar  heai't  pollutions,  have 
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their  vent  this  way  ;  fo  the  promife  of  fandifying  his 
people  runs  much  on  this,  Xeph.  iii.  8.  and  1 2.  They 
of  a  pure  lip  (hall  offer ;  all  are  of  the  holy  order^  a 
r<>yal  prieftboodf  and  through  fandified  lips,  as  the 
cencer,  ftill  they  offer  incenfe  of  prayer  and  praife. 
Re  is  a  perfeSt  mah  tba$  offends  not  in  wofd^  James  iii. 
\Q..  Commonly  hy  much  fpeaking  there  is  much  pollu- 
tion; in  many  words  there  wants  not  Jin^  Prov.  x. 
19. ;  therefore,  let  your  fpeecb  be  always  feafon- 
ed  witb  faltj  Col.  iv.  6.  Now,  many  fpeeches  need 
much  fait,  otherwife  fome  part  will  he  rotten,  at  leail 
unfavoury ;  inuch  of  the  fin  of  the  land  confifts  in 
this ;  there  are  few  companies  where  Go$l  is  not 
difhonoured  and  provoked  by  their  communication ; 
and  till  this  be  laid  to  heart,  judgment  will  multiply^ 
and  grow  inftead  of  decreafing.  Few,  even  of  thefe 
that  fear  the  Lord,  /peak  often  one  to  another,  in  a 
ftrain  that  God  delights,  not  only  to  hearken  to,  biit 
to  write  down,  and  regifter  for  their  good. 

And  dwell  amidjl  a  people  of  unclean  lipsJ]  We 
infed  each  other  when  we  meet ;  little  converfethat 
a  man  returns  the  better  by,  yea,  by  the  mod  is  the 
worfe ;  he  brings  back  often  more  pollution,  more 
folly  and  vanity  by  mod  companies  and  dilcourfes  j 
"but  we  fee  here,  that  impurity  humbly  acknowledged 
is  gracioufly  renioved. 


LECTURE    11. 

On  Ver.  6 8. 

Ver.  6.  Then  flew  one  of  the  Serapbims  unto  me,  ha- 
ving  a  live  coal  in  bis  band,  which  be  bad  taken  with 
the  tongs  from  off  the  altar. 

IMpuwty  well  difcovered  to  a  man  is  half  cured  ; 
whenfoever  God  gracioufly  fhews  a  man  his  own 
unfandlifiednefs,  there  he  goes  on  to  cleanfe  and  fanc- 

tify 
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tify  him ;  the  light  that  difcovers  is  followed  with  a 
burning  coal  that  purges  away. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  that  purifying  fire,  a  touch  of  it 
cleanfeth  the  hearts  and  lips,  and  all,  add  kindles  that 
affedion  in  the  foul  that  cannot  die  out,  that  many, 
that  no  waters  can  quench  again.  It  doth  this  to  all 
that  are  fandified,  but  eminently  (it  doth  it,  or  at 
lead  they  defire  it  may)  to  thefe  that  are  to  be  the 
inftruments  of  enlightening,  purging  and  kindling 
others :  So,  in  the  refemblance  oi fiery  tongues ^  came 
down  this  Spirit  on  the  Apoftles,  and  thence  they 
themfelves  were  as  burning  coals  feattered  through 
the  nations,  bleft  incendiaries  of  the  world,  fetting  it 
on  fire  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  ianquam  ligna  ardentia 
difperfa.     Aug. 

Vcr.  7.  And  he  laid  it  upon  my  mouthy  and/aid^  Lo^ 
this  bath  touched  thy  lips,  and  thine  iniquity  is  taken 
away,  and  thy  fin  is  purged. 

Thine  iniquity  is  taken  away.]  How  impure  foever 
before.  This  free  gratcc  is  wonderful,  to  make  feme 
that  have  been  notorioufly  unclean,  by  the  change 
wrought  by  this  fire,  the  touch  of  a  coal,  to  become 
eminently  gracious,  and  meflengers  of  grace  to  others, 
carrying  this  and  fpreading  it.  They,  though  origi- 
nally of  dark  clay,  are  by  this  fire  made  tranfparent 
glafs,  through  which  the  light  of  the  gofpel  Ihines 
into  the  Church. 

This  coal,  taken  from  the  altar,  may  denote, the  de- 
riving of  the  Spirit  from  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Prieft, 
Altar,  Sacrifice,  and  all,  by  which  we  are  purged  and 
made  fit  for  his  fervice;  he  is  the  fountain  of  light, 
and  life,  and  purity,  and  all  grace  to  his  meflengers 
and  all  his  followers.  His  grace  is  indeed  a  live  coal, 
where  heavenly  heat  is  mixed  with  earth,  the  fulnefs 
of  the  Godhead  with  our  nature  in  human  flcfh : 
Thence  we  draw  near,  and  cfpecially  they  that  bear 
his  name  to  men,  in  a  fenfe  of  their  own  impurity, 
intreat  his  touch,  as  devout  Bernard,  and  in  a  holy 
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hyperbole,  "  Had  the  Prophet  need  of  a  coal ;  Oh 
"  then  grant  for  me  a  whole  globe  of  fire,  to  purge 
*'  away  my  filthinefs,  and  make  me  a  fit  meflenger  to 
"  this  people  I'^ 

JZjy  Jin  is  purged.']  The  children  of  God  are 
a  wonder  to  themfelves,  when  that  Spirit  comes  ia 
that  conquers  ?ind  purges  fo  fuddenly  and  eafily  what 
they  before  groan  under,  and  wreftle  with  very  long  to 
little  or  no  purpofe.  It  is  a  change  of  the  right  band 
of  the  Moji  High,  as  the  Latin  reads  that  word  in 
Pfalmlxxvii.  lo,  I  faid.  This  is  my  infirmity^  but  I 
will  remember  the  years  of  the  right  band  of  the  Mojl 
High;  mutatio  dextra  Excelfi :  a  touch  of  that  will 
cleanfe  and  heal;  the  all-purifying  virtue  of  his  Spirit, 
whereof  this  baptifm  of  the  Prophet's  lips  was  a 
fymbol,  takes  away  the  drofs,  which  by  other  means 
than  that  ;/?r^  cannot  be  purged  -:  So  in  metals  much 
pains  may  be  taken,  and  ftrength  of  hand  ufed  with 
little  efFed,  at  moft  that  does  but  fcratch  the  fuperr  , 
ficies,  makes  the  outfide  a  little  bright  and  (hiningg^ 
but  fevers  not  the  drofs  from  within  ;  that  cannot  be 
done  without  fire.  Have  we  not  found  how  vainly 
we  attempt,  while  God  withholds  his  hands?  yea^ 
while  a  m^n  fancies  felf-purenefs,  he  is  the  more  im- 
pure, as  Job  ix.  30,  31.  If  I  wajb  my f elf  with  fnowr- 
water ^  and  make  myfelf  ever  fo  clean,  yet  fhalt  thou 
plunge  me  in  the  ditch,  and  mine  own  clothes  Jhall  abr 
bor  me :  Therefore  prayer  is  the  great  refource  of  a 
foul  under  a  fenfe  oi  uncleannefs,  begging  a  new 
creation ;  fo  it  is  indeed ;  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0 
God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me^  Pfal.  li.  id,  ; 
following  God  with  this  fuit,  and  refolving  to  follow 
him  till  he  grant  it ;  for  we  well  know  he  is  able, 
and  may  fay,  Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canjl  make  me 
^lean. 

This  fire  hath  two  effeds ;  it  works  t}urity  and  ac- 
tivity, it  takes  away  fin,  and-  puts  in  fpirit  and  life 
for  obedience ;  and  fo  here,  thy  Jin  is  purged ;  and 
jhen,  fays  he,  Hert  am  I;  fend  me :  an^  the  former  is 
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effedual  towards  the  latter;  the  more  the  foul  is 
cleanfed,  the  more  alive  and  able  it  is  made  for  fer-» 
vice.  The  purging  qut  of  thofe  fickly  humours 
makes  it  more  vigorous  and  able,  whereas  they  a- 
)iounding,  clog  the  fpirits^  and  make  the  vital  op^ra- 
tions  heavy  and  weak.  A  foul  well  cleanfed  from 
the  love  of  fin,  and  the  world,  ^nd  felf,  is  in  a  healths 
ful  temper,  and  goes  nimbly  to  any  work  ;  outward 
difcouragements  and  difficulties  are  then  nothing :  a 
fevefifli  diftemper  within,  hinders  and  makes  one 
lazy  and  unwieldy,  unwilling  and  unable  to  labour ; 
but  that  well  purged  and  cured,  he  pares  lefs  for  the 
hot  weather  without ;  ftrength  of  nature  endures  that 
more  eafily.  Oh  T  how  fweet  to  be  thus  adted  by 
love  I  pure  intention  and  defire  of  doinjg^  Qod  fervice, 
and  bringing  him  in  glory  !  Other  niqtives,  or  the 
fXiixtures  of  them,  are  bafe  j  and  though  God  may 
Itiake  ufe  fometimes  of  fuch,  yet  he  fees  within,  and 
knows  what  fpnng  makes  the  wheels  go,  and  he  gives 
them  their  reward  here,  forncwbat  pollibly  of  that 
they  feek,  (fuccefs,  and  ci-edit,  and  a  name),  but  the 
after  reward  of  faitiful  fervants  they  nped  not  loi>k 
for  in  that  work ;  for  they  receive  their  reward,  and 
can  they  exped  more  ?  Many  an  Here  am  /,  comes 
from  other  incentives  than  an  ahar  CQal ;  ^nd  fo  they 
may  burn  and  ftiine  a  while,  but  they  foon  confu^ie 
^nd  die  out  in  a  fnuff;  the  heavenly  altar  fire  alone 
keeps  in,  and  returns  to  heaven  where  i%  was  kin- 
dled. 

There  is  many  a  hot  furious  march  under  the  fena- 
blance  and  name  of  zealrfor  God,  that  loves  to  be  feen, 
as  Jehu,  2  Kings  x.  i6.  Cofne  with  me,  and  Jee  my 
zeal  for  the  Lord.  Such  perfons  m^y  flatter  them- 
felves  into  that  conceit  in  the  heat  of  adion,  to  think 
it  is  for  God,  while  he  fees  through  it,  and  judges  it 
1^  it  is,  T^eal  for  felf  and  their  own  intereft  ;  and  h^ 
gives  them  accordingly  fome  hireling  journeyman's 
wages,  and  then  turns  them  oflf*  But  Oh  I  where 
the  heart  is  purely  afted  \>^  §  4^fir?  of  this  glory, 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


irxR.  7.]  OK  tSAUH  ^^u  403 

and  feek3  nothing  elfe  ;^^  &r  fuch  remains  th&t  bleifed 
word,  iVell  done  good  and  faithful  fervant^  enter  int9 
tby  Mafter^sjoy. 

This,  then,  is  to  be  fought  for  by  minifters  and  e^i* 
minent  fervstnts  in  public  affairs^  yea,  by  all  that 
offer  any  fervice  to  God^  a  readinefs  from  love ;  fome^ 
thing  of  this  there. is  in  all  that  are  truly  his,  though 
held  down  in  many,,  and  almoft  fmothered,  with 
rubbifh  ;  and  in  thefe  there  is  fome  mixture  of  iSefli 
drawing  back,  Hbe  fpirit  is  ready,  but  the  fiejb  is 
iveak,  and  a  load  to  it,  hindering  its  working ;  and 
this  ftrife  is  oQen  found  as  a  horfe  to  an  unikilful 
rider,  at  once  pricked  \<rith  the  fpur,  and  checked 
'  with  the  bridle :  But  where  this  fpirit  of  love  is,  it 
doth  prevail^  and  waftes  that  oppofition  daily,  and 
groweth  in  ftrength,  more  quick  and  ready,  more 
freed  from  felf,  and  a£led  by  the  will  of  God ;  attaint- 
ing fomewhat  further  in  that  conformity  with  hea* 
Ten,  where  Ihall  be  no  will  ftriving  but  His  alone^ 
where  thofe  glorious  bright  fpirits  (land  ready  for 
all  commands,  that  excel  in  flrengtb,  and  employ  it 
all  to  do  his  commandments,  Pfal.  ciii.  20. ;  and  the 
ixiore  like  them  we  be  here,  the  more  lively  hope 
have  we  to  be  fliortly  With  them,  and  to  be  wholly 
as  they  are. 

Ver,  8.  Alfo  I  heard  the  voice  of  tbe  Lord^  faying^ 
Wbomjball  I  fend,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?  Then  f aid 
I,  Here  am  I;  fend  me. 

This  inquiry  imports  not  a  doubtful  deliberation 
in  God,  but  a  purpofe  to  fend.  He  is  reprefented  as 
a  king,  adviiing  with  himfelf  or  council;  and  this  is 
by  fome  conceived  as  an  intimation  of  the  myftery; 
of  the  Trinity,  as  Gen.  i.  26  ;  and  Ood  faid.  Let  us 
make  man  in  our  own  imaga  Whomjhall  I  fend,  and 
who  wilt  go  for  us  ?  But  were  there  not  ready  mil- 
lions of  thefe  winged  meffengers;  what  need  therl 
fuch  a  word  ?  True,  angels  were  ready,  but  a  man 
was  fought  J  God,  vouchfafing  to  fend  an  embafly  to 

men^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


404  EXPOSITORY .  LECTURES       [iEdTi  Ui 

men,  will  fend  one  that  might  fpeak  their  language 
to  them,  and  might  day  and  treat  with  them  in  a  fa- 
miliar friendly  way,  (an  ambalTador  in  ordinary  ta 
lie  ftill  and  treat  with  them) ;  and  in  this  condefcen- 
fion  much  wifdom  and  love  appears  j  he  will  take  men 
fubjeft  to  the  like  infirmities  and  pollutions  with  the 
people,  as  the  Prophet  here  acknowledges,  but  one 
purged  from  thefe  pollutions,  made  holy,  though  not 
perfe6lly,  yet  eminently  holy.  This  is  very  fuitablc, 
were  not  men  invindibly  obftinate,  more  fuitable  than 
that  God  Ihould  fend  by  angels,  that  one  of  them- 
felves  fhould  come  and  deal  with  men  for  God,  and 
bear  witnefs  of  this  gracioufnefs  and  readinefs  to  for- 
give, fo  as  td  give  himfelf  for  an  inftance  of  it,  and 
lay,  *^  I  Ifave  found  him  fo*"  And  they  being 
changed  and  fandlified,  ftiow  really  that  the  thing  may 
be  done  ;  that  it  is  feafible  to  fandify  a  finner  ;  and 
fo  finful  men  appear  to  be  fitter  for  this  fervice  than 
embodied  angels. 

I/aid,  Here  am  I ;  fend  me.}  What  a  bleffed  change 
on  Paul  call  to  the  ground  !  his  own  will  was  broke 
all  to  pieces,  and  now  he  is  only  for  His  fervice,  whofe 
name  he  fo  hated,  and  perfecuted  his  fervants  j  Lord^ 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?  A£ts  \%.  6. ;  thefe  are  the 
very  words  and  charafters  of  a  true  convert,  and  thus^ 
the  foul  turned  to  Chrift  may  in  fome  cafes  doubt  what 
is  his  will,  but  that  once  refolved,  there  is  po  delibe- 
ration whatever  to  do  it  or  not.  He  fays  not,  if  the 
fervice  be  honourable  or  profitable^  that  is,  carrying 
worldly  credit  or  profit  in  it,  then  will  I  dp  it ;  no,  but 
whatever  it  is,  if  it  be  thine,  and  thou  appoint  me  to 
it,  here  am  I;  and  this  makes  the  meaneft  work  of  this 
ftation  excellent. 

Then  /aid  I,  Here  am  /.]  A  ftfarige  change  in  the 
Prophet,  even  now  an  undone  man;  arid  here  prefent- 
iy  a  ready  meffenger,  and  fo  turned  an  angel.  Some- 
thing of  this  mod  find  that  are  truly  called  to  this 
high  work  of  delivering  ipeltages  from  God  ;  fomfe- 
times  a  fenfe  of  pollution  benumbs  and  ftrikes  them 

dead, 
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dea(},  and  anon  again  they  feel  the  flame  of  love 
kindled  with  that  coal,  quickening  them  to  fuoh  a 
readinefs,  and  fuch  free  offers  of  themfelves  to  fer- 
vice,  as  to  thofe  that  underftand  not  the  reafon  of  it» 
would  feem  prefumptuous  fonvardnefs ;  and  there 
may  be  in  fome  minds,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  a 
ftrange  mixture  and  eounterv«^orkin^  of  thefe  two  to- 
gether; a  fcnfe  of  unfitnefs  and  unworthinefs  draw- 
ing back,  arid  yet  the  ftrength  of  love  driving  for- 
ward, thinking  thus,  "  How  can  I,  who  am  fo  filthyi 
*•  fo  vile,  fpeak  of  God  ?  yet  hath  he  fliown  tae 
**  mercy,  how  then  can  1  be  filent  ?'* 

Send  me.]  Mofes'  reiudance,  this  fame  Prophet 
would  hare  vented  too  before  the  tpuch  of  the  coal^ 
while  he  faid,  tVo  is  iftej  I  am  undone^  or  ftruck 
down,  as  the  wdrd  ftiay  fignify,  cannot  fpeak  witH 
fuch  unholy  lips  of  fo  holy  a  God^  Ifaiah  criesout 
of  polluted  lips,  as  Mofes  complained  of  ftammeting 
lips  ;  and  this  is  fit  to  precede,  firft  a  fenfe  of  extreme 
inability  and  indignity,  and  then,  upon  a  change  and 
call,  ready  obedienqe.  A  man  once  undone  and  dead^ 
and  then  recovered,  is  the  only  fit  meflenger  for  God  ; 
in  fuch  an  one  love  overcomes  all  difficulties  without 
and  within,  and  in  his  work  no  confiraint  is  he  feel-^ 
ing  but  that  of  love,  and  whtre  that  is,  no  other  will 
be  needed  ;  the  fweet  all-powerful  conftraint  of  love 
will  fend  thee  alUcheerful,  though  it  were  through 
the  fire  or  water :  No  water  can  quench  it,  nor  fire 
out-burn  it ;  it  burns  hotter  than  any  other  kindled 
againft  it ;  after  the  touch  of  that  coal,  no  forbearing* 
( Jer.  XX,  9.  Bat  his  word  was  in  my  heart  as  a  burning 
Jire^Jhut  up  in  my  bones,  and  I  was  weary  with  for-^ 
bearing,  I  could  not  Jlay.  .1  Pet,  v.  2,  Feed  the  flock 
ef  God  which  is  among  you,,  taking  the  overfight  tbere^ 
of,  not  by  conftraint,  but  willingly ;  not  for  filthy 
lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind).  Yet  he  fays,  fend  me; 
though  he  had  fo  ardent  a  defire  and  readinefs  to  go^ 
yet  he  will  not  go  unfent,  but  humbly  offers  himfclf, 

and 
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and  ^aita  both  for  his  commiflioD  and  inftrudiom  ^ 
and  how  awful  are  thej  ! 


LECTURE    III. 

Vcr,  9.  jtnd  be  /aid.  Go  and  tell  this  people ^  Hear  ye 
indeed^  but  under/land  not ;  and  fee  ye  indeed,  but 
perceive  not. 

Vcr.  lo*  Mate  tbe  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make 
their  ears  heavy,  and  Jhut  their  eyes\  left  they  fee 
with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and 
under/land  with  their  heart,  and  con^rt,  and  be 
healed. 

HIS  meflage  you  fee  is  moft  fad^  and  fo  he  is  puf 
to  it,  put  to  tbe  trial  of  his  obedience,  sts  men 
iifually  are  according  to  the  degree  of  their  fitnefs. 
Kothing  is  more  fweet  to  a  meflenger,  than  to  have 
good  news  to  carry.  Ob  !  it  is  a  bleffed  fweet  thing 
Xo  convert  fouls  !  But,  how  heavy,  to  harden  them  by 
preaching !  Tet  thus  it  is  to  many,  at  fome  times, 
and  almoft  generally  to  all ;  certainly  before  this 
much  Had  been  heard  and  defpifed ;  they  had  been 
hardening  their  own  heiMrts,  and  now  they  fhall  have 
e.nough  of  it ;  their  very  fin  ftiall  be  their  plague,  a 
plague  of  all  others  the  moil  terrible ;  yet,  as  was  faid 
above,  there  are  times  of  the  height  of  this  plague, 
as  of  others^  and  this  was  one  of  thofe  times  of  its 
raging  mortality.  Tbe  Prophet  did  nothing  but 
preach,  and  yet  they  were  ftupified  by  it ;  and  in- 
deed  wherever  the  word  does  not  foften  and  quick* 
en,  it  hardens  and  kills ;  ^nd  the  more  lively  the  tni- 
niftry  of  the  word  is  where  it  works  this  effeft,  the 
more  deeply  doth  it  work  it. 

This  was  verified  on  the  Jews ;  though  then  God's 
own  people,  yet  it  was  verified  on  them  to  the  ut- 
moft  ;  and  this  context  is  often  cited  againft  them  in 
the  New  Tettament,  no  place  fo  often.    So  ei^cellent 
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a  preacher  as  Ifaiab,  and  fo  well  reputed  dmongft  his 
people,  yet  was  fent  to  preach  them  blind,  and  deaf^ 
an^  dead  ;  and  this  fame  does  the  gofpel  to  moil  of 
many  a  congregation  in  Scotland  :  and  the  more  of 
Chriil  that  is  fpoken,  the  more  are  unbelievers  harden^ 
ed.  Ifaiah,  the  moft  evangelical  of  all  the  Prophets,  w^ 
yet  brought  to  that.  Who  bath  believed  our  report  P  Yea, 
this  was  fulfilled  in  the  preaching  of  Chrift  him* 
felf ;  as  the  hotter  the  fun,  the  more  is  the  clay  hard-? 
fned*     • 

Go  tell  tbis  people.^   Obferve  the  mighty  power  of 
the  word,  to  whatfoever  it  is  fent ;  as  it  is  wonderful'?' 
ly  efficacious  for  foftening,  melting,  reducing  to  God  ; 
fo,  if  it  be  fent,  to  harden,  to  feal  to  judgment,  to  bring 
in  and  haiten  it;  and  therefore  fpoke  of,  as  efieding 
the  things  it  fpeaks ;  as  in  Jer*  1.  lo.  See^  I  bave  tbis 
day  Jet  tbee  over  tbe  nations^  and  over  tbe  kingdoms'^  to 
root  out^  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  dejlroy,  aM  to  tbrow 
down,  to  build  and  to  plant ;  £zek*  xliii.  3.  And  it 
was  according  to  tbe  appearance  of  tbe  vi/ion,  wbicb  I 
faw  wben  I  came  to  dejlroy  tbe  city ;  Hofeah  vi.  5. 
Tberefore  haw  I bewed  tbem  by  tbe  Prophets;  I  bave 
Jlain  tbem  by  tbe  words  of  my  mouth.     Therefore  de- 
fpife  it  not,  fpiritual  judgments  are  the  hcavieft  of  all ; 
though  leaft  felt  for  a  time,  yet  they  flick  clofeft,  ^nd 
prove  faddeft  in  the  end  :  The  not  feeling  is  a  great 
part  of  the  plague ;  in  this  is  the  nature  and  maligni- 
ty of  the  difeafe,  that  it  takes  away  the  fight  and 
fenfe  of  other  things,  and  of  itfclf.     The  plague  is  a 
difeafe  feizing  on  the  fpirits,  and  therefore  is  fo  dan«> 
gerous ;  but  this  only  feize«  on  the  fpirit  of  the  mind  ; 
and  is  any  thing  fo  dreadful  ?  Oh  !  any  plague  but  that 
of  the  heart.  People  think  it  a  good  thing  not  to  feel 
the  word,  not  to  be  troubled :   Well,  as  they  love 
this,  they  are  filled  with  it,  and  fhall  have  enough 
of  it ;  fo  in  felf-love,yi/i  amatorjibi  dat.  God  is  righte-r 
pus  and  pure  in  this,  there  are  many  vain  cavils  about 
Jiis  working  on  the  heart  to  harden,  which  arife  ixoxsx 
^njgnorai^t  low  conceit  pf  God,  as  of  a  dependent  be- 
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ing,  or  tied  to  la^s,  or  to  give  account.  We  ought 
lather  to  tremble  before  him;  bedotb  no  iniquity  ;  and 
we  (hall  be  forced  to  confefs'  it.  Many  ways  of  his 
are  obfcure,  but  none  are  unjuft.  Find  we  not  this 
people  fit  under  the  found,  and  are  many  of  them  as 
if  abfenty  as  if  they  had  never  heard  fuch  things 
fpoke  of?  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  all  thefe  ;  bearing  bear^ 
hat  underjiand  not :  others  are  yet  worfe  ;  they  get  a 
kind  of  knowledge,  but  it  is  dead,  and  works  no- 
thing ;  thefe  fee^  and  yet  perceive  not,  and  know  not 
even  what  they  know  j  moft  are  of  this  fort,  and  they 
are  of  all  others  the  worft  to  convince.  When  they 
are  told  of  Chrift,  and  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  are 
entreated  to  believe  thefe  myfteries,  they  cry  out.  Oh ! 
we  do,  we  know  them,  and  can  anfwer,  if  you  aflc  us, 
what  thefe  dodrines  are.  But  the  heart  is  not  chan- 
ged, no  fin  is  forfaken,  no  ftudy  of  holinefs,  no  flame 
of  love.  This  not  perceiving  is  the  great  judgment 
of  this  land,  this  the  great  caufe  of  lamentation,  that 
Chrift  is  fo  much  known  and  yet  fo  little  :  People  do 
not  think  whither  it  tends,  and  what  the  importance 
of  this  meffage  is ;  they  hear  it  as  a  pajftng  tale^  or, 
at  the  heft,  as  for  the  prefcnt,  a  pleafing  found,  a 
lovely  fang y  Ezek.  xxxiii.  32. ;  and  if  by  an  able  mi- 
nifter,  fung  by  a  good  voice,  but  no  imprefliion  is  made, 
it  dies  out  in  the  air,  it  enters  not  intp  their  hearts  to 
quicken  them,  and  fo  their  evil  is  the  more  deadly. 
Oh  I  bemoan  this,  beg  the  removal  of  it  above  all 
judgments,  and  the  fending  forth  of  that  Spirit,  that 
caufes  tbe  mountains  to  flow  down,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  i.  Ma- 
ny of  you,  my  brethren,  may  be  under  fomewhat  of 
this,  as  there  are  divert  degrees  of  it,  ere  i%  come 
to  be  incurable  ;  Oh  !  pray  to  be  delivered,  lefl:  it  grow 
fo  far  that  it  be  in  vain  to  bid  you  do  fo.  Better 
to  be  caft  into  extreme  terrors  for  a  time,  than  to  conr 
tinue  thus ;  better  to  fall  into  a  fever  than  into  this  le^- 
thargy,  which  makes  you  fleep  to  death. 

Convert y  and  be  healed.']  Thefe  two  go  together ;  all 
piifcrjcs  arp  healed,  ^nd  grace  ^ijd  favour  flow  forth. 
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^hen  once  the  foul  is  ftirred  up  to  feek  after  God,  and 
turn  in  tobim:  other  conrfes  of  healing,  public  or 
private  evils,  are  but  mountebank  cures,  that  vex  and 
torment,  as  unapt  phyiic  does,  and  do  no  good;  yea 
make  things  worfe  than  before;  Hofea  v.  13.  IVben 
Epbraim  faw  his  Jtcknefs^  and  Judah  his  wound ;  then 
went  Epbraim  to  the  AJfyriany  c^nd  fent  to  King  Ja^ 
reb^  yet  could  be  not  heal  you^  nor  cure  you  of  your 
wound:  compared  with  chap.  vi.  ver.  i.  Come  and  let 
us  return  unto  the  Lord^  for  be  batb  torn,  and  be  will 
heal  us  ;  be  bath  fmitten,  and  be  will  bind  us  up. 

There  is  much  in  a  cuilom  of  fruitlefs  hearing  to 
ftupify  and  make  hard ;  to  make  men  fermon-proof ; 
and  the  hearing  of  the  moil  excellent,  hardens  moft, 
both  againil  them,  an4  againft  all  others  that  are  their 
inferiors  ;  for,  being  accuftomed  to  hear  the  moft  mo- 
ving ftrains,  unmoved,  makes  them  fcorn,  and  eafily 
beat  back,  that  which  is  lefs  preffing.  A  largely  en- 
dued, and  very  fpiritual  minifter,  is  either  one  of  the 
higheft  bleffings,  or  heavieft  curfes,  that  can  come  up- 
on a  people. 

Hearing  bear  J]  This  even  the  minifters  themfelves 
may  fall  under  :  fpeakers  may  have  no  ears;  as  the  Ita- 
lian fays  of  preachers,  they  do  not  hear  their  own 
voice:  They  may  grow  hard,  by  cuftom  of  fpeaking 
of  divine  things  without  divine  aflfedion  ;  fo  that  no- 
thing themfelves,  or  others,  fay,  can  work  on  them  : 
Hence  it  is  that  fo  few  formal  dead  minifters  are  con- 
verted, that  one  faid,  raro  vidi  clericum  pcenitentem  ; 
fo  hardened  are  they  afgainft  the  means  of  conviction, 
in  which  they  have  been  fo  long  converfant,  and  not 
converted  by  them.  They  have  been  fpeaking  fo 
often  of  heaven  and  hell,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
feeling  nothing  of  them,  that  the  words  have  loft 
their  power,  and  they  are  grown  hard  as  the  ikin  of 
leviathan,  ejteeming  iron  as  Jlraw,  and  brafs  as  rotten 
wood.  And  this,  by  the  way,  befide  that  God's  dif- 
penfation  is  fo  fixed,  may  be  a  reafon  why  that  fin» 
mentioned  in  the  fixth  of  the  Hebrews,  is  unpardon- 

Vot.  IL  3  F  able : 
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'  aUe :  it  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  without  fuch 
a  miracle  as  God  will  not  exert,  itnpoffible^  that  they 
who  have  flood  out  fuch  things  in  vain,  Jbould  be  re*- 
newed :  This  fhould  make  us,  that  are  minifters  ef- 
pecially,  to  tremble  at  an  unholj  life,  or  at  the  thought 
of  declining  from  thofc  ways  of  religion,  of  which 
we  have  known  fo  much,  and  for  which  we  have  i(^ 
many  means  of  improvement* 

Ver.  II.  Tbcn  faid  /,  Lordf  bow  long  ?  And  be  cm- 
fweredy  Until  tbe  cities  be  ivafted  witbout  inbabitant, 
and  tbe  boufes  witbout  man,  and  tbe  land  be  utterly  de- 
folate  ; 

Ver.  12.  And  tbe  Lord  have  removed  Tnen  far  a- 
way^  and  there  be  a  great  forfaking  in  tbe  midjl  of 
tbe  land. 

Now  this  judgment  fattening,  was  fure  to  draw  on 
all  other  judgments ;  therefore  the  Prophet,  touched 
with  compaffion,  inquires,  How  long?  and  receives  a 
very  fad  anfwer.  Until  the  cities  be  wafted.  God  is 
fovereignly  free  in  this ;  but  ufually  he  keeps  that 
courfe,  that  long  continued  and  fpared  finning  makes 
long  continued  calamities  when  they  come :  Judg- 
ments, as  the  ancients  thought  cfomets  to  be,  are  as 
lafting  as  the  matter  is  they  are  kindled  with ;  and 
truly,  upon  this  account,  we  may  juftly  apprehend 
that  our  troubles  are  but  juft  beginning,  rather  than 
near  their  end ;  yet,  repentance  might  prevail  for  the 
Ihortening  them  ;  th^fe  fweet  fhowers  fooneft  lay\he 
ftormy  winds. 

And  this  confideration  may  have  fomething  hope- 
ful in  it,  that,  in  thefe  latter  times,  things  move  fome- 
thing more  fpeedily,  as  natural  motions  do  towards 
their  end  ;  for  a  Jhort  work  will  God  make  upon  tb^ 
earthy  as  the  Apoftle's  word  is;  and  we  fee,  in  our 
particular  ftraits  that  were  greateft,  that  the  Lord 
hath  made  them  fliort  even  beyond  our  expedation  j 
and  what  remains,  is  in  his  hand.  I  truft  he  will  haften 
the  defeat  of  the  plots,  and  power  of  his  enemies ;  and 
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doubt  not  all  the  late  and  prefent  commotions  of 
thefe  poor  kingdoms,  are  the  birth-pangs  of  a  happy 
deliverance  and  peace ;  and,  when  they  grow  thickeft, 
it  is  neareft  the  birth. 

How  long  /]  Obfcrve  the  compaffion  of  the  mcf- 
fengers  of  God,  not  defiring  the  evil  day,  but  mourn- 
ing for  it,  pitying  tbofe  they  denounce  judgment  a* 
gainft,  and  melting  for  thofe  they  harden. 

'  Till  the  cities  be  wafted.']  This  ifflimates  there 
would  be  no  relenting  under  all  thefe  judgments,  but 
that  thefe,  as  well  as  the  word,  and  together  with  it, 
would  harden  them  more,  till  they  were  almoft  quite 
confumed  ;  and  this  is  ufual ;  men  think  it  would  be 
otherwife ;  but  it  is  found,  times  of  great  plagues  and 
judgments  are  no  times  of  great  converfion ;  but  men 
are  more  hardened  both  againft  word  and  rod  ;  th^ 
fpirits  grow  ftiff  and  obdured  in  a  kind  of  defp^ra- 
tion;  but  mercy,  coming  as  the  fprihg  fun-fhine, 
^mollifies  and  diflblves,  and  makes  fruitful ;  therefore, 
fuch  a  day  is  to  be  longed  for.  I  fufpedl  we  fhall  not 
fee  much  done  by  the  gofpel  till  then ;  and  before  that, 
we  may  fuffcr  yet  more  difraal  things,  and  be  wafted 
with  peftilence,  fword  and  famine  ;  yet  there  is  com- 
fort in  this,  the  Lord  will  not  make  a  full  end  of  us  ; 
a  tenth  fliall  be  left ;  and  if  not  we,  yet  at  leaft  our 
pofterity  fhall  reap  the  fweet  fruits  of  our  bitter  ca- 
lamities, that  are  the  juft  fruits  of  our  iniquities. 

r 

Ver.  13.  But  yet  in  it  JbalV  he  a  tenths  and  it  Jbdll 
return^  andjhall  he  eaten ;  as  a  teil-tree^  and  as  an  oak, 
wbofe  fuhjlance  is  in  them  when  they  cajl  their  leaves, 
Jb  the  holy  feed  Jhall  he  the  fubjlafice  thereof. 

There  is  ftill  a  remnant  holy  to  God,  the  prefervers 
of  a  land  from  utter  ruin.  Profane  perfons  defpife 
the  children  of  God,  and  know  not  that  they  are  be^ 
holden  to  them  for  the  fuMftence  of.  the  land,  and 
of  the  world  ;  they  are  as  thefe  oaks,  whofe  roots  did 
bear  up  the  earth  of  that  high-way,  that  went  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  king's  houfe  and  the  temple,  as  the  refem^r 
blance  is  taken  by  feme. 

In  judgments,  the  Lord  remembers  that ;  Dejlroy 
it  noU  there  is  a  hlejjing  in  it.  As  for  the  perfonal 
condition  of  believers,  there  may  be  a  great  decay ;  a 
winter  vifage  may  be  upon  it ;  but  yet  the  holy  feed 
abideth  in  them,  and  is  their  ilability ;  and  dill  that 
word  is  true  that  is  borrowed  henqe,  fetnen  /anHum, 
Jiatumen  terra ;  "  the  holy  feed,  the  fubiiftence  or 
^*  eftablifhment  of  the  earth/'  When  their  number 
is  completed,  time  (hall  end,  and  this  vifible  world 
ihall  be  fet  on  fire :  and  this  day  is  haftening  for- 
ward, though  moft  of  us  think  but  little,  if  at  all, 
of  it. 


fln4  oftb^,  l^Slures  on  Ifaiah  vi. 
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Ver.  3.  For  I  fay f  through  the  grace  gvoen  unto  me^  to 
every  man  that  is  among  you^  not  to  think  of  himfelf 
more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think ;  but  to  think 
foberly,  according  as  God  bath  dealt  to  every  man 
the  meafure  of  faith. 

BESIDES  the  common  word  of  edification  imply- 
ing it,  we  find  often,  in  the  Scriptures,  teaching 
compared  to  building  ;  and,  amongfi  other  things,  the 
refemblance  holds  in  this,  that  in  both,  of  neceffity, 
there  is  a  foundation  firft  to  be  laid,  and  then  the 
ftrudure  to  be  raifed  upon  it.  He  that  gives  rules 
of  life,  without  firft  fixing  principles  of  faith,  offers 
prepofteroufly  at  buildiiig  ^a  houfe  without  laying  a 
foundation  ;  and  he  that  inftruds  what  to  believe, 
and  dire6ts  not  withal  a  believer  how  to  live,  doth  in 
vain  lay  a  foundation,  without  following  out  the 
building :  But  the  Apofl:les  were  not  iofooli/b  buiU 
dersj  as 'to  fever  thefe  two  in  their  labours  in  the 
Church.  In  this  epiftle,  we  find  our  Apoftle  excel- 
lently acquitting  himfelf  in  both  thefe.  He  firft 
largely  and  firmly  lays  the  ground- work,  in  the  fore- 
going part  of  the  epiftle,  now  he  adds  exhortations 
and  directions  touching  the  particular  duties  of  Chri- 
ftians. 

The  firft  things  certainly,  to  be  done  with  a  foul, 
is  to  convince  it  of  fin  and  death,  then  to  addrefs 
^nd  lead  it  in  to  Chrift,  our  righteoufnefs  and  life ; 

this 
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this  done,  it  fhould  be  taught  to  follow  him :  This  is 
Chriftis^nity,  to  live  in  Cbfijl^  and  to  live  to  Cbrijl;  to 
live  in  him  by  faith,  and  to  tive  to  him  in  hoUnefs  ; 
thefe  our  Apoftle  joined  in  his  dodrine,  chap.  viii.  i. 
J^ere  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  tbern  wbicb 
are  in  Chriji  Jefus^  who  walk  not  after  thejle/b,  but 
after  the  Spirit. 

The  exhortation  that  begins  this  chapter,  hath  in 
it  the  whole  fum  of  Chriftian  obedience,  fitly  ex« 
preiTed,  and  ftrongly  urged ;  and  in  that  are  ail  par- 
ticular rules  comprifed. 

But  becaufe  of  our  ignorance  and  our  floth,  we  do 
not  always  readily  draw  forth  particulars  from  thefe 
comprehenfive  general  rules  wherein  they  lie ;  we  need 
therefore  to  be  affifted  in  this  ;  and  to  this  the  Scrip- 
tures defcend,  particularly  the  Apoftles,  in  their  e- 
piftles,  and  that  ufually  in  the  latter  part  of  them  ; 
and  this  is  a  main  part  of  our  duty  in  preaching  the 
word,  often  to  reprefent  thefe  rules  to  you,  not  fo 
much  that  you  may  underfland  them  better,  though 
fbmewhat  of  this  likewife  may  be  needful,  as  that  you 
may  remember  them,  and  eye  them  more,  and  walk  ac- 
cording to  them  ;  and  there  is  no  more  in  thefe  thiqgs 
truly  known,  than  what  is  known  after  this  manner. 
I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  courfe  of  my  teaching,  to 
reach  this  end  :  My  defign,  and  I  hope  yours  likewife, 
hath  been,  not  to  pafs  fo  much  time,  nor  to  pals  it 
with  empty  delight,  which  in  other  things  might  be 
done  at  an  eafy  rate,  but  that  you  be  really  built  up 
heavenwards,  and  increafe  with  the  increafe  of  God  ; 
that  the  truth  and  power  of  Chriftianity  .may  poffefs 
our  hearts,  and  grovS^  there,  and  may  be  evident  in 
our  lives,  to  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus, 

We  fhall  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  the  particu- 
lar graces  that  are  the  ornaments  of  Chriftians  ;  and 
this,  not  that  you  may  look  on  them  fimply,  and  com- 
mend them,  but  may  purfue  them,  and  be  clothed 
with  them,  and  then  they  will  be  nmch  more  come- 
ly and  commendable  ;  as  a  robe  of  rich  apparel,  if 

it 
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it  feem  fine  while  it  hangs  or  lies  by,  it  appears  far 
better  when  it  is  put  on. 

The  rules  the  Apoftle  is  to  give,  he  prefaces  thus, 
For  I  fay^  tbroi^b  the  grace  given  to  me^  I  fpeak  as 
the  Meflenger  or  Apoftle  of  Chrift,  according  to  that 
knowledge  aqd  experience  that  he  hath  given  me 
of  thefe  things ;  and  fo  take  it,  as  from  one  that  hath 
fome  intereft  in»  and  (hare  of,  thefe  graces  I  recom- 
mend  to  you :  And  this,  indeed,  makes  recommenda- 
tions carry  home.  Oh  !  that  we  could  truly  fay  this. 
Alas  !  it  is  an  uncomfortable,  and  commonly  an  un- 
profitable, thing  to  fpeak  of.Chrift,  and  the  graces  of 
his  Spirit,  only  as  having  heard  of  them,  or  i^ad  of 
them,  as  men  that  travel,  in  their  ftudies,  do  of  fo* 
reign  countrifes. 

^«  rue  x^firec.  The  Apoftle  reprefents  this,  to  add 
the  more  authority,  and  gain  the  more  acceptance,  to' 
what  he  had  to  fay ;  and  for  this  end,  fome  care  is 
to  be  had  of  the  good  opinion  of  people,  fo  far  as 
their  intereft  is  concerned,  that  the  meffage  we  bring 
be  not  prejudged  ;  otherwife,  this  truly  fet  afide,  it 
were  little  matter  how  we  w^ire  miftaken  or  defpifed ; 
yea,  it  were  a  thing  fome  way  defirable ;  only  pro-  * 
vided  nothing  be  done  on  purpofe,  that  may  juftly, 
yea,  or  that  may  probably,  procure  it ;  for  that  both 
piety  and  charity  forbids. 

.  To  every  man.]  This  is  more  preffing  than  if  he 
had  faid  fimply,  io  you^  or  generally,  to  you  all;  for  in 
men's  talking  of  things,  it  proves  often  too  true,  quod 
omnibus^  nemini ;  but  to  every  one,  that  each  one  fup-- 
pofe  it  (poke  to  him,  as  an  ingenious  pidure  looking 
to  each  in  the  room,  Thiis  we  ought  to  fpeak,  and 
thus  ye  ought  to  hear.  We  to  fpeak,  not  as  telling 
fome  unconcerning  ftories,  but  as  having  bufinefs 
with  you ;  and  you  to  bear,  not  each  for  another,  as 
you  often  do,  *•  Oh  !  fuch  a  paflage  touched  fuch  an 
**  one,"  but  each  for  ourfelves. 

The  firft  particular  the  Apoftle  recommends,  is, 

that  gracing  grace  of  humility,  the  ornament  and  the 

•  fafety 
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fafety  of  all  other  graces,  and  which  is  fo  peculiarly 
Chriftian.  Somewhat  philofophers  fpeak  of  tempe- 
rance, juftice,  and  other  like  virtues,  but  thefe  ra- 
ther to  blow  up  and  fwell  the  mind  with  big  conceit 
and  confidence  of  itfelf,  than  to  dwell  together  with 
felf-abafement  and  humility :  But  in  the  fchool  of 
Chrift,.  the  firft  leflbn  of  all  is,  felf-deniul  and  bumi- 
lity  ;  yea,  it  is  written  above  the  door,  as  the  rule  of 
entry  or  admiffion.  Learn  of  me^  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  of  heart,  Match,  xi.  29.  And,  out  of  all  quef- 
tion,  that  is  truly  the  humbled  heart  that  hath  moft 
of  Chrift  in  it. 

Not  to  think  highly.']  Not  afpiring  and  intending 
in  things  too  high  :  And  a  great  point  of  humility  is 
fubjeftion  to  God  in  the  point  of  knowledge :  in  this 
was  our  firft  climbing  that  praved  our  fall ;  and  y^t 
ftill,  amidft  all  our  ignorance  and  darknefs,  we  are 
catching  an^  gaping  after  the  deadly  fruit  of  unal^ 
lowed  knowledge. 

This,  withal,  hath  in  it  the  attempering  of  our 
thoughts  and  praAices  to  our  meafure  and  ftation ;  to 
know  ourfelves  truly  and  thoroughly ;  for  that  will 
certainly  beget  a  very  low  efteem  of  ourfelves,  to 
judge  ourfelves  the  unworthieft  and  meaneft  of  all. 

And  having  truly  this  eftimate  of  ourfelves,  we  (hall 
not  vainly  attempt  any  thing  above,  our  reach,  nor 
-  difdainfully  negledl  any  thing  that  is  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  our  calling  and  duty,  which  are  the  two  evila 
fo  common  among  men,  yea,  even  amongft  Chriftians, 
and  in  the  church  of  God,  and  are  the  caufe  of  moft 
of  the  enormities  and  diforders  that  fall  out  in  it ;  it  is 
a  ft  range  blindnefs,  that  they  that  do  grofsly  mifcarry 
in  the  duties  of  their  own  ftation,  yet  fo  readily  fancy 
themfelves  capable  of  fomewhat  higher,  and  think 
themfelves  wronged,  if  it  be  refufed  them. 

The  felf-knowing  Chriftian  would  rather  defcend, 
and  find  himfelf  very  difproportioned  to  his  prefent 
ftation,  be  it  never  fo  mean  ;  he  can  fay  with  David, 
J^rdy  my  hearty  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes  lofty  ,• 

•  neither 
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neither  do  lexercife  myfelfin  great  matters^  or  in  things 
too  high  for  me^  Pfal.  cxxxi.  i.  But  raiii  minds  would 
ftill  be  tampering  with  the  greateit  affairs,  and  dwell' 
not  with  themfelves.  Oh  \  nyr  brethren,  be  entreat- 
ed to  ftudy  your  own  hearts  better  ;  be  lefs  abroad  in 
things  that  concern  you  not^  there  is  work  enough 
within  you ;  heaps  of  bafe  lufts,  and  felf-deiReits,  and 
follies,  that  you  fee  not  yet ;  at>d  many  advantages  of 
good  things  you  feem  to  fee  in  yonrfelves,  that  in- 
deed are  not  there :  Self-love  is  a  flattering  glafs, 
which  reprefents  us  to  ourfelves  much  fairer  than  we 
are  ;  therefore,  turn  from  it,  if  you  defire  n  true  ac- 
count of  yourfelves,  and  look  into  the  pure  and  faith- 
ful mirror  of  God's  law.  Oh  !  what  deformities  will 
that  difcover,  that  yo*i  never  faw  nor  thought  of  be- 
fore, and  will  malce  you  the  loweft  of  all  perfons  in 
your  own  eyes. 

The  low  felf-efteem  doth  not  wholly  take  away  the 
Smple  knowledge  of  what  gifts  and  graces  God  hath 
beftowed  on  a  man ;  for  that  were  to  make  him  both 
unthankful  and  unufeful.  He  that  doth  not  know 
"What  God  hath  freely  given  him,  cannot  return  pxaife 
to  God,  nor  make  ufe  of  himfelf  for  God  in  his  Na- 
tion *  ;  yea,  the  Apoille's  caution  intimates  isi  fober, 
humble  refle<aion  on  the  vieafure  Go4  hath  given  a 
man,  which  he  not  only  allows  but  requires :  and 
himfelf  gives  example  x)f  it  in  his  own  prefept  ex- 
preflion,  declaring,  that  he  fpeaks  th.efe  thiiags  through 
the  grace  that  is  given  to  him. 

But  this  knowledge  of  a  man^s  own  gifts  and  gra« 
ces,  that  it  may  not  prejudge  him  of  more,  but  help 
.  him  to  more,  in  the  humble  acknowledgment  and  ufe 
^f  what  he  hath,  would  have  thefe  two  qualifica^ 
lions :  Y.  That  he  beware  of  over-weening,  rath'er 
that  he  take  his  meafure  hiuch  below,  than  any  whit 
beyond,  what  he  truly  hath.  •  2.  That  whatfoever  it 
is,  that  he  always  look  on '  it  not  as  his  own,  but  as 
God's,  having  his  fuperfcription  on  it,  and  all  the 

Vol.  II.  3G  glory 
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glory  of  it  bciog  hw  peculiar  txi^e  j  aothini;  of 
thtt  tp  be  iaterruptcdf>r  retwacd :  Not  unio^m.J^ord  } 
ntd  unto  us^  but  unto  tby  namfi  j^ive  ^kr^^  Pfal.  .cj^v.  i, 
ftUl  all  the  glory  eatirely  fent  up  to  him :  Thus,  here, 
ih^  Apollle  fets  nU  grsite  in  that  view,  as  Qod  batb 
dij^njid  tbc  meq/ure  ;^  and  fo  fpeaks  of  his  qwn^ 
tbrovgb  tb€  grace  given^to  me  ;  ftill  fo  to  he  loo^d 
oiX,  not  as  that  we  have,  but  that  he  hath  given  ;  that 
18,  the  gofpcl  ftyle,  graee^  free  gi/ts,,  ;^^f «,  jc»(kp«t(»  ; 
'wherea^jpbilofophy  fpeaks  of  aU  as  habits,  or  aavio^^, 
or  poffduons. 

Now,  in  that  relative  dependent  notion  of  freely 
given,  a  man  (hall  never  be  puffed  \xp  by  any  «ndpw- 
inenta,  though  he  fee  and  know  them ;  yea,  th^  owire 
he  knows  them  thus,  will  be  the  more  hutnble  fiill» 
as  being  the  more  obliged*  The  more  he  hath  reqei* 
vcd,  the  greater  they  are  ;  the  lower  he  bows,  preffed 
down  under  the  weight  of  his  engagements  to  Ck>d  ; 
as  Abraham,  Qcn.  j^vii.  ^^  fell  on  bis  fuce^  wheja  Qod 
talked  witb  bim^  and  made  fo  rich  promifes  to  him- 
See  David's  ilrain,  i  Chron.  ^kix.  14.  But  wbo  am 
/,  and  wbat  is  my  people^  that  we  Jbould  he  able  to  of- 
fer fo  willingly  after  this  fort  I  for  all  things  come  of 
tbee,  and  of  tbine  own  have  we  given  thee.  Thw,.  the 
Appftle  gives,  as  the  fovereign  preventative  agairift 
the  fwelling  poifgn  of  felf-conceit.  What  bx^t  (hoti 
that  thou  dtdfi  not  receive  ?  i  Cor.  iv.  7. 

He  that  is  thus  regulated  in  his  own  efteem,  will 
by  this  certainly  be  moderated  in  his  deflre  of  eftepm 
from  others,  and  cannot  well  meet  with  any  thing 
that  way,  jhat  will  either  puff  him  up,  or  call  him 
down  ;  if  over-prized  by  others,  he  takes  that  as  their 
miftake ;  if  undervalued,  he  rejoices  in  that,  having 
fet  himfelf  io  low  in  himfelf,  that  others  cannot  weu 
fet  him  lower :  So  when  men  account  meanly  gf  himt 
they  are  really  of  his  own  opinion  j  and  you  know 
that  offends  none,  but  pleafes  them  rather,  to  bavQ 
qthers  agree  with  their  opinions,  and  be  of  their  mind, 

.       They 
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They  that  ate  bofy  ^fler.tepUlatioti,  ^ftd  \r^^^ 
^fteemed,  are  but  begging  voices ;  Would  haVft  dthers 
think  with  theni,  and  eonftrrti  the  conclu^oti  they 
h^Ve  alfeady  refolved  on,  in  favours  of  theiYifel^es  ; 
and  this  is  a  moft  foolilh  thing ;  for,  difappointed  iii 
this,  men  are  difcontented,  and  fo  their  peace  haiigs 
on  others  fancies ;  and,  if  fatisfied  with  it,  they  fuif- 
feit  and  undo  themfelves  with  the  deligl)t  of  it.  Be^s 
fometimes  kill  themfdves  with  their  own  honey ;  and 
there  is  fuch  a  Wotd  to  this  purpofe,  Prov.  xxv.  ^7. 
It  is  not  good  to  eat  much  honey  ;  fofor  men  to  Jearcb 
their  own  glory ^  is  not  glory. 

Ver.  4,  5«  f'or  as  ive  have  many  members  in  one^body, 
.    and  all  members  have  not  the  fame  office  ;  fo  we^  beif^ 
mahy^  are.  one  body  iri  Chrifly  and  every  ofie  metniets 
one  of  another. 

In  this  confideration  we  have  God's  wifdom  mani- 
fefted,  and  are  inftrudled  what  is  our  wifdora.  Se, 
in  the  great  worlds  made  all  in  weight,  number  and 
meafure  ;  To  in  the  lelTer  world,  man,  and  in  the  new 
world,  his  Church,  be  proportions  all  to  the  oiebc 
hath  defigned  them  for.  He  could  give  more  to 
them  that  have  le^ft  than  the  vei^y  greatelt  have,  but 
he  thought  this  unfit ;  it  might  be  lome  advantage  to 
them,  yet  to  the  whole  body  not  fo  ;  and  therefore 
.  not  truly  fo  to  them  neither,  being  parts  of  it,  and 
having  their  goqd  involved  in  the  good  of  the  body. 

This  refemolance  is  often  ufed  in  Scripture,. and 
holds  excellently  well,  but  is  little  learned.  Our 
temper  arid  carriage^  correfpond  not  to  it.  Who  is 
there  dmoft  that  finds  it,  the  Spirit  of  Cfarift  in  them, 
knitting  them  to  him  as  tbei  common  head,  and  one 
to^nother,  as  one  in  him,  each  bufy  to  advance  him;  * 
and  to  feek  his  glory^  and  to  promote  the  good  of  one 
*  another  ?  But  alas  !  rather  each  for  felf,  accurfed  fclf,^ 
as  of  ^ti .  independent  divided  fubftance  j  y^a  worfe, 
hating  arid  tearing  one  another ;  a  monftrous  fight, 
as'  if  one  limb  of  the  fame  body  fhould  be  pulling 

another    ' 
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another  to  pieces.  It  fignifies  little  to  tell  men  what 
mutual  tendernefs  is  in  nature  ;  that  for  a  thorn  in  the 
foot  the.  back  bows,  the  head  ftoops,  the  eyes  look» 
the  hands  feel,  and  feek  it,  and pullit  out*.  Chrifti- 
ans  are  fiill  fo  rigid,  fo  unchriftian  to  each  other, 
they  drive  one  another  with  the  thorn  flicking  in, 
forcing  their  brethren  to  ways  againft  the  perfuafioos 
of  their  confciences. 

In  the  following  verfes,  viz^,  6,  7,  8.  we  have  a 
fpecification  of  diVers  offices,  and  the  duties  of  them^^ 
the  due  obfervance  of  which  is  the  peace  and  growth 
of  the  Church,  makes  all  goon  fweetly  and  fruitful- 
ly  :  but  men  are  either  preiumptuoufly  or  prepofte- 
roufly  bufy  out  of  their  own  ftation,  or  flothfully  ne- 
gligent in  it ;  and  both  thefe,  inftead  of  edifying, 
are  difcompoiing  and  deftroying  things. 

Not'to  infift  on  the  diftindlion  of  office&,  it  is  evi- 
dent, in  all  enumerations  of  this  kind,  the  fame  word 
fometimes  means,  divers  things,  and  divers  words  the 
fame  things,  as  miniftry  may  comprife  all,  though 
fometimes  peculiar  to  deacons,  fometimes  taken  for 
teachers  or  pallors  :  here  it  is  generd,  and  the  parti- 
culars following  diftribute  it  ;  fbme  are  to  teach^ 
which  is  dodlorial ;  fome  to-  exhort^  which  iis  more 
paftoral ;  fome  are  to  give^  which  is  proper  to  dea- 
cons J  fome  have  their  whole  charge  to  rule,  as  ei- 
ders; fome  are  particularly  for  iattendance  on  the 
fick. 

But  in  all,  fidelity  and  fedulity  are  requifite  r  how 

high  fo  ever  men  are  placed,  if  they  are  unfaithful, 

the  higher  judgment  awaits  them  ;  how  low  fo  ever,. 

if  thou  be  fincere  and  fludious  of  thy  duty,  thou 

flialt  fuilain  no  lofs  by  thy  low  (latibn,  but  rather 

thy  faithfulnefs  will  be  the  more  fet  oif  by  it ;  be  that 

is  faithful  in  little  Jball  be  made  ruler  over  mucb.  Oh  ! 

that  WE  were  more  eat  up  with  zeal  of  our  Lord'& 

Houfe,  and  winning  of  foulis,  whom  he  deputes  to 

that.    Oh  !  that  they  that  rule,  would  fiudy  more 

♦  rule 

»  Spinam  calcat  pes,  &c*    Aug. 
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rule  of  their  own  houfes^  that  ihould  go  before^  und 
your  own  hearts,  that  ftiould  be^  fitft  of  all.  Alas  !  how 
(hall  men,  whofe  paflions  and  lufts  rule  them,  well 
rule  the  houfe  of  God !  Be  afraid  and  wife  ye  that  are 
called  to  that,  and  know  at  length  what  is  fo  generally 
either  unknown  or  unconfidered,  the  exemplary  bo- 
linefs  required  in  your  perfons,  and  the  diligent 
watchfulnefe  over  the^o^^  of  God.  There  are  many 
debates,  and  troubles,^  and  pains,  about  thefe  our  liber- 
ties, but  little  diligence  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  congr^- 
gations  are  ftill  as  full  of  impiety  and  profanenels  as 
ever.  Oh !  take  heed,  left  we  thus  forfeit  them  after 
all  they  have  coft,  and  provoke  God  to  bereave  us  of 
them.  Men  are  j^ufy  that  we  know  are  not  friends 
to  the  Church  of  God  ;  but  oh  !  that  we  were^  more 
careful  to  be  ixi  good  terms  with  him :  If  he  he  for 
uSf  who  can  be  againjl  us?  It  is  no  matter  who  be^ 
«     he  is  too  wife  and  too  ftrong  for  them  all. 

Ver.  9.  Let  Jcve  be  without  dijpmulation.  Abhor  that 
which  is  ^viif  cleave  to  that  which  is  good. 
The  whole  fum  of  the  law  is  love ;  loVe  to  God, 
and  love  to  man,  thefe  two  contain  all,  and  the  for- 
mer of  the  two  contains  the  latter :  love  to  God  is  the 
only  true  principle  and  fpring  of  all  due  love  to  man ; 
and  all  love  that  begins  therf ,  returns  thither  like- 
wife,  and  ends  there. 

The  engaging  the  whole  mind  and  foul  to  the  love 
•f  God,  does  not  engrofs  it  fo,  that  there  (hould  be 
no  kind  of  love  communicable  to  man  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  to  refine  it,  that  il  may  flow  forth  the 
purer  and  better.  All  love  ftould  be  once  called  in 
to  God,  to  be  fublimated  and  purified  there,  and  then 
fet  in  its  right  channel  and  motion,  fo  as  man  be  lo- 
ved in,  him  and  for  him  ;  not  to  itapair  our  love  to 
him,  but  indeed  to  extend  and  ad  It  as  he  allows  ; 
and  fp  to  Jove  man  is  to  love  Godj  that  love  taking  its 
rife  from  Jiim,.  and  ternjinating  in  hirp  j  and  in  this 
ciccle  16  the  proper  motion  of  gelellial  diripe  love. 

'  '         The 
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Theduty,  then^  here  meaiit  Und  cotntnmded,  is 
this,  tbat  wi  love  one  another;  and  oUr  love  mult  be 
tbus  qualified,  it  itiuft  be  unhyj^dcritical  add  fincere  ; 
fuch  as,  though  it  may  confift  with,  yet  doth  not 
wholly  confift  in,  civilities  of  expreffion  and  beha- 
viour, but  a  real  benevolence  of  foul,  and  good  will 
to  9II ;  a  love,  difpofing  readily  to  forgive  evil,  and 
.  do  good  upon  all  occafions.    * 

Yet  this  is  not  fuch  a  tendetnefs  of  complacency, 
as  to  partake  with  any  in  any  evil  ways ;  Oh !  no  ; 
.  abborring  tbat  wbicb  is  evil^  flying  from  it  with  in- 
dignation, with  a  kind  of  antipathy.  And  thus  it 
will  be  from  (he  new  nature  in  a  Chriftian,  the  holy 
fpirit  of  Chrift,  which  cannot  endure  the  unbolixlefs 
or  impurity  of  the  world,  but  is  chafed  away,  as 
doves  with  noifottie  fmells,  or  bees  with  fmoke :  this 
delicacy  of  fpirit  profane  men  laugh  at,  as  a  weak 
foolifii  meannefs  ;  but,  fools  as  they  are,  they  know 
not  that  it  arifes  from  that  hjgheft  wiTdom  wbicb  is 
fromabove^  which  indeed  is  peaceable,  but  firft  is  jfktre, 
and  can  admit  of  no  peace  nor  agreement  with  any 
perfons  or  things  that  are  impure ;  this  is  to  be  like 
the  all-wife  God,  witb  wbom  wickednefs  cannot 
dwell;  his  pure  eyes  cannot  pleafantly  heboid  any  ini- 
quity. \o 

Oh  !  much  of  the  love  of  God -would  work  more 
hatred  of  fin ;  but  if  thy  hatred  of  evil  be  righ^, 
know,  it  will  begin  at  home,  as  we  feel  averfions  and 
abhorrences  moft  when  the  things  are  neareft  us. 
It  is  not  the  upright  nature  of  holinefe  to  hate  fin  in 
others,  and  to  hug  it,  or  fpare  it  in  thyfelf,  either  the 
fame  kind  of  fin,  or  any  other  ;  for  if  this  abhorrence 
be  right,  it  is  againft  all  fin,  the  whole,  as  natural 
contrarieties  are,  and  it  is  mod  againft  it,  when  neat- 
eft  in  thyfelf;  it  is  the  true  divine  fire  of  leal,  kin- 
dled by  the  love  of  God,  that  burns  up  fin,  but  fifft 
tl^at  which  is  neareft  it,  as  a  fire  in  the  hearth  does, 
and  fo  reaches  what  is  further  off.  But  if  tliy  teal 
fly  moft  abroad  uj^on  others,  it  is  an  unruly  diforder- 

cd 
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ed  wild-fire,  cracking  and  fquibing  -up  and  down, 
good  for  nothing  but  to  fet  hpufei;  and  towns  on  fire. 
Cleave  to  that  wbicb  isgood,^  This  exprefles  a  ve- 
hement and  tnfepar^ble  afTedion ;  Ipvipg  and  rejoi- 
cing in  all  the  good  thou  feed  in  others  ;  defiring  and 
feeking  after  all  the  good  thou  cfini^  attain  unto  tby- 
felf  J  and  mor?  pleafed  with  the  fociety  of  godly  pcr^ 
fbns  than  any  other;  fuch  as  will  put  theq  and  kjc^p 
thee  mod  in  mind  of  thy  home,  and  the  way  tbitberj 
and  admoniih  and  reduce  thee  from  any  declining 
Heps ;  their  reproofs  are  more  fweet  to  thee,  than 
the  laughter  and  flattery  of  profane  men^  as  one  ifaid 
to  his  mafter,  "  Thou  (halt  find  no  ftafF  hard  enough 
to  beat  me  from  thee  *."  Though  they  feera  harfti 
to  thee,  yet  wjlt  thou  fay,  Let  tbe  righteous  finite  m^% 
it  Jball  he  a  kindnefs^  Pfal  cxH,  5. ;  and  no  oppofi- 
tipn  will  drive  thee  from  tbe  truth  of  Qpd,  and  hii^ 
ways,  which  are  only  pood,  if  thy  heart  be  once 
glued  by  love  and  fattened  to  them  ;  yea,  thou  wijt 
cleave  the  clofer  to  it,  the  more  thou  art  perfecuted 
for  the  truth  ;  and  the  more  thou  fufFcreft  for  it,  wilt 
love  it  the  better:  The  word  that  is  ,ufed-in  mar^- 
riage,  of  the  hufband  cleaving  to  the  wife,  holds  true. 
in  the  foul  once  married  to  that  which  is  good  \  all 
violence  will  be  too  weak  to  fever  thee*  Learn  to 
know  what  this  is  that  is  \x\j\y  good^  to  know  the  ex^ 
cellency  and  fwe^tnefs  of  holinef^,  and  it  will  be  im- 
p^ble  to  part  thy  afiedipn  from  it  \  but  this  is  the 
reafon  why  men  are  fofoon  (haken,  and  the  (lender  hold 
they  have  removed,  the  fuperfides  of  the  foul  only,  is 
tied  to  the  outfide  of  religion,  by  fome  extemaT  rela- 
tions and  engagements,  and  thofe  are  a  running  knot, 
that  eafily  flips.  Few  receive  the  truth  in  tbe  love  of 
ity  and  have  their  hearts  united  to  Jefus  Chrift,  whp 
is  indeed  all  that  good  we  have  to  feek  after,  and  to 
cleave  to. 

*  Ow  TO  |l/XW  VtfWiM,  &C. 
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.  Yer.  ID.  Be  kindly  affeBioned,  one  to  an6tber  wiib 
brotherly  love  ;  in  honour  preferring  one  another. 

Novir,  in  thh  Way  of  holy  fpiritual  affedlion,  feek- 
itig  the  true  good  one  of  another,  be  kind  in  bro- 
therly love^  not  upon  defign  or  particular  intereft, 
but  by  a  natural  propeniion  ;  fuch  as  in  creatures  to 
their  young ;  fuch  a  tendernefs  as  is  amongi^  men  of 
neareft  relations,  parents,  and  children,  and  brethren ; 
and  know  tfrat  you  are  indeed  brethren  of  the  high- 
eft  birth  and  parentage;  and  fo,  beyond  all  brefthren, 
Chriftians  are  obliged  to  love  one  another :  alas ! 
that  in  them,  likewife,  it  fliould  ^  ove  fo  unhappily 
true,  that  the  love  of  brethren  is  rare  * ;  that  they 
ihould  be  fo  hardly  drawn  to  adls  of  love,  and  fo  eafily 
ftirred  to  fits  of  anger  and  bitterhefs,  one  towards  an- 
other. My  beloved,  are  we  Chriftians  ?  Oh  !  where 
is  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  ?  Where  that  great  law  of  his, 
that  badge  of  his  followers,  Love  one  another  !  that 
by  which  the  Chriftians  of  the  firft  times  aftoniflied 
the  Pagans  about  them  ?  Yea,  their  very  enemies  and 
perfecutors  were  amazed  at  iL  It  were  well,  and 
•would  be  one  confiderable  gain  by  our  enemies,  if 
their  combinations  and  malice  againft  the  godly 
might  drive  them  clofe  together^  and  unite  them  more 
to  one  another  in  love. 

In  honour  preferring  one  another.']  Putting  all  pof- 
fible  refpeft  on  one  another ;  this  not  in  ceremony^pr 
compliment,  though  thefe  civilities,  that  are  due,  and 
done  without  feignednefs  or  affectation,  are  not  dif« 
alk>wed,  yea,  are,  I  conceive,  included  ;  but  in  mat- 
ter of  real  efteem,  each  preferring  one  another  ;  for 
though  a  man  may  fee  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  he  con- 
verfes  with,  yet  pafling,  and  what  he  can,  covering 
thefe,  he  ought  to  take  notice  of  what  is  good.  All 
have  fomething  commendable,  and  none  hath  all ;'  fo 
the  mcaneft  may  in  fomething  be  preferable  to  the 
higheft  J  and  Chriftian  humility  and  charity  will  feck 

out 

*    Fratrum  quoque  gratia  rara  efi% 
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-out  for,  and  efpy  that,  and  for  it  put  all  refped  upon  . 
them,  that  their  quality  and  ftation  is  able  to  bear  ; 
and  in  this  one  fliould  prevent  another,  and  ftrive 
who  (ball  do  moft  in  this  kind,  as  a  good  and  happy 
jcoQtention, 

And  the  Jource  of  this  is  love  to  God,  that  ^fb  mor- 
tifies the  heart  to  all  outward  advantages,  that,  fur- 
ther than  a  man  is  tied  by  place  and  calling,  he 
would  not  receive,  much  lefs  defire,  any  kind  of  re- 
aped, from  any,  but  had  rather  be  flighted  and  difre- 
/garded.  Whatcares  a  foul,  enamoured  with  the  glo- 
ry to  come,  for. the  vain  paffing  air  of  preference  and 
honour  here  !  That  it  can  cafily  bate  to  any,  and,  fb 
far  as  a  man  has  any  power  of  it,  would  put  it  upon 
others,  far  rather  than  own  it  himfelf ;  fuch  an  one 
can  fweetly  pleafe  himfelf  in  being  the^  meanefl  in 
all  companies  where  he  comes,  and  pafling  for  fuch  ; 
and  he  is  glad  of  refped  done  to  others,  ftill  looking 
homeward,  where  there  is  no  prejudging  one  another 
at  all,  but  perfedt  unenvying  and  unenvied  glory. 
Glofy.here  is  to  be  fhunnedo-ather  than  purfued.;  and, 
if  it  will  follow,  yet  is  itjefs  to  be  regarded  than 
.thy  fhadow.  Oh  I  how  light  and  vanifhing  is  it,  and 
.even  things  more  folid  than  it ;  the  Ja^ion  of  this 
nJDorld  paffeth  awqy^  1  Cor.  vii.  31. 

Ver.  II.  Notjlothful  in  bujtne/s^  fervent  in  fpirit^f^r- 
wing  the  Lord^ 

^  Not  Jlothful  in  bujinefs.']  Thefe  condenfed  rule^ 
have  much  in  them,  and  this  is  very  needful,  for  of- 
ten a  liftlefs  indifpofed  wearinefs  overtakes  even  good 
xnen  ;  feeing  fo  little  to  be  done  to  any  purpofe,  they 
are  alraoft  ready  to  give  over  all ;  yet  they  ought  to 
beftir  themfelves,  and  apply  to  diligence  in  their 
place,  not  unduly  ftickling  and  bufy  in  things  im- 
proper, but  inclofing  thy  diligence  within  thy  fphere. 
Suffer  it  not  to  ftand,  but  keep  it  there  in  motion  : 
as  to  thy  worldly  affairs,  be  fo  diligent  as  to  giye 
Vol.  II.  3  H  them 
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them  good  defpatcb,  when  thoii  art  about  them,  but 
have  thy  heart  as  little  in  them,  as  much  difengaged, 
gs  may  be ;  yet,  fo-  acquitting  them  wifely,  they  (hall 
trouble  thee  the  lefs,  when  thou  art  in  higher  and 
better  employments.  As  to  thyfelf,  be  often  exa^ 
mining  thy  heart  and  ways,  driving  conftantly  againft 
fip  y  though  little  fenfible  advantage  be  gained,  yet  if 
thou  yield,  it  will  be  worfe.  If  it  prevail  fo  much 
amidft  all  thy  oppofition,  what  would  it  do  if  thou 
ibouldft  fit  ftill !  Ufe  all  holy  means,  how  fruitlefs 
foever  they  feem  for  the  prefetit,  and  waii  on  God. 
JVc  have  toiled  cfll  night j  faid  Simon,  and  taken  nothings 
Luke  V.  5. ;  and  yet  at  his  command,  eflaying  again, 
they  took  more  fit  once,  than  if,  after  their  ordinary 
way,  they  had  been  taking  all  night.  So  as  to  others, 
give  not  up  becaufe  thou  feeft  no  prefent  fuccefs,  but, 
in  thy  pUoe,  admQniJb^  exhort  and  rebuke^  with  all 
meeknefs  and  patience.  Doth  pod  wait  qn  finners, 
and  wilt  not  thou  wait  a  little  for  others  ? 

Fervent  in  fpirit.]  Beware  of  a  fretful  impatience; 
that  is  a  fickly  diftempered  heat,  as  that  of  a  fever, 
that  makes  a  man  unfit  for  work  •  and  men  common- 
ly in  this  break  away  from  their  bulinefs :  But  much 
healthful  natural  heat  makes  a  man  flrong,  and  able 
to  endure  labour,  and  continue  in  it.  This  is  the  thing 
here  recommended.  To  be  fo  l^ot  vmd  fervent  infpirit 
is  a  great  advantage ;  it  is  the  very  ftrcngth  of  the  foul 
in  all  employments :  much  love  to  God,  and  defire  of 
his  glory  ;  this  is  the  heat  that  will  not  weary,  will 
phcerfully  go  through  all  difcouragements ;  many  wa^ 
ters  will  not  quench  it.  This  fervour  of  fpirit,  wrought 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  dotli  clearly  difference  itfelf 
jfrom  that  inordinate  beat  of  oiir  fpirits,  which  may 
fometimes  cither  ad  alone,  or  mingle  itfelf  with  the 
Other  in  the  beft  caufes  and  affairs.  That  holy  fervour 
^s  compofed  and  regular  in  working,  runs  not  headily 
^o  unadvifed  or  diforderly  ways  j  it  is. a  fweet  delight- 
full  heat,  not  painful  and  vexing  as  the  other ;  it  car- 
jics  on  to  duty^  and  is  not  difturbed  about  events. 
-  $ervif^ 
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Serving  the  Lord.']  Some  copies  have  \t^  ferving  the 
time  ;  which  though  it  may  bear  a  fair  conflrudion, 
of  taking  prefent  occafions  of  good,  and.  being  ufeful 
in  our  generation,  and  accommodating  ourfelves  in 
all  lawful  things  to  times  and  perfons,  for  their  good, 
as  our  Apoftle  became  all  things  to  all^  to  "winfome  j 
yet,  this  kind  of  expreffion  not  being  found  elfewhere 
in  Scripture,  and  the  mod  copies  having  it  as  we  read 
it,  and  fome  miftake  of  letters  in  tranfcribers  feem-^ 
lag  to  have  occaiioned  it,  it  is  much  rather  to  be 
taken  as  in  our  verfion. 

But,  Qut  of  all  queilion,  fome  do  follow  that  mif-^ 
taken  reading  in  its  worftfenfe;  inftead  of  T^r^z/?^ 
tbe  Lord,  fbrving  the  times  :  And  this  fome,  even  in 
evil  ways ;  others,  in  \^ays  that  are  good ;  yet  follow*  . 
ing  upon  trull,  and  complying,  though  unwillingly, 
becaufe  the  times  carry  things  fo ;  bi^t  where  times 
change  to  the  worfe,  thefe  men  are  difcovered  ;  for 
ftili  they  ferve  their  mailer,  the  times,  and  their  own 
advantage  in  them ;  which  way  foeyer  that  goes,  they 
follow  :  So  that  their  following  the  better  fide,  in  bet* 
ter  times,  is  but  accidental. 

Biit  tl]^is  ferving  tie  Lord  is  more  even  and  lalling : 
Serving  him  Hill  in  all  times,  doing  all  for  him,  ha^ 
Ying  no  aim  but  his  glory ;  fuch  a  heart  cannot  be 
diverted  jfrom  its  courfe  by  ^ny  counter-^blall  of  times. 

Would  you  be  iled&ft  in  times  of  approaching 
trial/  feek  hearts  acquainted  with  God,  and  fixed  on 
him ;  for  others  will  be  Ihaken ;  but  fuch  will  follow 
him  through  all  hazards,  ax;kd  fear  no  ill  while  he  is 
with  them. 

Ven  12.  Rejoicing  in  kope.J  Oh !  this  we  feldom 
da  .  When  are  our  hearts  as  tra.nfported  with  tbe 
hleSpid  bope  of  our  inberitance?  this  would  make  us 
1?h^t  fUlows,  .  .  ,, 

Pi^ient  in  tfibulafign^l  People  would  hear  much  of 

this,  of  preparing  for  fUfferipg  :  there  may  be  a  dif- 

tf  xnptr  lA  defiriog  to  liear  a^i^  fpeak  fo  much  of  that. 

^^-  ^  *  '  What 
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What  though  trials  be  coming,  as  it  is  likely  they 
are,  we  fhould  account  too  much  of  ourfelVes,  and 
this  prefent  \«*jrld,  to  dwell  exprefsly  on  that  fubjeft. 
We  fee  the  ApSftles  do  not  fo,  though  they  lived  and 
wrote  in  times  t|f  other  fort  of  perfecution  than  we 
have  yet  feeii ;  and  they,  to  whom  the  Apoftle  h^e 
writes,  lived  where  it  was  mod  violent  and  potent, 
and  yet  they  fpend*  not  all  on  this  :  Some  brief  words 
of  it,  interfperfed  with  the  difcourfe,  thrown*  as  it 
were  into  a  parenthefis ;  but  ftill  the  main  is,  the 
dodlrine  of  faith  and  rules  of  holinefs ;  and  thefe  are 
indeed  the  great  furniture  for  all  fufferings  :  I  know 
no  otlier.  To  fee  much  the  excellency  and  worth  of 
J^fus  Chrift,  the  riches  of  our  hope  in  him.;  to  hav^ 
thefe  in  our  view,  much  in  our  hearts  and  in  our 
mouths ;  thefe  drown  all  the  little  fears  of  prefent 
things.  See  how,  in  paffing,  our  Apoftle  fpeaks^  as 
it  were  in  a  flighting  way,  of  alt  fufferings?  for  him  ^ 
I  have  call  it  up,  fays  ht ;  and  I  reckon^  that  the  fuf^ 
ferings  of  this  prefent  time  (of  this  tiqw)  are  not  wor^ 
thy  to  he  compared  to  the  glory  which  fball  be  revealed 
in  vs. 

Again,  the  other  thing  is  the  rules  of  holinefs ; 
thefe  powerfully  enable  for  fuffering  any  thing,  ra* 
therthan  unholinefs:  The  ficknefs-of  the  foul,  tkcft 
corrupt  humours  of  fin,  make  it  ctazy,  tilat  it  can 
endure  no  blafts  of  air ;  but  when  it  is  purged  and 
free  from-  thefe,  and  in  communion  with  God  in  his 
ways,  then  is  it  healthful  and  ftrong  ;  and  fo  is  able 
to  endure  any  thingi  The  mortifying  of  our  affec- 
tions to  the  world,  that  is  it  that  enables  for  fuffer- 
ing. Whither  reaches  the  cruelty  of  man,  but  to 
thy  goods  or  body  ?  Aad  what  makes  any  faint,  but 
an  over-efteem  of  thefe,  by  which  they  are  filled 
withdefires  to  preferve,  and fearsta lofe  them?  Now, 
when  the  heart  is  difengaged  from  ^  thefe,  and  hatJi 
taken  up  in  God,  Is  ricW*¥hd  cohlencirtbim,'  it  ftands 
not  much  to  the  courtefy^of  atiy  j  let  them  take  the 
reft  I  it  -fiifferrwifb  joy^'th^-f^oilmg.  ff^gSbi^,  'H^»g 
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in  beaven  a  more  enduring  fubjlance^  Heb.  x.  34.  And 
for  the  utmofty  killing  theoiy  they  look  on  it  as  the 
bigbeft  favour ;  it  is  to  them  but  the  making  a  hole^ 
for  them  in  their  prifon-wall  to  get  out  at^  There- 
fore, I  fay^r  there  is  nothing  doth  fo  fit  for  all  encoun- 
ters, as  to  be  much  inftru<fted  in  that  which  is  the 
fubffance  of  Chriftianity,^  hearts  purified,  and  lives  ho- 
lily  and  fpiritually  regulated.  In  a  word,  much  flu- 
dy  of  Chrifl,  and  much  ftudy  of  thyfelf,  for  ought 
I  know,  are  the  wifeft  and  ftrongeft  preparatives  for 
all  poflible  fufferings. 

How  fweetly  can  the  foul  retire  into  him»  and  re* 
pofe  in  him,  in  the  greateft  dorms.  I  know  nothing 
that  can^  much  difmay  him  that  can  believe  and  pray  ^^ 
That  you  fee  is  added. 

Continuing  injlant  in  prayer.^  If  afraid  of  fainting, 
yea,  if  at  the  point  of  fainting^  this  revives  the  foul> 
draws  in  na  lefs  than  the  llrength  of  God  to  fupport 
it :  And  what  then  can  furcharge  it  ? 

Thy  accefs  to  him  all  the  enemies  ia  the  world 
cannot  hinder  \  the  cloieft  prifon  fhuts  not  out  thy 
God ;  yea,  rather  it  (huts  out  other  things  and  com- 
panies, that  thou  mayeft  have  the  more  leifure  for 
him,  and  the  fwceter  converfe  with  him.  Oh  I  ac- 
quaint yourfelves  with  thi^  exercife  of  prayer,  and 
by  it  with  God,  that  if  days  of  trouble  come,  you 
may  know  whither  to  go^and  what  way ;  and  if  you 
know  this  way,  whatever  befals  you,  you  are  not 
.much  to  be  ben:K)aned. 


i»  Nempt  tenens  quod  amo,  nibilj  ilium  ampleKUi^  timeBo^ 
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CHARGES,    &c. 

To  the  Clergjf  of  the  DIocefan  Synod  of  Dun- 
blane^  by  Bifhop  Leighton* 


Never  before  printed. 


I^  Bi/bQp  LeigbtofCs  Charge. to  bis  Clergy^ 
September  i^6ti^ 

TDK   DISCIPLINE.  . 

First,  That  all  diligence  be  ufed  for  the  ];epreffing 
of  profanenefs,  and  for  the  advancement  of  folid  piety 
and  holinefs.  - 

Secondly,  That  not  only  fcandals  of  unchaftity^ 
but  drunkennefs^  fwearing,  curfing,  fUthy-fpeaking^ 
and  mocking  of  religion,  and  all  other  grofs  offences, 
be  brought  under  church-cenfure. 

Thirdly,  That  fcandalous  offenders  be  not  abfol- 
ved,  till  there  appear  in  them  very  probable  figns  of 
true  repentance. 

Fourthly,  That  inquiry  be  made,  by  the  minifler. 
not  only  into  the  knowledge,  but  the  pradice  and  track 
of  life,  of  thofc  who  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  holy 
communion  ;  and  all  profane,  and  evidently  impeni- 
tent, perfons  J>e  fedluded,  till  their  better  converfan 
tion,  and  obedience  to  the  gofpel,  be  more  apparent^ 

Fifthly,  That  family-prayer  be  inquired  after ;  and 
they  that  can,  be  exhorted  to  join  with  it  reading  of 
tl^c  §cri^turcs. 

FOR 
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FOR   WORSHIP. 

-^ -;       r  '*^      •  '     /    i  i    "^ 
Firft,  That,  inftch'd  of  leduring  and  preaching 

both.  9t  one  meeting,  larger  portions  of  the  H0I7 
Seri^turesV  one.  whole- chapter  atleaftpof  each  Tefta- 
tnent,  and  pialms  withal^  1)6  conftantly^xead;  and 
this  not  as  a  by-work,  whilfe  they  are  convening,  but 
after  the  people  are  well  convened,  and  the  worfhip 
folemnly  begun  ,wi(lji  K^pofeflion  o^  fins  and  prayer, 
cither  by  the  minifter  or  fome  fit  perfon  by  him  ap- 
pointed. 

Seicondly,  That  the  Lord's  prayer  be  reftorcd  to 
more  frequent  ufe ;  likewife,  the  doxology  and  the 
creed. 

Thilfdly,  That  daily  public  prayer,  in  churches, 
morning  and  evening;  with  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
be  ufed,  where  it  can  be  had  conveniently,  and  the 
people  be  exhorted  to  frequent  them ;  not  fo  as  to  think 
that  this  ihould  excufe  them  from  daily  private 
.pfay^f  in  tl^e^.ffiinilies  and  in'^rct/  biut  rather  as 
^  help  to  <fnable  them,  and  difpc^e  them  the  more 
for  1)oth  thefe :  and  let  the  conftant  ufe  pf  fecret 
prayer  be  reconn|[|efid^d  to  all  perfons,  as  the  great 
in^rumeqt  of  ian^lifying  the  foul,  and  of  entertain- 
ing and  ixicreafing  in  itL the, love  <>f  Cod, 

Fourthly,  That  the;  younger  fort,  and  the  ignorant, 
be .  diligently  catechifed,  at  fit  times,  all  the  year 
through  ;  and  that  work  not  wholly  laid  over  on  fome 
days  or  weeks  before  the  celebration  of  the  commu- 
nion ;  but  that  the' inquiry,  at  that  time,  be  rather 
of  their  good  converfation,  and  due  difpofition  for 
partaking  of  that  holy  ordinance,  as  was  faid  before 
^^n  an  article  touching  difcipline. 

;  Fifthly,  That  minifters  ufe  fotne  fliort  form  of  ca- 
tQchilm,  fuch  as  (jhi^y  may  require  account  of,  till  a 
common  form  be  agreed  on. 

Sixthly,  That  preaching  be  plain,  and  ufeful  for 
^U  capapitiesj  not  entangled  with  ufelefs  queftion3 

and 
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fthd  difputes,  nor  continued  to  a  wearifome  length. 
The  great  and  moft  neceflary  principles  of  religion^ 
ihoft  frequently  treated  upon ;  and  oftentime  larget' 
portions  of  Scripture  explained,  and  fu^table  inftruc- 
tions  and  exhortations  thence  dediiced  ;  and  let  that 
be  the  fernton  at  that  time ;  which  will  doubtlefs  be  as 
truly  preaching  and  ufeful,  if  not  more  fo,  than  in- 
iifting/for  a  whole  fermon  or  more^  upon  one  fhort 
Terfe  or  fentence. 

The  BifliopI  phipouoded  to  the  brethren,  that  it 
4)7a8  to  be  reihinded^  by  himfelf  and  them  both,  to 
how  eminent  degrees  of  purity  of  heart  and  life  their 
holy  calling  doth  engage  them  $  to  how  great  con- 
tempt of  this  prefent  world,  and  inflamed  aflfedions 
toward  heaven,  fpringing  froih  deep  perfuafions  with- 
in them  of  thofe  things  they  preach  to  others,  and 
from  the  daily  meditation  of  them,  and  fervent  prayfer : 
and  that  we  confider  how  ill  it  becomes  us  to  be 
much  in  the  trivial  cpnverfktion  of  the  world ;  but^ 
when  our  duty  or  nedeifity  involves  us  in  company^ 
that  our  fpeech  and  deportment  be  exemplarily  holy, 
xniniftering  grace  to  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe  } 
and,  (to  add  but  this  one  thing,  fo  fuitable  to  mini- 
iters  of  the  gofpel  of  peace),  that  We  be  meek  and 
gentle,  and  lovers  and  ex^horters  of  peace,  private 
and  public,  amongft  all  ranks  of  men  ;  endeavouring 
rather  to  quench^  than  to'  increafe^the  ufelefs  debates 
and  contentions  that  abound  in  the  world  j  and  be 
always  more  ftudious  of  pacific  than  polemic  divini-' 
ty ;  that  certainly  being  much  diviner  than  this,  for  ^ 
the  ftudents  of  it  are  called  the  fobs  of  God^ 


H.   The  Bi/bop^s  Addrefs  after  the  bujinefs  was  over^ 
O£loberi66s. 

Aft^jr  the  affairs  of  the  Synod  were  ended,  the 
Bi^op  (hewed  the  brethren  he  had  fomewhat  to  im<^ 
part  to  them  that  concerned  himfelf,  which,  thouffh 
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it  imported  little  or  nQthing.  either  to  t&om  or  th^ 
church,  yet  he  judged  it  hil  duty  to  acquaint  theoi 
with  :  Aqd  it  was,  the  r^folutioo  he  had  taken 
of  retiring  from  this  public  charge ;  and  that  ^U 
the  account  he  could  give  of  the  reafons  moving 
him  to  it,  was  briefly  this:  The  feofe  be  had  of 
hit  own  unworthineis  of  fo  high  a  ftation  in  the 
church,  and  hia  wearinefs  of  the  contentions  of  this 
church,  which  Teemed  rather  to  be  growing  (ban  aba- 
sting  ;  and,  by  their  growth,  did  make  fo  great  abate- 
ments of  that  Chriftian  meeknefs  and  mutual  chari- 
ty, that  is  fo  much  more  worth .  than  the  whole  funk 
<tf  all  that  we  contend  about.  He  thanked  the  bretb^ 
ren  for  all  their  undeferved  refped  and  kindnefi  m%^ 
nifefted  to  hinxfelf  all  along ;  and  defired  their  good 
conftrudlon  of  the  poor  endeavours  he  bad  ufed  to 
ferTe  them,  and  to  afl^ft  tbem  in  promoting  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  and  the  great  deiigna  of  the  gofpei^ 
in  their  bounds;  and  if,  in  anything,  in  word  or 
deed,  he  had  offendeid  th^n,  or  any  of  them,  he  ve« 
ry  carneftly  and*  humbly  crared  their  pardon :  And 
having  recommended  to  tbem  to  continue  in  the  ft]u- 
dy  of  peace  and  holinefs^  and  of  ardent  leve  to  our 
great  Lord  and  Mailer,  and  tQ  the  WU  he  bath  fo 
dearly  bought,  he  ck>fed  with  thefe  wovds  of  the  A'^ 
poftle:  ♦^  Finally,  brethren,  farewell:  Be  peife€l,. 
*^  be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  One  mind,  and  iive  in 
,^*  peace ;  and  the  God  of  peace  9nd  love  ihall  be 
**  with  you." 


III.     The  Brfbofs  Charge,  Oaober  i666. 

I.  It  was  enaded,  That  all  the  miniiieFS  do  en- 
deavour to  bring  their  people  to  a  high  efteem  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  of  the  reading  of  them  in  pub- 
lic ;  and  to  give  evidence  thereof,  by  reverent  and 
attentive  hearing,  none  being  permitted  to  ftond  a- 
bout  the  doors,  or  lie  in  the  kirk-yard,  during  tile 
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time  of  i^eading;  and  if,  aft^r  Warning  givefi  them 
of  this,  any  fhall  be  found  to  continue  in  the  fame 
difotder^  they  arc,  by  due  rebukes  and  cenfures,  to 
be  brought  to  obedience* 

5&,  That  the  minifteri  be  carefbl  to  direft  the  read- 
ers what  parts  of  the  Seriptiites'are  moft  frequently  to 
be  redd  t  ^,  the  hiftories  of  the  gofj^l^  add  the  epif- 
tles  ;  and  of  the  Old  Teftamenti,  tbfe  moft  intelligible 
and  pfadlical  pafts^  particularly,  larg6  portions  of  the 
^ialftis  at  ^11  times,  belrtg  both  fo  excelleritly  inftruc- 
tive,  and  Withal  fo  divine  forms  of  prayers  and  prai- 
fed,  and  therfefSre'  have  been  fo  much  ufed  by  the 
ChrilliAn  churchds  in  all  ages,  and  always  made  fo 
great  a  part  of  their  public  fervlce* 

^.  That  no  readers  be  permitted,  biit  fuch  as  are 
tried  and  approved  by  the  Prelbytery. 

4.  That,  belides  th€  reading  betwixt  the  fecoiid 
and  third  bell,  which  is  but  as  in  the  interval  for 
thofe  thaC  are  come,  till  the  reft  do  convene,  fome 
part  of  the  Scriptures  be  read  after  the  laft  bell  is 
rung  out,  and  the  eongfegatioh  more  fully  met,  and 
the  minifter  is  come  in  ;  either  by  himfelf,  or  by  the 
reader  at  his  appointment ;  one  chapter  at  lead,  toge-^ 
ther  with  fome  of  the  Pfalms,  one  or  more,  as  they 
are  <^f  length,  and  of  which  fome  part  afterwards' 
may  be  fung,  and  fo  the  people  fttall  the  better  un- 
derftand  what  they  fing.  Thus  fhall  this  fo  ufeful 
ordinance  of  public  reading  of  the  Scriptures  be  per- 
formed with  more  folemnity,  and  brought  into  great- 
er refpeft  and  veneration,  and  the  people  be  more 
univerfally  and  plentifully  edified  by  it.  But,  toge- 
ther with  this,  the  reciting  of  the  leh  command- 
ments,  and  the  belief,  according  to  the  a<93  of  for- 
mer Synods,  is  no  LordVday  to  be  omitted  ;  nor  is 
this  only  or  mainly  meant  as  a  help  to  the  peoples 
learning  the  words  of  them,  and  fo  being  able  to  re- 
peat them,  but  as  a  fblemn  publication  of  the  law  oc 
Ood,  as  the  rule  of  our  life,  and  a  foleiiin  profelfion 
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of  our  believing  the  articles  of  our  Chriftian  feith, 
tuid  for  the  quickening  of  our  affedlions  toward  both. 

And  as  to  th?it  exercife  of  reading  the  Scriptures, 
it  cannot  be  imagined  that  any  welHnftrui^ed  an4 
folid-minded  Chriiltan  can  queftion  the  great  expe- 
diency and  ufefulnefs  of  it  for^  all  ranks  of  people : 
for,  befides  that  many  of  our  commons  cannot  read, 
and  jfo  cannot  ufe  the  Scriptures  in  private,  and  too 
many  that  can,  yet  dp  negl^^  it,  even  they  that  ufe 
them  rooft  in  privgtCi  will  not  only  no  whjt  the  lefs, 
but  fo  muc^  the  mor^,  be  well  f9tisfie4  and  edified 
with  hearing  them  read, in  public,  and  will  more  re- 
verently and  religioufly  attend  to  them,  and,  with 
^  the  blefling  of  God  upon  them  fo  doing,  not  fail  to 
find  (what  others  can  fay  t.iey  have  often  found)  dir 
vers  paffages  and  fentences  falling  frequently  in  upon 
their  hearts  in  public  reading,  with  pa^icular  warmth 
and  divine  force,  nothing  below*  if  not  fometimes 
beyond,  what  they  ufually  find  in  private. 
,  If  the  minifter  think  fit  to  make  bi^  ferqipn  for  the 
time,  upon  fpipe  part  of  f^bat,  by  bin^felf,  or  by  bis 
appointment,  hath  bef^n  re^d,  it  jn^y  do  well ;  and 
poffibly  fo  much  the  better,  the  longer  the  text  be, 
and  thp  ftiorter  the  fermon  be  ;  for,  it  is  greatly  to 
be  fufpefted,  that  pur  ufual  way  of  very  ftiort  texts, 
jjnd  very  long  fermons,  is  apt  to  weary  people  more, 
gnd  profit  them  lefg. 

But,  whatfocver  they  dp  in  this,  tl^ey  would  be- 
ware of  returning  to  thei^  long  expofitipns,  befides 
tbeir  fermon,  at  one  and  the  fame  meeting  j  which, 
befides  the  tedioufnefs  and  other  inponveniencies,  i^ 
apt  to  foment  in  peoples  (ninds,  the  foplilh  prejudice 
. .  and  proud  difdain  they  have  taken  againft  the  Scrip- 
tures read  without  a  fuperadded  difcourfe,  in  which 
conceit,  for  ajl  their  zeal  againfl:  Popery,  they  feem 
to  be  too  much  of  the  Romiih  opinion,  as  accounting 
the  Holy  Scriptures  fo  obfcure  in  themfelves,  that  it 
|s  fomeway  dangerous,  or  at  l^ad  altogether  unpro$t- 
fihltf,  to  intrufl;  the  common  people  either  with  read* 
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il^S  or  hearing  any  part  of  them  at  any  time,  unlefs 
they  b#ba(;ked  with  continual  expofitions. 

5.  That  miniilers  do  endeavour  to  reduce  the  peo« 
pie  from  the  irreverent  deportment  they  have  gene* 
rally  contraded  in  the  public  worlhip ;  particularly, 
from  their  moft  indecent  fitting  at  prayer ;  to  kneel 
or  ftandy  as  conveniently  they  may,  that  we  may 
worlhip,  both  with  our  bodies  and  with  our  foub.  Him 
that  made  both,  and  made  them  for  that  very  end. 
Oh !  how  needful  is  that  invitatory  to  be  often  rung 
in  our  ears,  that  feem  wholly  to  have  forgot  it,  **  Oh ! 
^'  come,  and  let  us  worfhip,  and  bow  down  and  kneel 
^*  before  the  Lord  our  Maker." 
.  6*  That  people  be  frequently  and  earneflly  ex^ 
.borted  to  morning  and  evening  prayer  in  their  fami-' 
lies,  efpecially  the  prime  families  in  pariflies,  as  moft 
exemplary. 

7.  That  the  way  of  catechifing  be  more  adapted 
to  the  capacity  of  our  rude  and  ignorant  people  }  and 

^  that  our  fermons,  particularly  thofe  of  the  afternoon, 
may  be  I^o^e  frequently  beftbwed  on  the  moft  plain 
and  intelligible  way  of  explaining  fome  point  of  ca-* 
techetical ,  dodrine. 

8.  It  was  recommended,  Thiat  convenient  utenfils 
be  provided  in  every  kirk,  for  the  adminiftration  Qf 
the  holy  facraments. 

9.  That,  according  to  our  great  and  ftanding  duty, 
"we  be  ftill  more  and  more  zealous  and  careful,  by 

dodrine  and  difcipline,  to  purge  out  all  profanenefs ; 
particularly,  the  moft  common  and  crying  fins,  as 
drunkennefs,  curfing.  fwearing,  railing,  and  bitter 
fpeaking,*^nd  rotten  filthy  fpeaking,  fo  ufual  amongft 
the  common  fort,  in  their  houfe  or  field  labour  to* ' 
gether,  particularly  in  harveft :  and  that  it  be  by  ail 
minifters  recommended  to  the  owrfers  of  the  crops, 
and  overfeers  of  the  reapers,  to  range  them  fo  to  their 
work,  and  in  fuch  divifions,  as  may  give  leaft  occa^ 
^01^  to  any  thing  of  that  kipd, 
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tio.  That,  as  we  ourfelves  would  b^  exemplary  in 
jiolinefs,  we  would  endearoor  that  our  fenwrts  pie- 
biSf  or  ciders  of  the  people,  be  fo  too :  and,  for  that 
end,  rather  to  have  them  well  chofen,  though  ftwer, 
than  a  great  number  of  fuch  as  too  often  they  are. 

11.  That  the  Prclbytcries  do  inquire  of  each  one 
of  their  number  concerning  the  cdebration  of  the 
communion,  that  at  lead. our  ufual  returns  of  it  be 
negleAed  by  none ',  for,  it  is  one  Of  the  great  defeAs 
and  reproaches  oF  our  church,  that  that  great  ordi- 
nance, being  fo  nfefui  for  the  increafe  of  holinefs, 
Ihould  be  fo  feldom  adm^niftered,  ai  with  Us  it  is, 
even  where  it  is  ofteneft.  For  the  way  of  examina- 
tion in  order  to  it,  fomewbat  is  fet  down  in  our  firft 
,Synod,  which  may  be  looked  at^  if  pofiibly  it  may 
prove  to  be  of  any  ufe. 


^ '   IV.  Paper  js[iv^n  in  by  the  Bi/bop  to  the  Synods 
April  1667. 

I  confefs  that  my  own  inaSivti  and  unmeddling 
temper  may  be  too  apt  to  prevail  againft  the  known 
duty  of  ray  ftation,  and  naay  incline  me  rather  to  in- 
quire too  little  than  too  much  into  the  deportment  of 
others ;  and  rather  to  be  deficient,  than  to  exoeed  in 
•admonitions  and  advices  to  my  brethren,  in  matters 
of  their  duty  :  And,  befides  this  natural  averfion,  the 
fcnfe  of  my  own  great  unworthinefs  and  filthinefs, 
may  give  me  check,  antl  be  a  very  ftrong  curb  Upon  me, 
in  ceofaring  others  for  what  may  be  amifs,  or  in  of- 
fering any  rules  for  the  redrefs  of  it :  And  there  is 
yet  another  confideration,  that  bends  ftill  further  that 
way  ;  for,  I  am  fo  defirous  to  keep  far  off  from  the 
reach  of  that  prejudice,  that  abounds  in  thefe  parts, 
againft  the  very  name  of  my  facred  fundtion,  as  apt 
t6  command  and  domineer  too  much,  that  I  may 
polfibly  err  on  the  other  hand,  and  fcarce  perform 
il^e  duty  of  the  loweft  and  moft  moderate  kind  of 

moderator ; 
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moderator ;  fo  that  I  am  forced  to  fpur  and  driv^  up 
myfelf  agaiofl;  all  thefe  retardmeats^  to  fuggeft  msr 
thing,  how  ufeful  foever,  beyond  our  road  or  accuu 
tom^  way,  efpecially,  finding  how  little  anything 
of  that  kind  takes,  and  prevails  to  any  real  efied. 

However,  when  any  thing  appears  to  me  of  evi- 
dent reafon  and  ufefulnef^,  and  that  eisifily  jpina  in^ 
and  paceth  witb^  our  Handing  cuftoms,  I  judge  it  my 
4uty  to  offer  it  to  you  ;  and  I  hope,  if  that  ye  ftiall  find 
it  of  any  ufe,  ye  will  not  rejeft  it,  but  rather  improve 
it  to  fomewbat  better,  that  by  occafion  of  it  may  arife 
in  your  own  tboyghtsu 

Something  of  this  kind  I  have  formerly  moved^ 
concerning  the  way  of  dealing  with  perfons.  fallea 
into  fcandalous  fin  :  Frequent  ipeaking  with  them  ia 
private,  to  the  qonvinciiig  and^awakening  their  con^ 
faiences  to  a  Uveiy  fenfe  of  fin^  and  dire&ing  them 
in  the  exercifes  of  repentancet  and  exhorting  them 
to  fet  apart  fome  time  for  a  foleron  humbling  of  theix: 
fouls  in  failing  and  (prayer ;  and  not  to  admit  them 
to  public  cohfeiiion,  until  they  have,  to  our  beft  dif--^ 
cerning,  fome  real  h(;art-fenfe  of  fin,  and  remorfe  for 
it,  and  ferious  purpofes  of  pewnefs  of  life. 

Likewife,  I  fuggefted  fomewhat  touching,  the  way 
of  examining  of  all  perfons,  toward  their  admifiioa 
to  the  holy  communion,  befides  the  ordinary  way  of 
catechifing  the  younger  and  naore  ignorant  iort ;  and 
fome  other  particulars^  much  like  thefe,.  that  now  X 
will  not  repeat. 

That  which  I  would  recommend  at  this  time,  re* 
lates  to  the  bufinefs  of  Privy  trials  (as.  they  arc  call- 
ed) of  minifters  in  their  Preflj.yteries,  toward  the 
time  of  the  Synod  j  in  which  I  have  perceived,,  in  fon» 
places,,  (if  I  may  be  pardoned  that  free  word),  very 
much  of  fuperficial  empty  form;  for  the  help  of 
which,  befides  other  ways  which  may  be  thought  on,^ 
that  which  occurs  to  me  at  prefent,  is  this :  That 
fome  certain  queftions  be  alked  of  every  minifier  be-* 
fore  he  withdraws^  and  thefe  be  much  the  iame 
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with  thofe  that  ufaally  arc,  or  fitly  may  be,  propdun-^ 
ded  to  the  elders  and  people  concerning  their  mini-f 
ftcr,  at  the  vifitation  of  particular  kirks.  For, 
though,  in  the  cafe  we  now  fpeak  of,  we  can  have 
nothing  but  every  man's  own  word  concerning  him- 
feif,  yet  this  does  not  render  it  an  ufelefs.  thing  ;  for^ 
befides  that  divers  of  the  queftions  will  be  of  things 
fo  obvious  to  public  knowledge,  that  no  man  will 
readily  adventure  to  giye  an  untrue  anfwer,  where  it 
xnay  be  fo  eafily  traced,  there  is  much  to  be  given  to 
the  prcfumed  ingenuity  and  veracity  of  a  minifter^ 
efpecially  in  what  is  folemnly  and  pun^ually  inquir- 
ed of  him ;  and  whatfoeyer,  formerly,  hath  been,  or 
hath  not  been,  his  former  degree  of  diligence  in  the 
particulars,  the  very  inquiry  and  afking  concerning 
them,  will  be  apt  to  awake,  in  every  man,  a  more  fe- 
rious  refleAion  upon  himfelf  touching  each  point ; 
and  the  drawing  forth  fuch  an  exprefs  anfwer  to 
each  before  his  brethren,  will  probably  excite  and 
engage  him  to  higher  exadnefs  in  all  of  them  for  the 
time  to  come. 

The  particulars  I  conceive  may  be  thefe,  and  fuch 
others,  like  them,  as  may  be  further  thought  fit. 

I.  Whether  he  be  conftantly  afiiduous  in  plain 
and  profitable  preaching,  inftruding,  and  exhorting^ 
and  reproving,  moft  exprefsly  and  frequently,  thofe 
fins  that  abound  moft  among  his  people ;  and  in  all 
things,  to  his  beft  ikill,  fitting  his  dodtrine  to  the  ca- 
pacities, necelfities,  and  edification  of  all  forts  with- 
in his  charge  ? 

3.  Whether  he  be  diligent  in  catechifing,  employ- 
ing throughout  the  year  fuch  feafons  ^nd  times  for  it, 
as  may  be  eafieft  and  fitteft  for  the  people  to  attend 
it,  and  not  wholly  cafting  it  over  upon  fome  few  daysf 
or  weeks  near  the  time  of  the  communion  ? 

3,  How  often  in  the  year  he  celebrates  the  holy 
communion  ?  for  I  am  afliamed  to  &y,  whether,  at 
Icaft,  once  every  year  ? 

4- 
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4.  Whether  he  does  faithfully  and'  impartially  ex- 
ercife  difcipline,  and  bring  all  known  fcandals  to  due 
cenfure ;  and  does  fpeak  privately,  and  that  oftener 
than  once,  with  the  perfons  conyiQ:ed,  and  admits 
them^  jiot  to  public,  acknowledgment,  till  he  fees  in 
them  fbme  probable  figns  qf  true  repentance. 

5.  Whether  he  be  diligent,  by  himfclf  and  his 
elderSy  in  all  convenient  ways,  to  know  the  deport- 
ment of  the  feveral  families  andvperfons  of  his  flock  ; 
and  do  frequently  vifit  the  families,  and  not  only  afk, 
but  dohis  heft  certainly  toinformhimfelf,  whether  they 
conftantly  ufe  motning  and  evening  prayer,  together 
with  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  if  they  have  any  that  can  - 
do  it ;  and  whether  this  point  of  family  exercife  be 
fpecially  provided  for  in  the  choice  families  in  the 
parifh. 

6.  Whether  he  be  careful  of  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  of  vifiting  the  fick,  whenfoever  he  knows  of  any, 
even  though  they  negle<3:  to  fend  for  him  ;  and  for 
this  end  make  inquiry,  and  the  rather  'prevent  their 
fending,  becaufe  they  commonly  defer  that,  till  it 
can  be  of  little  or  no  ufe  to  them. 

7.  Whether  he  does  in  private  plainly  and  freely 
admonifli  thofe  he  knows,  or  hath  caufe  to  fufpe<^,  to 
be  given  to  uncleannefs,  or  drunkennefs,  or  fwearing, 
<5r  any  kind  of  inordinate  walking,  efpecially  if  they 
be  of  that  quality  that  engages  him  frequently  to 
converfe  with  them ;  and  if  they  continue  fuch, 
ieaves  off  that  converfe;  and  if  their  mifcarriage  be 
public,  brings  them  to  public  cenfure. 

8.  Whether  he  watches  exaiSlly  over  his  own  con- 
yerfation  in  all  things,  that  he  not  only  give  no  of- 
fence, but  be  an  example  to  the  flock,  and  preach  by 
living. 

9.  Whether  he  fpend  the  greatefl:  portions  of  his 
time  in  private,  in  reading,  and  prayer,  and  medita- 
tion,— a  thing  fo  neceflary  to  enable  him  for  all  the 
-other  parts  of  his  duty. 

Vol.  II.  3  K  lo.  Whether 
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10.  Whether  he  makes  it  the  ^eat  bufinefsy  and 
withal  the  great  pleafore,  of  his  life,  to  fulfil  the  work 
of  his  tnitiiftry,  io  the  feveral  parts  and  duties  of  it, 
out  of  love  to  God,  and  to  the  fouls  of  his  people. 

11.  If  he  does  not  only  avoid  grofs  offeoces,  (which, 
in  a  guide  of  fouls,  were  intolerable),  but  ftudies 
daily  to  mortify  pride,  and  raih  anger,  and  vain-glo- 
ry, and  covetoufnefs,  and  love  of  this  world  and  of 
fenfual  pleafures,  and  felf-love,  and  all  inordinate 
paffibos  and  affedions,  even  in  thofe  inilances  where- 
in th6y  are  fubtileft  and  leaft  difcernible  by  others, 
and  commonly  too  little  difcerned  by  ourfelves. 

12.  If  he  not  only  lives  in  peace  with  his  brethren 
and  flock^  and  withal  as  much  as  is  poflible,  but  is 
an  ardent  lover  and  promoter  of  it,  reconciling  diffe- 
rences, and  preferving  good  agreement,  all  he  can, 
amongft  his  people. 

It  hath  not  efcaped  my  thoughts,  that  fome  of  thefe 
queflions,  being  of  things  more  inward,  may  feem 
lefs  fit  to  be  publicly  propounded  to  any  ;  and  that 
the  beft  bbfervers  of  them,  will,  both  out  of  modefty, 
and  real  humility,  and  fevere  judging  of  themfelves, 
be  apteft  to  charge  themfelves  with  deficiency  in 
them,  and  will  only  own,  at  moft,  fincere  defires 
and  endeavour,  which,  likewife,  they  that  pradife  and 
mind  tbera  leaft,  may,  in  general,  profefs ;  neither  is 
there  any  more  particular  and  pundual  account  to 
be  expefted  of  fuch  things  from  any  man  in  public : 
but  the  main  intent  in  thefe,  (as  was  faid  before),  is 
ferious  reflexion,  and  that  each  of  us  may  be  ftirred 
up,  to  afk  ourfelves  over  again  thefe  and  more  of  the 
like  queflions,  in  our  moft  private  trials,  and  our  fe- 
cret  fcrutipies  of  our  own  hearts  and  lives,  and  may 
redouble  our  diligence  in  purging  ourfelves  j  that  we 
may  be  in  the  houfe  of  God  veffels  of  honour,  fanc- 
tified  and  meet  for  the  Matter's  ufe,  and  prepared 
to  every  good  work :  and,  for  thofe  other  things  more 
cxpofcd  to  the  knowledge  of  others,  if  any  brother 
Jiear3  of  any  faultincfs  in  any  of  the  number,  he  (hall 
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not  do  well  to  think  rudely  to  vent  it  in  the  meeting, 
till  firft  he  have  made  all  due  inquiry  after  the  truth 
of  it ;  yea,  though  he  hath  it  upon  inquiry  to  be 
true,  yet  ought  he  not,  even  then,  to  make  his  firft 
eflay  of  reftifying  his  brother,  by  a  declaration  to  the 
full  meeting,  without  having  formerly  admonifhed 
him,  firft  alone,  and  then  (according  to  oilr  Saviour's 
rule)  in  the  prcfence  of  one  or  two  more  ;  but  having 
done  fo,  if  neither  of  thefe  reclaim  him^  tlien  follows  of 
neceffity  to  tell  the  church  :  but  that  is  like  wife  to 
be  done  with  great  finglenefs  of  heart,  and  charity^ 
and  compafiion ;  and  the  whole  procedure  of  the 
whole  companyp  with  the  perfon  fo  delated,  is  to  be 
managed  with  the  fame  teqnper,  according  to  the 
excellent  advice  of  the  ApoftJe,  Gal.  vi.  a.  "  My 
''  brethren^  if  any  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye 
"  which  are  fpiritual  reftore  fuch  a  one  in  the  fpirit 
**  of  meeknefs,  confidering  thy felf^  left  thou  alfo^be 
"  tempted/' 


V,  Paper  given  in  by  the  Bi/bop  to  tbe  Synods  OSlo^ 
her  1667,  containing  Propofals  touching  tbe  follow-^ 
ing  things : 

1.  Solemn  reading  of  the  Scriptures. 

2.  Reducing  of  the ,  people  to  a  reveifend  gefture 
in  prayer. 

3.  Plain  and  pradical,  and  catechetical,  preach- 
ing. ^ 

4.  A  weekly  day  for  catechifing,  and  the  reading 
of  the  Scriptures  joined  with  it. 

5.  A  fhort  and  plain  form  of  catechifm. 

6.  A  more  exa<^  and  fpiritual  way  of  dealing  with 
public  penitents. 

7.  As  likewifc  of  preparing  people  for  the  com- 
munion ;  more  frequent  celebration  whereof  is  fo 
much  to  be  wifhed,  but  fo  little,  or  fcaxce  at  all,  to 
be  hoped  in  this  Church. 

8.  That, 
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8.  That,  in  preaching,  the  moft  abounding  anr^ 
crying  fins  be  more  (harply  and  frequently  reproved, 
particularly  curfing  and  fwrearing ;  and  the  worihip  of 
God  in  families  more  urged. 

9.  The  due  educating  and  moulding  the  minds  of 
young  Undents  in  prefbyteries. 

10.  More  frequent  and  more  exadl  vifitation  of 
churches;  and  the  vifiting  of  families  by  each  mini- 
fter  in  his  own  charge. 

The  words  of  the  Paper  were  as  follow : 

I.  That  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  our 
public  meetings,  when  they  are  folemneil  and  fulleft, 
be  conftantly  ufed,  and  that  we  endeavour  to  bring 
our  people  to  a  reverend  and  affeflionate  efteem  of 
that  ordinance,  and  attention  to  it. 

2..  That,  both  by  our  own  example,  and  by  fre- 
quent inftrudion  and  exhortation,  we  iludy  to  reform 
that  extreme  irreverence  and  indecency  that  hath 
generally  prevailed  in  peoples  deportment  in  time  of 
public  worfliip,  and  particularly  of  prayer :  and  that 
they  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  gefture,  as  may  fignify  that 
we  are  acknowledging  and  adoring  the  great  Ma- 
jefty  of  God. 

3.  That  we  endeavour  to  adapt  our  way  of  preach- 
ing, with  all  evidence  and  plainnefs,  to  the  informing 
of  the  peoples  minds,  and  quickening  their  afFedions, 
and  raifing  in  them  renewed  purpofes  of  a  Chriftian 
life  ;  and  that  fome  part  of  our  fermoi>s  be  defigned 
for  the  plain  and  practical  explication  of  the  great 
principles  of  religion. 

'4.  That  we  fix  fome  certain  times,  at  leaft  one  day 
in  the  week,  throughout  the  year,  for  catechiiing, 
and  that,  withal,  there  be  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  prayer  at  the  fame  time  ;  to  which,  befides  that 
part  of  the  people  that  are  for  each  time  particularly 
warned  to  be  prefenc,  thofe  others  that  are  near  the 
church,  and  at  leifure,  may  refort ;  for,  the  work  of 
the  miniftry  is  a  huibandry  of  more  continual  labour 
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arid  attendance  than  that  of  our  country  people  that 
labour  the  ground,  and  therefore  cannot  well  be  duly 
difchar^ed  if  it  be  wholly  caft  over  upon  the  Lord's 
day,  without  ever  meeting  with  tbera,  or  bringing 
any  confiderable  part  of  them  together^  all  the  week 
long. 

5.  It  feems  abfolutely  neceffary  that  each  minifter 
would  •  refolve  on  fome  jQiort  and  plain  form  of  ca- 
techifm,  for  the  ufe  of  his  people ;  for,  it  is  not,,  I 
think,  to  be  imagined,  that  ever  people  will  have  any 
fixed  knowledge  qf  the  articles  of  religion,  by  lax,  and 
continually. varied,  difcourfes  and  forms,  orbycate- 
chifms  too  long  and  too  hard  for  them :  and  would 
fome  draw  up  feveral  Ihort  forms,  they  might  be  re- 
vifed  at.  the  next  Synod,  and  poffibly  one  framed  out 
of  them,  which;  by  confent,  might  be  appointed  for 
the  ufe  of  this  diocefs  for  the  interim,  till  one  (hall 
be  publiftied  for  the  whole  church. 

6.  That  which  hath  been  formerly  propofed,  would 
be  reminded,  of  a  more  exadj:  and  fpiritual  way  of 
dealing  with  public  offenders,  that  their  reception 
might  be  both  more  apt  to  recover  the  ^  penitents 
themfelves,  and  to  edify  the  church.    . 

7.  For  more  frequent  communion,  (if  it  could  be 
had),  or,  however,  for  the  better  improving  it,  when 
we  have  it,  feldom  as  it  is,  what  hath  been  formerly 
fuggefted,  touching  the  way  of  examining  and  pre- 
paring people  to  it,  and  other  particulars  relating 
thereto,  need  not  be  repeated,  but  need  very  much 
to  be  really  pradlifed,  iPthey  can  be  of  any  ufe. 

8.  Like  wife,  enough  hath  been  formerly  faid,  (it 
were  well  if  any  thing  might  once  appear  to  be  done), 
touching  the  worfhip  of  God  in  families,  efpecially 
the  prime  ones  within  our  bounds  :  as  likewife  touch- 
ing the  exercife  of  difcipline,.  for  the  repreffing  of 
fwearing  and  drunken nefs,  and  all  profanenefs^  fo 
much  abounding  every  where  j  and  that  our  dodrine 
be  likewife,  more  particularly  and  frequently,  applied 
to  that  purpofe. 

9.  Something 
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9.  Something  bath  likewife  been  faid  coDcernin^ 
the  training  up  of  fuch  young  men  amongft  'us  as 
intend  the  miniftry,  not  only  as  to  their  flrain  of 
preaching,  but  the  moulding  of  their  minds  to  more 
inward  thoughts^  and  the  ftudy  of  a  devout  life,  and 
more  acquaintante  with  the  exercifes  of  mortifica- 
tion, and  purging  of  their  own  hearts,  by  thofe  divine 
truths  which  they  are  to  preach  to  others,  for  the 
fame  purpofe;  for  how  (hall*  they  teach  what  they 
have  not  ^earned  ? 

10.  That  churches  be  more  frequently  and  exaft- 
ly  vifited,  and  by  each  minifter  the  faxnilies  of  his 
congregation. 

This  paper  being  publicly  read,  and  coniented  to^ 
and  approved  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Synod, 
conform  to  it  was  framed  the  following  zSt : 

The  Bifhop  and  Synod  having  ferioufly  cbnfidered 
the  height  of  profanenefs,  and  grofs  fins  abounding 
among  their  people,  particularly  drunkennefs  and  un*- 
cleannefs,  and  mod  univerfally  the  heinous  fin  of 
curfing  and  fwearing,  and,  that  which  foments  and 
increafes  thofe,  and  all  fins^  the  great  contempt  of 
the  Lord's  holy  day  and  ordinances  ;  and  the  grofs 
and  almbft  incredible  ignorance  of  jthe  common  fort, 
under  fo  much  afliduous  preaching  and  catechifing : 
for  the  more  effedtual  redrefs  of  all  thefe  evils,  have 
agreed  and  refolved,  through  the  Lord^s  help,  each 
one,  within  himfelf,  to  ftir  the  grace  and  zeal  of  God 
that  is  within  him,  to  renewed  vigour  and  fervour, 
and  more  eameft  endeavours  in  the  ufe  of  all  due 
means  for  that  efFeft  ;  and  particularly, 

I.  The  applying  of  their  fermons  and  dodrines 
more  exprefsly  and  frequently  to  the  reproof  of  thofe 
■Vi^ickednefles,  efpecially  of  that  horrible  fin,  which  al- 
moft  all  ranks  of  men  do  more  (eafily  and  frequently 
commit  than  they  can  poflibly  do.  other  grofs  fins, 
and  that  with  lefs  fenfe  an^  rembrfe,— -<:urfing  and 
fwearing :  And  that  thejr  will,  by  God's  affiflance, 

uot 
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«ot  only  ufe  Ihort  and  frequent  reproofs  of  this  and 
other  fins/  but  at  fometioies  more  largely  infift  in 
reprefenting  the  exceeding  finfulnefs  and  vilenefs  of 
fuch  a  particular  fin,  and  the  great  danger  of  the 
Lord's  wrath  and  heavielt  judgments  upon  thofe  that 
perfift  in  it.^  , 

a.  That  with  this  they  will  join  conftant  private 
infpe6tion  over  the  lives  of  their  people,  and,  by  all 
due  means,  particularly  inquire  into  them ;  and  wfa^n 
they  find  any  one  guilty  of  any  grofs  fin,  privately 
to  admonifh  him,  meekly  and  affedionately,  but  yet 
with  all  freedom  and  plainnefs;  and  if  upon  that 
th^y  mend  not,  to  proceed  in  the  regular  way  of  dif* 
cipline  and  cenfure  within  their  own  charge  ;  and  if 
they  be  not  by  that  reclaimed,  but  prove  obftinate, 
then  to  delate  them  to  the  higher  judicature,  in  the 
ufual  order  of  this  church. 

3.  To  ufe  more  frequent  catechifing,  and  that  in 
^fo  plain  a  method  and  way,  as  maybe  moft  apt,  both 

to  inform  the  minds  of  the  moft  ignorant,  and,  through 
the  bleffing  of  God,  to  make  more  deep  impreflioQ 
upon  their  hearts.       . 

4.  That,  as  much  as  is  competent  for  minifters, 
they  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  executing  of  thefe 
penaj  laws  made  againft  curfing  and  fwearing,  and 
other  fcandalous  offences,  in  fuch  a  way  as  may  be 
moft  convenient  and  feafible  in  each  of  their  refpec- 
tive  parilhes. 

5.  That  they  will  cndeavonr,  both  by  exhortation, 
andf  where  need  is,  by  ufe  of  difcipline,  to  bring 
their  people  to  more  careful  and  conftant  attendance 
on  all  the  ordinimces  of  God,  at  all  times  of  the  ac- 
cuftomed  public  meetings,  and  to  a  more  religious 
and  reverend  deportment  in  them  throughout  the 
whole,  but  particularly  in  time  of  prayer. 

6.  That  they  be  particularly  careful  to  inquire  af- 
ter the  daily  performance  of  the  worfliip  of  God  in 
families,  and,  where  they  find  it  wanting,  to  enjoin 
it^  and  make  inquiry  a^io  after  it ;  and  this  would 

be 
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be  efpecially  provided  for,  in  the  choice  and  moil 
eminent  families  in  the  feveral  congreg^tiony  as  ex- 
emplary to  all  the  reft. 


VI.     Concluding  Paragraph,  April  1668. 

The  Bifliop  having  commended  the  Brethren  for 
their  unity  and  concord,  and  good  converfation,  ex- 
horted them  to  continue  therein,  and  to  be  more  and 
more  exemplary  in  holinefs,  and  in  modefty  and  gra- 
vity, even  in  the  externals  of  their  hair  and  habit, 
and  their  whole  deportment ;  and  to  the  regulating 
of  their  children,  and  their  whole  families,  to  be 
patterns  of  religion  and  fobriety  to  all  about  them  ; 
and  that  they  thcmfelves  afpire  daily  to  greater  ab- 
ftradion  from  the  world,  and  contempt  of  things  be- 
low ;  giving  theftifelves  wholly  to  their  great  work 
of  watching  over  fouls,  for  which  they  muft  give  ac- 
count ;  and  to  reading  and  meditation  j  and  to  prayer, 
that  draws  continual  frefh  fupplies  from  heaven,  to 
f  nable  them  for  all  thefe  duties. 


VII.     Paragraph  refpeSling  Baptifmal  Fbws^ 
Oaober  1668. 

That  which  had  been  fometimes  fppke  of  before, 
the  Bifliop  now  again  recommended  to  the  Brethren, 
.  that,  at  their  fet  times  of  catechifing  and  examining 
their  people,  they  would  take  particular  notice  of 
young  perfons,  towards  their  firft  admiffion  to  the 
holy  communion  ;  and,  having  before  taken  account 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  grounds  of  religion,  would 
then  caufe  them,  each  one  particularly  and  exprefs- 
ly,  to  declare  their  belief  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  into 
which,  in  their  infancy,  they  were  baptized  ;  and, 
reminding  them  of  that  their  baptifmal  vow,  and  the 
j^reat  engagement  it  lays  upon  them  to  a  holy  and 
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CHriftian  life,  would  ^require  of  them  an  explicit 
owning  of  that  vow  and  engagement,  and  their  fo- 
lemn  promife  accordingly,  to  endeavour  the  obferving 
and  performance  of  it,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  their 
following  life :  And  then,  in  their  prayer  with  which 
they  ufe  to  conclude  thofe  meetings^  would  recom- 
mend the  faid  young  perfons,  now  thus  engaged,  to 
the  effedtual  blefling  of  God,  befeeching  him  to  own 
Chem  for  his,  and  to  beftow  on  them  the  fandifying 
and  ftrengthening  grace  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  as  his 
lignature  upon  them^  fealing  them  to  the  day  of  re- 
demption.^ 

And  this  pra£Uce,  as  it  hath  nothing  in  it  that  can 
.  offend  any»,  even  the  raoft  fcrupulous  minds,  fo  it 
may  be  a  very  fit  fuppletory  of  that  defed  in  infant 
baptifm,  w<hich  the  enemies  of  it  do  mainly  objedl 
againii  it,  and  may,  through  the  bleffing  of  God, 
make  a  lafting  impreffion  of  religion  upon  the  hearts 
of  thofe  young  perfons  towards  whom  it  is  ufed,  and 
effeifiually  engage  them  to  a  Cbriftian  life ;  and  if 
they  fwerve  from  it;,  make  them  the  more  inexcufable, 
and  clearly  convincible  of  their  unfaithfulnefs,  and 
breach  of  that  great  promife,  and  facred  vow,  they 
have  fo  renewed  to  God  before  his  people.  And  for 
authority  of  divines,  if  we  regard  it,  it  hath  the  ge- 
neral approbation  of  the  mo(t  famous  reformers,  and 
of  the  mojH  pious  and  leaYned  that  have  followed 
them  fince  their  time  ;  and,  being  performed  in  that 
evangelical  fimplicity,  as  it  is  here  propounded,  they 
do  not  only  allow  it  as  lawful,  but  defire  it,  and  ad- 
vife  it  as  laudable  and  profitable,  and  of  very  good 
ufe,  in  all  Chriftian  churches. 
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LETTER  to  the  Synqb  of  DgNBLANE^ 

Revtrind  Brethren^     Glajgow^  jipril  6.  1671. 

The  fuperadded  burden  that  I  have  here  fits  to 
hard  upod  me,  that  I  cannot  efcape  from  iitider  it, 
to  be  with  you  at  this  time ;  but  pay  heart  and  de- 
fircs  fhall  be  with  you,  for  a  blelfinif  from  abov6  up- 
on your  meeting,  I  have  nothing  to  recommend  to 
you,  but  (if  you  pleafe)  to  take  a  revievi^  df  things 
formerly  agreed  upon ;  and  fuch  as  you  judge  moft 
ufeful,  ^0  renew  tne  appointment  of  piittiftg  th^trti  in 
pradice;  and  to  add  whatfoever  further  fliall  occur 
to  your  thoughts,  that  may  promote  the  happy  dif- 
charge  of  your  miniftry,  and  the  good  of  your  peo- 
ples fouls.  I  know  I  n^ed  not  remind  you,  for  I  am 
.  confident  you  daily  think  of  it,  that  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  fidelity  and  diligence,  and  good  fuccefs,  in 
that  great  work,  is  love ;  and  the  great  fpting  of  love 
to  fouls,  is  love  to  Him  that  bought  them.  He  knew 
it  well  himfelf ;  and  gave  us  to  know  it,  when  he 
faid,  Simon f  lovejl'  thou  meP  Feed  my  Jbetp^  feed  my 
lambs.  Deep  impreffion  of  his  blefled  name  upon 
our  hearts,  will  not  fail  to  produce  lively  expreffion 
of  it,  not  only  in  our  words  and  difcourfes  in  private 
and  public,  but  tvill  make  the  whole  trad  of  our 
lives  to  be.  a  true  copy  and  tranfcript  of  his  holy  life  : 
And,  if  there  be  within  us  any  fparks  of  that  divine 
love,  you  know  the  beft  way,  not  only  to  preferve 
them,  but  to  excite  them,  and  blow  them  up  into  a 
flame,,  is  by  the  breath  of  prayer.  Oh  prayer  !  the 
converfe  of  .the  foul  with  God,  the  breath  of  God  in 
man  returning  to  its  original,  frequent  and  fervent 
prayer,  the  better  half  of  our  whole  work,  and  that 
which  makes  the  other  half  lively  and  efFedlual ;  as 
that  holy  company  tells  us,  when  defigning  deacons 
to  ferve  the  tables,  they  add.  But  we  will  give  our- 
f elves  continually  to  prayer y  and  the  miniftry  of  the 
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word.  And  is  it  not,  brethren^,  our  unfpeakable  ad- 
vantage, beyond  all  the  gainful  and  honourable  em- 
ployments of  xh^  WPrh},  tl^at  the  whoje  work  of  owr 
particular  calUng  is  a  kimi  of  living  in  heaven,  and 
beiides  its  tendency  to  the  faving  of  the  fouls  of  others, 
js^UalQii^  fp  proper  and  adapt^4  to  the  purifying 
and  faving  of  our  own?  But  you  will  porably  fay, 
what  deee  He  him&lf  that  fpeaks  the&  things  unto  us  ? 
AU^  !  {  9m/ fifl)9ii9P4  tp  If  11  you.  All  J[4ace  fay  is 
this,  I  think  I  fee  the  be^ty  of  holinefs^  and. am  ena- 
moured with  it,  though  I  attain  it  not;  and  how 
little  foever  I  attain,  would  rather  live  and  die  in 
the  purfuit  of  it,  than  in  the  purfuit,  yea.  Or  in  the 
poflelEon  and  enjoyment,  though  Uiipsif&f^i  of  all 
the  advantages  that  this  world  affords.  And  I  truft, 
dear  Brethren,  you  are  of  the  fatne  opinion,  and  have 
the  fame  deiire  and  defign,  and  follow  it  both  more 
diligently,  and  with  better  fiidce^.  But  l  will  ftop 
here,  left  I  fliould  forget  niyfelf,  and  poflibly  run  on 
till  I  have  wearied  you,  if  I  have  not  done  that  al- 
ready ;  and  yet  if  it  be  fo,  I  will  hope  for  eafy  par- 
don at  your  hands,  as  of  a  fault  I  have  not  been  ac- 
cuftomed  heretofore,  nor  am  likely  hereafter  pirten  to 
commit.  To  the  all-powerful  grace  of  our  great  Lord 
and  Matter,  I  recommend  you  and  your  flocks,  and 
your  whole  work  amongft  them  j  and  dp  earneftly 
entreat  y6ur  prayers  for  ^ 

Tour  unwortbieji,  but  fnojl  affe£lionaie,         '  ' 
Brother  and  Servant^  * 

R.  LEIGHtOK. 
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SEVEN  LETTERS, 

Written  by  Bifliop  Leiohton  on  different 
Occafion&:  the  firft»  taken  from  an  Authen- 
tic Copy ;  the  reft,  from  the  Author's  Ori- 
ginals.     [Edit.  1748.] 


LETTER  to  ibe  Synod  <zf  Glasgow^  convened 
April  i^i. 


Reverend  Brethren^ 

It  is  neither  a  matter  of  mucfa  importance,  nor 
can  I  yet  give  you  a  particular  and  fatisfying  ac- 
count of  the  reafons  of  my  ablence  from  your  meet- 
ing,  which  I  truft,  with  the  help  of  a  little  time, 
will  clear  itfelf :  But  I  can  aflUre  you,  I  am  prefent 
with  you  in  my  mod  afiedionate  wiflies  of  the  graci« 
dus  prefence  of  that  Holy  Spirit  amongft  you,  and 
within  you  all,  who  alone  can  make  this  and  all  your 
meetings,  and  the  whole  work  of  your  miniftry,  hap^ 
py  and  fuccefsfiil,  to  the  good  of  fouls,  and  His  glo- 
ry  that  bought  them  with  bis  own  blood.  And  I  doubt 
not,  that  your  own  great  defire,  each  for  yourfelf, 
and  all  for  one  another,  is  the  fame ;  and  that  your 
d^ily  and  great  employment  is,  by  incdTant  and  fer- 
vent prayer,  to  draw  down  from  above  large  fupplies 
and  increafes  of  that  blejQTed  Spirit,  which  our  Lord 

and 
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and  Mailer  hath  aflured  us  that  our  heavenly  Father 
'Will  not  fail  to  give  to  tbetn  that  ajk  its  And  bow 
extreme  a  negligence  and  folly  were  it  to  want  lb 
rich  a  gift  for  want  of  aiking,  efpecially  in  thofe  de« 
voted  to  fo  Ugh  and  holy^a  fervice,  that  requires  fo 
great  degrees  of  that  fpirit  of  hblinefs  and  divine 
love  to  purify  their  minds,  and  to  raife  them  above 
their  fenfes  and  this  prefent  world !  Oh !  my  dear 
Brethren,  what  are  we  doing,  that  fuffer  our  fouls  to  - 
creep  and  grovel  on  this  earth,  and  dp  fo  little  afpire 
to  the  heavenly  life  of  Chriftians,  and  more  emipent- 
ly  of  the  mefiengers  and  minifters  of  God,  as  itars, 
yea,  as  angels,  which  he  bath  made  Spirits ,^  and  bis 
minifters  a  flame  of  fire  !  Oh!  where  are  fouls 
to  be  found  amon^u  us,  that  reprefent  their  own 
original,  that  are  poflfefled  with  pure  and  fublime 
apprehenfions  of  God,  the  Father  of  fpirits,  and 
are  often  raifed  to  the  aftonifhing  contemplation 
of  his  eternal  and  blefied  being,  and  his  infinite 
holinefs,  and  greatnefs,  and  goodnefs ;  and  are  ac- 
cordingly burnt  up  with  ardent  love !  And  where 
that  holy  fire  is  wanting,  ther^  can  be  no  facrifice, 
whatfoever  qur  invention,  or  utterance,  or  gifts  may 
be,  and  how  blamelefs  foever  the  externals  of  our 
life  may  be,  and  even  our  hearts  free  from  grofs  poU 
lutions ;  for  it  is  fcarce  to  be  fufpeded,  that  any  of 
us  will  fufier  any  of  thofe  ftrange,  yea,  infernal  fires 
of  ambition,t  or  avarice,  or  malice,  or  impure  lufts 
tind  fenfualities,  to  burn  within  us,  which  would  renv- 
der  us  priefts  of  idols,  of  airy  nothings,  and  of  dung- 
hil  gods,  yea,  of  the  very  god  of  this  worlds  the 
prince  of  darknefs.  Let  men  judge  us,  and  revile  us 
1  as  they  pleafe,  that  imports  nothing  at  all ;  but  God 
forbid  any  thing  ihould  poflefs  our  hearts  but  He  that 
loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  for  us ;  for  we  know  wc 
cannot  be  vejfels  of  honour  meet  for  the  Majler^s  ufe^ 
unlei3  we  purgi  ourfelves  from  allfiltbinefs  offiejh  and 
fpirit^  and  empty  our  hearts  of  all  things  beiide  him, 
and  even  of  ouWTclves  and  our  own  will,  and  have  no 
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xnore  any  defires  nor  delights,  but  his  will  alone,  and 
his  glory,  who  is  our  peace,  and  our  life,  and  our  all. 
And,  truly,  I  think  it  were  our  heft  and  wifeft  reflec 
tion,  upon  the  many  difficulties  and  difcouragements 
without  us,  to  be  driven  by  them  to  live  more  with- 
in ;  as  they  obferve  of  the  bees,  that  when  it  is  foul 
weather  abroad,  they  are  bufy  in  their  hives.  If  the 
powex  of  external  'difcipline  be  enervated  in  our 
hands,  yet,  who  can  binder  us  to  try,  and  judge,  and 
cenfure  ourfelves ;  and  to  purge  the  inner  temples, 
our  own  heairts,  with  the  more  feverity  and  exaA- 
nefs?  And  iC  we  be  daflied  and  befpattered  with 
reproaches  abroad,  to  ftudy  to  be  the  cleaner  at  home : 
And  the  lefs  we  find  of  meeknefs  and  charity  in  the 
world  about  us,  to  preferye  fo  much  the  more  of  that 
fweet  temper  within  our  own  hearts ;  hlejfifig  ibem 
that  cnrfe  us^  and  praying  for  tbem  that  pcrfecute  us  ; 
fo  iball  we  moil  effedlually  prove  ourfelves  to  he  the 
children  of  our  heavenly  Father^  even  to  their  convic- 
tion, that  will  fcatce  allow  us,  in  any  fenfe,  to  be  call- 
ed bis  fervants. 

As  for  the  confufions  and  contentions  that  ftill  a- 
boUqd  and  increafe  in  this  Church,  and  threaten  to 
updo  it,  I  think  our  wifdom  ihall  be,  to  ceafe  from 
man,  and  look  for  no  help  till  we  look  more  upwards, 
and  difpute  and  difcourfe  lefs,  and  fail  and  pray 
more ;  and  fo  draw  down  our  relief  fyom  the  God 
of  order  and  peace,  who  made  the  heavens  and  the 
earth. 

Concerning  myfelf,  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  hum- 
bly to  entreat  you  to  pafs  by  the  many  failings  and 
weaknefTes  you  may  have  perceived  in  me  during  my. 
abode  ambngft  you  ;  and  if  in  any  thing  I  have  inju- 
red or  offended  you,  or  any  of  you,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  my  public  charge,  or  in  private  converfe,  I 
do  fincerely  beg  your  pardon  :  Though,  I  confefs,  I 
cannot  make  any  requittal  in  that  kind ;  for  I  do  hot 
know  of  any  thing  towards  me,  from  any  of  you, 
that  needs  a  pardon  in  the  leaft)  haying  generally 
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paid  me  more  kindneft  and  tcfyt&,  than  a  mttch  bet- 
ter or  wifer  man  could  either  have  expeded  or  defer-  * 
ved.  Nor  am  I  only  a  Alitor  for  yofir  pardon,  but 
for  the  addition  of  a  further  charity,  and  that  fo  great 
a  one,  that  I  have  nothing  to  plead  for  it,  btit  that  I 
need  it  mucb,-^your  prayers*  And  I  am  hopeful  as 
to  that,  to  mtikt  you  fome  little,  though  very  dif- 
proportioned  return;  for  wfaatfoever  becomes  of  me^ 
(through  the  hdn  of  God),  while  I  live,  you  (hall 
be  no  one  day  of  my  life  forgotten  by, 

Tour  tno/l  untvortby,  but  moji  affedH6nate^ 
Brother  and  Strvant^ 
R.  Le^ohtok. 

P.  S*  I  do  not  fee  whom  it  can  offend,  or  how  anv 
ih.all  difapprove  of  it,  if  you  will  appoint  a  fafl: 
throughout  your  bounds,  to  entreat  a  bieffing  on  the 
feed  committed  to  the  ground,  and  for  the  other 
grave  caufes  that  ate  flill  the  fame  they  were  the 
laft  year,  and  the  urgency  of  them  no  whit  abated, 
but  rathei:  increafed :  but  in  this  I  prefcribe  nothing, 
but  leave  it  to  your  difcretion,  and  the  diredion  of 
God. 


The  two  following  Letters  were  written  to  Perfins 
under  Trouble  of  Mind. 

Cbriflim  Friend, 

Though  I  had  very  little  vacant  time  for  it,  yet 
I  would  have  feen  you,  if  I  could  have  prefumed 
it  might  have  been  any  way  ufeful  for  the  quiet- 
ing of  your  mind  ;  however,  fince  I. heard  of  your 
condition,  I  ceafe  not  daily,  as  I  can,  to  prefent 
it  to  Him,  who  alone  can  effedually  ipeaV  peace 
to  your  heart;  and  I  am  confident,  in  due  time, 
will   do  fo.      It  is  he  that  Jlitletb  tbe  raging  of 
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the  fea ;  tnd,  by  a  word,  can  turn  the  vblenteft 
ftorm  into  a  great  calnu  What  the  particular 
thoughts  or  temptations  a»e  that  difquiet  you,  I 
know  not;  but  whadbever  they  arc,  look  above 
Chem,  and  labour  ta  fix  your  eye  on  that  infinite 
soodnefs,  which  never  fatfeth  them,  that,  by  naked 
faith,  do  abfolutelywlj  and  reft  upon  it,  and  patient- 
ly wait  upon  Him,  who  hath  pronounced  them  al}, 
without  exception,  blefied  that  do  fo.  Say  often 
within  your  own  heart,  Tbou^b  hejlay  me^yet  imll  I 
trujl  in  bim  ;  and  if,  after  fome  inten^^  yoiir  troub- 
led thoughts  do  return,  check  them  ftill  with  tbe 
holy  Ffalmift's  words,  tVby  art  tbou  cajl^  down^  O  my 
foul?  ISc.  If  you  can  thoroughly  fink  yourfelf  down, 
through  your  own  nothingne^^  into  Him  who  is  all, 
and  entirely  renouncing  your  own  will^embrace  that 
bleft  and  holy  will  in  ^1  things,  there,  Z  am  fure,  you 
Ihall  find  tha;  reft,  which  all  your  own  diftempers, 
and  all  the  powers  of  darknefs,  (hall  not  be  able  to 
bereave  you  of.  I  incline  not  to  multiply  words ; 
and  indeed  other  advice  than  this  I -have  none  to 
give  you.  The  Lord^of  peace,  by  the  fpritikling  of 
the  blood  of  his  fon  Jefus,  and  the  fweet  breathings 
of  the  great  Comforter,  his  own  Holy  Spirit,  give  you 
peace  in  himfelf.    Amesu 


Madam^ 
Though  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  your  Lady  (hip,  yet  a  friend  of  yours  has  acquain- 
ted me  with  your  condition,  though  I  confefs  the  un- 
fitteft  of  all  men  to  minifter  any  thing  of  fpiritual  re- 
lief to  ^ny  perfon,  either  by  prayer  or  advice  to  you; 
but  he  could  have  imparted  fuch  a  thing  to  none  of 
greater  fccrecy,  and  withal  of  greater  fympathy  and 
tender  compaffion  towards  fuch  as  are  exerci&d  with 
thofe  kinds  of  confiidts ;  as,  having  been  formerly  ac- 
quainted with  the  like  myfelf,  all  ibrts  of  fceptical 
and  doubtful  thoughts,  touching  thofe  great  points, 
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having  not  only  pad  through  my  head,  but  feme  of 
them  have  for  fome  tinie  fat  more  fait  and  painfully 
iipon  my  mind  ;  but,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  they 
were  at  length  quite  difpelled  and  fcattered.  And 
oh  !  that  I  could  love  and  blefs  Him,  who  is  my  de- 
liverer and  ftrengtb,  my  rock  and  fortrefs,  where  I 
have  now  found  fafety  from  thefe  incurfions ;  and  I 
am  very  confident  you  (hall  very  fhortly  find  the,' 
fame  ;  only  wait  patiently  on  the  Lord,  and  hope  in 
him,  for  you  fhall  yet  praife  him  for  the  help  of  his' 
countenance  ;  and  it  is  that  alone  that  can  enlightea 
you,  and  clear  your  mind  of  all  thbfe  fogs  and  mills  that 
now  poflefs  it,  and  calm  the  ftorms  that  are  raifed 
within  it.  You  do  well  to  read  good  books  that  are. 
proper  for  your  help,  but  rather  the  Ihortefl:  and 
plaineft,  than  the  more  tedious  and  voluminous,  that 
fometimies  entangle  a  perplexed  mind  yet  more,  by 
grafpiag  many  more  queftions,  and  anfwers  and  ar- 
guments,  than  is  needful :  But,  above  all,  ftill  cleave 
tp  the  incomparable  fpring  of  light  and  divine  com- 
fort, the  Holy  Scriptures,  even  in  defpite  of  all  doubts 
concerning  them  ;  and  when  you  find  your  thoughts 
in  diforder,  and  at  a  lofs,  entertain. no  difpute  with 
then},  by  any  means,  at  that  time,  but  rather  divert 
from  them  to  Ihort  prayer,  or  to  other  thoughts,  and 
foraetimes  to  well  chofen  company,  or  the  beft  you 
can  have  where  you  are  ;  and  at  fome  other  time^ 
when  you  find  yourfelf  in  a  calmer  and  ferener  tem- 
per, and  upon  the  vantage  ground  of  a  little  more 
confidence  in  God,  then  you  may  refume  .your  rea- 
fons  a^ainft  unbelief,  yet  fo  as  to  beware  of  calling 
yourfelJf  into  new  difturbance ;  for  when  your  mind 
is  in  a  fober  temper,  there  is  nothing  fo  fuitable  to  its 
ftrongefl:  reafon,  nothing  fo  wife  and  noble,  as  reli- 
gion ;  and  believe  it  is  fo  rational,  that,  as  now  I  am 
framed,  I  am  afraid  that  my  belief  proceeds  too 
much  from  reafon,  and  is  not  fo  divine  and  fpiritual 
as  I  would  have  it ;  only  when  I  find  (as  in  fome 
meafure  through  the  grace  of  God  I  do)  that  it  hath 
Vol.  U,  3  M  fome  * 
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fome  real  virtne  and  influence  upon  my  afie^lf^^ 
and  track  of  life,  I  hope  there  19  fomewhat  of  a  higher 
tindture  in  it  ^  but,  in  point  of  reafoni  I  am  well 
afiuredi  that  all  that  I  have  beard  from  the  wittieft 
atheifts  and  libertines  in  the  world,  is  nothing  but 
bold  severy  and  madnef$,  and  their  ^hole  difcourfe 
a  heap  of  folly  and  ridiculous  nonfenfe  i  for,  what 
probable  account  can  they  give  of  the  wonderful  frame 
of  the  vifible  world,  without  the  fuppofition  of  an 
eternal  and  infinite  power,  and  wifdom  and  goodnefs^ 
that  formed  it  and  tbemfelves,  and  all  things  in  it  ^ 
And  what  can  they  think  of  the  many  thoofands  of 
martyrs  in  the  firft  age  of  Chriftianity,  that  endured 
not  fimple  death,  but  all  tlv  inventions  &f  the  mod 
exquifite  tortures,  for  their  belief  of  that  moft  holy 
faith  }  which,  if  the  miracles  that  confirmed  it  ^ad 
not  perfuaded  them  to,  they  tbemfelves  had  been 
thought  the  moft  prodigiotis  miracles  of  nxidnefs  in 
all  the  world  ?  It  is  not  want  of  realbn  on  the  fide  of 
religion  that  makes  fools  difbelieve  it,  but  the  inte- 
reft  of  their  brutifh  lufts  and  difiblute  lives  makea 
them  wilh  it  were  not  true  ^  and  there  is  the  vaft 
difierence  betwixt  you  and  them  ;  they  would  gladly 
believe  lefs  than  they  do,  and  you  would  alfo  gladiy 
believe  more  than  they  do:  They  ace  fometimes  pained 
and. tormented  with  apprebenfions,  that  the  do£lrine 
of  religion  is  op  may  be  true ;  and  you  arc  perplexed 
with  fuggeftions  to  doubt  of  it,  which  are  to  yovb  as    . 
unwilling  and  unwelcome,  as  thefe  apprchenfions  of 
its  truth  ai^  to  them.     Believe  it,  M^dam,  thefe  dif-  » 
fcrent  thoughts  of  yours,  are  not  yours,  but  his^.  tfeat 
inferts  them,  and  throws  them,  as  fiery  darts,  into 
your  mind ;  and  they  ihall  afluredly  be  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  not  to  yours.    Think  you,  that  infinite 
gbodnefs  is  ready  to  take  advantage  of  his  poor  crea- 
tures, and  to  rcje€l  and  condemn  thofe,  that,  againft 
all  the  affaults  made  upon  them,  defire  to  keep  their 
heart  foir  him,  and  to  acknowledge  him,  and  to  love 
hm,  and  live  to  hhn.    He  made  us^^  and  knows  our 
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monldf  and,  as  a  father,  pities  his  childten,  and  pitie 
them  that  fear  him  ;  for  he  is  their  father,  and  the. 
tendered  and  kindefl  of  all  fathers ;  and,  as  a  father 
pities  his  child  when  it  is  iick,  and  in  the  rage  and 
revcry  of  a  fever,  though  it  -even  utter  reproachful 
words  againft  himfelf,  fliall  not  our  deareft  Father 
both  forgive  and  pity  thofe  thoughts  in  any  child  of  ' 
his,  that  arife  not  from  any  wilful  hatred  of  him,  but ' 
are  kindled  in  hell  within  thiem  ?  And  no  tempta- 
tion hath  befallen  you  in  this,  but  that  which  has 
been  incident  to  men,  and  to  the  beft  of  men  ^  and 
their  heavenly  Father  hath  not  only  forgiven  them, 
but  in  dye  time  bath  given  tbem  an  happy  ifTue  out 
of  them,  and  fo  he  will  afllrredly  do  to  you ;  in  the 
mean  time,  when  thefe  aflaults  •come  thickeA  and 
yiolenteft  upon  you,  throw  yourfelf  down  at  his  foot* 
ftool,^  and  fay,  *'  O  God,  Father  of  mercies,  fave  me 
"  from  this  hell  within  me.  I  acknowledge,  I  adore^ 
"  I  blefs  thee,  whofe  throne  is  in  heaven,  with  thy 
**  blefled  Son  and  crucified  Jefijs,  and  thy  Holy  Spi- 
^*  rit,  and  alfo,  though  thou  flay  me,  y^  will  I  trufl: 
**  in  thee  :  But  I  cannpt  think  thoa  canft  hate  and 
^*  rejcifl  a  poor  foul  that  defires  to  love  thee,  and 
^*  cleave  to  thee,  fo  long  as  I  can  hold  by  the  Ikirts 
"  of  thy  garment,  until  thou  violently  ihake  me  off, 
**  which  I  am  confident  thou  would  not  4o,  becaufe 
**  thou  art  love  and  goodnefs  itfel^  and  ibjt  mercies 
"  endure  for  ever.^*  Thus,  or  in  what  other  frame 
your  foul  fhall  be  carried  to  vent  itfelf  into  his  foofom, 
be  aflured,  your  words,  yea,  your  filent  fighs  and 
breathings  ihall  not  be  loft,  but  ihall  have  a  moft 
powerful  voice,  and  afcend  into  his  ear,  and  fliall  re- 
turn to  you  with  meifages  of  peace  and  Ibve,  in  due« 
time,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  with  fecret  fupports, 
that  you  faint  not,  nor  fink  in  thefe  deeps  that 
threaten  to  fwallow  you  up.  But  I  have  wearied 
jou,  inftead  of  refrefhing  you.  I  will  add  no  more, 
but  that  the  poor  prayers  of  one  of  the  unworthieft 
caitiffs  in  the  world,  fuch  as  they  be,  ihall  not  be 
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wanting  on  your   behalf,  and  he  begs  a  fliare  in" 
yours ;  for  neither  you,  nor  any  in  the  world,  needs 
that  charity  more  than  he  does.     Wait  on  the  Lord^ 
and  be  of  good  courage^  and  be  Jhall  Jlrengtben  your 
heart :  waity  I  fay,  on  the  Lord. 

LETTER  to  the  Heritors  of  the  Parijb  of  Stratok. 

Worthy  Gentlemen  and  Friends^ 
Being  informed  that  it  is  my  duty  to  prefent  a 
pcrfon  fit  for  the  charge  of  the  miniftry  now  vacant 
with  you,  I  have  thought  of  one,  whofe  integrity  and 
piety  I  am  fa  fully  perfuaded  of,  that  I  dare  coniS- 
dently  recommend  him  to  you  as  one  who,  if  the 
hand  of  God  do  bind  that  work  upon  him  amongfl: 
you,  is  likely,  through  the  bleffing  of  the  fame  hand, 
to  be  very  ferviceable  to  the  building  up  of  your  fouls 
heavenwards,  but  is  as  far  from  fuffering  himfelf  to 
be  obtruded,  as  I  am  for  obtruding  any  upon  you  : 
So  that  unlefs  you  invite  him  to  preach,  and  after 
hearing  of  him,  declare  your  confent  and  defire  to- 
wards his  embracing  of  the  call,  you  may  be  fecure 
from  the  trouble  of  hearing  any  further  concerning 
him,  either  from  himfelf  or  me  j  and  if  you  pleafe 
to  let  me  know  your  mind,  your  reafonable  fatisfac- 
tion  fhall  be  to  my  utmoft  power  endeavoured  by, 
Tour  qffe£lionate  Friend^ 
and  bump/e  Servant, 

R.  Leightok. 

The  perfon's  name  is  Mr  James  Aird ;  be  was  mi- 
nifter  at  Ingram  in  Northumberland,  and  is  lately 
removed  from  thence,  and  is  now  at  Edinburgh.  If 
you  write  to  bim,  dired  it  to  be  delivered  to  Hugh 
Paterfon,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  near  the  Crofs,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  ftceet. 

This,  if  you  pleafe,  may.  be  communicated  to  fucb 
pf  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifli  a$  you  {^M  think  fit. 

Tbif 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LETTERS,  Sec.  461 


/ 


This  and  the  two  following  Letters  were  wrote  to  the 
Rev.  Mr  James  Aird,  Minijler  atTorry. 

Bear  Friend^ 

I  did  receive  your  letter,  which  I  would  have 
known  to  be  yours,  though  it  had  no  other  iign  but 
the  piety  and  aflfedionate  kindnefs  exprefled  in  it. 

I  will  offer  you  no  apology  (nor  I  hope  I  need  not) 
for  not  writing  fince  that ;  yea,  I  will  confefs,  that  if  ^ 
the  furprifing  and  unexpefted  occafion  of  the  bearer 
had  not  drawn  it  from  me,  I  fhould  hardly  for  a 
long  time  to  come  have  done  what  I  am  now  doing ; 
and  yet  ftiU  love  you,  •  more  than  they  do  one  an^ 
other  that  interchange  letters,  even  of  kindnefs,  as 
often  as  the  gazettes  come  forth,  and  as  long  as  they 
are  too.  And  now  I  have  begun,  1  would  end  juft 
here  ;  for  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  nothing  of  affairs 
(to  be  fure)  private  nor  public  ;  and  to  flrike  up  to 
difcourfes  of  devotion,  alas  !  what  is  there  to  be  faid, 
but  what  you  fufficiently  know,  and  daily  read,  and 
daily  think^  and,  I  am  confident,  daily  endeavour  to 
do  ?  And  I  am  beaten  back,  if  I  had  a  great  mind  to 
fpeak  of  fuch  things,  by  the  fenfe  of  fo  great  defi- 
ciency in  doing  thofe  things,  that  the  molt  ignorant 
among  Chriftians  cannot  choofe  but  know.  Inftead 
of  all  fine  notions,  I  fly  to  Ku^u  iXiiiwoitj  X^io'ti  fAenfoir. 
I  think  them  the  great  heroes  and  excellent  perfons 
of  the  world  that  attain  to  high  degrees  of  pure  con- 
templation and  divine  love  ;  but  next  to  thofe,  them 
that,  in  afpiring  to  that,  and  falling  fhort  of  it,  fall 
down  into  deep  humility  and  felf-contempt,  and  a 
real  defire  to  be  defpifed  and  trampled  on  by  all 
the  world. ,  And  I  believe,  that  they  that  fink  loweft 
into  that  depth,  ftand  neareft  to  advancement  to  thofe 
other  heights :  For  the  great  King,  who  is  the  foun- 
tain of  th^t  honour,  hath  given  us  this  charadcr  of 
^Jjimfelf,  that  be  refijls  the  proud^  and  gives  grace  to 
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the  bumble.    Farewell,  nay  dear  friend,  and  be  fo 

charitable  as  fometimes,  in  your  addrefies  upwards, 

to  remember  a  poor  caitiff^  who  no  day  forgets  yon. 

z^tb  December  1676.  R.  L, 

Dear  Friend, 

I  trull  you  enjoy  that  fame  calm  of  mind,  touch* 
ing  your  prefent  concernment,  that  I  do  cmi  your  be- 
half. I  dare  not  promife  to  fee  you  at  Edinburgh  at 
this  time,  but  it  is  poflible  I  may.  I  know  you  will 
endeavour  to  fet  yourfelf  on  as  ilroog  a  guard  as  you 
can,  againfl  the  affauUs  you  may  meet  with  there 
irom  divers  well  meaning  perfons,  but  of  weak  un- 
derftandings  and  ftrong  paiEons ;  and  will  maintain 
the  liberty  of  your  own  mind  both  firmly  and  meek- 
ly. Our  bufinefs  is  the  ftudy  of  fincerity  and  pure 
intention  ;  and  then,  certainly,  our  blef&d  guide  will 
not  fuflfer  us  to  lofe  our  way  for  want  of  light ;  we 
have  his  promife,  that  if  in  all  our  ways  we  acknoiv- 
ledge  bim,  be  will  direSi  wr  patbs.  While  we  are 
confulting  about  the  turns  and  new  motions  of  life, 
it  is  Aiding  away,  but  if  our  great  work  ii^it  be  go- 
ing on,  all  is  well.    Pray  for 

Tour  p9or  Friend^ 

Dunblain^  Jan.  i^tb.  R.  L. 

My  Dear  Friend^ 

I  have  received  from  you  the  kindeft  letter  that 
ever  you  writ  me ;  and,  that  you  may  know  I  take  it 
fo;  I  return  you  the  free  and  friendly  advice,  never 
to  judge  any  man  before  you  hear  him,  nor  any  bu- 
finefs by  one  fide  of  it.  Were  you  here  to  fee  the 
other,  I  am  confident  your  thoughts  and  mine  would 
be  the  fame.  You  have  both  too  much  knowledge  of 
me,  and  too  much  charity  to  think,  that  either  fuch 
little  contemptible  fcraps  of  honour  or  riches  fought 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  with  fo  much  reproach,  or 
any  human  complacency  in  the  world,  will  be  ad- 
mitted 
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mittti  to  decide  fo  grave  a  queftion,  or  that  I  would 
fell  (to  fpeak  no  higherj  the  very  fenfual  pleafore  of 
my  retirement  for  a  rattle,  far  lefs  deliberately  do  any 
thing  that  I  judge  offends  God.  For  the  offence  of 
good  people,  in  caies  indifferent  in  themfelves,  but 
not  accounted  fo  by  them ;  wbatCbever  you  do  or  do 
not,  you  fhall  offend  fome  good  people  on  the  one 
fide  or  other :  And  for  thofe  with  you,  the  great  faU 
Idcy  in  this  bufine&  is,  that  they  have  mifreckoned 
themfelves  ifh  taking  my  fitence  and  their  zeals  to 
have  been  confent  and  participation,  which,  how 
great  a  miftake  it  is,  few  know  better  or  fo  well  as 
yourfeif ;  and  the  truth  is,  I  did  fee  approaching  an 
inevitabfe  neceffity  to  ftrain  with  them  in  divers 
pradices,  in  what  fiation  foever,  remaining  in  Bri-^ 
tain,  and  to  have  efcaped  further  off  fwhich  hath 
been  in  my  thoughts)  would  have  been  the  greateft 
fcandal  of  idL  And  what  will  you  fay,  if  there  be  in 
this  thing  fomewhat  of  that  you  mention,  and  would 
allow,  of  reconciling  the  devout  on  different  fides,, 
and  of  enlarging  thofe  good  fouls  you  meet  with  from 
their  little  fetters,  though  poflibly  with  little  fuccefs? 
yet  the  defign  is  commendable,  pardonable  at  leaft. 
However,  one  comfort  I  have,  that  in  what  is  preffed 
on  me,  there  is  the  leaft  of  my  own  choice,  yea,  on 
the  contrary,  the  ftrongeft  averfion  that  ever  I  had 
in  any  thing  in  all  my  Hfe  j  the  difficulty,  in  fhort, 
lies  in  a  neceffity,  of  either  owning  a  fcruple  which 
I  have  not,  or  the  rudeft  difobedience  to  authority 
that  may  be..  The  truth  is,  I  am  yet  importuning 
and  ftruggling  for  a  liberation,  an|i  look  upward  for 
it  *  ;  but  whatfoeve^  be  the  iffue,  I  look  beyond  it, 
and  this  weary  weary  wretched  life,  through  which 
the  hand  I  have  refigned  to,  I  truil,  will  lead  me  in 
paths  of  his  own  choofing ;  and  fo  I  may  pleafe  him, 

I 

*  It  ts  highly  probable  this  has  been  wrote  when  he  was 
deliberating  about  accepting  a  bilhoprick. 
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I  am  fatisfied.    I  hope,  if  ever  we  meet^  you  (hall 
find  me  in  the  love  of  folitude  and  a  devout  life. 
Tour  unaltered  Brother  and  Friend, 

R.L. 

When  I  fet  pen  to  paper,  I  intended  not  to  exceed 
half-a-dozen  lines,  but  Aid  on  infenfibly  thus  far ; 
but  though  I  fhould  fill  the  paper  oil  all  fides,  fi:ill 
the  right  view  of  this  bufinefs  would  be  neceflarily 
fufpended  till  meeting.  Meanwhile,  hope  well  of 
me,  and  pray  for  me.  This  word  I  will>add,  that  as 
there  hath  been  nothing  of  my  choice  in  the  thing, 
fo  I  undergo  it  (if  it  muft  be)  as  a  mortification, 
and  that  greater  than  a  cell  and  hair-cloth ;  and 
whether  any  will  believe  this  or  no,  I  am  not  carefuL 
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RULES   and   INSTRtfCTIONS 

FOR    A 

HOLT     LIFE. 


FOR    dilpoCng  you  the  better  to  obferve  thefe 
rules,  and  profit  by  them,  be  pleafed  to  take  the 
following  advices : 

I.  Put  all  your  truit  in  the  fpecial  and  fingular 
mercy  of  God,  that  he,  for  his  mercy^s  fake^  and  of 
his  only  goodnefs,  will  help  and  brinjg^  you  to  per* 
fedion;  not  that  abfolute  perfedlion  is  attainable 
here,  but  the  meaning  is,  to  high  degrees  of  that  fpi- 
ritual  and  divine  life,  which  is  always  growing,  and 
tending  towards  the  abfolute  perfedion  above ;  but 
in  fome  perfons  comes  nearer  to  that,  and  rifeth  high« 
er,  even  here,  than  in  the  moft.  If  you,  with  hearty 
and  fervent  defires,  do  continually  wifli  and  long  for 
it,  and  with  moft  humble  devotion,  daily  pray  unto 
God,  and  call  for  it,  and  with  all  diligence  do  buiily 
labour  and  travel  to  come  to  it,  undoubtedly  it  (hall 
be  given  you ;  for  you  muit  not  think  it  fufficient  to 
life  exercifes,  as  though  they  had  fuch  virtues  in 
them,  that,of  themfelves  alone,  they  could  make  fuch 
as  do  ufe  them  perfedl ;  for  neither  thofe,  nor  any 
other,  whatever. tliey  be,  can  of  themfelves  (by  their 
ufe  only)  bring  unto  perfeAion.  But  our  nierciful 
Lord  God,  of  his  own  goodnefs,  when  you  feek  with 
hearty  defires  and  fervent  fighings,  maketh  you  to 
find  it:  When  you  aik  daily  with  ^evout  prayer. 

Vol.  II.  3N  ^       then 
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then  he  giveth  it  to  you  ;  and  when  you  continually, 
with  unwearied  labour  and  travel^  knock  f^erfevering- 
ly,  then  he  doth  mercifully  open  unto  you  :  And  be- 
caufe  that  thofe  ^xeretfet  do  teacJt  you  to  feek,  afk> 
and  knock ;  yea,  they  are  none  other  but  very  devout 
petitions,  feekings,  and  fpi ritual  pulfations,  fpr  the 
merciful  help  of  God  -^  therefore  they  are  very  pro- 
fitable means  to  come  to  perfedion  by  God^s  grace, 

2,  Let  no  particular  exercife  hinder  your  public 
and  Handing  duties  to  God  and  your  neighbours  '^ 
but  for  thefe,  rather  interaiit  the  other  for  a  time,, 
and  then  return  to  it  as  foqn  as  you  can. 

'3.  If,  in  time  of  your  fpiritual  exercife,  you  find 
yourfelf  drawn  to  any  better,  or  to  as  good  a  contem- 
plation-as  that  i»,  foUow  the  track  of  that  good  motiofi 
fo  long  as  it  (hall  laft. 

4.  Always  take  care  to  follow  fuch  exercifis9  of  de- 
vout thoughts,  wi^that  putting  in  pradice  foch  kC- 
ions  aa  they  eootain  ano  excite  to. 
^  5.  Though  at  firft  ye  fed  no  fwcetneft  in  fuch  ex- 
crcifes,  yet  be  not  difedutegcd,  nor  induced  to  leave 
them,  but  continue  in  them  feithfuMy,  whatfoever 
pain  or  fpiritual  trouble  ye  feel  j  for,  doing  them  for 
God  and  his  honour,  and  finding  none  other  prefent 
fruit,  yet  you  fhall  have  a»  excellent  reward  for  yoor 
diligent  labottf  and  your  pdre  intentions :  And  let 
not  your  falling  fhott  of  thefe  modek  arid  rules,  nor 
your  daily  manifold  iniper fc^kms  ^nd  faults,  diiheart- 
en  you ;  but-  conti»wc  fledfaft  in  your  deSres,  pur- 
pofcs  and  endeavours ;  apd  ever  afk  the  beft,  aim  at  tlie 
bed,  and  hope  the  beft,  being  ferry  that  you  can  do 
no  better ;  and  they  fharll  be  a  moft  acceptable  fecrt- 
fice  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  in  due  time  youJUaU  reap 
if  you  faint  not :  And  of  all  fuch  fnftrutflioBs,  kt  your 
i^t  be  to  follow  them  as  much  as  you  can ;  but  not 
too  fcrapuloufly,  thinking  yout  hbouc  loft  if  you  do 
not  exaftly  and  ftridkly  anfwer  them  in  every  thing: 
purpofe  ftill  better,  and,  by  God's  grace  alt  itidStl  he 
well.    ..  •         * 

SECT. 
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SECT.      I. 

Sjsle  I.  Exercife  thyfelf  in  the  knowledge  and 
deep  confidcration  of  our  Lord  God,  cailirig  bumblj 
to  mind  bow  exrceUent  and  incomprebenfible  be  i$; 
and  this  knowledge  ihalt  <hou  ratber  endeavour  to 
ob|:ain  by  fervent  defire  aod  devout  prayer,  than  by 
high  fludy  and  outward  labour :  It  is  the  Angular 
^ift  of  God,  and  certainly  very  preciouE.     Pray  then, 

2.  ^*  Mofi  gracious  Lord,  whom  to  know  is  the 
^^  very  blifs  and  felicity  of  man's  foul,  aad  yet  none 
"*  can  know  thee,  unlefs  diou  wilt  open  and  ihe v 
**  thyfelf  unto  him,  vouchfafe,  of  thy  infinite  mercy, 
**  now  aod  ever,  to  enlighten  my  heart  and  mind  to 
"  know  thee,  and  thy  moft  holy  and  perfed 'will,  to 
"the  honour  and  glory  of  thy  name.     Amen/.' 

5«  Then  lift  up  thy  heart  to  coofider  (not  with 
too  great  violence,  but  foberly)  the  eternal  and  in- 
finite power  of  God,  who  created  all  things  by  bis- 
excellent  wifdom ;  his  unmeafurable  goodnefs,  and 
incomprebenfible  love  ;  lor  he  is  very  and  only  God, 
moft  excellent,  moft  high,  raoft  glorious,  the  ever- 
lafiing  and  unchangeable  goodnefs,  au  eternal  fub- 
flange,  a  charity  infinite,  fo  excellent  and  ineffable 
in  himfelf,  that  all  dignity,  perfe<5lion  and  goodnefs, 
that  is  poffible  to  be  fpoken  or  thought  of,  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  expre&  the  fmalleft  pdrt  thereof. 

4.  Confider  that  he  is  the  natural  place,  the  centre, 
and  reft  of  thy  foul :  If  thou  then  think  of  the  moft 
bleffed  Trinity,  mufe  not  too  much  thereon,  but  with 

devout  and  obedient  faith,  meekly  and  lowly  adore 
and  worflaip. 

5.  Confider  Jefus,  the  Redeemer  and  ^ufband  of 
thy  foul,  and  walk  with  him  as  becomes  a  chafte 
fpoiife,  with  reverence  and  lowly  fhamefulnefs,  obe- 
dience and  fubmifiion. 

6.  Then  turn  to  the  deep,  profound  cohfideration 
of  tbyfelf,  thine  owa  nothingnefs,  and  thy  extreme 

defilement 
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defilement  and  pollution,  thy  natural  averfion  from 
God,  and  that  thou  muft,  by  converfion  to  him  again, 
gild  union  with  him,  be  made  happy. 

7.  Confider  thyfelf  and  all  creatures  as  nothing, 
$n  comparifon  of  thy  Lord  ;  that  fo  thou  mayeft  not 
only  be  content,  'but  defirous  to  be  unknown,  or,  be- 
ipg  known,  to  be  contemned  and  defpifed  of  all  men, 
yet  without  thy  faults  or  defervings,  as  muct^  as  thou 
icanft. 

8.  "  O  God,  infufe  into  my  heart  thy  heavenly 
^'  light  and  blefled  charity,  that  I  may  know  and 
^'  love  thee  above  all  things ;  and  above  all  things 
*'  loath  and  abhor  myfelf.  Grant  that  I  may  be  fo 
**  ravilhcd  in  the  wonder  and  love  of  thee,  that  I 
<*  may  forget  myfolf,  and  all  things;  feel  neither 
^*  profperity  nor  adverfity  ;  may  not  fear  to  fuffer  all 
**  the  pains  of  this  world,'  rather  than  to  be  parted 
^*  and  pulled  away  from  thee,  whofe  perfections  in* 
^^  finitely  exceed  all  thought  and  underftanding. 
**  O !  let  me  find  thee  more  inwardly  and  verily 
^^  prefent  with  me,  than  I  am  with  myfelf;  and  make 
^*  me  moft  circumfpe<a  how  I  doufe  myfelf  in  the 
f*  prefence  of  thee,  my  holy  Lord. 

•*  Caufe  me  alway  to  remember  how  everlafting 
f*  and  conftant  is  the  love  thou  beareft  towards  me, 
^*  and  fuch  a  charity  and  continual  care,  as  though 
^^  thou  hadft  no  more  creatures  in  heaVen  er  earth 
f*  befides  fnc.  What  am  I  ?  A  vile  worm  and  filth." 

9.  Then  afpire  to  a  great  contrition  Tor  thy  fins, 
and  hatred  oif  them,  and  abhoring  of  thyfelf  for  them ; 
then  crave  pardon  in  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and 
then  offer  up  thyfelf,  foul  and  body,  an  oblation  or 
facrifice,  in  and  through  him,  as  they  did  of  old,  lay- 
ing wood  on  the  altar,  and  then  burning  up  all ;  £0 
this  Ihall  be  a  facrifipe  of  fweet  favour,  and  very  ac- 
ceptable to  God.' 

10.  Offer  all  that  thou  haft,  to  be  nothing,  to  ufe 
pothing  of  all  f:hat  thou  haft  about  thee,  and  is  called 
^hine,  but  to  hi^s  honour  and  glory :    And  refolve, 

through 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


FOR  A  HOLT  LIFE.  4^ 

through  his  grace,  to  ufe  all  the  powers  of  thy  fouU 
and  every  member  of  thy  body,  to  his  fervice,  as  for* 
merly  thou  haft  done  to  fin. 

II.  Confider  the  paflion  of  thy  Lord,  how  he  was 
buJ9fetted,  fcourged,  reviled,  flretched  with  nails  on 
the  crofs,  and  hung  on  it  three  long  hours ;  fufiered 
all  the  contempt  and  fhame,  and  all  the  inconceivable 
pain  of  it,, for  thy  fake. 

12:  Then  turn  thy  heart  to  him,  humbly  faying^ 
*^  Lord  Jefus,  whereas  I  daily  fail,  and  am  ready  to 
'^  fin,  vouchfafe  me  grace,  as  oft  as  I  ihall,  to  rife  a- 
"  gain ;  let  me  never  prefume,  but  always  moft 
*'  meekly  and  humbly  acknowledge  my  wretched- 
M  nefs  and  frailty,  and  repent,,  with  a  firm  purpofe 
'^  to  amend  ;  and  let  me  not  defpair  becaufe  of  my 
"  great  friiilty,  but  ever  truft  in  thy  moft  loving 
**  mercy,  and  readinefs  to  forgive.'* 


SECT.    IL 

1.  Thou  Ihalt  have  much  to  do  in  mortifying  of 
thy  five  fenfes,  which  muft  be  all  (hut  up  in  the  cru- 
cified humility  of  Jefus  Chrift^  and  be  as  they  were 
plainly  dead. 

2.  Thou  muft  now  learn  to  have  a  continual  eye 
inwardly  to  thy  foul  and  fpiritual  life,  as.  thou  haft 
ufed  heretofore  to  have  all  thy  mind  and  regard  to 
outWard  pleafure  and  worldly  things. 

3.  Thou  muft  fubmit  and  give  thyfelf  up  unto  the 
difcipline  of  Jefus,  and  become  his  fcholar,  refign- 
ing  and  compelling  thyfelf  altogether  to  obey  him  in 
all  things  ;  fo  that  thy  willing  and  nilling,  thou  ut- 
terly and  perfedly  do  caft  away  from  thee,  and  do 
nothing  without  his  licenfe:  At  every  word  thou 
wilt  fpeak,  at  every  morfel  thou  wilt  eat,  at  every 
ftirring  or  moving  of  every  article  or  member  of  thy 
body,  thou  muft  aik  leave  of  him  in  thy  heart,  and 
^fk  thyfelf,  whether^  having  fo  done,  that  be  accord- 
ing; 
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ing  to  his  will,  and  hoty  exatiiple,  and  with  fincere 
Hitention  of  his  glory.    Hence, 

4.  Even    the  moil  neceflary  a6tiom  of  thy  life, 
.  though  lawful,  yet  muft  thus  be  offered  up  with  a 

trae  intention  unto  God,  in  the  union  of  the  moft 
holy  works,  and  biefl^d  merits,  of  Chrift;  iayirtg, 
^  Lord  Jefus,  bind  up  in  the  merits  of  thy  blefled 
^*  fenfes,  all  my  feeling  and  fenfation,  *and  ail  my 
^*  wits  and  fenfes,  that  I  never  hereafter  ufe  them 
"  to  any  fenfuality  1*' 

5.  Thus  labour  to  come  to  this  union  and  knitting 
up  of  thy  fenfes  in  Ckxl,  and  thy  Lord  Jefus,  and  I'e- 
main  fo  faft  to  the  crofs,  that  thou  never  part  from 
it,  and  fliU  behave  thy  body,  and  all  thy  fenfes,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  thy  Lord  God,  and  commit  all  things 
to  the  moft  trufty  providence  of  thy  living  Lord, 
who  will  then  order  all  things  deledably  and  fweet- 
ly  for  thee;  reckon  all  things  befides  for  right  nought; 
and  thus  mayell  thou  come  unto  wonderful  illumina- 
tions, and  fpiritu^l  influence  firom  the  Lord  thy  God* 

6.  If,  for  his  love,  thou  canft  crucify,  renounce  and 
fcrfeke  perfedly  thyfelf,  and  all  things ;  thou  muft 
ib  crucify  thy felf  to  all  things,  and  Ictve  and  defire 
God  only,  with  thy  care  and, whole  heart,  that  in  this 
moft  ftedfaft  and  ftrong  knot  and  union  unto  the  will 
of  God,  if  he  would  create  hell  in  thee  here,  thou 
migbteft  be  ready  to  offer  thyfidf,  by  his  grace,  for  his 
etern^  honour  and  glory,  to  fuflfer  it,  and  that  purely 
for  his  will  and  pleafure. 

7.  Thou  muft  keep  thy  memory  clean  and  pure, 
as  it  were  a  wedlock  chamber,  from  all  ftrange 
thoughts,  fancies  and  imaginations ;  and  it  muft  be 
trimmed  and  adorned  with  holy  meditations  and  vir- 
tues of  Chrift^s  life  and  paffion,  that  God  may  coo^ 
tinually  and  ever  reft  therein. 

PRAYER, 

8.  *^  Lord,  inftead  of  knowing  thee,  I  have  fought 
^  to  know  wickednefs  and  iio  j  and  whereas  my  will 

"and 
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^  and  defire  were  created  to  love  tiiee^  I  have  Idl 
*^  that  love,  and  declined  to  the  creatures ;  while  mj 
^*  memory  ought  to  be  filled  with  thee,  I  have  paint- 
^  ed  it  with  the  imagery  of  innumerable  fancies,  not 
^<  only  of  all  creatures^  but  of  all  finful  wiekcdnefa. 
'<  Oh !  blot  out  tbefe  by  thy  bloody  and  tmf  rint  thine 
^  own  blefled  image  in  my  foul,  blefled  Jefu%  by 
*<  that  blood  that  iflued  out  from  thy  moft  Icnring 
^^  heart,  when  thou  hangedft  cm  the  crois;  ib  knit 
^^  my  will  to  thy  moft  holy  will,  that  I  may  have  no 
^  other  will  but  thine,  and  m^y  be  mo&  heartily  and 
**  fully  content  with  whatfoever  thou  wilt  do  to  me 
"  in  this  world;  yea,  if  thou  wiit»  fo  that  I  hate 
^^  thee  not,  nor  fin  againft  thee^  but  retain  thy  lovt^ 
^^  make  me  fuSer  the  greateft  pains." 

SECT.      III. 

Rub  %.  Exercife  tbyfelf  to  the  perfed:  abnegation 
of  all  things  which  may  let  or  impede  this  nmon  ; 
mortify  in  thee,  every  thing  that  is  not  God,  nor  for 
God,  or  which  be  willeth  and  loveth  not :  Refigning 
and  yielding  up  to  the  high  pleafure  of  God,  all  love 
and  aSe£kion  for  tranfitory  things ;  defire  neither  to 
have  nor  hold  them,  nor  beftow  oir  give  them,  but 
only  for  the  pure  love  and  honour  of  God  :  Pot  away 
fuperfiuous  and  uunecefiary  things^  and  adSfed  not 
even  things  necefl^ry. 

2.  Mortify  all  afie£kion  to^  and  feeking  of  thyfdf, 
which  is  £0  natural  to  men,  in  all  the  good  they  de** 
lire»  and  in  all  the  good  they  do,  and  in  all  the  evil 
they  fufler ;  yea,  by  the  inordinate  love  of  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  God,  inftead  of  himfelf,  they  fall,  into 
J^ivituql  pride,  gluttony  and  greedinefs. 

3.  Mortify  all  affedion  to,  and  d^ftation  in,  meat 
and  drinks  and  vain  thoughts  and  fanciest,  which 
though  they  i»roceed  not  to  confent^  yet  they  defile 

the 
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the  foul,  and  grieve  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  do  great  da* 
mage  to  the  fpiritual  life, 

4.  Imprint  on  thy  heart  the  image  of  Jefus  cruci- 
fied ;  the  impreffions  of  his  humility,  poverty,  mild-^ 
nefs,  and  all  his  holy  virtues  ;  let  thy  thoughts  of  him 
turn  into  affedion,  and  thy  knowledge  into  love ;  for 
the  love  of  God  doth  moil  purely  work  in  the  mor- 
tification of  nature ;  the  life  of  the  fpirit,  purifying 
the  higher  powers  of  the  foul,  begets  the  folitarinefs 
and  departure  from  all  creatures,  and  the  influence 
and  flowing  info  God. 

5.  Solitude,  filence,  and  the  fti^it  keeping  of  the 
heart,  are  the  foundations  and  grounds  of,  a  fpiritual 
life. 

6.  Do  all  thy  neceflary  and  outward  works  with- 
out any  trouble  or  carefulnefs  of  mind,  and  bear  thy 
inind  amidfl:  all,  always  inwardly  lifted  up,  and  de* 
vated  to  God,  following  always  more  the  inward  ex- 
ercife  of  love,  than  the  outward  ads  of  virtue. 

7.  To  this  can  no  man  come,  unlefs  he  be  rid  and 
delivered  from  all  things  under  God,  and  be  fo  fwd- 
lowed  up  in  God,  that  he  can  contemn  and  defpife 
himfelf  arid  all  things  ^  for  the  pure  love  of  God 
maketh  the  fpirit  pure  and  fimple,  and  fo  free,  that 
without  any  pain  and  labour,  it  can  at  all  times  turn 
and  recoiled  itfelf  in  God. 

8.  Mortify  all  bitternefs  of  heart  towards  thy  neigh- 
bours, and  all  vain  complacency  in  thyfelf  j  all  vain 
glory  and  defire  of  efteera,  in  words  and  deeds,  in 
gifts  and  graces.  To  this  thou  (halt  come  by  a  more 
clear  and  perfed  knowledge  and  confideration  of  thy 
own  vilenefs,  and  by  knowing  God  to  be  the  foun- 
tain of  all  grace  and  goodnefs. 

^  9.  Mortify  all  aflfedion  towards  inward,  fenfibic, 
fpiritual  delight  in  grace,  and  the  following  devotion 
with  fenfible  fweetnefs  in  the  lower  faculties,  or 
powers  of  the  foul,  which  are  nowife  real  faddity  and 
holinefs  in  themfelves,  but  certain  gifits  of  God  to 
help  our  infirmity. 

10.  Mortify 
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10.  Mortify  all  curious  jnveftigation  or  fearcb,  all 
fpeculation  and  knowledge  of  unneceifary  things,  i^u- 
man  or  divine ;  for  the  perfed  life  of  a  Chriftian 
confifteth  not  in  high  knowledge,  but  profound  meek- 
nefs ;  in  holy  iimplicity,  and  in  the  ardent  love  of 
God ;  wherein  we  ought  to  defire  to  die  to  all  affec* 
tion  to ourfelves,  arid  all  things  below  God;  yea,  to 
fuftain  pain  and  derelidion,  that  we  may  be  perfedly 
knit  and' united  to  God,  and  be  perfedly  fwallowed 
up  in  him. 

11.  Mortify  all  undue  fcrupuloufnefs  of  confcience, 
and  truft  in  the  goodnefs  of  God  ;  for  our  doubting 
and  fcruples  oft-times  arife  from  inordinate  felf-Iove, 
and  therefore  vex  us  ;  they  do  no  good,  neither  work 
any  real  amendment  in  us ;  they  cloud  the  foul,  and 
darken  faith,  and  cool  love  ;  and  it  is  only  the  ftrong* 
er  beams  of  thefe  that  c^n  difpel  them,  and  the 
ftronger  that  faith  and  divine  confidence  is  in  us,  and 
the  hotter  divine  love  is,  the  foul  is  To  much  the  more 
excited  and  enabled  to  all  the  parts  of  holinefs,  to 
mortifications  of  paflions  and  lulls,  to  more  patience 
in  adverfity,  and  to  mpre  thankfulnefs  in  all  eftates. 

12.  Mortify  all  impatience  in  ^11  pains  and  trou- 
bles, whether  from  the  hands  of  God  or  men,  all 
defire  of  revenge,  all  refentment  of  injuries,  and  by 
the  pure  love  of  God,  love  thy  very  perfecutors,  as 
if  they  were  thy  deareft  friends. 

13.  Finally,  Mortify,  thy  own  will  in  all  things, 
with  full  refign^tion  of  thyfelf  to  fuffer  all  derelic- 
tion, outward  and  inward,  all  pain,  and  preflures,  and 
defolations,  and  that  for  the  pure  love  of  God  :  For, 
from  felf-love,  and  felf^will,  fpring  all  fin,  and  all 
pain.    . 

.       »  A    PRAYER. 

14.  "  O !  Jefus,  my  Saviour,  thy  bleflcd  humility  ! 
"  imprefs  it  on'my  heart ;"  make  me  moft  fenfible  of 
**  thy  infinite  dignity,  and  of  my  own  vilenefs,  that 
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•*  I  may  hate  royfclf  as  a  thing  of  naugfar,  and  bfe 
**  willing  to  be  defpifed,  and  trodden  upon  by  att,  as 
**  the  vilcft  mire  of  the  ftrects,  that  I  may  ft  ill  retam 
••  thcfe  words,  I  AM  NOTHING,  I  HAVE  NO- 
**  THING,  I  CAN  DO  NOTHING,  AND  I  DE^ 
^*  SIRE  NOTHING  BUT  ONE.'* 

S  E  C  T,    IV.      . 

I.^  Never  do  any  thing  with  propriety  and  frngu- 
lar  aflfedion,  being  too  earneft,  Or  too  much  given  to 
it  J  but  with  continual  meeknefs  of  heart  and  mind; 
lie  at  the  foo.t  of  God  ;  and  fay,  ••  Lord,  I  defire  no- 
**. thing ;  neither  in  myfelf,  nor  in  any  creature,  fave 
♦*  only  to  know  and  execute  thy  blefled  will,  (feyifig 
••  alway  in  thy  heart).  Lord,  what  wouldft  thou  have 
•♦  me  to  do?  Transform  my  will  into  thine;  fiU  full, 
**  and  fwallow  up',  as  it  were^  my  affeAions  with  thy 
**  love,  and  with  an  irtfatiable  defire  to  honour  thee, 
^*  and  defpife  myfelf/' 

2.  If  thou  afpire  to  attain  to  the  perfeA  knitting 
and  union  with  Gc#,  know  that  it  requifeth  a  perfect 
expoliation,  and  denudation,  or  bare  nakednefs,  antJ 
utter  forfaking  of  all  fin,  yea,  of  all  creatures,  and  of 
thyfclf  particularly :  Even  that  thy  mind  and  under- 
ftanding,  thy  afTcdlions  and  defires,  thy  memory  and* 
fancy,  be  made  bare  of  all  things  in  thcvworld,  and 
all  fenfual  pleasures  in  them,  fo  as  thou  wouldft  be 
content  that  the  bread  which  thou  eateft  had  no  more 
favour  than  a  ftone,  and  yet,  for  h4s  honour  and  glory 
that  created  bread,  thou  art  pleafed  that  it  favoureth 
well :  But  yet  from  the  delegation  thou  feeleft  in  it^ 
turn  thy  heart  to  his  pr^fes  and  love  that  made  it. 

3.  The  more  perfedly  thou  liveft  in  the  abftrac- 
tion  and  departure^  and  bare  nakednefs  of  tby  mind, 
from  all  creatuxes,  the  .more  nakedly  arid  purely  (halt 
thou  have  the  fruiliorj  of  the  Lord  thy  God>  and 

(halt 
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{halt  live  the  tnore  htjavenly  an4  atigclical  a  life* 
Thtrefote, 

4^  Labour,  above  all  things,  moft  exaftly  to  forfalce 
all  for  him ;  and  chiefly  to  forfake  and  contemn  thy- 
felf,.  purely  loving  him,  and  in  a  manner  forgetting 
thyfelf  afid  all  things,  for  the  vehement  burning  love 
of  him :  thus  thy  mind  will  run  fo  much  upon  him, 
that  thoa  xnlt  take  no  heed  what  is  fweet  of  bitter, 
neither  wik  thou  confider  time  or  place,  nor  mark 
one  perfon  from  another,  for  the  wonder  and  love  of 
thy  Lord  God,  and  the  delire  of  his  bleffcd  will, 
pleafure,  and  honour  in  all  things ;  and  wh^tfoevef 
good  thbu  doft,  know  and  think  that  God  doth  it,  and 
liot  thou. 

5.  Choofe  always  (to  the  beft  of  thy  (kill)  what  is 
tnoft  to  God^s  honour,  and  moft  like  unto  Ghrift  and 
bts  example,  and  mt>ft  profitable  to  thy  neighbour, 
and  moft  againft  thy  own  proper  will,  and  leaft  fer- 
ViceaWe  to  thy  own  praife  and  exaltation. 

6.  If't'feoo  continue  faithful  in  this  fpifitual  work 
and  tra:vel,  God  at  length,  without  doubt,  will  hear 
ti^y  knocking,  and  will  deliver  thee  from  all  thy  fpi* 
ritual  trouble,  from  all  the  tumults,  noife,  and  in* 
cirrtibrattce  of  cogitations  and  fancies,  and  from  alU 
earthly  affeftions,  which  thou  cahft  by  no  better  means 

{mt  away,  than  by  continual  and  fervent  defirQ.of  the 
ove  of  God. 

7.  Do  not,  at  any  time,  let  or  hinder  his  work- 
ing, by  following  thine  own  will ;  for,  behold,  how 
much  thou  doft  the  more  perfedly  forfake  thine  own 
will,  and  the  love  of  thyfelf,  and  of  all  worldly 
things,  fo  much  the  more  deeply  and  fafely  ft)alt  thou 
be  knit  unto  God>  and  increafe  in  his  true  arid  pure 
love. 

SECT.    V. 

1.  If  thou  ftiil,  above  all  things,  feek  that  union; 
thou  muft  ^tansfilnd  and  pour  thy  whole  will  into  tht 

high 
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high  pleafure  of  God  y  and  whatfoever  befals  thee, 
thou  mu(t  be  without  murmuring,  and  retradion  of 
heart,  accepting  it  raoft  joyfully  for  His  love,  whofe 
will  and  work  it  is. 

2.  Let  thy  great  joy  and  comfort  evermore  be,  to 
have  his  pleafure  done  in  thee,  thoughjn  pains,  fick- 
nefs,  perfecutions,  oppref&oas,  or  inward  griefs  and 
preflures  of  heart,  coldnefs,  or  barrennefs  of  mind, 
darkening  of  thy  will  and  fenfes,  or  any  temptations, 
fpiritual  or  bodily.    And, ' 

3.  Under  any  of  thef<f,  be  always  wary  thou  turn 
'  not  to  linful  delights,  nor  to  fenfual  and  carnal  plea- 

fures,  nor  fet  thy  heart  on  vain  things,  feeking  com- 
fort thereby,  nor  in  any  wife  be  idle,  but  always,  as 
thou  canft,  compel  and  force  thyfelf  to  fome  good 
fpiritual  exercife  or  bodily  work ;  and  though  they 
be  then  unfavoury  to  thee,  yet  are  they  not  the  leis, 
but  the  more,  acceptable  to  God. 

4*  Take  all  afflidlioiis  as  tokeiis  of  God^s  love  to 
thee^  and  trials  of  thy  love  to  him,  and  purpofes  ot 
kindnefs  to  enrich  thee,  and  increafe  more  plentiful- 
ly in  thee  his  blefTed  gifts  and  fpiritual  graces,  if  thou 
perfevere  faithfully  unto  the  end ;  not  leaving  off 
^the  vehement  deiire  of  his  love,  and  thy  own  per* 
fedion.        .  -  ' 

5.  Offer  up  thyfelf  wholly  to  him,  and  Sts.  the  point 
of  thy  love  upon  his  raoft  bleffed  increated  love  ;  and 
there  let  thy  foul  and  heart  ireft  and  delight,  »nd  be, 
as  it  were,  refolved  and  melted,  mpft  happily,  into  the 
bleffed  Godhead  ;  and  then  take  th^t  as  a  token,  and 
be  affared  by  it,  that  God  will,  grant  thy  lovely  and 
holy  defire  ;  then  (bait  thou  feel,  in  a  manner,  no  dif- 
ference betwixt  honour  and  (hame,  joy  and  forrow  : 
But  whatfoever  thou  perceiveft  to  appertain  to  th« 
honour  of  thy  Lord,  be  it  ever  fo  hard  and  unplea- 
fant  to  thyfelf,  thou  wilt  heartily  embrace  it,  yea, 
with  all  thy  might,  follow  and  defire  it ;  yet,  w^ien 
thou  haft  done  what  is  poffible  for  thee,  thou  wilt 
think  thou  haft  done  nothing  at  all,  yea,  thou  (halt 

be 
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be  afliamed,  and  detefl  thyftlf,  that,  thou  haft  fo 
wretchedly  and  imperfcdly*  ferved  fo  noble  and  wor-» 
thy  a  Lord  j  and  therefore,  thou  wilt  defire  and  en- 
deavour every  hour  to  do  and  fuffer  greater  and  more 
perfed  things  than  hithertp  thou  haft  done,  forgetting 
the  things  that  are  behind,  and  prefling  forward,  &c. 

6.  If  thou  haft  in  any  meafure  attained  to  love,  and 
^abide  in,  God,  then  may  eft  thou  keep  the  powers  of^ 
thy  foul  and  thy  fenfes,  as  it  were,'  (hut  up  in  God, 
from  gadding  out  to  any  worldly  thing  or  vanky,  as 
n[)uch  as  pbffible,  where  they  have  fo  joyfully  a  fecu- 
rity  and  fa^enefs*:  Satiate  thy  foul  in  him,  and  in  all 

,  other  things  ftill  fee  his  bleffed  prefence. 

7.  Whatfoever  befalleth  thee,  receive  it  not  from 
the  hand  of  any  creature,  but  from  him  alone,  and 
render  back  all  to  him,  feeking  in  all  things  his  plea- 
fure  and  honour,  the  purifying  and  fubduing  thy- 
felf.  What  can  harm  tbee,  when  all  miift  firft 
touch  God,  within  whom  thou  haft  inclofed  thyfelf, 

8.  When  thou  pcrceiveft  thyfelf  thus  knit  to  God, 
and  thy  foul  more  faft  and  joined  nearer  to  him  than 
to  thine  own  body,  then  fhalt  thou  know  his  ever- 
lafting,  and  incomprehenfible,  and  ineffable  good- 
nefs,  and  the  true  noblenefs  of  thy  foul,  that  camp 
from  him,  arid  ^as  made  to  be  reunited  to  him. 

9.  If  thou  wouldft  aicend  and  come  up  to  thy 
Lord  God,  thou  muft  climb  up  by  the  wounds  of 
his  blefled  humanity,  that  remain  as  it  were  for  that 
ufe  ;  and  when  thou  art  got  up,  there,  thou  wouldft 
rather  fuffer  death,  than  willingly  commit  any  fin* 

10.  Entering  into  Jefus,  thou  cafteft  thyfelf  into  an 
infinite  fea  of  goodnefs,  that  more  eafily  drowns  and 
happily  fwallovvs  thee  up,  than  the  ocean  does  a  drop 
of  water.  Then  fhalt  thou  be  hid  and  transformed 
in  him,  and  (halt"gften  be  as  thinking^  without  thought, 
and  knowing  without  knowledge,  and  loving  with- 
out love>  comprehended  of  brm  whom  thou  canft 
not  comprehend. 

SECT, 
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S  EC  T.     VI. 

1.  Too  much  define  to  plcafe  men  mightily  prejudg- 
eth  the  pleafing  of  God, 

2.  Too  great  earneftnefs  and  ve]iemency,  and  too 
greedy  delight,  in  bodily  work  and  external  doings, 
Jcattcreth  and  lofeth  the  tranquillity  and  calmncfs  of 
the  mind. 

.  3.  Caft  all  thy  care  on  God^  and  commit  all  to  his 
good  pleafure ;  laud  and  praife,  and  applaud,  him  in 
all  things,  fmall  and  great ;  fpr£ike  thy  own  will,  and 
deliver  up  thyfelf  freely  and  cheerfully  to  the  will  of 
God,  without  referve  or  exception,  in  profperity  and 
adverfity,  fweet  or  four,  to  have  or  to  want,  to  live 
or  to  die. 

4.  Difunite  thy  heart  from  all  things,  and  unite  it 
only  to  God. 

5.  B^emember,  often  and  devoutlyj,  the  life  and  pal- 
lion,  the  death  and  refurre^^lion,  of  our  Saviour  Jefus. 

6.  Defcant  not  on  other  mens  deeds,  but  confider 
thine  own  ;  forget  other  mens  faults,  and  remember 
thine  own. 

7.  Never  think  highly  of  thyfelf,  nor  defpife  an/ 
other  man.  ^ 

8.  Keep  filence  knd  retirement  as  much  as  thou 
canfty  and,  through  God's  grace,  they  will  keep  thee 
from  fnares  and  offences. 

9.  Lift  up  thy  heart  often  to  God,  and  deiire  in  all 
things  his  afliftance. 

10.  Let  thy  heart  be  filled,  and  wholly  taken  up, 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  of  thy  neighbour,  and  do 
all  that  thou  doft  in  that  fincere  charity  and  love. 

The  fura  is :    . 

1.  Remember  always  the  prefence  of  God. 

2.  Rejoice  always  in  the  will  of  God^  -.  And» 

3.  Diredt  all  to  the  glory  of  God.. 

SECT. 
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SECT.    VIL 

1.  Little  k>ve,  little  tiiift ;  bat  a  grimt  Uve  bringt  a 
great  confidence. 

2.  That  is  a  bteflfed  hope  that  doth*  not  flacfcen  us 
in  our  duty,  m>x  Riak<6th  us  feeure,  but  ibcreafetti 
both  a  cheerful  will,  and  gives  greater  itrengtbta 
iBortifieatittfi  and  all!  obedience. 

3.  What  hecdeft  thou,  or  why  travelleft  thou  about 
fo  many  things  ?  thinfc  upon  oWej  deffre  and  love  our, 
and  thou  Ibalt  find  great  reft.     Therefore; 

4.  Whereve=r  tftoti  be,  let  this  voice  of  Gord'  be  fttH: 
in  thine  ear  j  My  fon,  return  inwardly  to  thyj  heart ; 
abftraft  thyfelf  from  all  things^  and  mind  m^  dxAy  : 
Thus, 

5.  With  a  pure  mind  in  Gbd,  clean  attd  bare  from: 
the  memory  of  all  things,  remaining  unmoveably  in 
him,  thou  ffralt  think  and  deiire  nothing  but  him  a*- 
lone ;  sts  thougli  there  were  nothing  elfe  in  the  world 
but  he  and  thou  only  together ;  that  ail  thy  faculties 
and  powers  beifig  thu*  recoHedcd  into  Godi,  thou 
mayeft ^become  one  fpirit  with  him^  »       ^ 

d.  Fix  thy  mind'  oh  thy  crucified  Saviour,  and  re- 
member continually  his  great  meektiefe,  ^oveaiid  obe- 
dience, his  pure  chaftity,  his  unfpeakable  patience,  and 
all  the  holy  virtues  of  his  humanity. 

7.  Think  on  his  mighty  power  and  infinite  good- 
nefsjhow  he  created. and  redeemed  thee;  how  he 
juftifieth  thee,  and  worlceth  in  thee  all  virtues,  gra- 
ces, and  goodnefs ;  and  thus  remember  Him,  until 
thy  memory  turn  into  love  and  afFedlion.    Therefore, 

8.  Draw  thy  mind  thus  from  all  creatures,  unto 
a  certain  filence,  an(^  reft  from  the  jangling  and  com-^ 
pany  of  all  things  below  God  ;  and  when  thou  canft 
come  to  this,  then  is  thy  heart  a  place  meet  and  rea- 
dy for  thy  Lprd  God  to  abide  id,  there  to  talk  with 
%hy  foul. 

9.  True  * 
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g.  True  humility  gaineth^and  overcometh  God 
Almighty,  and  maketh  thee  alfo  apt  and  meet  to  re- 
ceive all  graces  and  gifts ;  but  alas !  who  can  fay 
that  he  hath  this  blelTed  meeknefs,  it  being  fo  hard, 
fo  uncertain,  fo  fecrec  and  unknown  a  thing, .  to  for- 
fake  and  mortify  perfedlly  and  exactly  thyfelf,  and 
that  rooft  venomous  worm  of  all  goodnefs,  vain- 
glory? 

JO.  Copmit  all  to  the  high  providence  of  God, 
and  fufTer  nothing  to  reft  or  enteir  into  thy  heart, 
favc^  only  God  ;  all  things  in  the  earth  are  too  bafe 
to  take  up  thy  love  or  *care,  or  to  trouble  thy  noble 
heart,  thy  immortal  and  heavenly  mind :  Let  them 
care  and  forrow,  or  rejoice,  about  thefe  things  who 
are  pf  th»  world,  for  whom  Chrifl  would  not  pray. 

1  r.  Thou  canft  not  pleafe  nor  ferve  two  mailers 
at  once;  thou  canft  not- love  divers  and  contrary 
things :  if  then  thou  wouldft  know  what  thou  lo* 
veft,  mark  well  what  thou  thinkeft  moft  upon ;  leave 
earth,  and  have  heaven  *;  leave  the  world,  and  have 
God. 

12.  All  fin  and  vice  fpringeth  from  the  property 
of  our  own  will :  All  virtue  and  perfeflion  cometh 
and  groweth  from  the  mortifying  of  it,  and  the  re- 
figning  of  it  wholly  to  the  pleafure  and  will  of  God. 
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Historical  Facts  in  the  Life  of  Bifliop 
Leighton,  with  his  Laft  Will;  andfome 

.  Particulars  about  the  founding  of  the 
Public  Library  at  Dunblane.  Extraded 
from  the  original  Library^  Catalogue,  and 
never  before  printed. 

Archbishop  Leighton,  after  refigning  his  arch- 
biflioprick,  took  leave  of  the  court  and  the  world, 
and  retired  to  the  houfe  of  Mr  Edward  Lightmaker 
of  Broadhurft,  his  nephew,  by  his  lifter  Madam  Light- 
maker,  in  Suflex,  where  ht  lived,  in  an  abfolute 
retirement,  a  moft  devout  and  contemplative  life, 
for  the  fpace  of  about  feven  years.  In  all  this  time 
he  met  with  no  interruption  of  his  folitude,  but  pne, 
which  gave  no  fmall  alarm  to  his  thoughts.  It  was 
by  a  private  letter  from  the  King,  whereof  the  true 
copy  follows,  and  is  configned  in  this  town  : 

"  My  Lord,  Wind/or^  i6tb  July  1679. 

**  I,  am  refolved  to  trye  what  cleniencie  and  gentle- 
"  nefs  can  prevaill  upon  fuch  in  Scotland  as  will  not 
"  cohforme  to  the  government  of  the  church  there  : 
"  for  efFe<auating  of  which  defign,  I  defyre  ye  may 
"  go  down  to  Scotland,  with  your  ift  conveniencie, 
"  and  take  all  poffible  paines  for  perfuading  all  you 
"  can,  of  both  opinions,  to  as  much  mutual  corre- 
"  fpondence  and  concord  as  can  be  ;  and  fend  pae, 
**  from  tyme  to  tyme,  charaders,  both  of  men  and 
**  things.  In  order  to  this  defign,  I  Iha^H  fend  a  pre- 
**  cept  for  two  bundreth  pounds  Str.  onTuy  Exche- 
"  quer,  till  ye  refolye  how  to  feirve  me  in  a  ftated 
**  employment."  '  .  .     . 

"  Your  loving  friend, 
'\  For  the. Bp., of  Dunblane.  Charles  R?*. 

•    Vol.  II.      '  -     ;  3  P       •  -  Biffiop 
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Biftiop  Leighton  mortified  L.  300  for  a  philofophy 
burfary  at  Glafgo^^ : — L;  300  for  the  marntcnance  of 
four  old  men  in  St  Nicholas'  Hofpital  at  Glafgow,  io 
the  town  of  Glafgow's  hands  : — L.  50  to  the  philofo- 
phy burfary  in  Ldiriburgh  :— And  L.  1024  Scots  to 
the  poor  of  Dunblane  patiih. 

The  Bifliop's  teftament  and  latter  will  follows  : 

'^  At  Broadburft,  Feb.  17.  1683. 
*«  Being  at  prefent  (thanks  be  to  God)  in  my  ac- 
^*  cuflomed  health  of  body,  and  foundnefs  of  mind 
*'  and  memory,  I  do  write  this  with  my  own  hand,  to 
^*  fignify,  that,  when  the  day  I  fo  much  wifticd  and 
•'  longed  for  is  come,  that  (hall  fet  me  free  of  thrs  pri- 
^<  fon  of  clay,  wherein  I  am  lodged, — What  1  leave  be- 
"  hind  me  of  money,  goods,  or  chattels,  or  wbatfo- 
*«  ever  of  any  kind  that  was  called  mine,  I  do  de- 
1*  vote  to  charitable  ufes,  partly  fuch  as  I  have  re* 
♦* -commended  particularly  to  my  fifter  Mrs  Sophia 
**  Lightmaker,  and  her  fon  Mr  Edward  Lightmaker 
*'  of  Broadhnrft,  and  the  i-emainder  to  fuch  other 
**  charities  as  their  own  difcretion  fliall  think  fitteil ; 
♦*  only  X  defign  ^ach  of  them  to  accept  of  a  fmall 
^'  token  of  a  little  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their 
'*  great  kindnefs,  and  their  trouble  they  have  had 
"  with  me  for  fame  years  that  I  was  their  gueft  ;  the 
^*  proportion  of  which  (to  remove  their,  fcruple  of 
•*  taking  it)  I  did  exprefsly  name  to  themfelves  while 
**  I  was  with  them,  before  the  writing  hereof,  and  like- 
^*  wife  ^fter  I  had  written  it  :.But  tbey  need  not  give 
"  any  part  of  it  to  any  other  j  the  whole  beiiig  left 
♦*  to  their  dilpofe :  Neither,  I  hofjje,  will  any  other 
**  friend  or  relations  of  mine  take  it  unkindly  that 
^*  I  leave  no  legacy  to  any  of  them,  defigning,  as  is 
ftid,  fo  entirely  to  charitable  purpofes  the  whole 
Remainder  :  Only,  my  books,  I  leave  and  bequeath 
the  Cathedral  of  Dunblane  in  Scotland,  to  re- 
♦*  main  fhere,  for  the.  yfe  of  the  clergy  of  that  dior 

*'  cefs. 
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I 

*<  cefe.  I  think  I  need  no  more,  but  that  I  appoint 
"  my  faid  fifter  Mrs  Sophia  Lightmaker  of  Broad-- 
"  hurft,  and  her  fon  Mr  'Edward  Lightmaker  of 
*<  3roadhurft,  joint  executors  of  this  my  will,  if  they  . 
"  be  both  living  at  my  deceafe,  as  1  hope  they  (hall ; 
"  or,  if  that  one  of  them  fhall  be  furviving,  that  one 
"  is  to  be  fole  executor  of  it.  I  hope  none  will  raife 
*^  any  qucftion  or  doubt  about  this,  upon  any  omif- 
**  fion  or  informality  of  exprefiion  in  it ;  being,  for 
"  prevention  thereof,  as  plainly  exprefled  as  it  could 
**  be  conceived  neceflary  by  me.  Arid  this  I  de- 
"  clare  to  be  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of 

'     "  Ro.  Leiohton." 

Haying  thus  fettled  his  worldly  affairs,  he  continu- 
ed in  his  beloved  retirement,  waiting  daily  for  his^ 
happy  exit,  which  fell  out  the  next  year.  He  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Dr  Gilbert  Burnet,  giving  him  an 
account,  that  fome  of  his  beft  friends  were  come  from 
Scotland  to  London,  who  had  a  great  defire  to  fee 
him,  after  fo  many  years  abfcnce,  and  that  one  of 
them  had  thoughts  to  wait  on  him  in  his  folitudc  in 
the  country.  He,  to  prevent  this,^  and  upon  a  tender 
regard  to  thofe  noble  perfons,  then  at  Coupt,  chofe 
rather  to  come  up  liimfelf,  than  to  give  them  the 
trouble  to  come  down  to  the  country.  Propofals  were 
then  made  him^of  coming  down  to  Scotland  ;  but  he 
did  abfolutely  flop  his  ears  to  all  motions  of  that  kind, 
affuring  thefe  noble  perfons  that  treated  with  him, 
that  his  race  was  near  at  an  end,  and  that  the  time  of 
his  diffolution  was  drawing  on.  Accordingly,  a  few 
days  thereafter,  he  fickened  at  London,  25th  Junq 
1684,  and  rendered  up  his  fpirit  to  the  Father  of  fpi* 
rits.  He  keeped  not  his  chamber  above  a  week,  nor 
his  bed  above  three  days.  He  was  attended  during 
his  iicknefs  by  Dr  Burnet,  and  Dr  Call,  Principal  of 
the  College  of  Glafgow,  who  may  poffibly  publifh  to 
the  world  a  more  full  account  of  his  life  and  death, 
there  being  in  both  very  remarkable  inftances  wor- 
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thy  of  record  j  that  the  ii\emory  of  the  juft  may  be 
had  in  remembrance,  and  that  the  example  of  fa 
great  and  good  a  man  may  preach,  and  prove  an  in- 
citement to  viiyue  and  godlinefs,  and  a  pradical  copy 
of  holy  living  and  dying.  He  was  buried  in  Broad- 
hurft  church. 

His  nephew,  feemingly  a  man  of  the  fame  fpirit, 
fent  L.  100  Sterling  to  build  a  chamber  for  the  books  ; 
that  too  fraall,  L.60  more,  afterwards  remitted:  Like- 
wife,  L.  200  for  a  librarian.  Clerk  Graham,  who 
had  been  prefented  to  St  Stephen's  chaplainry  in  Dun- 
blane for  life,  refigned  it  to  •the  library.  Lord  Vif- 
count  Strathallan  gave  the  carriages; — ^James  Robert- 
fon,  his  chamberlain,  mafter  of  work  ; — George,  his 
fon,  in  i688,^after  the  houfe  was  finifhed.  Sir  Hew 
Paterfon  carried  on  the  correfpondence  with  Mr  Ed- 
ward Haverfield,  of  the  Middle  Temple ;  the  former 
having  been  a  fpecial  truftee  of  Biftiop  Leighton. 


F    I    N    I    S. 
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